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volunteer delivery drivers to help with 
this valuable service, either on a weekly, 
fortnightly or monthly basis. Please 
contact Euan for more information at 
coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.
org.nz  

AGM 
Brooklyn Community Association’s 
(BCA) AGM is scheduled for Sunday 
12 September at 2pm, here at the 
Community Centre.  This is a great 
opportunity to come along and meet the 
people who run your community centre, 
give input, and find out more about us.  
New committee members are welcome 
and this year we are wanting to form a 
sub-committee to plan and run the 75th 
anniversary commemorations of the 
Association next year. Sub-committee 
members don’t need to be on the BCA 
committee, so if this is something you 
may be interested in, pop along to the 
AGM or get in touch with us here at the 
Community Centre. 

Market 
Our next market is set for the afternoon 
of Saturday 25 September, from 2pm 
– 5pm.  This will be dependent on us 
being back at Level One, but we are being 
positive and planning for a fun afternoon.  
We were unable to run the June market 
due to being in Level Two at the time, so 
we are especially keen to be able to run 
this one.  Some stalls are still available, 
please contact us if you would like to 
book a space.  Predator Free Brooklyn will 
be here giving out traps, so if you haven’t 
already got one, pop down on the day and 
pick one up. 

Yoga classes online 
Our regular groups can’t resume at the 
Community Centre until Wellington 

Hello, and welcome to the September 
edition of the Brooklyn Tattler. We hope 
you are all safe and well, and managing to 
keep occupied in your bubbles.  

 We are feeling a strong sense of de-ja-
vu and had been hoping last year’s Level 
Four lockdown would be a one-off, 
however, unfortunately that wasn’t the 
case. This issue was scheduled to be 
the second of our twice-yearly home 
delivered editions but, due to the current 
lockdown and uncertainty around it, 
we made the early decision to delay the 
home-delivered edition until October.  
With the latest announcement, we now 
know we made the right decision as we 
are unable to print this edition, so it is 
only available online.   

Meals on Wheels 
MOW deliveries are an essential 
service and have continued throughout 
the lockdown, thanks to volunteer 
coordinator, Sue Devereux, who has 
ensured that deliveries go ahead by 
keeping volunteers up to date with 
information and supplied with gloves and 
sanitizer to carry out their deliveries safely. 
Hot meals and desserts are prepared at 
Wellington Hospital and then dropped 
off to the Community Centre by Dave in 
his delivery van. From there, volunteers 
deliver each weekday to people in need 
throughout Brooklyn, Mornington, 
Kingston and Te Aro. Sue is after more 
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from the drops down to Level Two, so Jenn 
Thompson, our Saturday morning 
yoga tutor, is offering virtual classes on 
Facebook live and Zoom during lockdown 
levels Three & Four. Jenn has extended 
her Saturday morning class to 75 minutes, 
starting at the earlier time of 10am. You 
can view updates on Facebook at ‘Blue 
Ocean Yoga’ or contact her at  
jetbluenz5@gmail.com for more details.  

Over the page we have re-printed the 
Mental Health guidance from the 
Government’s fact sheet, which was 
released during the first lockdown last 
year.  Please don’t hesitate to ask for 
help if you need it.  Take care and stay 
safe in your bubbles. 

 Kia Kaha 

Julie and Euan

CONTACT US
Hall Hire and General Enquiries: 
coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Childcare Programmes:  
childcare@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Accounts:  
accounts@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Manager:  
manager@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Tattler:  
tattler@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Market:  
market@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Main Office:  04 384 6799

Childcare Office: 04 385 0089
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September 2021 copy due no later 
than 5pm Tuesday 21 September
Email your contribution to
tattler@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Brooklyn Tattler is published by the 
Brooklyn Community Association Inc.  
18 Harrison Street, Brooklyn. Association 
members accept no liability for the 
contents which have been prepared in 
good faith. Printed by Pivotal.

This month’s cover photo is of 
Jagruti (Jackie) Desai from Wing 
on Chang, who is once again open 
for business under lockdown 
ensuring Brooklyn locals have easy 
access to food. Big thanks to  Jackie 
and the team!  
 
Photo Credit: Euan Harris 



The gym used to be owned by the 
Brooklyn Northern United Football 
Club and was sold ten years ago to 
Brooklyn Smallbore Rifle Club (BSRC). 
The BSRC shoot out of the Royal Tiger 
Range next to the National Hockey 
Stadium at Mt Albert. While BSRC 
developed plans to upgrade the Brooklyn 
building, significant investment was 
required beyond the available resources 
and these plans never eventuated. 

In 2019 WCC provided funding to the 
Wellington Smallbore Rifle Association 
to conduct a needs assessment for 
smallbore rifle shooting in Wellington. 
This report concluded that there is 
sufficient capacity within the Royal 
Tiger Range for smallbore shooters in 
Wellington, including the BSRC. Further, 
it recommended that the Association 
consider minor improvements to the 
range, including providing additional 
storage, to better accommodate all 
existing users. The BSRC will continue 
to shoot out of the Royal Tiger Range 
alongside the other smallbore clubs, as 
they have done for the last ten years. 

