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Harrison Street Play area renewal 
As we advised in July’s Tattler, the 
playground here at the Community Centre 
is on WCC’s list of upcoming playground 
renewals.  The concept design has now 
been completed and is open for feedback 
until 5pm on 13 October.  Go to https://
wellington.govt.nz/have-your-say/public-
inputs/feedback/open/harrison-street-play-
area-renewal to view the design, then email 
your feedback to: playgrounds@wcc.govt.nz.  
Now is an excellent time to let WCC know 
how you would like our playground to look. 

Landfill Options Consultation   
A WCC display on different options for the 
future of the Landfill is provisionally planned 
for  26 October through to 7 December. 
During those dates you will be able to view a 
series of story boards in the foyer here at the 
Brooklyn Community Centre, detailing the 
various options and submit your feedback. 
Council Officers will also attend at set times 
to answer any questions.  

Pilates News 
Liz Birkett, who has run Pilates classes 
on Monday and Friday mornings in the 
Community Centre hall since May 2018, 
is stepping back to concentrate on other 

Hello and welcome to the October edition of the 
Tattler.  This month we are delivering to homes 
in the greater Brooklyn area, our thanks go to 
Brooklyn Scouts for their help with this.  Last 
month’s Tattler was unable to be printed due to 
the Covid lock down so we are very happy to be 
able to bring it to your letterbox this month. 

Most of our regular groups and activities are back 
running at the Community Centre now under 
Level Two guidelines.  It was a great relief to be 
able to re-open and welcome everyone back, and 
it was especially good to see our regulars from 
the Friday Circle senior group return on the first 
Friday we were at Level Two.   

75th Anniversary of BCA 
We were pleased to reach Level Two when 
we did so our scheduled AGM could be 
held. The existing committee all returned 
with long-time committee member, Sonya 
Bissmire, taking over the reins of the 
President’s role from Chris Rabey who has 
served as President for the past two years.  
Next year is the 75th anniversary celebrations 
of the Brooklyn Community Association 
(BCA) who run the Community Centre, 
and Chris has taken the lead on organizing 
these.  We are on the look-out for volunteers 
to join the 75th Anniversary sub-committee 
so if you, or someone you know, would like 
to join or find out more, contact us here at 
the Centre and we will put you in touch 
with Chris.  If you have any stories about 
the Centre, or attended groups here over the 
years, we would love to hear from you. 

BROOKLYN COMMUNITY CENTRE  
PHONE 384 6799

 COMMUNITY 
CENTRE

from the

interests. Liz asked Faye Tohbyn if she would 
be able and happy to take over the weekly 
classes. Faye was delighted to be able to say 
yes. Faye can be contacted on 022 054 2369 
or via email: fayetohbyn@gmail.com  

Have a great month 

Julie and Euan

CONTACT US
Hall Hire and General Enquiries: 
coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Childcare Programmes:  
childcare@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Accounts:  
accounts@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Manager:  
manager@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Tattler:  
tattler@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Market:  
market@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Main Office:  04 384 6799

Childcare Office: 04 385 0089

Chris Rabey (Outgoing President) Bridget Bridgman, Sonya Bissmire (President), 
Richard Lucy, Joelene Skelton (Treasurer) Photo Credit: Euan Harris
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November 2021 copy due no later 
than 5pm Tuesday 26 October
Email your contribution to
tattler@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Brooklyn Tattler is published by the 
Brooklyn Community Association Inc.  
18 Harrison Street, Brooklyn. Association 
members accept no liability for the 
contents which have been prepared in 
good faith. Printed by Pivotal.

This month’s cover photo is of 
Community Orchard volunteer  
Mel Beirne with the Brooklyn 
School ‘Neat Beets’ gardening 
group by the Orchard’s Plum 
Hawera tree in spring blossom.  
 
Photo Credit: Euan Harris 



years old, and no longer seismically resilient. 
Work to consider options for developing a 
replacement is still ongoing, but whatever 
replacement or strengthening option is 
agreed, the gym site will be important to 
allow this work to be undertaken.   

Removal of the building will enable the 
reservoir repair, upgrade, or rebuild work to 
proceed in a way that enables construction 
site management, and the opportunity 
to significantly reduce construction 
traffic movements and the corresponding 
disruption and costs. 

It is recognised that the building will be a loss 
to the community, but given its current unsafe 
condition it is important that it is removed 
before it deteriorates further.

In the coming weeks, the former Bell Road 
Gym will be demolished. The building is 
located on the Town Belt with access from 
Bell Road.  The demolition will be undertaken 
by contractors working for Wellington 
Water.  Until recently the building was owned 
by the Brooklyn Small Bore Rifle Club on 
a lease that expired earlier this year.   The 
building in now in very poor condition and 
assessments have shown levels of asbestos in 
the building and the surrounding top soil, 
which will be carefully managed during the 
demolition and site remediation.      

