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It is always lovely to see what the Tattler 
is reporting on, one of if not the best 
community news brochure I see on a regular 
basis, and my particular congratulations 
on the community initiative to facilitate 
recycling of tetrapaks. Kind regards, Andy 

Let’s hope WCC will soon get on board 
with this initiative so volunteers no longer 
have to drive to Taita to drop them off.  

We have also teamed up now with the 
Greater Brooklyn Residents Association 
to become a drop-off point for used 
household batteries.  WCC is currently 
trialling this initiative around Wellington 
but unfortunately Brooklyn wasn’t 
selected for the trial so we are doing it 
independently.  Hopefully, WCC’s trial will 
prove successful and we will be added to 
their initiative in the near future.  Batteries 
that are able to be dropped off are: 

- Lithium ion (eg. rechargeable batteries) 

- Nickel cadmium and alkaline batteries: 
AA, AAA, 9V, C, D, N 

- Zinc air (eg. camera batteries) 

- Silver zinc (eg. laptop and hearing aid 
batteries) 

- Other household batteries 

- Mobile phone batteries 

Please tape lithium battery terminals with 
electrical tape prior to bringing them into 
the Community Centre as we are not able 
to supply tape at this time. 

Covid RATs and Masks 
We are now a distribution hub for RATs and 
masks for the local community.  These are free 
for anyone who needs them, limited to one 
box of five RATs per person per household and 
one box of 50 masks per household.  These 
will be available Monday – Friday, but please 

Hello and welcome to the September 
edition of the Tattler, the second 
of our twice-yearly home delivered 
publications.  Our thanks go again to 
Brooklyn Scouts for delivering them to 
the wider Brooklyn area. 

Market 
Our next market is coming up on 
Saturday 17 September from 12pm 
– 4pm.  Be sure to come along for 
some great bargains, new stalls, knife 
sharpening services from Andrew, 
and to catch up with friends and 
neighbours. 

BCA’s 75th anniversary 
The Brooklyn Community Association 
(BCA) is celebrating its 75th anniversary.  
As part of the celebrations we will be 
showcasing the history of the BCA at the 
community market on 17 September.  
See our article on page five for more info 
on the beginnings of the Association. 

Recycling Initiatives 
The Tetra Pak recycling initiative that 
was started recently by local resident 
Chandra Littlewood, is growing – 
thanks to all who are taking the time 
to drop off their used packs here at the 
Community Centre for recycling into 
saveBOARD building material.  This 
initiative even reached our Mayor, 
Andy Foster, who recently sent us the 
following feedback: 

BROOKLYN COMMUNITY CENTRE  
PHONE 384 6799

 COMMUNITY 
CENTRE

from the call us first on 384 6799 to ensure we are here 
when you want to collect them. 

Childcare 
Bookings for the October Holiday Programme 
will open this month.  Adam is busy preparing 
for another fun-filled two weeks of activities 
here at the Community Centre.  Check our 
website for programme details and booking 
forms, or pop into the Centre for a paper copy. 

Playground 
As we write this the playground renovation 
is nearing completion.  Rain has delayed 
some of the ground work but hopefully, by 
the time you are reading this, the work will 
be finished and our tamariki will be out 
there enjoying the new equipment.

Daylight savings starts at 2am on Sunday 25 
September. Don’t forget to put your clocks 
forward one hour on the Saturday night.

Have a great month 

Julie and Euan
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October 2022 copy due no later than 
5pm Tuesday 20 September
Email your contribution to
tattler@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Brooklyn Tattler is published by the 
Brooklyn Community Association Inc.  
18 Harrison Street, Brooklyn. Association 
members accept no liability for the 
contents which have been prepared in 
good faith. Printed by Pivotal.

This month’s cover photo is 
of the Brooklyn Community 
Centre.

Photo Credit:  Euan Harris 

CONTACT US
Hall Hire and General Enquiries: 
coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Childcare Programmes:  
childcare@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Accounts:  
accounts@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Manager:  
manager@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Tattler:  
tattler@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Market:  
market@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Main Office:  04 384 6799

Childcare Office: 04 385 0089



BROOKLYN 
COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION 
TURNS 75
This year marks the 75th anniversary 
of the Brooklyn Community Association 
Incorporated Society (BCA) who own and 
manage the Brooklyn Community Centre in 
Harrison Street. 

BCA was a pioneer of the community 
hall concept, as it was one of the first 
truly commercially based organisations 
in NZ. From 1947, over 800 associations 
followed the example set down in 
the BCA’s Constitution.  Many years 
later, BCA also pioneered the Holiday 
Programme for school children.  

After the second world war Brooklyn 
experienced an increase in the number of 
families living here and this was a driving 
factor to the BCA being established in 
1947, with the main purpose being the  
setting up a community centre for locals 
to enjoy.  A number of meetings had 
been held in 1945 to discuss a site for a 
community centre, with the agreed site 
being in Harrison Street where the centre 
is today. The site was chosen as WCC had 
previously designated it as “an area for 
community purposes in perpetuity”.  

Fundraising began and during this time, 
the War Assets Realisation Board called for 
tenders for the disposal of a Salvation Army 
Recreation Canteen at the military camp 
in Trentham. The BCA put in a tender 
price for a lot more than it actually had, 
and subsequently won.  One of the original 
BCA members, Jack Ackroyd-Kelly, worked 

at the Trentham camp, and he arranged for 
a fleet of trucks to carry out the removal. 
The canteen was dismantled and transported 
to Brooklyn before the Army commander 
realised BCA didn’t have official permission 
to remove it.  Over the next year, it was 
reassembled while the BCA looked at ways 
to pay for it. This was achieved with the help 
of the local MP, Prime Minister Peter Fraser.   
The official opening of the community 
centre was held on 1 October 1949 with 
the Prime Minister presiding, himself a 
Brooklyn resident. 

