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favourite stallholders we have some new 
offerings including a henna artist, soaps 
and bath salts, children’s clothes including 
beautiful smocked dresses, and the return 
of Alex from the Hippie Straw with her 
eco-friendly goodies which include straws, 
bamboo toothbrushes, and food storage 
bags.  This is our last market before 
Christmas so diary the date now and stock 
up on Christmas gifts.   

Brooklyn Community Association Committee 
The Brooklyn Community Association 
(BCA) who own and manage the 
Community Centre is seeking 
Expressions of Interest from Brooklyn 
residents to join the committee.  The 
committee’s role is one of governance 
and strategy and we would be especially 
keen to have new members join who 
could contribute to our strategic and 
future planning.  If this sounds like 
something you may be interested 
in finding out more about, please 
email Chris Rabey, BCA President, at 

Spring has arrived, and with it the usual 
windy days for this time of year;  we are 
all looking forward to the long summer 
evenings which hopefully aren’t too far 
away now.  We have a couple of thank 
yous this month. 

Vogelmorn Foundation 
The Vogelmorn Foundation has very 
generously given us a grant towards 
the revamp of the kitchen here at the 
Community Centre.  We are in the very 
early planning stages and hope to get 
work started in the not too distant future.  
Final plans are still to be decided as we 
work on upgrading to a semi-commercial 
kitchen which will enable greater use of it 
by the Brooklyn community. 

Thank you to John Atkinson 
Local carpet layer John Atkinson of 
Atkinson Flooring is retiring at the end of 
the year. John has advertised monthly in 
the Brooklyn Tattler for many years and is 
one our longest running contributors. We 
wish John all the best for his retirement 
and thank him for his advertising support 
over many issues. John says he will keep in 
touch with Brooklyn and looks forward to 
receiving the Tattler each month. His last 
Tattler advert is on page five this month. 

Market 
Our final market for the year is all set 
for Saturday 7 December at the new 
time of 12-4pm.  Along with our regular 
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president@brooklyncommunitycentre.
org.nz or call into the community centre 
and speak to Julie or Euan.  

“Neither Rain, Nor Sleet, Nor Dark Of Night Shall Stay These Couriers From The Swift 
Completion Of Their Appointed Rounds.”  So goes the American Postal Service motto.  This 
was brought to mind recently one Friday afternoon when WCC gardeners turned up in the 
pouring rain to cut the grass in the community centre playground.  Thank you WCC and 
contractors for tackling this job in the not very pleasant weather.

IN THIS ISSUE
From the Community Centre 2-3

Local Interview - Isobella Burdon 4-5

Library News 6

History 7

School Tips for Parents 8

Brooklyn School Building Project Update 10

Tennis Club Update 11

What’s On 12-13

School News 14

Residents’ Association 15

Friends of Owhiro Stream 16

Resource Centre News 17

Friends of Central Park 18

Cats Protection Wellington 19

Vogelmorn Community Group 20

Vogelmorn Precinct 21

Community Groups 22-23

BROOKLYN TATTLER NOVEMBER 2019  3 2  NOVEMBER 2019 BROOKLYN TATTLER

December 2019 copy due no later 
than 5pm Tuesday 19 November
Email your contribution to
tattler@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Brooklyn Tattler is published by the 
Brooklyn Community Association Inc. 18 
Harrison Street, Brooklyn. Association 
members accept no liability for the 
contents which have been prepared in 
good faith. Printed by Pivotal.

This month’s cover photo is of Brooklyn 
Playcentre in Harrison Street.  New 
families always welcome.  Photo 
Credit: Euan Harris 
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LOCAL INTERVIEW

This month Euan Harris talks to 
Isobella Burdon, Underwater Hockey 
world champion

Mitchell Street teenager Isobella (Belle) 
Burdon has been seriously into sport since 
her days at Brooklyn School. She’s played 
cricket, football, netball and swam. But 
her biggest passion is underwater hockey 
which she was inspired to try by her aunt 
who once represented NZ, and her elder 
sister Abigail who plays socially. Belle, 
who is in Year 12 at Wellington Girls’ 
College, trains five to seven times a week 
at the Kilbirnie Aquatic Centre, often 
arriving home at 10:30pm after playing 
from 7:30pm to 9:30pm. Her rigorous 
training routine also includes regular gym 
sessions to build up muscle strength.  

All this work and dedication paid off 
for Belle who competed in the Under 
19 Women’s Underwater Hockey World 
Championships in Sheffield, England 
during August this year, winning gold 
with the rest of her team. Only twelve 

OUT & ABOUT IN 
BROOKLYN  

players were selected from all of NZ and 
Belle was just one of two to be chosen 
from Wellington. This achievement 
is even more remarkable as Belle was 
diagnosed with Type One diabetes at 
age eight and then Stargardt’s Disease at 
age 12, an eye condition that affects her 
central vision. She was on the front page 
of the DomPost during April last year 
featuring in a story called ‘In the Pink’ 
after Nicky, her mother, approached 
Underwater Hockey NZ to ask if their 
pucks could be changed to a brighter 
fluoro pink colour for Belle; a request 
that was willingly granted. 

Getting selected to represent your 
country in a world championship is 

one thing, paying for the trip 
is another, as approximately 
$8,000 is needed for travel, 
accommodation, uniforms and 
day to day expenses. A number 
of competing countries, notably 
Australia, Spain, Belgium and 
Columbia fund all their players’, 
but with the exception of the 
better known sports like rugby 
and netball, funding in NZ 
is up to the individual. Belle 
and her family raised money 
through sponsorship, including 
grants from the Vogelmorn 

Foundation and Henderson Fund which 
is administered by Blind & Low Vision 
NZ (formerly the Blind Foundation).  
Local businesses Brooklyn Pharmacy, The 
Penthouse, Jarvis and Lowndes Electrical 
and Vivo Hair also donated prizes for a 
raffle. 