Because of the state of the building and 
its location next to the Bell Road water 
reservoir, it has been agreed to remove it.  The 
reservoir itself serves parts of Brooklyn and 
Mount Cook, is more than one hundred 

BELL ROAD GYM 
REMOVAL

Visit us at
www.tvf.org.nz

The Vogelmorn Foundation has 
commenced distributing funds to 

local organisations and individuals. 

PO Box 14-330, Kilbirnie
Wellington, 6022

admin@tvf.org.nz

For more information or to apply for 
funding please visit our website. 

Applications MUST be made online.
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WELLINGTON WATER

Monthly update on issues 
and projects involving our 

community

NEXT MEETING – 16 November 2021 at 7.30pm 
Brooklyn Community Centre (or online if needed - TBA) 

Come and have your say

New District Plan 
Consultation 

Consultation on the new draft District Plan is scheduled for November. Refer to the 
following website for more information: 
https://planningforgrowth.wellington.govt.nz/about#what’s-next  

Polhill Reserve 
Name Change 

WCC are consulting on changing the name of Polhill Reserve to Waimapihi 
Reserve. Information on this proposal is here: https://wellington.govt.nz/have-your-
say/public-inputs/consultations/open/polhill-reserve-name-change 

Ohiro Road 
30kph Speed 
Limit 

At a WCC committee meeting in August, it was resolved to consider 
extending the 30kph speed limit further down Ohiro Road & Brooklyn 
Road towards the city.

Tanera Crescent 
Stop Sign 

Due to heavy and speeding traffic, WCC is considering a stop sign 
on Tanera Crescent at the junction with Ohiro Road.  Consultation 
opens 27 September closing on 10 October at:   
www.wellington.govt.nz/haveyoursay

WCC and Private 
Landfills 

We are expecting an update from WCC on the future of the human 
sewage sludge dewatering plant, and on the revised resource consent 
for the extension of the council landfill.  

Road Noise from 
Trucks 

We understand that WCC will be measuring engine-braking noise on truck route 
to landfill to discuss with operators and to determine if regulatory action is needed.  

Brooklyn Road 
Cycleway 

The WCC Planning and Environment Committee met in August and resolved 
to consult on making the cycleway permanent and upgrading pedestrian facilities, 
between Victoria Street/Karo Drive and Ohiro Road/Todman Street. 

Ohiro / Todman 
/ Cleveland 

WCC discussed changes to this intersection at a recent meeting. Awaiting 
update from WCC on decision and timing of works. 

Harrison Street 
Housing Rebuild 

Work planned to start at the end of September 2021 and to take 12 months. 
https://wellington.govt.nz/your-council/projects/harrison-street-flats-
redevelopment 

Prince of Wales/
Omāroro Reservoir

Second concrete tank base pour has occurred.  
Drone photos: https://roundme.com/tour/648421/view/2210914 
Project Information www.wellingtonwater.co.nz/omaroro/

Email us your ideas, queries or concerns, or to sign up to our newsletter at:  
brooklynresidentswellington@gmail.com



I joined Turbine Talkers Toastmasters slightly 
more than two years ago after getting a little 
sick of spending every single one of my 
evenings huddled around our Brooklyn flat’s 
single oil heater (we were never prepared to 
fork out the extra electricity costs that would 
come with fan heaters).   

Why on earth that led me, an introverted 
second-year university student, with a 
record of never speaking in public, to join 
Toastmasters, an organisation that forces you 
to speak in front of strangers literally every 
meeting, is still a question that is beyond me. 
But I did. And just as that ability to speak with 
confidence, clarity and calm has grown, so too 
have those strangers become friends.   

Over time I learnt that nearly everyone in that 
little room, where we deliver our five-minute 
speeches on topics ranging from beaches and 
baches to whiskey and wine, had their own 
reasons for joining Turbine Talkers, most of 
them far more noble than mine. Our members 

BROOKLYN 
TOASTMASTERS

include those learning - and mastering - English 
as a second language; those working on a 
perennial stutter or strong shyness; and those 
who simply, in my eyes, want to give back to 
their community, to share their speaking skills 
and techniques with the rest of us.  

It is this variety, and the resulting insight 
into the lives of our members, which gives 
Toastmaster its spirit and compels me to 
continue coming back. At the same time, my 
skills in public speaking; communication; and 
even leadership, have grown exponentially over 
the past two years, most of the time without 
me even recognising. Perhaps best of all, that 
oil heater gets used a little less.      

Turbine Talkers’ Humourous Speech and 
Evaluation club contests are due to be held 
on Tuesday 2 November at the Reformed 
Church, 34 Harrison Street. If you’ve been 
spending August huddled around your heater 
too, or if you simply want to experience a 
little about what Toastmasters and Turbine 
is all about, it can be an excellent way to see 
our club members, and the skills Toastmasters 
fosters, in action. See you there!  

Sam Day, VP PR

LOCAL GROUP

6  OCTOBER 2021 BROOKLYN TATTLER

Katie Underwood
THE QUIET ACHIEVER

m: 027 248 2061  |  t: 04 894 3717
e: katie.underwood@raywhite.com

Licensed Residential Sales Consultant   |   Leaders Real Estate City Limited (REA Act 2008)

Call Katie for a free market report 
for your suburb

Yellow Brand - Green Agent
award winning

^



In light of the recent lockdown and 
change of alert levels, The BRC Charitable 
Trust has extended its second round of 
funding this year.  This gives groups and 
organisations the opportunity to meet, 
obtain quotes and gather information 
when they are able to do so safely. 