Over the years there have been many 
changes to the original building, but the 
BCA remains strong and continues to run 
the Brooklyn Community Centre providing 
OSCAR approved childcare services; venue 
hire; support to a number of groups; a 
weekly social group for seniors; running the 
community markets; and publishing the 
Brooklyn Tattler magazine to keep residents 
informed of local  news.  As part of the 
September market, the BCA is having a 
celebration of their 75th milestone, including 
a photo display at the  community centre.

Prime Minister Peter Fraser at the 
opening of the Brooklyn Community 
Centre in 1949
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HISTORY

Update from Wellington City Council on the 
Moa Point Sludge Minimisation Facility 

Many Brooklyn residents will be aware 
that sludge from the Moa Point wastewater 
treatment plant is currently piped across 
southern Wellington to Carey’s Gully. There 
it is dewatered and disposed of by mixing 
with household rubbish in Southern Landfill, 
together with dewatered sludge from Western 
wastewater treatment plant. Managing the 
odour from the decomposing sludge, first 
when it was composted and now as it is mixed 
with household waste, has been an ongoing 
challenge.  

The proposed new Sludge Minimisation 
Facility at Moa Point will be a transformational 
change in the way we treat and dispose of the 
city’s sewage sludge. It will reduce the volume 
of sewage sludge going to landfill by more than 
80 percent, and help the council meet its net 
zero carbon goal by 2050.  

Notice of Requirement now open for 
submissions 
Submissions are now open on the Notice of 
Requirement for an alteration to Designation 
58 (WCC6 under Proposed District Plan) for 
the construction, operation and maintenance 
of a new Sludge Minimisation Facility (SMF) 
at 127 and 141 Stewart Duff Drive.  

More information: www.letstalk.wellington.
govt.nz/smf-notice-of-requirement   

Submissions close 11.59pm Friday 23 
September 2022. 

We’re holding two events where you can find 
out more about and hear from our team of 
experts. 

Live webinar: Wednesday 7 September 
2022, 6pm-7pm  
Find out:  

- How the proposed facility will work  

- What the Notice of Requirement covers  

- Activities that will happen during 
construction, operation and use of the site  

- Potential environmental impacts  

Plus – get your questions answered! 

Drop in meeting: Sunday 18 September 
2022, 11am–2pm 
Raukawa Community Centre, 67 Raukawa 
Street, Strathmore Park  

Come and have a chat and get your questions 
answered on a one-on-one basis.  

For more information and to register go to: 
www.facebook.com/wellingtoncitycouncil/
events



COUNCIL ELECTIONS
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Wild weather 
As the Council’s contractors battle to clean 
up a legion of slips following recent deluges 
in the capital, its timely to remember the 
concerns of early Wellingtonians. Their 
‘mortification’ at the “scarred and hideous 
bluffs” that surrounded the city, alongside 
calls to improve the health of the city’s poor 
through green space, resulted in Central 
Park. Without the park and its plantings, 
present-day contractors might have even 
more slips to clean up. 

According to Kirsty Ross, curator at Te 
Papa, Central Park served as both a public 
park and plant nursery to exotic and indig-
enous flora soon after it opened in 1913. 
The tradition of planting continued at our 
last working bee. Our core crew wrangled 
kahikatea, renga renga, libertia and lance-
woods into the sodden clay. While we tend 
to favour natives over introduced species, 
it’s worth pausing at the park entrance at 
the bottom of the hill just now. The white 
magnolia flanking the fountain are flower-
ing – and they are breath-taking. 

How well the magnolia flowers and our 
saplings survive the wild weather remains 
to be seen. When next the sun shines, 
come and have a look. And if you’re really 
keen, join us at our working bee. BYO 
mug, we supply morning tea and delicious 
Supreme coffee. 

Next working bee 
Sunday 25 September– Last Sunday of the 
month between 10am – 12.30pm 

Check https://www.meetup.com/upstream/ 
for confirmation of working bees. 

Contact Lynne at all.whites@xtra.co.nz  
Everyone welcome!   

Source: Thanks to Kirsty Ross of Te Papa 
for information used in this article. 

https://blog.tepapa.govt.nz/2017/03/06/
wellingtons-central-park-a-ramble-through-
its-history/

Local body elections are almost upon 
us and this time round, Paekawakawa/
Southern Ward has ten candidates 
vying for two councillor positions, 
quite a difference from last time when 
we only had four candidates.  On 
27 September at 7pm, the Greater 
Brooklyn Residents Association 
will be hosting the ward candidates 
alongside the mayoral candidates here 
at the community centre.  This will 
be a great opportunity to hear from 
the candidates and find out how they 
want to see Wellington progress over 
the next triennium.  Wellington uses 
the STV voting model, so we thought 
it would be a good idea to remind 
readers of how this works.   

Successful winning candidates need 
to get a certain number of votes 
(called “Quota”).  Vote counting 
is repeated (“iterations”) until the 
required number of candidates have 
got above that number of votes. 
Here’s how it works. 

- All first preference votes are counted, 
and any candidate who gets the 
quota is declared elected in that first 
iteration.  So, your first preference is 
the most important.  You do not have 
“multiple votes”.  

- If all slots are not filled, the excess 
votes the winners got above the 
quota are transferred to remaining 
candidates who are second preferences 

on the winners voting slips.  It’s these 
second preferences of leading candidates 
(already elected) which push less 
popular candidates above the quota to 
then be elected.  

- Because there can be multiple 
iterations, the less popular candidates 
collect 2nd and then 3rd preferences 
from the extras of the most popular 
elected candidates.    

- In each iteration where no candidate 
gets above quota, the bottom 
candidate is eliminated and their 2nd 
preferences are then added to help 
push a middling candidate over the 
line to success.  

- Your lower ranked 3rd, 4th or 5th 
preference can help less popular 
candidates get elected when there are 
multiple iterations.  So, you should not 
give ANY preference to a candidate you 
don’t want to see elected to represent 
you.  Otherwise, your low preference 
can actually help them jump over your 
higher preference candidates. 