It is recognised that the building will be 
a loss to the community, but given its 
current unsafe condition it is important 
that it is removed before it deteriorates 
further.  Work is expected to begin in 
September and take about three months.  

In the coming weeks, the former Bell 
Road Gym will be demolished. The 
building is located on the Town Belt with 
access from Bell Road.  The demolition 
will be undertaken by contractors working 
for Wellington Water.  Until recently 
the building was owned by the Brooklyn 
Small Bore Rifle Club on a lease that 
expired earlier this year, however, they 
never occupied the building and instead 
it has largely been empty in recent 
years.  The building is now in very poor 
condition and assessments have shown 
levels of asbestos in the building and 
the surrounding top soil, which will be 
carefully managed during the demolition 
and site remediation.      

Because of the state of the building and 
its location next to the Bell Road water 
reservoir, it has been agreed to remove 
it.  The reservoir itself serves parts of 
Brooklyn and Mount Cook,  is more 
than 100 years old, and is no longer 
seismically resilient. Work to consider 
options for developing a replacement is 
still ongoing, but whatever replacement or 
strengthening option is agreed, the gym 
site will be important to allow this work 
to be undertaken.   

Removal of the building will enable 
the reservoir repair, upgrade, or rebuild 
work to proceed in a way that enables 
construction site management and the 
opportunity to significantly reduce 
construction traffic movements and the 
corresponding disruption and costs. 

MENTAL HEALTH
It’s normal to feel distressed and to experience 
symptoms of stress related to COVID-19, 
especially if you or your friends and family 
have possibly been exposed to the virus. We 
are in uncertain and unprecedented times, and 
everyone will respond differently. Right now 
many people are feeling worried, anxious or 
scared. So as well as looking after our physical 
health we also need look after our mental health.  

Keeping connected  
We’re all in this together, and while we might not 
be able to be physically in touch right now, it’s 
important to stay connected in other ways. New 
Zealand is known for its manaakitanga and now 
more than ever we need to remember the power 
of kindness and uniting together. 

Top ways to look after your mental wellbeing  
While there are things that we can’t control at 
the moment, there are things you can do to 
boost your mental wellbeing and that of your 
loved ones:  

Stay connected  
This is important for our wellbeing, and 
helps to make us feel safer, less stressed and 
less anxious. We can support each other to 
get through this. While we are limiting social 
contact to contain the spread of COVID-19, 
there are still lots of ways we can connect.  

Acknowledge your feelings  
It’s completely normal to feel overwhelmed, 
stressed, anxious, worried or scared in the current 
situation. Allow yourself time to notice and 
express what you’re feeling. This could be by 
writing thoughts and feelings down in a journal, 
talking to others, doing something creative or 
practising meditation. Talk with people you trust 
about your concerns and how you’re feeling. 
Reach out to others.  

Stick to routines where possible  
Try to go to sleep and wake up at the same time, 
eat at regular times, shower, change your clothes, 
have regular e-meetings with colleagues or virtual 
coffee dates with friends and do your chores. 
Meditating and exercising can help you to relax 
and have a positive impact on your thoughts. 
Try not to increase unhealthy habits like comfort 
eating, drinking or smoking.  

Check-in on other people who might need help  
Reaching out to those who may be feeling alone 
or concerned can benefit both you and the 
person receiving support.  

Seek accurate information from legitimate 
sources  
You may find it useful to limit your media intake. 
Get the facts from covid19.govt.nz to help 
distinguish facts from rumours. Seek information 
updates at specific times once or twice a day.  

Don’t be afraid to seek further professional 
support  
For support with anxiety, distress or mental 
wellbeing, you can call or text 1737 to talk with a 
trained counsellor for free, 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.  

Continue existing mental health treatment if 
possible  
Notice if your symptoms are getting worse. Talk 
to your GP, counsellor, case worker or mental 
health team about how they can continue 
supporting you. Can your appointments take 
place over the phone, via email, text or video 
chat? What tips do they have to help you get 
through? Who can you call if you need help 
urgently?  

Find the latest health information  
The Ministry of Health updates their webpage 
regularly. Get more detailed health advice at 
health.govt.nz/coronavirus  

Reprinted from the NZ Govt. Welfare Factsheet

BELL ROAD GYM 
REMOVAL
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On Wednesday 26 August, Pūroro 
Āmua – the Planning and Environment 
Committee -unanimously voted to start 
the process of formal consultation on the 
future of the Brooklyn Road Bike Route 
Trial. This means that the Council will 
work through a consultation process with 
the community, and others, to formally 
decide if the trial bike route will become 
permanent. While this is happening, the 

BROOKLYN 
ROAD BIKE 
ROUTE UPDATE

trial bike route will remain in place. The 
Council are still working through timings 
on when this process will start. For the 
most up to date information, please visit 
https://www.transportprojects.co.nz/

CENTRAL PARK
friends of

If your lockdown ramblings take you 
along the wide path beside Moturoa 
Stream, you might happen upon the 
latest improvements to the compost bins. 
Yep, they’re carpeted. Just like our face 
masks, the carpet keeps the nasties in and 
the light out. In this case, the nasties are 
weeds that can thrive in open compost 
bins, such as tradescantia. 