The Brooklyn Tattler will also be delivered 
to all households and outlets in the area this 
month so more of the community will be 

                                                                      TThhee  BBRRCC  CChhaarriittaabbllee  TTrruusstt 
 
 
 
 
 
brooklynresourcecentre@gmail.com 
 
The BRC Charitable Trust was established at the beginning of this year and distributed its 
first round of funding in March.  Formerly known as the Brooklyn Resource Centre, and 
more recently as The BRC Society, the organisation has existed in the Brooklyn community 
for almost 40 years. It operated from premises in Jefferson Street until the property was 
sold at the end of 2017.  Proceeds from the sale of the property were invested.  
 
Over the last couple of years the core programme of activity continued from St Matthew’s 
Church and subsequently Brooklyn Community Centre took over the running of the ‘Friday 
Circle’.  A decision was made to transition from an Incorporated Society to a Registered 
Charity in order to distribute grants to not-for-profit groups and organisations operating in 
the wider Brooklyn area. 
 
Grants are distributed in two funding cycles each year – the first funding round is in March 
and the second funding round is in September.  Closer to the next distribution cycle in a 
couple of months’ time information on how to apply for funding will be provided through 
this column.  
 

The BRC Charitable Trust 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

brooklynresourcecentre@gmail.com 

informed of the extension to the September 
funding round. 

Applications opened on 1 September and we 
will continue to accept applications up until 
31 October.  Any not-for-profit community 
organisation, group, or incorporated charity 
that provides an activity, programme or 
service for the benefit of people in the wider 
Brooklyn area can apply (with a maximum 
funding of $5,000 for each project). 

To apply for a grant from The BRC 
Charitable Trust, applicants can request 
funding information by email at: 
brooklynresourcecentre@gmail.com.  An 
application form and guidelines will be 
emailed by the secretary.  Please post 
your application form and supporting 
documentation back.  If you’re unsure 
whether you are eligible to apply for 
funding, please contact us (on email above) 
to discuss your project.  

The BRC Charitable Trust 

www.brooklyncoworkers.co.nz

• From $65+gst
• Ultrafast Fibre
• Secure Storage
• 24 Hour Access
• Tea & Coffee incl. 

Clean and affordable
shared office space

authors are Pip Adam, Jo Randerson, Dr 
Paul Wood, Brannavan Gnanalingam 
and Phoebe Morris.  Email the school at 
office@brooklynprimary.school.nz for more 
info and tickets. 

School renovations, another delay due to 
the lockdown, are back underway.  The 
framing of the new building is going up 
at Ridgway School with the contractors, 
Naylor Love, hoping to get the roof on 
soon.  At this stage it is looking like the 
school will be able to move into it in 
March next year.  Meanwhile, Brooklyn 
School’s redevelopment is finally coming 
to an end, with an official opening 
and blessing scheduled for next term.  
With the upper playground back in use 
again, the morning flag raising is able to 
recommence with year eight students, 
Tommy Seevens and Elliot MacDuff, back 
performing this task and choosing which 
flag goes up each day. 

Term Four commences on Monday 18 
October. 

Julie Seevens

Term Three is drawing to a close, and what 
a strange term it turned out to be, with 
a Level 4 and 3 lockdown coming right 
in the middle of it.  After a few weeks of 
online learning, schools are almost back 
to normal and it’s great to sit here in the 
office at the community centre and hear 
the kids at Brooklyn School having fun in 
the playground.  However, being at Level 
Two does unfortunately mean there has 
had to be some cancellations of events, 
including the central and inter-zone 
swimming competitions; ArtSplash and 
DanceSplash; class visits to the Brooklyn 
library; and St Bernard’s weekly Masses.  
Brooklyn School also had to postpone their 
main fundraising event of the year, the 
“Appetites” evening, where local authors 
talk about their books over drinks and 
nibbles. This has now been rescheduled 
to Thursday, 18 November.  It is a hugely 
entertaining evening and is this year 
being emceed by Dave Armstrong.  Guest 

SCHOOL NEWS

would appreciate your time to fill in the 
quick survey! You can find the survey 
here: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/
1FAIpQLScbr3F81pZCDbcor9mfm7X
LBY5c2MCmnE9L9ruXzsFUJ9JEJw/
viewform?usp=sf_link 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me at 
burtpeliz@myvuw.ac.nz with any questions 
or concerns regarding the project. All will 
be appreciated!  

This project has Victoria University of 
Wellington Human Ethics Approval 
0000029908 

My name is Eliza, and I am a Master of 
Conservation Biology student at Victoria 
University of Wellington undertaking a 
course in Ecological Restoration. I am 
working alongside the Polhill Protectors to 
build on the community’s relationship with 
native wildlife and domestic cats in and 
around Polhill Waimapihi Reserve.  