In a nutshell, ONLY put numbers 
against candidates who would like to 
see represent you in Council.  You DO 
NOT have to put a number against all 
the candidates. 

See the Residents Association article 
on page nine for links to candidate 
bios.

CENTRAL PARK
friends of



NEXT MEETING – 20 September at 7:30 pm 
Brooklyn Community Centre, Harrison Street - Come and have your say

Any Local Issues? Let us know if there’s local topics you’d like to see addressed. We are here 
for our local residents. 

Local Body 
Elections - 
Meet the WCC 
Candidates 
(Mayoral  
and Southern  
Ward only) 

GBRAI will host a ‘meet the candidates’ event on 27 September at 7pm at 
the Brooklyn Community Centre. We are fortunate to have great access to 
our current and aspiring politicians. We encourage you to come listen and 
contribute to what will be an informative and probing event.  
Mayoral and ward candidates are listed here: 
https://wellington.govt.nz/your-council/elections/2022-elections/
information-for-voters/candidate-information#mayor 
Greater Wellington Regional Council candidates are listed here: 
https://elections.gw.govt.nz/candidates/

Slips, Slips, Slips! Thanks to the contractors who have been putting in the mahi on clearing the 
multiple land slips /  downed trees that have occurred around our area. 

Proposed 
Wellington City 
District Plan 

Submissions on the Proposed District Plan close on 12 September   
For info and how to make a submission: https://wellington.govt.nz/your-
council/plans-policies-and-bylaws/district-plan/proposed-district-plan   
GBRAI would welcome assistance with making their submission. Contact 
brooklynresidentswellington@gmail.com 

Landfill Precinct – 
Happy Valley 

WCC landfill – operation will continue for another 20 years or so; sewage 
dewatering plant to be moved to Moa Point; contract for C&D landfill 
(building waste) in negotiations between WCC and a new private operator; 
T&T landfill is expected to seek an extension to its Resource consent.

Cleveland/Todman 
Ohiro Intersection 

Todman Street footpath upgrade continuing and after that WCC light 
phasing and re-engineering at intersection with Ohiro Road & Cleveland 
Street, now scheduled for mid-September. 

Multi-unit 
Dwellings 

St Bernard’s old church site in Taft St – notified consent for 11 townhouses lodged 
with WCC; WCC’s Harrison Street social housing redevelopment (due for 
completion in November). WCC/GBRAI are planning an ‘Open Home’ with 
WCC for locals to view before residents move in.

Email us your ideas, queries or concerns, or to sign up to our newsletter at:  
brooklynresidentswellington@gmail.com

UPDATE
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The BRC Charitable Trust is pleased 
to announce its second funding 
cycle for 2022 in the wider Brooklyn 
community. Applications open 1 
September and close 30 September.   

In the March round earlier this 
year, local schools, sports clubs, 
and an environmental group 
received funding. While we try to 
respond affirmatively to all grant 
applications, we received more 
requests for funding than our 
allocated budget this round. As a 
result, no applications were turned 

down, but some organisations/
groups only received partial funding 
for their projects/activities.  

Any not-for-profit community 
organisation, group or incorporated 
charity that provides an activity, 
programme, or service for the benefit 
of people in the wider Brooklyn area 
can apply (with a maximum funding 
of $5,000 for each project). 

To apply for a grant from The BRC 
Charitable Trust, applicants can 
request funding information by 
email at: brooklynresourcecentre@
gmail.com .  An application form 
and guidelines will be emailed by 
the secretary.  Please post your 
application form and supporting 
documentation back.  If you’re unsure 
whether you are eligible to apply for 
funding, please contact us (on email 
above) to discuss your project.  

The BRC Charitable Trust

Katie Underwood THE QUIET ACHIEVER

Kereru - taken on one of my walks in 
Zealandia, Karori

Property preparation is key to how much 
your home will sell for in this market!

Contact me:
M: 027 248 2061 T: 04 894 3717 E: katie.underwood@raywhite.com 

Licensed Residential Sales Consultant | Leaders Real Estate City Limited (REA Act 2008)

An experienced agent is your best choice - call 
me now to arrange a ‘property prep report’ 
and market appraisal 

Monthly update on issues 
and projects involving our 

community

brooklynresourcecentre@gmail.com



As we emerge from one of the wettest 
winters on record, our thoughts go 
out to all those affected by the floods 
and slips all around the country, and 
to the council staff working hard to 
repair and prepare the cricket grounds 
in time for another season. 

Established in 1912, Brooklyn Cricket 
Club will begin the season on 110 
not out. The club is a quintessentially 
grass roots organisation, with a 
renowned welcoming spirit and a 
uniquely varied membership. Our 
membership has included every 
manner of cricketing enthusiasts from 
members of parliament, to councillors, 
labourers, artists, and doctors. We 
warmly welcome juniors and seniors 

keen to play cricket this season in the 
Brooklyn spirit.  

This year Brooklyn will launch its 
new website, offering more nuggets 
of club and Wellington history and 
regular updates from the various teams 
representing the club on Saturdays. 
We will also be celebrating the exploits 
and extraordinary achievements of 
present and former club members. 
Find it at brooklyncricketclub.com 

Let’s start by offering our 
congratulations to Ryan Tsourgas. 
Ryan is a former Brooklyn Junior 
Cricket player from 2010 to 2018 and 
a long-term resident of the Brooklyn 
community. He has been selected in 
the Wellington Firebirds U19 squad 
for the 2022/23 season. It’s great 
to see one of our own representing 
Wellington after coming up through a 
small club like Brooklyn. Hopefully an 
inspiration for other Brooklyn junior 
players to aspire to.  