If rotting vegetation isn’t your thing, 
heading north along the stream will 
land you next to the fountain and its 
guard of magnolias and other blossom 
trees. You’ve missed the pink blooms 
on the biggest tree, but the white, 
candle-like flowers of the smaller trees 
are still in the offing. 

There is loads of evidence that suggests 
that time in nature is good for us. 
Even a small ramble can reduce blood 
pressure and levels of stress hormones, 
improve our creativity, and enhance 
empathy. So, if you’re feeling a bit 
hunkered down – head out. 

And when we’re through this lockdown, 
come and join a working bee. Check the 
details below to learn when our usual 
meet-ups will resume. 

Until then, kia kaha, kia manawanui, 

kia manaaki i te tangata. Be strong, be 
resolute and care for each other. 

Check https://www.meetup.com/upstream/ 
for confirmation of working bees. 

Contact Lynne at all.whites@xtra.co.nz  
Everyone welcome!  

Katie Underwood
THE QUIET ACHIEVER

“Would you 
like to know 

how much your 
house is worth? 

It would be 
my pleasure to 
offer you a free 

appraisal.

”
Contact me on:
m: 027 248 2061

t:   04 894 3717

e: katie.underwood
@raywhite.com
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The BRC Charitable Trust is pleased to announce 
its second funding cycle in the wider Brooklyn 
community for 2021. Applications open 1 
September and close 30 September.   

Earlier this year five local groups/organisations 
received funding. While we would like to respond 
affirmatively to all applications, the number of 
requests received in the March round exceeded our 
allocated budget and we were unable to provide 
funding for several local projects. Applicants who 
missed out are encouraged to reapply. 

Monthly update on issues 
and projects involving our 

community

NEXT MEETING – 28 September 2021 at 7:30pm
Brooklyn Community Centre (or online if needed - TBA.)

Come and have your say

Harrison Street 
Housing Rebuild 

Construction estimated to be completed by 2022.  Resource Consent granted, 
Building consent being applied for now. https://wellington.govt.nz/your-council/
projects/harrison-street-flats-redevelopment 

Road Noise from 
Trucks 

We understand WCC will be measuring engine-braking noise on truck route to 
landfill to gather data for discussion with operators and to determine if regulatory 
action is needed. No official advice yet received. 

Civil Defence 
Container 

Progress being made; a position has been selected and plans are being 
drawn up. 

31 Cleveland St  New 
Housing

The building has been demolished and construction is starting on 23 
apartments with a commercial enterprise on the street front.

Ohiro /  Todman 
Cleveland 
Intersection 

WCC discussed this at a recent meeting. Awaiting update from 
council on decision and timing of works. 

96 Washington 
Ave - Old St 
Matthews Site 

Building demolished and site cleared. Resource consent for 14 units has been 
applied for by the new Owner. GBRAI is lodged as an interested party with 
WCC. 

WCC Southern 
Landfill 

Concern regarding disposal of the human sewage sludge at the WCC operated 
landfill. We seek further clarity as to how and when a new disposal system is to be 
implemented -  the sludge is currently buried at the tip face, not viable long term.  
Concerns with the two privately run landfills (T and T and C & D landfills) - both 
have consents that will soon need renewing, or be shut down.

Prince of Wales/
Omāroro 30Ml 
Water Reservoir 

First concrete tank base was poured in August.  Second pour has been 
delayed, due to the CV19 outbreak, to early/mid-September. 
Drone photos: https://roundme.com/tour/648421/view/2210914 
Project Information www.wellingtonwater.co.nz/omaroro/ 

Brooklyn Road 
Cycleway

WCC Planning and Environment Committee met on 25 August to decide on 
the future of the trial Brooklyn Road cycle lane.  See page 6 for WCC update.

Email us your ideas, queries or concerns, or to sign up to our newsletter at:  
brooklynresidentswellington@gmail.com

                                                                      TThhee  BBRRCC  CChhaarriittaabbllee  TTrruusstt 
 
 
 
 
 
brooklynresourcecentre@gmail.com 
 
The BRC Charitable Trust was established at the beginning of this year and distributed its 
first round of funding in March.  Formerly known as the Brooklyn Resource Centre, and 
more recently as The BRC Society, the organisation has existed in the Brooklyn community 
for almost 40 years. It operated from premises in Jefferson Street until the property was 
sold at the end of 2017.  Proceeds from the sale of the property were invested.  
 