With all the funds raised Belle and her 
teammates flew from Auckland on 8 
August to Dubai then to Belgium for 
four days of training before touching 
down in Manchester to catch a two hour 
train ride to the championships in the 
host city of Sheffield. The medalling 
ceremony was a definite highlight with 
each team member being awarded a gold 
medal on the dais plus the traditional 
gift of a mascot animal representing the 
host country; in this case a stuffed toy 
British bull dog, complete with its own 
gold medal.  

Belle says to be a successful underwater 
hockey player you have to be able to kick 
your legs with flippers and that being 
able to hold your breath is a must. Her 
record is two minutes when training, 
but when playing, 10 to 30 seconds is a 
typical amount during a game, when the 
energy levels are higher. The stick used is 
sometimes referred to as a ‘pusher’ and 
not like your typical hockey stick, being 
much smaller for better manoeuvrability 
under water. Belle’s future goals are 
to aim for the world championships 
under 24 age group in two years’ time, 
and next year there is the trans-Tasman 
tournament to look forward to. Belle was 
great to talk with and is an inspiration 
to other young people who may have 
similar health conditions, to show what 
can be achieved at a high level if you are 
passionate about your chosen interest.

Visit us at
www.tvf.org.nz

The Vogelmorn Foundation has 
commenced distributing funds to 

local organisations and individuals. 

PO Box 14-330, Kilbirnie
Wellington, 6022

admin@tvf.org.nz

For more information or to apply for 
funding please visit our website. 

Applications MUST be made online.
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Chris Rabey takes a break from the 
History column this month.  Long term 
resident Graham Carpenter fills us in with 
some recollections from his childhood. 

There were three rather colourful characters 
from my childhood in Brooklyn, where I 
lived from 1940 until 1960. 

One couple, Alice and Stan Flavell, operated 
the ice cream and sweets kiosk for many 
years on the south side of the Vogue (now 
Penthouse) theatre cinema. The Vogue 
opened on 15 June 1939 and was originally 
owned by Ernest and Kathleen Ranish.  

Stan Flavell was tall, very lean, and 
sported a brown fedora hat, while his 
wife Alice was a friendly soul with a bun 
each side of her head. I always likened her 
to a fairy godmother as seen in Disney 
animated films. They also had a dark 
brown 1939 four door American car 

COLOURFUL 
BROOKLYN 
CHARACTERS

similar to what is illustrated. By day the 
Flavells ran a retail magazine/news agency 
on the east side of Cuba Street, between 
Vivian and Abel Smith Streets, which they 
had until at least 1964.  

The Flavells were childless but set up a trust 
for children under the Flavell name and 
run under the stewardship of the NZ Blind 
Foundation.  It is still in operation today.  

The third character was a woman who was 
rather tall (about 5ft 9 inches) and who had 
a stately posture. She was often seen waiting 
for a tram down by Picketts Corner at the 
west end of Cleveland Street. She was always 
heavily made up and over-dressed with a 
large picture hat, fur stole and elbow length 
fabric gloves.  The gloves had small fabric-
covered buttons from wrist to elbow, and 
she usually wore tear-shaped tinted glasses 
with a light coloured plastic frame.   She 
always looked about 15-20 years out of 
date, and was often seen ‘taking tea’ in James 
Smiths. From what I gather her name was 
Mrs Catherine Schaef; however the local 
kids (behind her back) called her ‘Mrs. Bits 
and Pieces’. 

Graham Carpenter
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HISTORY

Kia ora 

Love Your Device  
Monday 4 November 6.30pm 
Monday 11 November 6.30pm  
For those among us who are not so 
tech savvy we are hosting a couple of 
‘how to’ sessions in early November. 
These sessions are aimed at helping you 
build your confidence in using new 
technology. We hope that by building 
familiarity with your device your 
confidence will increase. No question 
is too silly; we have all evening and are 
happy to help.  Come along with your 
device; be it a smart phone, tablet or 
an i-device, we will take you through 
some steps at your own pace.  

Music for Mites 
Time: 10.30am for 30 minutes 
Where: Brooklyn Library – children’s area 

A new music and story treat on alternate 
Wednesday mornings is beginning on 
30 October.   This is aimed at pre-
schoolers and their caregivers however 
others are also welcome.   Using 
percussion instruments, song and 
story, we’ll explore rhythm and basic 

 LIBRARY
from the musical patterns in a fun and relaxed 

environment. We have lots of musical 
instruments for everyone to try out: 
for example tambourine, shakers and 
rattles. Expect lots of noise, fun and 
laughter. Be prepared to participate 
as everyone will get the opportunity 
to select their instrument of choice. 
Everyone is welcome to come and join 
in the fun with the wonderfully talented 
librarian, Sue. 

Ongoing sale 
We have set up a sales table that is 
continually being restocked. This month 
we will be selling withdrawn books; 
both adult and children’s. Something 
to think about for an extra Christmas 
stocking filler. 

Wellington Libraries has now opened 
another pop-up branch at the 
National Library
The books at this branch are 
reservable and you can return to any 
branch. Currently there are no fees 
for either of these services.   By the 
end of summer we are hoping to have 
a third branch up and running on 
Brandon Street. We also hope to have 
moved all the books and audio out of 
Central Library and into a warehouse. 
Once they are in-situ the items will 
reappear on the catalogue and then be 
reservable. 