Brooklyn is working with Wellington 
Cricket to develop a women’s team 
and we would love to be able to 
get this going this season. Please 
contact us if you would like to 
play. Good luck to everyone for the 
season ahead and we hope to see 
you out in the sunshine, enjoying 
the sound of leather on willow, 
supporting Brooklyn cricketers at 
our local ground of Liardet Park and 
throughout the Wellington region.

BROOKLYN 
CRICKET CLUB

BROOKLYN PLAYCENTRE BRIGHTENS 
UP HARRISON STREET
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This winter got a little bit brighter in July 
when Brooklyn Playcentre painted their 
fence in rainbow colours. The Playcentre 
hopes that the new spruced up look will 
bring joy to the rest of the community 
when they walk past - tamariki and adults 
alike. Thanks to our parent kaiako (teacher) 
Sheila, who designed it, and Hugh of 
White Collar Painters, who painted it. 
The shed to the north also got a refresh 
to match the recently painted building 
exterior. Brooklyn Playcentre is proud to 
provide quality early childhood and adult 

education, with parents as first teachers, 
and is most loved by its attendees for the 
community it creates. Our current tamariki 
and alumni have all been delighted by the 
colourful new fence, which matches the 
fun to be found inside!  

We’d love to see some new faces, feel free 
to come visit and see what Playcentre is 
all about. We are open 9am - 12.30pm 
Monday to Thursday, during term 
time. Visit our Facebook page, contact 
brooklynplaycentrenz@gmail.com to 
arrange a visit, or just pop by.S



M
ON

DA
Y PILATES Contact Faye Tohbyn on 022 054 2369 or 

fayetohbyn@gmail.com9 AM

Improve your movement, posture &
breathing. Contact Toni McWhinnie on  
021 1782056 or email  
temcwhinnie@gmail.com

10:30 - 11:30 AM FELDENKRAIS

TU
ES

DA
Y

During school terms. For details contact 
Ross Young on 021 264 0440 or email 
ross.young@stjohn.org.nz

6:30 - 8 PM ST JOHN 
CADETS

W
ED

NE
SD

AY

KARATE
Grasshopper Karate to Advanced Karate 
classes. Book your free trial class. Contact 
Sensei Patricia at www.familyfitkarate.co.nz/
contact or 027 297 6049.

5:30 - 7:30 PM

CARDIO & 
CORE

A 30-mins strength workout for busy people 
like you! Contact Patricia at  
www.familyfitkarate.co.nz/contact or  
027 297 6049.

     7:30 - 8 PM

Contact Adam Hendry, Childcare 
Programme Manager.  
Phone 385 0089 or email childcare@
brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz. 

CHILDCARE 
PROGRAMMES

BEFORE SCHOOL 
AFTER SCHOOL

HOLIDAYW
EE

KD
AY

S
BROOKLYN COMMUNITY CENTRE

18 Harrison Street

what’s on at your

FELDENKRAIS Contact Toni McWhinnie on 021 1782056 
or email temcwhinnie@gmail.com10 - 11 AM

TABLE 
TENNIS

Open to all ages and ability. Tables, bats 
and balls provided. Contact Philip on 934 
7445 or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com

9 AM - 12 PM

Contact Margaret 389 3028  
or email marrexj@gmail.com6 - 7:30 PM BROWNIES

TH
UR

SD
AY

Contact Ferne on 389 1433 or email: 
ferne.david@xtra. co.nz6:30 - 7:30 PM TAI CHI

FR
ID

AY

PILATES Contact Faye Tohbyn on 022 054 
2369 or email: fayetohbyn@gmail.com9 AM

SA
TU

RD
AY

DANCE CLASSES  
FOR CHILDREN

Pre-school fun classes and Ballet & Jazz 
classes for 5 - 8 years. Contact Debbie 
at info@db4dance.co.nz 

9:30 - 11 AM

Next Brooklyn Market on Saturday 17 
September from 12pm to 4pm. Email: 
market@brooklyncommunitycentre.
org.nz to book your stall.

12 - 4 PM QUARTERLY 
MARKETS

SU
ND

AY

EKKAALLAM 
CHURCH

Tamil Christian worship and service. 
Contact Robert tec.wgtn@gmail.com or 
027 858 9916

10 AM - 1 PM

Grasshopper Karate to Advanced Karate 
classes. Contact Sensei Patricia at  
www.familyfitkarate.co.nz/contact or  
027 297 6049.

5 - 7 PM KARATE

To book Brooklyn Community Centre for classes, groups or events contact  
Euan Harris on 384 6799 or coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

11 AM - 2 PM FRIDAY 
CIRCLE

Seniors Social Group, meets weekly 
for light lunch and activities. Contact 
Euan Harris, details at bottom of page

KANGATRAINING
Post natal classes for new mums and their 
babies with Hannah Foley.  
Email hannah@kangatraining.co.nz

10  - 11:30 AM

KARATE
Beginners’ to Advanced Karate classes. 
Contact Sensei Patricia at  
www.familyfitkarate.co.nz/contact or  
027 297 6049.

5 - 6:30 PM

CRAFT 
CONNECTIONS

Fortnightly crafters social group.  Contact 
Louise email: louisebrockway.nz@gmail.com

10 AM  - 12 PM

TABLE 
TENNIS

Inquiries Philip on 934 7445  
or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com.8 PM 

W
ED

NE
SD

AY
BROOKLYN 
ANGLICANS

Our one hour service starts in the hall at 
9:30am. Contact Rev. Scottie Reeve at 
scottie.reeve@gmail.com View online 
www.brooklynanglicans.nz 

9:15 AM



 
 

 

Sam, this is being placed as a half page advert so doesn’t need any top of page 
or main headings. 
 

 

VOGELMORN TENNIS CLUB 

Summer is around the corner and a new season of tennis fun is almost here! 

Vogelmorn is a friendly and social tennis club that welcomes newcomers and players of all ages 
and levels. Everyone can experience the fun at any of our upcoming opening season dates. We 
are looking forward to seeing you there! 