I am conducting an anonymous online 
survey because I am interested in hearing 
your thoughts on the best ways to keep 
our pet cats and native wildlife safe. I 

CAT SURVEY

UPDATE
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LOCAL NEWS
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The top photo is of Cleveland Street during the 1970s. The main change from the recent 
colour photo, is the building with Seymour’s Stationery & Hardware to the right, where 
Brooklyn Kids Early Childhood Education is now. If you look closely on the wall of the 
building you can just make out an election poster for Gerald O’Brien, the local Labour MP.  

2021 photo credit: Euan Harris 

Looking down Cleveland Street. The top photo was taken in the 1970s and the main 
changes are the GHB Foodmarket to the left, where Wing on Chang is today. The 
Metlink buses are longer and larger than the old WCC ‘Big Reds’, as they were known 
back then. There is also noticeably more tree growth on either side of the recent photo.  

2021 photo credit: Euan Harris

THEN AND NOW THEN AND NOW
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M
ON

DA
Y PILATES Contact Faye Tohbyn on 022 054 2369 or 

fayetohbyn@gmail.com9 - 10 AM

Improve your movement, posture & 
breathing. Contact Toni McWhinnie on  
475 3355 or email temcwhinnie@gmail.com

10:30 - 11:30 AM FELDENKRAIS

TU
ES

DA
Y

During school terms. For details contact 
Ross Young on 021 264 0440 or email 
ross.young@stjohn.org.nz

6:30 - 8 PM ST JOHN 
CADETS

W
ED

NE
SD

AY

FAMILY FIT 
KARATE

Beginners Karate (5+ years). Contact 
Patricia Reilly on 027 297 6049 or 383 
9371. Email: preilly64@gmail.com 
Online: www.familyfitkarate.co.nz

5:30 - 6:15 PM

GET FIT FAST Cardio & Core strength workout (12+ years). 
Contact Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.     7:30 - 8 PM

Contact Adam Hendry, Childcare 
Programme Manager.  
Phone 385 0089 or email childcare@
brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz. 

CHILDCARE 
PROGRAMMES

BEFORE SCHOOL 
AFTER SCHOOL

HOLIDAYW
EE

KD
AY

S
BROOKLYN COMMUNITY CENTRE

18 Harrison Street

what’s on at your

FELDENKRAIS Contact Toni McWhinnie on 475 3355 
or email temcwhinnie@gmail.com10 - 11 AM

TABLE 
TENNIS

Open to all ages and ability. Tables, bats 
and balls provided. Contact Philip on 934 
7445 or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com

9 AM - 12 PM

Contact Margaret 389 3028  
or email marrexj@gmail.com6 - 7:30 PM BROWNIES

TH
UR

SD
AY

Contact Ferne on 389 1433 or email: 
ferne.david@xtra. co.nz6:30 - 7:30 PM TAI CHI

FR
ID

AY PILATES Contact Faye Tohbyn on 022 054 2369 or 
fayetohbyn@gmail.com 9 & 10 AM

SA
TU

RD
AY

DANCE CLASSES  
FOR CHILDREN

 
Email: info@db4dance.co.nz  
or view online at www.db4dance.co.nz9 - 10 AM
All levels welcome. Koha. BYO mat. 
Email: jetbluenz5@gmail.com. See Jenn’s 
updates on Facebook at ‘Blue Ocean Yoga’.

10:30 AM VINYASA 
YOGA

Brooklyn Market  Sat 11th December 
from 12pm to 4pm.  Contact 384 6799 or  
market@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

12 - 4 PM QUARTERLY 
MARKETS

SU
ND

AY

EKKAALLAM 
CHURCH

Tamil Christian worship and service. 
Contact Robert tec.wgtn@gmail.com 
or 027 858 9916

10 AM - 12 PM

Contact Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.5:30 - 7:30 PM FAMILY FIT 
KARATE

To book Brooklyn Community Centre for classes, groups or events contact  
Euan Harris on 384 6799 or coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

FRIDAY 
CIRCLE   11 AM - 2 PM

KANGATRAINING Post natal classes for new mums and their 
babies with Hannah Foley.  
Email hannah@kangatraining.co.nz

10  - 11:30 AM

KARATE Contact Patricia Reilly 027 297 6049. 
Email: preilly64@gmail.com

5 - 6:30 PM

CRAFT 
CONNECTIONS

Fortnightly crafters social group.  Contact 
Louise email: louisebrockway.nz@gmail.com

10 AM  - 12 PM

TABLE 
TENNIS

Inquiries Philip on 934 7445  
or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com.8 PM 

W
ED

NE
SD

AY

Seniors Social Group, meets weekly 
for light lunch and activities. Contact 
Euan Harris, details at bottom of page

Have a great time connecting with the 
community while learning to dance. 
Newcomers 5-6pm. Intermediates 6 - 7pm. 
Contact Nick. Email: nicklhill80@gmail.com 

5 - 7 PM
BALLROOM & 
LATIN DANCE 
CLASSES



Cats Protection Wellington has some 
gorgeous new products available online 
and on the street this month. 
The stunning 2022 CPW Calendar features 
cats who stayed in our shelter before 
finding their forever homes. Each month 
has a lovingly photographed cat and their 
own unique happy story. 