Brooklyn Library has enjoyed 
welcoming the many patrons who 
have chosen to make our library their 
alternative library. We hope some of 
you will continue to visit not only 
the Brooklyn library but also our 
wonderful little village. 

Nā mihi 

Heather, Sue, Sara and the Brooklyn team



SCHOOL TIPS FOR PARENTS
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WRITING TIPS
You may think it’s almost impossible to 
improve your child’s writing outside 
of the classroom. You need to give 
them the opportunity to practice 
and improve which could be a very 
hard task for parents to accomplish 
in this technology driven age. Here 
are a few things you can do at home 
to improve your child’s writing. 

Read all the time Regular reading 
is a stepping stone to better writing 
and helps kids’ strengthen their 
writing skills. It helps expand 
children’s vocabulary and shows 
them different ways of using words. 
This also makes it easier for them to 
use these words in their own writing. 

Make writing fun Play games and 
activities that encourage writing. 
Crossword puzzles and word games 
are great for everyone.  

Create Writing Worksheets For 
young children just learning to 
write, try creating a worksheet where 
they can trace letters and words. 
Write out letters and words, place 
another piece of paper on top, and 
have your child trace onto the blank 
piece of paper. You can also create 
a connect-the-dots game by having 
your child trace along dotted lines 
and then tell you which letter or 
word they find. 

Use different writing materials 
Switch it up by writing with 
something other than a pen or pencil. 
Pavement out the back of the house, 
finger painting, or a salt writing tray 
are all fun writing activities. 

Write and post a Letter  Today, 
writing letters is a bit of a lost 
art. Encourage your child to write 
letters to friends or family members. 
More mature family members will 
especially love receiving handwritten 
letters and it’s a great way to work 
on improving writing skills. 

Use a journal  Keeping a journal 
is a great way to express thoughts 
and ideas while also working on 
improving writing skills. Plan an 
outing to pick a fun journal with 
your child and encourage them to 
write in it as much as possible.  

Create a writing space Set aside 
a little corner in your house that 
is completely devoted to writing. 
Having an area dedicated solely to 
writing will help free your child 
from distractions so they can focus 
on practicing writing skills. 

Find their interest Think about 
your child’s favourite book series. 
Or maybe they are obsessed with 
dinosaurs. Whatever their interests, 
connect them to writing.  

Use Technology There’s no getting 
around the fact that technology 
plays a huge part in our lives. Use 
it to your advantage by having your 
child create a blog. This can help 
them work on their writing skills by 
encouraging frequent writing habits. 

Writing is an important practical life 
skill. While developing great writing 
skills requires lots of time and 
patience, you can help your child 
with these simple writing exercises. 

Andrew Pozniak, Principal, St Bernard’s 
Primary School, Brooklyn

						

						

	

	

Would your child 
benefit from being 

in a smaller class, in a caring 
Catholic environment? 

 

St Bernard’s School Brooklyn has: 

§ Average class sizes of 16. 

§ Excellent academic results. 

§ Teachers able to pay closer attention to each child’s needs 
and support every child to grow intellectually, physically, 
emotionally and spiritually.  

§ A state-integrated, un-zoned, decile 9 Catholic primary 
school with on-site before and after-school care. 

We encourage families to come find out more about our school. 
We welcome children at all levels from Years 1 to 8.  

To learn more about our school, please contact us on 
principal@stbernards.school.nz or 04 389 9377  

 

www.stbernards.school.nz 

40 Taft St, Brooklyn 
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STAGE TWO 
NEARING 
COMPLETION
Since our last communication we have learnt 
the newly renovated Takahe (year 5 and 6) 
block will be finished in early December; 
at this stage we are aiming for 9 December. 
The joinery and windows are now in; it feels 
really spacious and we are looking forward 
to seeing the Takahe children in there.  
We have been working on the logistics of 
moving the children 
when this is block is 
complete. Part of this 
will entail Southbase 
Construction moving 
their site compound 
onto the double court 
for stage three of the 
redevelopment. They 

will be blocking the Harrison Street vehicle 
access off as part of their construction site 
resulting in access from Harrison Street via the 
new pedestrian access.  

There will be some movement of classes 
when this stage is finished. Firstly, we 
will move the Takahe children into this 
new learning space and then the Kiwi 
(year 3 and 4) children will move into 
the hall. Room 19 (new entrants) will 
move into the school library for the 
last few weeks of the term. The Kiwi 
Village prefabs will then become the new 
building site. 

I t ’s  b e en  a  h i ve  o f  a c t i v i t y 
down  a t  Voge lmorn  Tenn i s  C lub 
g e t t ing  in to  the  sw ing  o f  th ing s 
w i th  the  ne w  t enn i s  s e a son . 
Keep ing  u s  bu sy  i s  s o r t ing 
member sh ip  r eg i s t r a t i on s ,  t e ams 
fo r  s en io r,  m idweek  and  jun io r 
in t e r c lub,  coach ing  p rog r ammes , 
c lub  day s  and  a  work ing  bee  to 
t i dy  up  the  g rounds . 

The September  Opening Day 
had a  b ig  turn out  and as  per 
usual  the  food was  a  highl ight ! 
Lots  of  pos i t ive  comments  were 
rece ived about  the  Clubhouse 
re furbishment  –  huge thanks  to 
a l l  the  members  who he lped out , 
some putt ing in  a  huge amount  of 
t ime and ef for t . 

The LOVE TENNIS Fest iva l 
fo l lowed a  week la ter  with over  the 
100 c lubs  across  NZ taking par t 
in  thi s  in i t ia t ive  that  began in 
Wel l ington three  years  ago.  Heaps 
of  people  came down to check out 
the  Club and the  act ion was  rea l ly 
pumping. 