Over the last couple of years the core programme of activity continued from St Matthew’s 
Church and subsequently Brooklyn Community Centre took over the running of the ‘Friday 
Circle’.  A decision was made to transition from an Incorporated Society to a Registered 
Charity in order to distribute grants to not-for-profit groups and organisations operating in 
the wider Brooklyn area. 
 
Grants are distributed in two funding cycles each year – the first funding round is in March 
and the second funding round is in September.  Closer to the next distribution cycle in a 
couple of months’ time information on how to apply for funding will be provided through 
this column.  
 

The BRC Charitable Trust 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

brooklynresourcecentre@gmail.com 

Any not-for-profit community organisation, 
group, or incorporated charity that provides an 
activity, programme, or service for the benefit 
of people in the wider Brooklyn area can apply 
(with a maximum funding of $5,000 for each 
project). 

To apply for a grant from The BRC Charitable 
Trust, applicants can request funding information 
by email at: brooklynresourcecentre@gmail.
com .  An application form and guidelines will 
be emailed by the secretary.  Please post your 
application form and supporting documentation 
back.  If you’re unsure whether you are eligible 
to apply for funding, please contact us (on email 
above) to discuss your project.  

The BRC Charitable Trust 

STOP PRESS: Due to the current COVID 
alert level in NZ prior to this publication 
going to print, the application period will be 
extended to include October.

UPDATE
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We now have 932 backyard trappers 
in the wider Brooklyn area assisting 
us in the mission to become predator 
free. It has been wonderful to have so 
many people contact us over the past 
year, enthusiastic about ridding our 
community of rodents and pests. We 
have 30 more traps to distribute to 
households in our neighbourhood. If you 
are keen to start trapping contact us on 
predatorfreebrooklyn@gmail.com and 
we can arrange for you to get a trap and 
a lesson in how to use it. We will also be 
at the next Brooklyn Community Market 
on 25 September. Each tunnel with traps 

has been funded so it comes to you free 
but this is the last of our funding before 
we have to start sourcing more. If you are 
keen to join our team to contribute to the 
organising/coordinating of funding, tunnel 
building, resource buying then please 
contact us by email. 

If you already have a tunnel, refresh your 
bait, set your traps and help us become 
predator free. The birds will thank you! 

In October next year, the Brooklyn Community 
Association (BCA) which owns and runs the 
Brooklyn Community Centre,  will be 75 years 
old.  Planning for this milestone has  now begun. 

When the 40th anniversary was held in 1989, 
the sole surviving member from its inception, 
the late MP Gerald O’Brien, was the special 
guest and he gave a very rousing talk on how 
the centre had developed over the years, and 
the many well- known figures who resided in 
Brooklyn.  Guests attending included local 
MPs Frank O’Flynn and Liz Tennent, and the 
Governor General, Sir Paul Reeves. 

Gerald told the people the community centre idea 
was the brainchild  of Gwen Somerset, who was 
the eldest sister of the famed local film pioneer, 
Rewi Alley, and the idea found fruit at a time when 
New Zealand was searching for progress in human 
rights, social justice, equality, and peace. The idea 
was taken up by a wide spectrum of interested, 
community orientated local people all wanting to 
work together for the common good.  

The MP for the district in 1946, prior to the 
electorate boundary changes, was the Prime 
Minister, Peter Fraser, who then became MP for 
the newly created Brooklyn seat. The Brooklyn 
people were justifiably proud to have the 
Prime Minister as their MP. Fraser, who lived 
in Mortimer Terrace, was one of three Prime 
Ministers who have been Brooklyn residents; 
Walter Nash lived on Washington Avenue, and 
Harry Holland lived in a house next door to 
the Penthouse Cinema. Deputy Prime Minister 
George Gair did all his early schooling in 
Brooklyn, his father was headmaster there in the 
1930s, and Todman Street was the abode of the 
Hon. Bob Semple. 

Gerald went on to say there were a number of 
well-known figures living in Brooklyn, who all 
supported the community centre idea, including 
Ron Whittaker of Butt Street, who was accounts 
controller and a director of the Whittaker’s 
Chocolate family business.  His father, a member 
of the Brooklyn School committee many years 
earlier, started the family empire.  

So, Brooklyn has had its fair share of dignitaries 
over the years. 

Chris Rabey 

FAMOUS 
BROOKLYN 
RESIDENTS

PREDATOR FREE 
BROOKLYN

UPDATE HISTORY
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M
ON

DA
Y PILATES Contact Liz Birkett on 027 503 0211 or 

lizbirkett.yoga.pilates@gmail.com 9 - 10 AM

Improve your movement, posture & 
breathing. Contact Toni McWhinnie on  
475 3355 or email temcwhinnie@gmail.com

10:30 - 11:30 AM FELDENKRAIS

TU
ES

DA
Y

During school terms. For details contact 
Ross Young on 021 264 0440 or email 
ross.young@stjohn.org.nz

6:30 - 8 PM ST JOHN 
CADETS

W
ED

NE
SD

AY

FAMILY FIT 
KARATE

Beginners Karate (5+ years). Contact 
Patricia Reilly on 027 297 6049 or 383 
9371. Email: preilly64@gmail.com 
Online: www.familyfitkarate.co.nz

5:30 - 6:15 PM

GET FIT FAST Cardio & Core strength workout (12+ years). 
Contact Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.     7:30 - 8 PM

Contact Adam Hendry, Childcare 
Programme Manager.  
Phone 385 0089 or email childcare@
brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz. 