FUNDRAISING 
MONTH FOR CPW

Available in two square sizes (20cm 
and 30cm), the full-colour, ring-bound 
calendars are printed on quality silk-matte 
card, with the support of our awesome 
printers Wakefield Digital.  

The CPW-branded “Dreaming Cat” tee-
shirt, created and designed by volunteer 
Helen Wang, is available in several sizes in 
our online shop. This is already proving 
massively popular with our Wellington 
supporters, and coming soon are new tote 
bags, featuring the same design. 

Also, in great demand are Debbie 
Wareing’s handmade bead and cat-
themed dangly earrings, as well as her cute 
Christmas cards, which feature more of our 
ex-cats getting into seasonal spirit. 

Proceeds from all these items goes toward 
keeping our shelter cats fed, healthy, and 
loved, until they find new homes. You can 
also support us during our annual street 
appeal this year on 14 – 16 October. 

You can find out more about our cats 
and purchase our products online at: 
catsprotectionwellington.org.nz/shop. 

CENTRAL PARK
friends of

Central Park is in its sweet spot right 
now. Spring is upon us, bringing with 
it a collage of colour – but it’s early 
enough that the weeds haven’t yet become 
completely feral. Just a little feral. So, if 
you want to ease into weeding in our local 
shared park, now is the time. 

Over lockdown, a handful of hearty souls 
skidded down the near vertical banks off 
Brooklyn Road, carrying armloads of trees 
to plant. Those not blessed with excellent 
coordination skidded down on our bums 
and engaged in a bit of tree tossing. Flying 
really is the fastest way from A to B. 
Happily, no trees or people were injured 
in this activity and appropriate social 
distances were maintained. In twenty years 
small stands of kahikatea may have grown 
level with the road, reminding us of these 
strange times. 

We’re noticing the spread of new threats to 
the park, including the previously featured 
climbing asparagus. This weed is tricky 

to remove and requires a lot of careful 
hand-crafted effort. The more people that 
help, the better. The good news is that we 
can have working bees during Level Two, 
complete with morning tea. So, if you’re 
at a loose end on the second Thursday or 
last Sunday of the month, please join us. 
Bring your own mug and gloves if you have 
them, and your phone to scan the QR code 
for the working bee. 

Next working bees 

Thursday 14 October 10am – 12pm (and 
every second Thursday of the month.) 
Meet at the playground. 

Sunday 31 October 10am– 12.30pm Meet 
at park entrance on Washington Avenue. 

Check https://www.meetup.com/upstream/ 
for confirmation of working bees. 

Contact Lynne at all.whites@xtra.co.nz  
Everyone welcome!  

UPDATE
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LOCAL GROUP

ST JOHN YOUTH 
GROUP
Celebrating the 90th Anniversary of 
Brooklyn Youth Division   

Penguin programme for 6 to 8 year olds 
Penguins are the youngest group 
within St John and are headed by 
‘Primo the Penguin’ - the programme’s 
mascot who makes sure everyone’s 
having a good time. He’s always 
getting up to all sorts of fun and 
adventure. Activities can include 
visits, fun days, competitions, and 
camps. Children meet once a week 
during the school term to learn basic 
first aid and other practical life skills. 
The programme encourages common 
sense, honesty, self-control, courage 
and a sense of fair-play. 

For further information please contact 
Karen Don on 0274046343 

Cadet programme for 8 to 18 year olds 
Belonging to the Cadet programme 
develops leadership and decision-
making skills, grows a powerful sense 
of responsibility, builds self-esteem 
and encourages a caring attitude to the 
environment and community. Cadets 
also receive training in first aid and 
emergency skills. Cadets meet once a 
week during the school term. All cadets 
participate in the ‘Grand Prior’s Award 
Scheme’, where they work towards 
badges in various subjects. There’s a 
wide range of courses to choose from 
- some are compulsory, others can be 
selected to reflect personal interests. 

For further information please contact 
Ross Young on 0212640440. 

The best way to ask any questions, 
or to find out what cool and exciting 
stuff we do in the Brooklyn youth 
programme, is to come along and see 
us in action. We welcome parents and 
prospective new members to come 
along and check us out. Remember, 
we meet during school terms; come 
along you are most welcome. 

COVID UPDATE: St John Youth will 
still operate at levels 1 and 2 with the 
necessary precautions observed. 

WHATS YOUR HOME 
REALLY

Give us a call for a free no obligation chat
YOUR BROOKLYN AREA SPECIALISTS
Alex Mulholland

027 397 9172
alex.mulholland@harcourts.co.nz

Vinay Kumar 
027 564 3112

vinay.kumar@harcourts.co.nz

Worth?