•Junior Opening and Registration – Saturday 3 September 10 am – 12pm (5-17 years)  

Racquets available, fun games and a sausage sizzle.  

•Senior and Midweek Open Day – Saturday 3 September 1-4pm 

Play starts at 1pm with a yummy afternoon tea at 4pm. 

•Love Tennis 2022- Sunday 11 September  11am – 4pm 

Everybody is welcome! Free fun activities for all ages and abilities, mini games, social tennis, a 
free BBQ and Love Tennis giveaways. 

Everyone who comes along to Love Tennis, goes in to the draw and you could win the ultimate 
trip for two to the ASB Classic in Auckland in 2023. 

For more information, visit our website,  https://clubspark.kiwi/VogelmornTennisClub email 
secretary1vtc@gmail.com and find us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/vogelmorntennis 

VOGELMORN TENNIS CLUB
Summer is around the corner and a new season 
of tennis fun is almost here!

Vogelmorn is a friendly and social tennis club 
that welcomes newcomers and players of all ages 
and levels. Everyone can experience the fun at 
any of our upcoming opening season dates. We 
are looking forward to seeing you there!

•Junior Opening and Registration – Saturday 3 
September 10 am – 12pm (5-17 years)

Racquets available, fun games and a sausage 
sizzle.

•Senior and Midweek Open Day – Saturday 3 
September 1-4pm

Play starts at 1pm with a yummy afternoon tea 
at 4pm.

•Love Tennis 2022- Sunday 11 September 
11am – 4pm

Everybody is welcome! Free fun activities for all 
ages and abilities, mini games, social tennis, a 
free BBQ and Love Tennis giveaways. Everyone 
who comes along to Love Tennis, goes in to the 
draw and you could win the ultimate trip for 
two to the ASB Classic in Auckland in 2023.

For more information, visit our website,  
https://clubspark.kiwi/VogelmornTennisClub 

email secretary1vtc@gmail.com 

and find us on Facebook  
https://www.facebook.com/vogelmorntennis

LOCAL RESIDENT 
SWIMS INTO THE 
RECORD BOOKS

Brooklyn resident  Gráinne Moss, who featured 
in the April 2022 edition of the Tattler when 
she completed one of ocean swimming’s 
“Toughest 13”,  Te Ara a kiwi/Foveaux Strait, 
has now swum successfully  from Ireland to 
Scotland. It is considered to be the toughest of 
the Ocean Sevens ultramarathon swims as it 
is very cold, is plagued by the notorious lions’ 
main jellyfish, and involves many competing 
tides and currents all the way across.  

Gráinne completed the swim on 22 July, 
taking 13 hours, 33 minutes and 36 seconds.  
This swim was a long time in the making as 
Gráinne had previously attempted it in 1996 
and 1997. Twenty-six years later she returned 
to Ireland with her original boat crew and 
family and knocked it off. Speaking after 
completing her inspirational North Channel 
swim Gráinne described it as “the hardest 

swim I have ever done” as she had tackled 
poor visibility, a legion of Lions Mane jellyfish 
stings, and bitterly cold water.  

But Gráinne didn’t put her feet up and rest, 
two weeks later she completed the 21km 
Fastnet lighthouse swim which resulted in a 
new women’s record. This iconic lighthouse 
swim which is also one of the “Toughest 13”, 
close to Cork in Ireland, makes up the Irish 
Triple Crown of Open Water Swimming. 
Whilst the North Channel was 25 years in the 
making, this swim was only about 25 hours 
in the making.  Gráinne contacted organisers 
on a Wednesday who informed her that the 
weather and tides indicated she could attempt 
it on the Friday. Gráinne decided to seize the 
day and said yes to an attempt. 

Currently Gráinne is intending to have “a 
bit of a rest” before working out her next 
challenge. It has been a year to remember 
for Gráinne who in March earned the New 
Zealand Triple Crown. She has previously 
swum Cook Strait (24.5km)and Lake Taupō 
(40,2km ) which together with Foveaux Strait 
make up the NZ Triple Crown.
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Charlie is changing 
Real Estate in Brooklyn!

BULSARA T/A TALL POPPY LICENSED UNDER REAA 2008

Charlie Brown
Sales Consultant

022 140 1181
charlie.brown@tallpoppy.co.nz | tallpoppy.co.nz/charlie-brown

The obvious choice when selling your property in Brooklyn.

Our FREE marketing package combines industry leading, digital-focused 
marketing to get your property in front of active buyers.

Trade Me Gold Package
Get great visibility and showcase 
your property on New Zealand’s #1 
property website.

Major Property Sites
Includes RealEstate.co.nz, 
Open2View, OneRoof, Homes.co.nz 
and HouGarden.com

Facebook & Instagram Campagin
Targeted property promotion to a 
relevant audience in your area. 

Premium Tall Poppy Photography
Tall Poppy’s professional visual 
content specialists will take 
daytime photos to ensure quality 
presentation of your property.

2D Floor Plan
The most requested detail from 
active buyers is a property floor plan 
- this will be done by our professional 
photographers.

Property Titles
You will receive the property title as 
part of the package.

homes.co.nz Featured Listing
Maximising your property on homes.
co.nz with a Feature Listing until sold to 
ensure your property stands out.

Google Campagin
Property promotion on Google’s 
massive network of high-traffic 
websites. 

Professional Brochures
30 printed copies of a four-page 
landscape property brochure as well 
as a digital brochure. 

Thinking of selling?
Let’s talk!



Kia Ora Neighbours! As the new Community 
worker at Two Todman, this is my first letter in 
the Tattler and I am excited to share a bit about 
what has been happening in our space lately. 