Some Senior  Club handicap games 
have  a l so  managed to  be  f i t ted 
in .  The Women’s  s ingles  & Men’s 
doubles  were  completed on Sunday 
6 October  when the  weather  was 
more  p leasant  than the  Saturday ! 
Brenda Simonsen took out  the 
s ingles ,  defeat ing Jane Pannu in 
the  f ina l s .   The Men’s  doubles 

went  to  John McCul loch and Ben 
Sty les ,  with Dave Les l ie  and Bi l l 
Clarke  the  runners  up.  The Men’s 
s ingles  f ina l  between Dave Les l ie 
and Ben Sty les  i s  s t i l l  to  come, 
with the  ra in eventual ly  se t t ing in 
and br inging the  Saturday tennis 
to  an ear ly  end. 

On the  Junior  s ide ,  a  few 
Vogelmorn Club Members  took 
par t  in  the  Wel l ington Junior 
Open.  A highl ight  was  Niamh 
Speir  taking out  the  12yr  Gir l s’ 
Si lver  Singles . 

I f  you are  interes ted in  g iv ing 
tennis  a  go,  pop in some t ime – 
you’l l  f ind the  Club on the  corner 
of  Mornington Road and Vennel l 
Street .  Tennis  i s  a  great  way to 
get  f i t  and make some new fr iends 
in  your  neighbourhood.  It’s 
been fantas t ic  to  see  lots  of  new 
members  jo ining up thi s  season, 
inc luding some beginner  p layers 
who are  rapidly  improving. 

Club days  are : 

Sunday  a f t e rnoons  f rom 1pm 
wi th  o rgan i s ed  g ames  and 
a f t e rnoon  t e a . 

Wednesday evenings  f rom 7pm. 

Midweek  Fr iday s  f rom 9 .30am – 
noon  whe re  r umour  ha s  i t  th e re 
i s  CAKE! 

The Juniors  have  the i r  Fr iday 
night  BBQs at  5 .30pm with 
organised fun and games . 

For  more  informat ion check 
out  the  Vogelmorn Tennis  Club 
Websi te  or  Facebook Page.

Sunrise from Brooklyn Hill  Photo credit Jess Van Rooyen

VOGELMORN 
TENNIS 
HAPPENINGS



TH
UR

SD
AY GET FIT FAST Cardio & Core strength workout (12+ years). 

Contact Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.6:30 - 7:00 PM

Fierce Tiger Tai Chi Chuan School. 
Beginners welcome. $10 casual and $35 
per month. Contact Ferne McKenzie on 
389 1433 or ferne.david@xtra.co.nz

6:30 - 7:30 PM TAI CHI

FR
ID

AY

PILATES Contact Liz 027 503 0211 or  
lizbirkett.yoga.pilates@gmail.com9 AM

In the RSA room during school 
terms. Connecting with Spanish 
speaking children. Email Maribel  
at tierralanguage@gmail.com

5:30 - 6:30 PM

TIERRA 
SPANISH 
LANGUAGE 
CLUB

SA
TU

RD
AY

DANCE 
CLASS FOR 
CHILDREN

Pre-school fun class 3 - 4 years  
9am to 9:30am. Ballet & Jazz class  
5 - 8 years 9:30am to 10am.  
Email: info@db4dance.co.nz  
or view online at www.db4dance.co.nz

9 - 10 AM

With Jenn, a certified yoga instructor.  
All levels welcome. $5 drop in. BYO 
mat. Email: jetbluenz5@gmail.com 

10:30 AM VINYASA 
YOGA

Brooklyn Market 7 December 2019 from 
12pm to 4pm.  Contact 384 6799 or  
market@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

12 - 4 PM QUARTERLY 
MARKETS

SU
ND

AY
EKKALLAM 
CHURCH

Tamil Christian worship and service. 
Contact Robert tec.wgtn@gmail.com 
or 027 858 991610 AM - 12 PM

Preschool Karate (4-5 years) 4:30-5 
pm or Beginners Karate (5+ years) 
4:30 - 5:15 pm. Contact Sensei 
Patricia 027 297 6049.

4:30 - 5:15 PM FAMILY FIT 
KARATE

Cardio & Core strength workout (12+ years). 
Contact Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.6:45 - 7:15 PM GET FIT FAST

To book Brooklyn Community Centre for classes, groups or events contact  
Euan Harris on 384 6799 or coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

BROOKLYN COMMUNITY CENTRE
18 Harrison Street

what’s on at your
M

ON
DA

Y PILATES Contact Liz 027 503 0211 or  
lizbirkett.yoga.pilates@gmail.com9 AM

During school terms. Contact 
Margaret 389 3028 or email 
marrexj@gmail.com

6 - 7:30 PM BROWNIES

TU
ES

DA
Y TABLE 

TENNIS

Open to all ages and ability. Tables, bats 
and balls provided. Inquiries Philip on  
934 7445 or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com.9 AM - 12 PM

During school terms. Carol 0274 321 
204 or Aleshia 027 322 5522.  
Email: aleshia.mcnicholl@stjohn.org.nz

6:30 PM - 8 PM ST JOHN 
CADETS

W
ED

NE
SD

AY

PORSE 
PLAYSCHOOL

During school terms. 
Contact Kerri on 801 6814 ext. 3 or 
email: kerri.davies@porse.co.nz9 - 11:30 AM

FAMILY FIT 
KARATE

Beginners Karate (5+ years). Contact 
Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.5:30 - 6:15 PM

GET FIT FAST Cardio & Core strength workout (12+ years). 
Contact Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.7:30 - 8:30 PM