CHILDCARE 
PROGRAMMES

BEFORE SCHOOL 
AFTER SCHOOL

HOLIDAYW
EE

KD
AY

S
BROOKLYN COMMUNITY CENTRE

18 Harrison Street

what’s on at your

FELDENKRAIS Contact Toni McWhinnie on 475 3355 
or email temcwhinnie@gmail.com10 - 11 AM

TABLE 
TENNIS

Open to all ages and ability. Tables, bats 
and balls provided. Contact Philip on 934 
7445 or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com

9 AM - 12 PM

Contact Margaret 389 3028  
or email marrexj@gmail.com6 - 7:30 PM BROWNIES

TH
UR

SD
AY

Contact Ferne on 389 1433 or email: 
ferne.david@xtra. co.nz6:30 - 7:30 PM TAI CHI

FR
ID

AY PILATES Contact Liz Birkett on 027 503 0211 or 
lizbirkett.yoga.pilates@gmail.com 9 & 10 AM

SA
TU

RD
AY

DANCE CLASSES  
FOR CHILDREN

 
Email: info@db4dance.co.nz  
or view online at www.db4dance.co.nz9 - 10 AM
All levels welcome. Koha. BYO mat. 
Email: jetbluenz5@gmail.com. See Jenn’s 
updates on Facebook at ‘Blue Ocean Yoga’.

10:30 AM VINYASA 
YOGA

Brooklyn Market  Sat 25th September 
from 12pm to 4pm.  Contact 384 6799 or  
market@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

12 - 4 PM QUARTERLY 
MARKETS

SU
ND

AY

EKKAALLAM 
CHURCH

Tamil Christian worship and service. 
Contact Robert tec.wgtn@gmail.com 
or 027 858 9916

10 AM - 12 PM

Contact Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.5:30 - 7:30 PM FAMILY FIT 
KARATE

To book Brooklyn Community Centre for classes, groups or events contact  
Euan Harris on 384 6799 or coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

FRIDAY 
CIRCLE   11 AM - 2 PM

KANGATRAINING Post natal classes for new mums and their 
babies with Hannah Foley.  
Email hannah@kangatraining.co.nz

10  - 11:30 AM

KARATE Contact Patricia Reilly 027 297 6049. 
Email: preilly64@gmail.com

5 - 6:30 PM

CRAFT 
CONNECTIONS

Fortnightly crafters social group.  Contact 
Louise email: louisebrockway.nz@gmail.com

10 AM  - 12 PM

TABLE 
TENNIS

Inquiries Philip on 934 7445  
or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com.8 PM 

W
ED

NE
SD

AY

Seniors Social Group, meets weekly 
for light lunch and activities. Contact 
Euan Harris, details at bottom of page

Have a great time connecting with the 
community while learning to dance. 
Newcomers 5-6pm. Intermediates 6 - 7pm. 
Contact Nick. Email: nicklhill80@gmail.com 

5 - 7 PM
BALLROOM & 
LATIN DANCE 
CLASSES



Looking down Harrison Street. The top photo was taken in the 1970s and the main 
changes from back then to present day is the Hodsons Drapery building, which is now 
home to Khana Khazana and the Brooklyn Post Office which is now a private residence.

2021 Photo Credit: Euan Harris

Looking down Cleveland Street. The top photo was taken in the 1970s and the main 
changes from the recent photo is Ray Jarvis’s Electrical Contractor business now used by 
Joe’s Pies, and next door to Joe’s is Hodsons Drapery, now home to Khana Khazana. 

2021 photo credit: Euan Harris 

THEN AND NOW
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CATS PROTECTION WELLINGTON

Visit us at
www.tvf.org.nz

The Vogelmorn Foundation has 
commenced distributing funds to 

local organisations and individuals. 

PO Box 14-330, Kilbirnie
Wellington, 6022

admin@tvf.org.nz

For more information or to apply for 
funding please visit our website. 

Applications MUST be made online.

BUSTLE FOR YOUR 
HOME

Bustle is a beautiful girl full of sass who, 
at six years old, is now with us for the 
third time. 
She originally went home from CPW in 
2016 as a youngster named Shadow. She 
came back to us some years later after 
becoming stressed by the arrival of a new 
baby in the home. She was then adopted 
by a single woman, but had difficulty in 
settling in and began to lash out. Despite 
all her efforts to help Bustle calm down, 
the owner felt that Bustle needed a home 
where she could be happy. 