The op-shop has had a great winter of rehoming 
donated clothing, thank you for your ongoing 
support! Last month we had the privilege of gifting 
the proceeds from our op-shop through our 
Community Fund. $4,000 worth of funds went 
to a selection of local organisations - Brooklyn 
Toy Library; Ridgeway Community Gardens; 
Brooklyn Play Group; and Capital Montessori. 
It’s been great seeing what a difference these funds 
can make in our local community and connecting 
with people from these groups. 

We have welcomed a couple of new volunteers 
to the Two Todman op-shop team. It’s wonderful 
to have some new personalities on board. If you 
are interested in joining us, let me know. Our 
“boutique shelf” of locally made artisan goodies 

is growing too, and now includes work from local 
potter, Nicola Maker, and delicious chocolate 
goods from the Wellington Chocolate Factory. 

Our community space continues to be used by 
a wide variety of groups, from music classes to 
exhibitions, gigs, and community meetings. We 
hosted an intimate Brooklyn Acoustic with three 
acts - a cosy winter evening and we look forward to 
more of these in the coming months. Local artist 
Janet Campbell has exhibited an art collection, 
“Home and Abroad.” With a few days left, you 
can catch the end of the exhibition. Scottie hosted 
our First Dads and Brews evening for the papas! 
Sure to be continued. If you are looking for a place 
to hold an event, reach out, we’d love to help! 

Our co-working space is also growing, with a 
great bunch of locals using the space to work 
remotely. As ‘working from home’ is becoming 
more and more normal, we are finding people 
are enjoying having a space to work away from 
home. An inspiring space to work and connect 
with people. We have a variety of options 
available to suit individual working needs, 
whether permanent desks or daily hot desk 
spaces. If you would like to use our space, we 
would love to hear from you.  

Reach out to Maggie at two.todman@gmail.com

LOCAL NEWS
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A born and bred Wellingtonian who went 
to Wellington High School, Harry Wong 
has always worked in the motor trade. 
He started as an apprentice at his father’s 
garage, Hobart Motors, in Miramar. When 
the family eventually sold the business 
Harry, at the age of 34, decided to become 
his own boss and bought the Kingston 
Service Station in 1985. Back then 
Kingston had its own mini shopping centre 
including a Post Office, butcher, bookshop, 
and hairdresser.  Motorists could drive onto 
the service station forecourt to fill their 
vehicles with regular or super petrol.  

After the Post Office closed in 1989, many 
of the neighbouring businesses left and 
the shopping centre was demolished for 
a townhouse development, leaving just 
the Kingston Foodmarket and Kingston 
Takeaways. Mobil withdrew their petrol 
pumps in the late 1990s and Harry 
concentrated on servicing cars.  

Now, 37 years later at the age of 71, Harry is 
retiring and handing the reins on to Joseph 
(Joe) Faafia who did his apprenticeship 
under Harry. Harry is a keen landscape 
photographer and is looking forward to 
spending more time on this and his other 
interests, including travel. I ask Harry for 
a vehicle recommendation and he chooses 
Toyota. Harry has three Toyotas and feels 
that they are among the most reliable of 
cars, being relatively simple and cheap to 
maintain. As a Toyota owner myself, I’m 
inclined to agree.    

Euan Harris

LONG-TIME 
KINGSTON SERVICE 
STATION OWNER 
CALLS IT A DAY

Joseph Faafia and Harry Wong at the Kingston Service Station. 



VOGELMORN 
PRECINCT

vogelmornbc@gmail.com
https://vogelmorn.nz/

UPDATE
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OWHIRO STREAM
friends of

Visit us at
www.tvf.org.nz

The Vogelmorn Foundation has 
commenced distributing funds to 

local organisations and individuals. 

PO Box 14-330, Kilbirnie
Wellington, 6022

admin@tvf.org.nz

For more information or to apply for 
funding please visit our website. 

Applications MUST be made online.

Brooklyn Community Centre
11am – 2pm Fridays

CONTACT  EUAN FOR DETAILS

SOCIAL GROUP FOR SENIORS

Tea/coffee on arrival

Light lunch

Activities include:  
gentle exercise, guest 
speakers, quizzes,  
bingo and movies

A. 18 Harrison Street, Brooklyn, Wellington 6021, New Zealand
P. 04 384 6799
E. coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz
W. brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Last month I wrote about the dreary weather 
and this month I start off with the same 
complaint! Whoever would have thought it 
could rain so much? It seems global warming 
is not in the future, but right now. Of course, 
some people have been telling us this for 
years, and most of us have made token efforts 
towards reducing emissions by recycling 
our plastic, thinking our next car will be an 
EV hybrid etc. but clearly more of us need 
to do more. However, as optimistic human 
beings, we keep on keeping on doing what 
we feel we can, and one of these things is of 
course planting trees - hopefully, natives and 
not just plantations of pine trees, as I have 
talked about in past. Last month FOOS 
joined Conservation Volunteers NZ in what 
was aiming to be a huge planting effort at 
Murchison St and Domanski Crescent. 
Of course, we all know what the weather 
turned out like - but in spite of the drizzly 
rain there was a goodly turnout of staunch 
helpers and an impressive amount of planting 

done. If you drive down that way, you will 
see the plants with their plastic protectors 
around them and in two or three years time, 
if you remember to look again, you may be 
surprised to see that they are now a forest. 
If you look up CVNZ Owhiro Catchment, 
you will find an article outlining what their 
aims are for the catchment, working with the 
Owhiro Catchment Community (OCC). 
Didn’t know we had one? OCC is made 
up of Friends of Owhiro Stream (FOOS); 
Owhiro Bay Residents Assoc.; Southern 
Environmental Assoc.(SEA); Stream Team 
(Owhiro Bay School); mana whenua; and 
Friends of Taputeranga. An impressive list 
of local organisations who hopefully as a 
collective are making a noticeable difference 
to the stream environment.

Janet Campbell

for Friends of Owhiro Stream

email owhirosteam@gmail.com

Rõpū Waiata – Waiata Group. 
Mondays from 5pm-6pm  Vogelmorn 
Upstairs  Free Event 
Nāu mai, haere mai ki te rōpū waiata 
o VBC. Join us every Rāhina for our 
weekly waiata. 