TABLE 
TENNIS

Open to all ages and ability. Tables, bats 
and balls provided. Inquiries Philip on  
934 7445 or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com.8 PM 

Phone Adam Hendry 385 0089 or 
childcare@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

CHILDCARE 
PROGRAMMES

BEFORE SCHOOL 
AFTER SCHOOL

HOLIDAYW
EE

KD
AY

S

CRAFTY 
CONNECTIONS

Fortnightly crafters social group.  Contact 
Louise email: louisebrockway.nz@gmail.com10 AM  - 1 PM

TH
UR

SD
AY

LA LECHE       
LEAGUE   

Meets on the last Friday of the 
month during school terms for coffee 
and discussion about breastfeeding 
or parenting topics. Contact 
wellington@lalecheleague.org.nz

10 AM



NEXT MEETING – 
7:30pm Tuesday 12 November 2019: St Matthew’s Church,  

96 Washington Ave 
QUESTION TIME: Email us questions for Councillors by 2 November 

2019  Keep an eye on our Facebook page and Neighbourly for responses 
2020 meeting dates Lock these into your diaries now, all at St Mathews 7.30pm 

Tuesdays: 28 January, 10 March, 5 May.    
Congratulations Laurie Foon and Fleur Fitzsimmons as our elected WCC representatives 

and Thomas Nash, Glenda Hughes, Roger Blakeley, Daran Ponter and 
David Lee as our new Greater Wellington Regional Councillors.

Thanks and 
commiserations 

To those councillors who did not seek re-election: thank you we 
appreciate your service. Commiserations to those who offered their 
services but were unsuccessful. Our thoughts are with Justin and Andy 
as they await the possible re-count to confirm who the Mayor will be. 

Buses - your feedback 
needed  

KINGSTON: Main stop back to original position. Ramps are 
in. Cushions and RealTime signage awaited. BROOKLYN: 
Awaiting discussions with new GWRC Councillors for 
solutions. Send  your feedback on any bus related issues to: 
brooklynresidentswellington@gmail.com  

Emergency water tanks Limited number of emergency water storage/200 litre home water 
tanks and kits for sale, $110 (incl GST) each, order by email below.  

Vehicle turn around  Top of Harrison St: Awaiting local councillor response to our email 
requesting action on this. EMAIL us to indicate your support. 

Community emergency 
equipment 

Emergency water tank housed at Community Centre. In consultation 
with Brooklyn School and Community Association, sponsorship sought 
to purchase 10ft container to house emergency operating equipment. 

Wallace Street  
six month closure  

From December: plan ahead, there will be heavy congestion during 
peak hours due to watermain works for Omaroro Reservoir. Avoid area 
if possible.  Wright Street will be alternate route.

Come along to our meetings to be heard or email us with your queries, concerns and 
ideas: brooklynresidentswellington@gmail.com to sign up for newsletters  

Monthly update on issues 
and projects involving our 

community
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SCHOOL NEWS
The final school term for the year is now 
in full swing.  Before the end of the year 
though there is still a lot of learning to 
be done, along with a few excursions and 
visitors to the schools.  St Bernards have 
trips to the Playhouse Theatre and Capital 
E coming up in November while Ridgway 
School are looking forward to a visit from 
Project Jonah – a marine mammal welfare 
organisation who help stranded whales 
and dolphins.  Central and Southern Zone 
athletics are also coming up this month. 

The second stage of the property 
development at Brooklyn School is set 
to be completed in early December (see 
update on page 10) and the landscaping 
project has now started.  The school has a 
quiz night at the Brooky coming up this 
month with all proceeds going towards the 
landscaping work. 

Ridgway School have received approval 
from the Ministry of Education for the use 
of four portable classrooms on their fields 
during their rebuilding process.  The school 
is now awaiting approval from Wellington 
City Council so the project can go ahead. 

The Kapa Haka team at Ridgway 
School have been invited to perform 
at the National Library on Saturday 9 
November, as part of the Pukana Whanau 
Day.  Schools also recently participated at 
the Wellington Kapa Haka festival at St 
Patricks College. 

School winds up for the year on 18 
December for Ridgway and St Bernards 
pupils and a day later, on 19 December, for 
Brooklyn pupils. 

Julie Seevens

OSCAR approved for 
ages 5-13

•before/after school care
•holiday programmes
•affordable
•pick up/drop off available

St Bernards School Hall 
40 Taft St

admin@enjoychildcare.co.nz 
Phone: 022 651 0773

Feldenkrais® classes in Brooklyn
Mondays 10am and 7pm,  

Wednesdays 10am at the Vogelmorn Hall
For more details contact Toni: 

temcwhinnie@gmail.com or 475 3355
Individual lessons are also available

See also www.feldenkrais.org.nz

“How can such small movements 
make such a big difference?”

Help yourself:
Learn to move with more 
ease, balance and power



UPDATE

16  NOVEMBER 2019 BROOKLYN TATTLER

UPDATE

BROOKLYN TATTLER NOVEMBER 2019  17 

Spring has definitely been a mixture of 
‘lion’ and ‘lamb’ with some lovely, almost 
summery, weather mixed with cold 
southerlies and grey skies. The days are longer 
though, the sun really has some warmth 
when it appears, and the kowhai trees have 
been looking super gorgeous. But when do 
the seasons really start? In New Zealand, 
spring is officially declared on 1 September, 
summer on 1 December etc. Apparently, 
these are the meteorological seasons; other 
countries, including Europe and the USA, 
start and finish the seasons on the equinoxes 
and solstices. So which definition do you 
prefer? In Wellington, I certainly never think 
real summer has started until the solstice, 
around Christmas. Perhaps we should do as I 
read Finland and Sweden do - depend on the 
temperature? Over there spring is officially 
declared when the temperature rises above 0 
degrees C. Ouch! Or we could do something 
like the Irish who rely on an ancient Celtic 
calendar and celebrate spring on St Brigid’s 

Day -1 February (equivalent to 1 October 
here), perhaps use an ancient Maori calendar?