VinayAlex
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Spring is renowned for alternating between 
being a lion and a lamb, and we certainly 
have had our share of changeable weather, 
but as I write this it is a lovely spring day, 
sunny with a gentle breeze. And, with  
daylight saving starting, the kowhai trees 
blooming around the suburb, the shedding of 
cardigans during the day, and maybe, maybe, 
most of the country  allowed into Level One 
shortly, the immediate future is looking more 
optimistic. As for the long term - well, if we 
dwell too much on the possibilities of Covid 
mutations, climate change, and the alarming 
state of our indigenous flora and fauna, we 
could get very glum. (We won’t even mention 
politics.) So, concentrate on the small joys, 
like the spring blossom and that pair of 
fantails flitting round your garden. 

Spring also signals the end of the planting 
season, which in theory is June, July, and 
August. Walking round our suburb, I see 
that Friends of Owhiro Stream (FOOS)  are 

not the only group who have not managed 
to get everything they ambitiously set out 
to plant, in the ground. At FOOS, we are 
lucky to have a nursery and shade house with 
an automatic watering system, where we 
can nurture our unplanted stock until next 
season. Our nursery is at 11 Vennell St, next 
to the Vogelmorn Hall, and while small, is 
well set up, thanks to hard work and know-
how by members of our group. Our (very) 
small group  meets there most Wednesday 
mornings from 10am – 12pm and you are 
welcome to call by and have a look at what 
we are doing. We would especially welcome 
people  who actually knew about propagating 
native plants, rather than making educated 
guesses as we do. You might even get a cup 
of coffee! 

Janet Campbell 

for Friends of Owhiro Stream 

email   owhirosteam@gmail.com

BROOKLYN 
SCOUT HALL - 
RESTORATION AND 
IMPROVEMENT

Following the 100th anniversary of the 
Brooklyn Scout Group it was clear that 
the Hall built by the Scouts needed 
some serious loving. As we approach the 
90th birthday of the Hall, Rex Collett 
and Erina Papps share memories of 
what started as just a bit of maintenance 
and  grew into a series of improvement 
projects, including a new basement area for 
activities and storage; a new kitchen; and 
a deck around the back to create indoor 
outdoor space. We took the opportunity 
to properly retain the little lawn and picnic 
area part of the community orchard by the 
footpath on Harrison Street, and make a 
safe path down to the restored basement. 
Of course, this required considerable fund 
raising and, most importantly, labour 
contribution from a number of dedicated 
Scout families—all up we contributed a 
few thousand hours over a couple of years. 

The paint job was a miracle of Scout 
community energy. We put up the scaffold a 
week before Easter 2013, water blasted, and 
over Easter weekend the place was crawling 
with painters of all descriptions and levels of 
competence —but we got it done, including 
weather board repairs. Needless to say, it’s 
starting to show its age again but it will be 
easier this time with the bank cleared of 
rubbish and the new deck to give a stable 
footing for scaffold/ladders etc. And that 
was just the start, over the next two years we 
turned the basement into a room; re-piled; 
rewired; put in a new a kitchen; and built a 
deck to create more space for activities. 

Our 90th Hall birthday party is now 
around the corner. On Sunday 21 
November we’ll be gathering at the Hall to 
share stories and to hopefully check out the 
start of our latest restoration, which is the 
first of our new windows.  

We hope all those families and community 
groups associated with the Hall over our 
many years will join us as we celebrate this 
community treasure. To find out more, 
or, if you have a way you could help with 
our ongoing restorations and repair, please 
contact our Chair Anneleah Thornburrow on 
chair@brooklynscouts.org.nz

OWHIRO STREAM
friends of

LOCAL GROUPUPDATE
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Life springs forth 
The plums are in blossom and so are the 
early pears. Hopefully, the warmer and 
lighter days will bring the bees so all the 
blossoms are pollinated and we have a 
good set of fruit. The borage is starting 
to revitalise and this is always a buzz with 
our friendly pollinators. Our working bees 
move to Monday nights with the approach 
of daylight saving and we welcome 
everyone to come along from 5.30pm.  No 
experience is needed and you can come for 
as long or as short as suits. 

The orchard is now mature with most of 
the trees being nine or ten years old and 
providing kai for our community. The 

orchard is a picking orchard, not a harvest 
orchard; that means fill your pockets, 
not your bags, and there will be plenty 
for everyone. Since starting the orchard 
in 2009 a lot of our garden borders and 
structures have started to rot away. We 
are in the process of sorting this through 
Wellington City Council and community 
grants, and have a few more plans to keep 
improving this wonderful community 
resource. Watch this space. Another 
space we garden is a private garden in 
Brooklyn, and we will be holding a spring 
workshop on Sunday 17 October. This is 
an opportunity to learn what to plant in 
your vege garden for a summer eating. If 
interested, look out for our poster around 
the village and/or message our Facebook 
page, Brooklyn Food Group.  
@brooklynfoodgroupnz

BROOKLYN 
ORCHARD

Back in the 1950s when I was little, 
I  noticed most of the shops were 
quite small with dark, crowded 
interiors. The butcher’s shop always 
had a bar around the top of the wall 
with carcasses hanging by hooks from 
it; a big wooden chopping block in 
the middle, about waist high; and 
sawdust on the floor. Mum used to 
go to the butcher nearly every day, 
especially in the summer, as there were 
no refrigerators or freezers. We had 
a “safe” which was a metal cupboard 
with mesh to let the air circulate, it 
was attached to the trellis inside the 
side gate, so fresh air could constantly 
circulate. Meat would be stored there 
for a day or two before it was cooked. 