Held in the cosy Upstairs at VBC, we’ll 
come together to learn waiata old and 
new. All are welcome to bring along 
an instrument, some kai, something to 
sip on, or just bring yourself. All reo 
Māori and waiata abilities welcome. 
The atmosphere will be relaxed & the 
company friendly. 

Vogelmorn Community Celebration. 
Friday 9 September 5pm – 10pm 
Vogelmorn Upstairs   
A night to come together and celebrate 
all things Vogelmorn as well as to 
welcome the beginning of spring!  
No matter whether you’ve just come 
by once for an event or if you’re at 
Vogelmorn every other day - this is 
a night for all. We’ll have the pizza 
oven fired up, drinks flowing, music 
going, a Vogelmorn quiz and a prize 
ceremony to wrap it all up!  We will 
have drinks and snacks available for 

purchase.  Bring friends, whānau 
and pizza toppings along with you.  
Children in the Upper Space will need 
to be accompanied by a legal guardian 
from 5pm.  Vogelmorn Upstairs is not 
a wheelchair accessible building. There 
is an accessible bathroom in the space. 

Koha Yoga Classes with Kat 
Wednesday Nights 6pm-7pm 
Vogelmorn Upstairs  
Each class will open with a small 
meditation, flow through traditional 
yoga poses and somatic movement 
practices before ending with a generous 
savasana and yoga nidra to allow space 
for rest.  Open to everyone . Arrive at 
5.45pm for class at 6pm. Bring your 
mat, warm clothes, and fluffy socks. 
Blocks are a bonus. Mats are also 
available at Vogelmorn.



SOAP

A. 18 Harrison Street, Brooklyn, Wellington 6021, New Zealand
P. 04 384 6799
E. market@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz
W. brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

In compliance with the Covid Protection 
Framework at the Orange setting,  
masks are required indoors

Jewellery
Sausage sizzle
Cacti, succulents, plants
Cakes & toasted sandwiches
Vintage homewares
Candles & Resin goods
African wax prints
Knife Sharpening
Soft linens
Clothes

PHOTO DISPLAY 
commemorating  

75 years of the  
Brooklyn Community 

Association

20  SEPTEMBER 2022 BROOKLYN TATTLER

CATS PROTECTION WELLINGTON

CALENDAR RAISES 
FUNDS FOR 
HOMELESS CATS
Every year, Cats Protection Wellington publish a 
calendar which celebrates the cats who have been 
loved in the shelter in the past year. Most have 
found wonderful new homes. 

Some of the cats featured in the new 2023 
calendar will be familiar to regular readers of the 
Brooklyn Tattler, as we told their stories earlier in 
the year when they still needed homes. 

Tibbs (pictured) was originally removed from 
a home full of tabby cats, all called Tibbs. 
He now has a wonderful home with a gentle 
understanding family and an outdoors to explore.  
Matilda was so gentle and retiring in the shelter 
that she was often overlooked, but she has now 
been permanently fostered to a couple who give 

her all the affection she deserves.  Many of the 
other cats we’ve featured in the Tattler have also 
found wonderful new homes – like sad-eyed 
tabby Tommy; the oft-abandoned Lola; and sassy 
tortie floof Bustle.  We really appreciate the way 
our community supports us through the annual 
sale of these calendars. The proceeds are all spent 
on keeping our cats healthy, fed, comfortable and 
loved until they go to their new homes. 

To purchase your own copy of the calendar 
(available in two sizes), visit our shop online at 
catsprotectionwellington.org.nz.

- Come along to meet the people who run your - Come along to meet the people who run your 
  Community Centre and hear from our guest speaker  Community Centre and hear from our guest speaker

- All welcome- All welcome

- Refreshments provided at conclusion of meeting- Refreshments provided at conclusion of meeting

Brooklyn Community 
Association AGM

3pm Sunday 25 September3pm Sunday 25 September

18 Harrison Street Brooklyn18 Harrison Street Brooklyn



BROOKLYN BROWNIES, 
GUIDES AND PIPPINS
brooklyn.brownies@gmail.com
Guides and Pippins
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049
Brownies
Margaret Jones 389 3028

BROOKLYN FOOD GROUP 
Local food and community. 
Working bees held on 
the 1st & 3rd Sundays of 
the month from 9:30am 
at the Brooklyn Orchard 
on Harrison Street.
thebrooklynfoodgroup@
gmail.com or  
www.facebook.com/
BrooklynFoodGroupNZ

BROOKLYN GARDEN CLUB 
Meets 1st Wednesday 
7:30pm from March to 
October. New members 
and visitors welcome. 
Contact Kathleen Skudder 
on 027 650 9108 or email: 
kathleen.skudder@gmail.
com 

GECKOS HOCKEY CLUB
Years 1-4 and new 
entrants Fridays 4pm-
5:15pm. Years 5-8 
Tuesdays 4:15pm-5:15pm. 
Tanera Park Bowling 
Club astro turf. Just turn 
up on practice day http://
brooklyngeckoshockey.
weebly.com. 

LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH
Sundays 11am-12:30pm
37 Taft Street. Contact 
Avia 021 1096457. Email: 
aavia123@gmail.com

Find us on Facebook. 

BROOKLYN LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP 
Next meeting on Saturday 
17 September from 2 - 4pm 
at Brooklyn Library. We’d 
love your input or queries. 
Please contact the convenor 
in case our advertised date 
or venue changes. Sharon 
Macintyre 0276344455 
sharonmacintyre42@gmail.
com 

BROOKLYN MAINLY MUSIC 
Fun affordable 30 minutes, 
for parents or care givers 
to enjoy with their pre-
schooler(s). Morning Tea 
provided.  
Wellington Reformed 
Church 34 Harrison St. 
Rachel 022 407 9652
BROOKLYN NORTHERN UNITED
JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
First kicks enrolments open 
throughout the season. 
Email enquiries to info@
bnujfc.co.nz or visit us 
online at www.bnujfc.co.nz

BROOKLYN PLAYGROUP
Fun group for parents & 
caregivers with preschool 
children. Meets Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 9:30-11:30am 
during the school term at the 
Korean Church - 184 Ohiro 
Road. Turn up on the day.