Last month, Whaitua te Whanganui a Tara 
met with Martin to look at Owhiro Stream. 
Never heard of Whaitua? The Whaitua 
committees are made up of local people 
with some expertise on the subject, formed 
under the umbrella of Greater Wellington 
Regional Council in collaboration with 
Mana Whenua, to “develop a programme 
to improve the quality of our streams, 
rivers, and harbours. Whaitua translates as 
catchment, and there are five Whaitua for the 
Wellington district - Kapiti, Wairarapa etc. 
Their aim is to take an integrated approach 
for each catchment, Ki Uta Ki Tai - from 
mountains to sea. I’ll probably have more 
news on this next month - in the meantime 
just look up Whaitua te Whanganui a Tara.

Janet Campbell

for Friends of Owhiro Stream

OWHIRO STREAM
friends of

We have enjoyed several outings this year 
and the opportunity to get out and about 
and explore Wellington.  A couple more 
trips have been planned before the end of 
the year, including a Christmas lunch.
WEDNESDAY CIRCLE PROGRAMME

10:30 am Morning Tea

Noon Lunch

12:45 pm Arthritic Exercise

1:15 pm Guest Speaker

2:15 pm Afternoon Tea

A varied line up of activities this month including, 
back by popular demand, - Susan Gordon.

WEDNESDAYS 1:15-2:15PM 
6 NOVEMBER – Trip
13 NOVEMBER – Celia Lashlie Documentary
20 NOVEMBER –  Comedian Susan Gordon 
from ‘Hen’s Teeth’
27 NOVEMBER – Debbie Coltman: My 
Story So Far 
At our AGM in June it was decided, due to 
declining numbers, that the Wednesday Circle 
programme will finish in December.  We know 
this decision has upset many people, but it didn’t 
seem cost effective continuing to run a programme 
for a small group each week.  Instead, we will 
transition to a grant-based organisation from 2020 
where a wider cross section of people of all ages will 
benefit from funding distributed in the Brooklyn 
Community.  More information on how to apply 
for funding will be published in the December 
edition of the Tattler. 

Jenny Swan, Coordinator

St Matthew’s Church 
96 Washington Ave
Phone 022 538 1030
brooklynresource 
centre@gmail.com
WEDNESDAYS 9AM – 4PM

Katie Underwood
THE QUIET ACHIEVER

“Would you 
like to know 

how much your 
house is worth? 

It would be 
my pleasure to 
offer you a free 

appraisal.

”
Contact me on:
m: 027 248 2061

t:   04 894 3717

e: katie.underwood
@raywhite.com
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Land�ll gas

Power

Tūtohi torohanga mō te 
Ruapara Whakatetonga

Southern Landfill  
proposed extension

Kei te pau haere te wāhi mō 
ngā rāpihi. Nau mai, uru mai 
ki te kōrero.
We’re running out of room for 
our rubbish. Come and join the 
conversation.

Contact us on
letstalk.wellington.govt.nz
(04) 499 4444  
landfill@wcc.govt.nz

CATS PROTECTION WELLINGTONUPDATE
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Next Working Bees Thursday 14 and 
Sunday 24 November. 

Meet 10am – 12.00pm on the last Sunday 
of the month (at the Jetty in Central Park) 

10am – 12.00pm on the second Thursday 
of the month (at the Playground).  

Check https://www.meetup.com/upstream/ 
for confirmation of meeting place. 

For more information, contact Lynne at 
all.whites@xtra.co.nz  Everyone welcome!   

Local Villains 

In October NZ Biosecurity Services has 
worked beside the main path through the 
park, removing some of the invasive pest weeds 
that threaten to smother the native trees and 
shrubs.  Here, one of their staff shows Richard 
Lucy, an Upstream volunteer, a swathe of 
Banana Passionfruit unravelled from nearby 
trees where it could grow up to ten metres to 
form a canopy, smothering other shrubs and 
trees with its dense foliage and preventing the 
establishment of native plant seedlings. 

Banana Passionfruit has a hanging pink 
flower that develops into an oval green fruit, 

bursting with seeds. 

See www.weedbusters.co.nz  for more information 
on pest weeds and how to control them. 

Upstream Volunteers  

Congratulations to Chris Rabey, an Upstream 
volunteer, who has just been elected President of 
the Brooklyn Community Association.  Here are 
some of Chris’s reflections on volunteering for 
Upstream: 

I have been a member of the Friends for about 12 
years.  A group of about half a dozen Brooklyn 
residents, Debbie (van Hamelsveld), Barbara 
Hardy, and myself, who were all frequent users 
of the park, heard through our local Councillors 
of the plan to rejuvenate Central Park and were 
looking for volunteers to assist with weeding, 
planting, etc. 

The first working bees comprised a mere handful 
of people, including Councillors Celia Wade-
Brown, Iona Pannett, and Ian McKinnon. All 
these three were to become regular volunteers and 
close friends over the years.  

Being a Brooklyn resident my whole life, I literally 
grew up enjoying the park, and still love wandering 
round it. 

CENTRAL PARK
friends of LADY OF THE LAP

Zoe is a stunning armful of tabby who is 
on a mission to hunt down the best ever 
lap. 