The grocers stood behind their counters 
and placed goods on the counter as you 
requested them. Basics such as flour and 
sugar were in huge wooden bins by the 
counter, and the grocer would scoop the 
amount you wanted into brown paper 
bags. Biscuits came in big square shaped 
tins to be weighed out and children 
used to go in to buy what remained 
in the tin - “A penny worth of broken 
biscuits please”. Cheese came in huge 
slabs or rounds which were sliced with 
a wire cutter. Ham, bacon, etc. was put 
on a big metal slicer with a motor. If 
Mum had a really big order, she would 
drop the written order into the grocer, 

who would  deliver it, sometimes in a 
van, or by grocer’s bicycle. However, 
as we lived on top of a hill, he usually  
came up in his car. 

There were a lot of dairies for 
basic items. Most people had a 
standing order for bread - Vienna, 
barracouta, or sandwich were the only 
choices. The bread was unsliced and 
unwrapped. We children often called 
for the bread on our way home from 
school, and we delighted in picking 
off the uneven bits of the loaf if it 
was broken in half. Dairies sold cones 
of ice cream, milk shakes, chocolate 
bars, and sweets - all set out in jars 
in tantalising rows along the counter. 
However, our house was privileged. 
Mum didn’t have to go right into 
Brooklyn for all her groceries, we had 
a grocer at the top of Helen Street, 
which supplied everything we needed.  

We put our milk bottles out at night 
by the front gate with the required 
metal coupons for the milkman. 
He would always come early in 
the morning, very quietly in his 
old truck, or horse and cart in the 
very early years. The milk wasn’t 
pasteurized then, though soon after 
the City Council pasteurized all the 
milk. Crates of half pint bottles were 
delivered to Brooklyn School each 
morning so we could have a bottle 
each at morning playtime. Sometimes 
in the summer it was left out in the 
full sun, so was luke-warm by the time 
we got it - not as nice! 

Chris Rabey

BROOKLYN 
THROUGH A 
CHILD’S EYES
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School. Catch 9:55 No 1 
bus to Island Bay. 

18 October – Crofton 
Downs to Trelissick Park. 
Catch 9:14 No 7 bus, then 
10:02 train. 

25 October – Labour Day 

1st November – Catch 9:51 
No 3 bus from Wallace St, 
then 10:07 No 2 bus to 
Seatoun.

BROOKLYN JUNIOR CRICKET 
CLUB At the old Wellington 
Bowling Club, Tanera 
Crescent, Brooklyn. More 
details online at  
www.bjcc.co.nz

FRIENDS OF OWHIRO 
STREAM Working bees 
on the second Saturday 
of the month 10am-
12:30pm. Contact Martin 
on 389 8995 or email: 
owhirostream@gmail.com 

PREDATOR FREE BROOKLYN 
Hello Kaka, goodbye 
rats! We’re looking for 
volunteers to host traps 
on their properties. If 
you’d like to help email 
predatorfreebrooklyn@
gmail.com

RATA PLAYGROUP Calm 
and nurturing place for 
babies and toddlers 0-3 
years to explore, learn and 
socialise with a parent or 
family member. Morning 
sessions available at Capital 
Montessori, Camrose Grove, 
Kingston.  

montessori.school.nz/playgroup 
or email  
rata@montessori.school.nz

THE KUNG FU SCHOOL  
Learn Shaolin Kung Fu for 
self defense and functional 
fitness. Wellington Swords 
Club Building, 2 Tanera 
Crescent, Brooklyn. 
Contact Rob Young on 021 
408 521 or  
wellington@shaolinkungfu.co.nz  
www.shaolinkungfu.co.nz 

ST JOHN PENGUIN AND 
YOUTH DIVISION 
Penguin Program 6-8 yrs.
Karen Don 027 404 6343
Youth Division 8-18 yrs.
Ross Young 021 264 0440
www.stjohn.org.nz

TURBINE TALKERS 
TOASTMASTERS CLUB Your 
local chapter of Toastmasters 
International. Tuesdays 
7:15pm-9:15pm fortnightly 
at the Reformed Church on 
Harrison St.  
Sam Day 022 436 8715,  
Sylvie 022 197 3610  
turbine@toastmasters.org.nz 
http://6879.toastmastersclubs.org

UPSTREAM – FRIENDS OF 
CENTRAL PARK Working 
Bees from 10am-12:30pm 
on the last Sunday of the 
month. Contact Lynne 
White at all.whites@xtra.
co.nz Come along for great 
conversations, meet new 
people, delicious morning 
tea and contribute to the 
care of Central Park. We also 
have a working bee from 

10am-12pm on the second 
Thursday of the month. 
Contact Celia Murphy at 
celia.r.murphy@gmail.com

SCRABBLE WELLINGTON 
Club nights every 
Wednesday from 7pm in 
the cafe area upstairs at the  
former Vogelmorn Bowling 
Club, 93 Mornington Road. 
All abilities welcome! First 
night free, otherwise $5/
night. Contact Nick Ascroft 
for more information. Email: 
nick_ascroft@hotmail.com 
or phone/text 022 675 1399.