Bustle is confident in exploring the CPW 
shelter, and seems to have a new favourite 
spot every week. She takes an interest in 
what people are doing, and she loves to 
have her fabulous coat brushed. She will 
need to be carefully matched with a family 

who understand her temperament and will 
spend time with her, and a home where she 
has plenty of space. 

Behind these bewitching eyes is an 
intelligent girl just looking for her perfect 
home. Could it be yours? 

There are more pictures of Bustle at 
catsprotectionwellington.org.nz. Call CPW 
for an appointment on 04 389 9668 if 
you would like to meet her. Follow us on 
Facebook, Instagram and YouTube for 
pictures, stories and videos of cats in our 
shelter. 

OWHIRO STREAM
friends of

On Friday 13 August, Bruce and I had 
the privilege of attending the Absolutely 
Positively Wellington Awards, granted to an 
eclectic group of people who have enhanced 
life in Wellington in a variety of ways. The 
group included musicians, environmental 
workers, and social and community workers. 
The reason for our attendance? Our very 
own Martin Payne was one of the recipients. 
Here is the commendation that was printed 
in the programme:

“As coordinator of the Friends of Owhiro 
Stream Restoration Project, Martin Payne 
has been a determined advocate for the 
protection of Wellington city’s few remaining 
streams. Through his leadership much has 
been achieved. Hundreds of tons of rubbish 
and weeds have been removed and tens of 
thousands of native trees planted. His mahi 
goes well beyond physical restoration of the 
Owhiro stream; he engages and advocates 
community and Council to creatively manage 
wastewater, stormwater, and reduce waste to 
landfill, for the combined wellbeing of people 
and the environment.

Restoring the ora (life) of the Owhiro stream 
for our children to play in and care for is a 
driving force in his life.”

Martin doesn’t just organise working bees 
at the stream; he actively participates in 
various committees on all matters to do 
with Wellington’s water and waterways, and 
also the future development of the landfill. 
Somehow, he still manages to be, or appear 
to be anyway, relaxed and cheerful and always 
ready to lend a helping hand to us workers 
at the shade house, his extended family, the 
Quaker community he is involved with, and 
probably others I have no knowledge of. 
Martin would probably say that what he has 
achieved has been through “standing on the 
shoulders of giants”, but the fact is, that at 
this moment, the Friends of Owhiro Stream 
would not exist without him.

Janet Campbell

for Friends of Owhiro Stream

email owhirosteam@gmail.com
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Exciting things have been happening on the 
corner of Ohiro Road and Todman Street. 
With new signage in place, the Two Todman 
Thrift Store has been humming with foot 
traffic. Our store has had a great response 
from the community and we have some 
exciting things prepared for when we emerge 
from our lockdown bubbles.  

Over the course of this year we have been 
able to partner with three community groups 
who have been the recipients of our store 
proceeds. First was The Free Store, to support 
the work they do with the redistribution of 
food to those living on margins. We donated 
a total of $2,433. Next was Brooklyn Scouts 
who are raising funds to install new windows 
in their building, where we donated a total 
of $2,852. Currently we are partnering with 
Brooklyn Kindergarten who are planning 
to replace the carpet in their main learning 
space. We will make a donation towards this 
in the next few months.  

The Thrift Store simply could not run 
without our incredible team of volunteers 
(pictured) who give their time every 
week. Our current team is made up of 
ten regulars that range from high school 
students to retirees, and everywhere in 
between! Together the volunteer team 
contributes a variety of skills that no 
person alone could bring. There are 
individuals who shine when it comes to 
shop presentation, and others who keep 
the space in ship-shape condition with 
their weekly clean. We have some long-
time Brooklyn locals who create a buzz of 
conversation in the shop, and others who 
are newer to the suburb and enjoy sorting 
and pricing stock.  

All this, to say that, we hope you are met 
with a warm welcome when you come to 
our store, and enjoy the thrill of the hunt 
when searching for your next bargain. We 
look forward to making more connections 
in the community as we go forward.

TWO TODMAN SEPTEMBER AT 
THE ORCHARD
With spring in sight, we have been working 
hard at the orchard to get all trees pruned and 
soil mulched over the winter. Our team of 
seven has been boosted to nine the last couple 
of months as we have welcomed two Duke of 
Edinburgh volunteers from Wellington Girls 
College; this has helped keep on top of all the 
winter jobs. We welcome everyone and anyone 
to the orchard bees and feel very grateful to 
have a small handful of community members 
that turn up every week, creating a special 
space and fruit for us all to enjoy. 

There are some signs of spring starting to show 
itself at the orchard but our early Billington 
Plum had to be removed due to neighbouring 
construction so we are missing the early 
blossom that tree graced us with, as well as the 

almond that after a big prune last year decided 
to call it a day. If you know of anyone with a 
chainsaw and time to give, we need to chop 
that large tree down. Please contact me on 
earthmotherb4@gmail.com. All wood is free 
to a good home. Below our orchard sign on 
Harrison Street is a wee pile of prunings for 
the fireplace, help yourself. 