Although she came into the CPW shelter 
with the description of being a lap cat in 
her old home, she was not happy about 
suddenly having to share a house with 
many other cats. She initially rejected most 
overtures of friendship from volunteers 
and staff, and kept herself tucked away 
in her cage over winter. With spring 
arriving, however, she has done a complete 
turnaround and can usually be found on 
a sunny deck, waiting for someone to sit 
down so she can climb onto their lap for a 
cuddle. 

Zoe came to us because she can’t cope with 
babies, and her family are about to add a 
third child. She will be happiest as an only 
pet in a sunny home without children, and 
some outdoor access. 

We’re open to visitors at 29 Vancouver 
Street in Kingston from 12pm to 
4pm every Saturday and Sunday. 
Phone us on 04 389 9668, visit 
catsprotectionwellington.org.nz, or follow 
us on Facebook/cpwgtn to see daily 
pictures and videos of our amazing cats.
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Feldenkrais
Mondays 10–11am  
& 7–8pm  Wednesdays 
10–11am  Toni 475 3355 or 
temcwhinnie@gmail.com

Kardio Power 
Mondays 5.40–6.10pm  
Patricia 383 9371 or 027 297 
6049

Get Fit Fast
Mondays 6.15–6.45pm
Patricia 383 9371 or
027 297 6049

Steady As You Go 
Tuesdays 1–2pm 
Ann 499 6646 or 
communitysup@
wellington.org.nz

Wellington Iaido 
Tuesdays 6–7pm & Saturdays 
3–5pm.  Cam 021 263 0351 or   
info@wellington-iaido.com

Zumba
Tuesdays 7.30–8.30pm 
Natasha feelgoodzumba@
gmail.com

Dance Classes for 
Children 
Wednesdays 3.30–
4pm:   Preschool fun 
class  4–4.30pm:  
Ballet & Jazz for 5-8 
years  Deb  
info@db4dance.co.nz 

Danceworks Ballet Classes 
Thursdays 6–6.45pm:   
Floor Barre 8+ years  
6.45–7.45pm: Open Ballet 
11+ years  

Chloe 
moveitdanceworks@gmail.com

Baby Sensory Classes
Fridays 9am–1pm 
Mandy 022 510 1987 
or  wellingtoncitynz@ 
babysensory.com or  http://
www.facebook.com/ 
babysensorywellington

Wellington Naginata Saturdays 10am-12pm   
Contact Alice at alice.graham@compasshealth.org.nz

Beer & Brazier Craft 
Beer Tasting 
First Wednesday of the 
month 7.45-9.15pm

Youth Drama Classes 
Tuesdays 5.45-6.45pm Contact 
Imogen at wizztheatreacademy@
gmail.com

Beginner Piano Lessons
Tuesdays 3.30-5.30pm

Regular Working Bee - Roll your sleeves up and pitch in! Vogelmorn community goes 
best when we have people power to make things look lovely and run new projects. To 
make it easy, we’re starting a regular working bee - 1st Sunday of the month from 9-12.

THE HALL

VOGELMORN BOWLING CLUB

Zero waste
Family friendly
All welcome!

Vogelmorn Festival

FLEA MARKET 10AM - 1PM
(email francine.corhumel@hotmail.fr to book a stall)

DANCE + SUSTAINABILITY 
WORKSHOPS, ALL DAY FOOD, 
ART, HISTORY, WRITERS, 
MUSIC JAM + MORE

FREE ENTRY 
10am till Midnight

30 November 2019
Vogelmorn PRECINCT
93 Mornington Rd, 
Brooklyn

Live Music: 
1PM - The Flukes
2pm - Hoot’n’Annies
7pm - Bam Bam and the Rocksteady All Stars

8pm - Ingrid and the Ministers
9pm - Dr Reknaw

vogelmorn.nz

UPDATE
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Where Does Wellington’s Food Come 
From? 14 November 6.30-7.30pm 
(bowling club) Wairarapa Eco Farm 
delivers to pick-up points throughout the 
Wellington region, including Vogelmorn. 
Come and hear about sustainable 
agriculture and how our city relies on food 
from the regions.

VCG annual public meeting – 17 November 
4pm (bowling club) Join us over light 
refreshments for our annual public meeting 
to hear what we’ve been up to, what we’ve 
got planned and share your thoughts and 
ideas.

Vogelmorn Precinct Festival - Saturday 30 
November 10am: Flea market / clothes 
swap on the green or inside the hall if it 
rains (book your stall francine.corhumel@
hotmail.fr - Fitness workshop  11am: 
Sustainable treasure hunt - 11.30 am 
Karate demonstration  12.30: Workfit 
12-2pm: Have your family photo taken 
All day: History of Vogelmorn Bowling 
Club display, great black and white photos 
and text compiled by our local historian 
Chris who will answer your questions. 
1pm/2pm live music from The Flukes/
Hoot’n’Annies 1.30pm dance workshops 
2pm sustainable workshops 4pm bring 
your own instrument and join Fritz for the 
music jam. 5pm listen to our local writers 
including Jo Randerson and purchase 
a signed copy of their book. 6pm relax 
with a game of scrabble, chess or cards. 
7pm bands playing: Bam Bam and the 
Rocksteady All Stars 8pm Ingrid and the 

VOGELMORN 
COMMUNITY 
GROUP

Ministers 9pm Dr Reknaw.  Damascus 
cafe will be open during the day, with food 
trucks arriving from 5pm. (We’d love it if 
you could bring your plate, glass, knife and 
fork since it’s a zero-waste event!)