BROOKLYN SCOUTS
Scout Hall, Harrison St.
Scouting is for boys and girls 
who love adventure. 
Keas 5-7 yrs, Cubs 7-11yrs, 
Scouts 11-14yrs, Venturers 

14-18yrs. Financial Support 
available. Find out more at 
www.brooklynscouts.org.nz 
or contact John Morrison on 
membership@brooklynscouts.
org.nz 

BROOKLYN SMALLBORE 
RIFLE CLUB Ages 14+ 
Sundays 6.30pm-8pm mid-
March to early October at 
the Royal Tiger Range, 131 
Russell Terrace, Newtown. 
To join contact Dianne 
Grain on 0274 449 641 
d.grain@xtra.co.nz 
www.bsrc.org.nz

BROOKLYN TABLE TENNIS 
9am-12pm Tuesdays and 
8pm Wednesdays at 
Brooklyn Community 
Centre. We welcome new 
members of all ages and 
ability. Tables, bats and 
balls provided. Phone 
Philip on 934 7445.

BROOKLYN TOY LIBRARY
The Toy Library is based in 
the Vogelmorn Precinct at 
93 Mornington Road. We 
have a fantastic range of toys 
for children aged 0-7 years 
available to hire. Find us on 
Facebook or visit our website: 
brooklyntoylibrary.org.nz

BROOKLYN WALKERS
Meet Monday mornings 
(except public holidays) 
outside Brooklyn Library. 
Phone Deborah 934 2238 
or Lindy 027 356 5037.  
5 September – Wrights Hill 
walk. Catch 9:40am No.2 
bus on Lambton Quay. 

12 September – 
Johnsonville to Ngauranga. 
Catch 10:02am train from 
Wellington Station.

19 September – Somes 
Island/Days Bay. Catch 
10am Harbour Ferry from 
Queens Wharf.                

26 September – Botanic 
Gardens walk. Starts at 
9:30am from Brooklyn 
Library.

BROOKLYN JUNIOR CRICKET 
CLUB At the old Wellington 
Bowling Club, Tanera 
Crescent, Brooklyn. More 
details online at  
www.bjcc.co.nz

FRIENDS OF OWHIRO 
STREAM Working bees 
on the second Saturday 
of the month 10am-
12:30pm. Contact Martin 
on 389 8995 or email: 
owhirostream@gmail.com 

PREDATOR FREE BROOKLYN 
Hello Kaka, goodbye 
rats! We’re looking for 
volunteers to host traps 
on their properties. If 
you’d like to help email 
predatorfreebrooklyn@gmail.
com

RATA PLAYGROUP Calm 
and nurturing place for 
babies and toddlers 0-3 
years to explore, learn and 
socialise with a parent or 
family member. Morning 
sessions available at Capital 
Montessori, Camrose Grove, 
Kingston.  

montessori.school.nz/playgroup 
or email  
rata@montessori.school.nz

THE KUNG FU SCHOOL  
Learn Shaolin Kung Fu for 
self defense and functional 
fitness. Wellington Swords 
Club Building, 2 Tanera 
Crescent, Brooklyn. 
Contact Rob Young on 021 
408 521 or  
wellington@shaolinkungfu.co.nz  
www.shaolinkungfu.co.nz 

ST JOHN PENGUIN AND 
YOUTH DIVISION 
Penguin Program 6-8 yrs. 
Karen Don 027 404 6343 
Youth Division 8-18 yrs. 
Ross Young 021 264 0440 
www.stjohn.org.nz

TURBINE TALKERS 
TOASTMASTERS CLUB  
Your local chapter of 
Toastmasters International. 
Tuesdays 7:15pm-9:15pm 
fortnightly at the 
Reformed Church on 
Harrison St.  
Sam Day 022 436 8715,  
Sylvie 022 197 3610  
turbine@toastmasters.org.nz 
http://6879.toastmastersclubs.org

UPSTREAM – FRIENDS OF 
CENTRAL PARK  
Working Bees from 10am-
12:30pm on the last Sunday 
of the month. Contact 
Lynne White at all.whites@
xtra.co.nz Come along for 
great conversations, meet 
new people, delicious 
morning tea and contribute 
to the care of Central Park. 

SCRABBLE WELLINGTON 
Wednesdays from 7pm 
upstairs at the Vogelmorn 
Precinct, 93 Mornington 
Rd. All abilities welcome! 
Contact Nick Ascroft on 
022 675 1399. Email:  
nick_ascroft@hotmail.com 

VOGELMORN TENNIS CLUB 
Welcomes players of  
all ages and abilities. Join  
our social, family-
friendly club. Club 
days, competitive play, 
professional coaching.

vogelmorntennisclub.com
call in, or email  
secretary1vtc@gmail.com  

WELLINGTON  
SWORDS CLUB 
By the Tanera Park 
bowling greens off 
Tanera Crescent. Contact 
Vicci Lamb - Head 
Coach. Phone 970 7496 
or email: bishop.lamb@
pistingaround.com

BROOKLYN PLAYCENTRE 
22 Harrison Street
Ages 0 - 6 years  
Mon to Thurs  
9am - 12:30pm. Contact 
brooklynplaycentrenz@
gmail.com or call  
027 700 1363.

COMMUNITY POTLUCK
At Two Todman on the 
last Thursday of the month 
from 7pm. Everyone 
welcome. Please bring 
something to share. Find us 
on Facebook or visit  
www.twotodman.org.nz
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