Once spring doesn’t just tease us but actually 
shows its face, we will be doing a spring 
workshop on what grows in Wellington and 
when to plant your summer garden. This 
is planned for 17 October. Otherwise, like 
us, I hope you are getting time to enjoy the 
quiet space and ever changing landscape that 
nature (and a committed group of volunteers) 
provides at the orchard.  

We look forward to seeing you at a bee 
sometime soon. 

Winter bees: 1st and 3rd Sunday from 9.30am 

Summer bees: every Monday from 5.30pm

UPDATEUPDATE
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BROOKLYN BROWNIES, 
GUIDES AND PIPPINS
brooklyn.brownies@gmail.com
Pippins
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049
Brownies
Margaret Jones 389 3028
Brooklyn Guides
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049

BROOKLYN FOOD GROUP 
Local food and community. 
Working bees held on the 1st 
& 3rd Sundays of the month 
from 9:30am at the Brooklyn 
Orchard, end of Harrison 
St. thebrooklynfoodgroup@
gmail.com or  
www.facebook.com/
BrooklynFoodGroupNZ

BROOKLYN GARDEN CLUB 
Meets 1st Wednesday 
7:30pm from March to 
October at the Reformed 
Church on Harrison Street. 
New members and visitors 
welcome. Contact Ruth 
Jeffery on 027 430 0964 or 
email: ruthjeffery2@gmail.
com

BROOKLYN GECKOS 
HOCKEY FOR KIDS
Years 1-6 and new 
entrants. Fridays 
4-5:15pm at the Brooklyn 
Bowling Club astro turf 
at Tanera Park,  
8 Tanera Crescent. 
Just turn up on 
practice day http://
brooklyngeckoshockey.
weebly.com. Come and 
join us for free summer 
hockey training.

 

BROOKLYN LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP 
Next meeting at 2pm on 
Saturday 25 September 
in the Brooklyn Library. 
Contact Sharon Macintyre 
027 634 4455 or 388 8088 
sharonmacintyre42@gmail. 
com or Chris Rabey 384 
9293 ships.pubs@gmail. 
com for more information

BROOKLYN MAINLY MUSIC 
Fun affordable 30 minutes, 
for parents or care givers 
to enjoy with their pre-
schooler(s). Morning Tea 
provided.  
Wellington Reformed 
Church 34 Harrison St. 
Rachel 022 407 9652

BROOKLYN NORTHERN UNITED
JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
First kicks enrolments open 
throughout the season. 
Email enquiries to info@
bnujfc.co.nz or visit us 
online at www.bnujfc.co.nz

BROOKLYN PLAYGROUP
Fun group for parents & 
caregivers with preschool 
children. Meets Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 9:30-11:30am 
during the school term at the 
Korean Church - 184 Ohiro 
Road. Turn up on the day.

BROOKLYN SCOUTS
Scout Hall, Harrison St.
Scouting is for boys and 
girls who love adventure. 
Keas 5-7 yrs, Cubs 7-11yrs, 
Scouts 11-14yrs, Venturers 
14-18yrs. Contact Gillian 

Boyes 972 9904 or 
gillianmay68@gmail.com

BROOKLYN SMALLBORE 
RIFLE CLUB Ages 14+ 
Sundays 6.30pm-8pm mid-
March to early October at 
the Royal Tiger Range, 131 
Russell Terrace, Newtown. 
To join contact Dianne 
Grain on 0274 449 641
d.grain@xtra.co.nz
www.bsrc.org.nz

BROOKLYN TABLE TENNIS 
9am-12pm Tuesdays and 
8pm Wednesdays at 
Brooklyn Community 
Centre. We welcome new 
members of all ages and 
ability. Tables, bats and 
balls provided. Phone 
Philip on 934 7445.

BROOKLYN TOY LIBRARY
The Toy Library has re-
opened in new premises at 
the Vogelmorn Precinct. 
You’ll find us immediately 
to the right-hand side as 
you enter the main gate 
on Mornington Road. We 
have a fantastic range of 
toys for children aged 0-7 
years available to hire. Find 
us on Facebook or visit our 
website:  
brooklyntoylibrary.org.nz

BROOKLYN WALKERS 
Meet Monday mornings 
(except public holidays) 
outside the Brooklyn Library. 
Phone Susannah 384 7412 
or Clare 384 9054. 

6 September – Upper Hutt 
walk. Catch 9:18 No 7 bus 

LIMITED SPACE 
AVAILABLE!
Limited spaces for Term Four enrolments 
are open at Capital Montessori School. 
If you have ever wondered about a 
Montessori education, now is the time to 
come and see our authentic Montessori 
school. Our pre-school caters to children 
aged 3-6 years and runs daily from 8.30am, 
with pick up options being 1pm or 3pm. 
We also offer an extended day programme 
for our working families, as well as a 
school holiday programme with trained 
Montessori teachers.  