VOGELMORN TENNIS CLUB 
Welcomes players of  
all ages and abilities. Join  
our social, family-friendly 
club. Club days, competitive 
play, professional coaching.

vogelmorntennisclub.com
call in, or email  
secretary1vtc@gmail.com  

WELLINGTON SWORDS 
CLUB By the Tanera 
Park bowling greens off 
Tanera Crescent. Contact 
Vicci Lamb - Head 
Coach. Phone 970 7496 
or email: bishop.lamb@
pistingaround.com

EVERY GIRLS’ & BOYS’ 
RALLY Thursdays during 
school terms from 7pm-
8:30pm at Ridgeway 
Christian Youth Centre, 117 
The Ridgeway, Mornington 
for ages 8 - 12. Contact  
Evan Tyler 027 274 2631 or
evanandrebecca@gmail.com

BROOKLYN BROWNIES, 
GUIDES AND PIPPINS
brooklyn.brownies@gmail.com
Pippins
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049
Brownies
Margaret Jones 389 3028
Brooklyn Guides
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049

BROOKLYN FOOD GROUP 
Local food and community. 
Working bees held weekly on 
Monday evenings from 5:30pm 
to sunset at the Brooklyn 
Orchard, end of Harrison St. 
thebrooklynfoodgroup@gmail.
com or www.facebook.com/
BrooklynFoodGroupNZ

BROOKLYN GARDEN CLUB 
Meets 1st Wednesday 
7:30pm from March to 
October at the Reformed 
Church on Harrison Street. 
New members and visitors 
welcome. Contact Ruth 
Jeffery on 027 430 0964 or 
email: ruthjeffery2@gmail.
com

BROOKLYN GECKOS 
HOCKEY FOR KIDS
Years 1-6 and new 
entrants. Fridays 
4-5:15pm at the Brooklyn 
Bowling Club astro turf 
at Tanera Park,  
8 Tanera Crescent. 
Just turn up on 
practice day http://
brooklyngeckoshockey.
weebly.com. Come and 
join us for free summer 
hockey training. 
 
 

BROOKLYN LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP 
Next meeting at 2pm on 
Saturday 20 November 
in the Brooklyn Library. 
Contact Sharon Macintyre 
027 634 4455 or 388 8088 
sharonmacintyre42@gmail. 
com or Chris Rabey 384 
9293 ships.pubs@gmail. 
com for more information

BROOKLYN MAINLY MUSIC 
Fun affordable 30 minutes, 
for parents or care givers 
to enjoy with their pre-
schooler(s). Morning Tea 
provided.  
Wellington Reformed 
Church 34 Harrison St. 
Rachel 022 407 9652

BROOKLYN NORTHERN UNITED
JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
First kicks enrolments open 
throughout the season. 
Email enquiries to info@
bnujfc.co.nz or visit us 
online at www.bnujfc.co.nz

BROOKLYN PLAYGROUP
Fun group for parents & 
caregivers with preschool 
children. Meets Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 9:30-11:30am 
during the school term at the 
Korean Church - 184 Ohiro 
Road. Turn up on the day.

BROOKLYN SCOUTS
Scout Hall, Harrison St.
Scouting is for boys and 
girls who love adventure. 
Keas 5-7 yrs, Cubs 7-11yrs, 
Scouts 11-14yrs, Venturers 
14-18yrs. Contact Gillian 

Boyes 972 9904 or 
gillianmay68@gmail.com

BROOKLYN SMALLBORE 
RIFLE CLUB Ages 14+ 
Sundays 6.30pm-8pm mid-
March to early October at 
the Royal Tiger Range, 131 
Russell Terrace, Newtown. 
To join contact Dianne 
Grain on 0274 449 641
d.grain@xtra.co.nz
www.bsrc.org.nz

BROOKLYN TABLE TENNIS 
9am-12pm Tuesdays and 
8pm Wednesdays at 
Brooklyn Community 
Centre. We welcome new 
members of all ages and 
ability. Tables, bats and 
balls provided. Phone 
Philip on 934 7445.

BROOKLYN TOY LIBRARY
The Toy Library is based 
in the Vogelmorn Precinct 
at 93 Mornington Road.
You’ll find us immediately 
to the right-hand side as 
you enter the main gate 
on Mornington Road. We 
have a fantastic range of 
toys for children aged 0-7 
years available to hire. Find 
us on Facebook or visit our 
website:  
brooklyntoylibrary.org.nz

BROOKLYN WALKERS 
Meet Monday mornings 
(except public holidays) 
outside the Brooklyn Library. 
Phone Susannah 384 7412 
or Clare 384 9054. 

11 October – Walk to 
Adelaide Rd via High 
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