Our much loved playgroup, Rata, runs 
each morning for children aged 0-3 years. 
This is a wonderful nurturing space for 
both children and caregivers to discover all 
that a Montessori classroom has to offer. 
We are lucky to have the lovely Manisha 
Bhovan facilitating our playgroup sessions. 
Manisha is a highly experienced teacher, 
passionate about all things Montessori!  

Our children have been putting on their 

coats and gumboots to enjoy the beauty 
of winter in our outdoor environment; 
listening to rainwater stream down our 
“flowform” water sculpture, caring for 
our winter gardens, and harvesting winter 
vegetables to prepare in our real, child-sized 
kitchens.  They’ve also been learning all 
about the Olympics and Japan this term.   

Our Enrolments Coordinator will happily 
show visitors around our lovely little nature 
school. Come and see our beautiful gardens 
and peaceful classrooms. Enquiries can be 
made by email: enrolments@montessori.
school.nz or phone: 04 389 2395.
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then 10:05 Hutt train. 

13 September – Mana walk. 
Catch 9:03 No 7 bus to 
connect with 9:53 train.  

20 September – Somes 
Island trip. Catch 9:14 No 
7 bus then 10am Harbour 
Ferry. 

27 September – Botanic 
Gardens visit to coincide 
with rose and tulip viewing.

BROOKLYN JUNIOR CRICKET 
CLUB At the old Wellington 
Bowling Club, Tanera 
Crescent, Brooklyn. More 
details online at  
www.bjcc.co.nz

FRIENDS OF OWHIRO 
STREAM Working bees 
on the second Saturday 
of the month 10am-
12:30pm. Contact Martin 
on 389 8995 or email: 
owhirostream@gmail.com 

PREDATOR FREE BROOKLYN 
Hello Kaka, goodbye 
rats! We’re looking for 
volunteers to host traps 
on their properties. If 
you’d like to help email 
predatorfreebrooklyn@
gmail.com

RATA PLAYGROUP Calm 
and nurturing place for 
babies and toddlers 0-3 
years to explore, learn and 
socialise with a parent or 
family member. Morning 
sessions available at Capital 
Montessori, Camrose Grove, 
Kingston.  

montessori.school.nz/playgroup 
or email  
rata@montessori.school.nz

THE KUNG FU SCHOOL  
Learn Shaolin Kung Fu for 
self defense and functional 
fitness. Wellington Swords 
Club Building, 2 Tanera 
Crescent, Brooklyn. 
Contact Rob Young on 021 
408 521 or  
wellington@shaolinkungfu.co.nz  
www.shaolinkungfu.co.nz 

ST JOHN PENGUIN AND 
YOUTH DIVISION 
Penguin Program 6-8 yrs.
Karen 389 4060
Youth Division 8-18 yrs.
Carol 0274 321 204
www.stjohn.org.nz

TURBINE TALKERS 
TOASTMASTERS CLUB Your 
local chapter of Toastmasters 
International. Tuesdays 
7:15pm-9:15pm fortnightly 
at the Reformed Church on 
Harrison St.  
Sam Day 022 436 8715,  
Sylvie 022 197 3610  
turbine@toastmasters.org.nz 
http://6879.toastmastersclubs.org

UPSTREAM – FRIENDS OF 
CENTRAL PARK Working 
Bees from 10am-12:30pm 
on the last Sunday of the 
month. Contact Lynne 
White at all.whites@xtra.
co.nz Come along for great 
conversations, meet new 
people, delicious morning 
tea and contribute to the 
care of Central Park. We also 
have a working bee from 

10am-12pm on the second 
Thursday of the month. 
Contact Celia Murphy at 
celia.r.murphy@gmail.com

SCRABBLE WELLINGTON 
Club nights every 
Wednesday from 7pm in 
the cafe area upstairs at the  
former Vogelmorn Bowling 
Club, 93 Mornington Road. 
All abilities welcome! First 
night free, otherwise $5/
night. Contact Nick Ascroft 
for more information. Email: 
nick_ascroft@hotmail.com 
or phone/text 022 675 1399.

VOGELMORN TENNIS CLUB 
Welcomes players of  
all ages and abilities. Join  
our social, family-friendly 
club. Club days, competitive 
play, professional coaching.

vogelmorntennisclub.com
call in, or email  
secretary1vtc@gmail.com  

WELLINGTON SWORDS 
CLUB By the Tanera 
Park bowling greens off 
Tanera Crescent. Contact 
Vicci Lamb - Head 
Coach. Phone 970 7496 
or email: bishop.lamb@
pistingaround.com

EVERY GIRLS’ & BOYS’ 
RALLY Thursdays during 
school terms from 7pm-
8:30pm at Ridgeway 
Christian Youth Centre, 117 
The Ridgeway, Mornington 
for ages 8 - 12. Contact  
Evan Tyler 027 274 2631 or
evanandrebecca@gmail.com

COMMUNITY GROUPS
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