Café changes 
We’d like to thank Sacha for her amazing 
work running The Green Café and wish 
her well while she rests up. The cafe will 
start running again in the coming weeks 
under new manager Hasan Alwarhani’s 
Damascus brand (you may remember 
him from our community dinner series). 
He’ll offer a mix of traditional Syrian food 
alongside ‘traditional Kiwi’ favourites - as 
well as fine coffee of course.

Trampoline & pizza oven 
Our terrific trampoline has sadly worn out 
and needs replacing! We’d be very grateful 
for any contribution towards that or the 
community pizza oven we’re buying soon - 
donations are tax deductible!

VOGELMORN PRECINCT
Regular activities in Vogelmorn Spaces

vogelmornbc@gmail.com
https://vogelmorn.nz/
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COMMUNITY GROUPS

BROOKLYN BROWNIES, 
GUIDES AND PIPPINS
brooklyn.brownies@gmail.com
Pippins
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049
Brownies
Margaret Jones 389 3028
Brooklyn Guides
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049

BROOKLYN FOOD GROUP 
Local food and  
community. Working Bees  
held weekly on Monday 
evenings from 5:30pm 
to 7pm at the Brooklyn 
Orchard, end of Harrison St.  
thebrooklynfoodgroup@
gmail.com or
www.facebook.com/
BrooklynFoodGroupNZ

BROOKLYN GARDEN CLUB 
Meets 1st Wednesday 
7:30pm from March to 
October at St Matthew’s 
Church. New members 
and visitors welcome. 
Contact Ruth Jeffery on 
027 430 0964 or email: 
ruthjeffery2@gmail.com

BROOKLYN GECKOS 
HOCKEY FOR KIDS
Years 1-6 and new 
entrants. Fridays 
4-5:15pm at the Brooklyn 
Bowling Club astro turf 
at Tanera Park,  
8 Tanera Crescent. 
Just turn up on 
practice day http://
brooklyngeckoshockey.
weebly.com. Come and 
join us for free summer 
hockey training.

 

BROOKLYN LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP 
Meeting 2pm Sat 30 
November at Brooklyn 
Library. Everyone welcome. 
Chris Rabey 3849293 
ships.pubs@gmail.com
or Sharon Macintyre    
027 634 4455  
or evenings 388 8088  
sharonmacintyre42@gmail.com

BROOKLYN MAINLY MUSIC 
Fun affordable 30 minutes, 
for parents or care givers 
to enjoy with their pre-
schooler(s). Morning Tea 
provided.  
Wellington Reformed 
Church 34 Harrison St. 
Rachel 022 407 9652

BROOKLYN NORTHERN UNITED
JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
Email enquiries to
bnujfc@gmail.com 
or visit us online at
www.sporty.co.nz/
brooklynnujfc
BROOKLYN PLAYGROUP
Fun group for parents & 
caregivers with preschool 
children. Meets Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 9:30-11:30am 
during the school term at the 
Korean Church - 184 Ohiro 
Road. Turn up on the day.

BROOKLYN SCOUTS
Scout Hall, Harrison St.
Scouting is for boys and 
girls who love adventure. 
Keas 5-7 yrs, Cubs 7-11yrs, 
Scouts 11-14yrs, Venturers 
14-18yrs. Contact Gillian 

Boyes 972 9904 or 
gillianmay68@gmail.com

BROOKLYN SMALLBORE 
RIFLE CLUB Ages 14+ 
Sundays 6.30pm-8pm mid-
March to early October at 
the Royal Tiger Range, 131 
Russell Terrace, Newtown. 
To join contact Dianne 
Grain on 0274 449 641
d.grain@xtra.co.nz
www.bsrc.org.nz

BROOKLYN TABLE TENNIS 
9am-12pm Tuesdays and 
8pm Wednesdays at 
Brooklyn Community 
Centre. We welcome new 
members of all ages and 
ability. Tables, bats and 
balls provided. Phone 
Philip on 934 7445.

BROOKLYN TOY LIBRARY
A wide range of toys for 
children aged 0-7 years 
available to hire. We 
are based at Capital 
Montessori School, 
Camrose Grove, Kingston. 
Visit brooklyntoylibrary.org.
nz for opening times and 
how to join.

BROOKLYN WALKERS
Meet Monday mornings 
(except public holidays) 
outside Brooklyn Library. 
Phone Susannah 384 
7412 or Clare 384 9054. 
11 November – Walk 
or catch No.7 bus to 
Quebec Street to meet at 
Wharangi Track.   
18 November – Simla Cr, 
Lucknow Tce into Nairnville 

COMMUNITY GROUPS

Park. Take 9:14 No.7 bus.
25 November – Southgate, 
Mt Albert, Zoo, Newtown, 
City. Take 9:39 No.29 bus.
2 December – Brooklyn 
to Wallace Street then take 
9:36am No.3 bus to Kilbirnie. 
BROOKLYN JUNIOR CRICKET 
CLUB At the old Wellington 
Bowling Club, Tanera 
Crescent, Brooklyn. More 
details online at  
www.bjcc.co.nz
FRIENDS OF OWHIRO 
STREAM Working bees 
on the second Saturday 
of the month 10am-
12:30pm. Contact 
Martin on 389 8995 or 
email: owhirostream@
gmail.com 

PREDATOR FREE BROOKLYN 
Hello Kaka, goodbye 
rats! We’re looking for 
volunteers to host traps 
on their properties. If 
you’d like to help email 
predatorfreebrooklyn@
gmail.com

RATA PLAYGROUP Calm 
and nurturing place for 
babies and toddlers 0-3 
years to explore, learn and 
socialise with a parent or 
family member. Morning 
sessions available at Capital 
Montessori, Camrose Grove, 
Kingston.  
montessori.school.nz/playgroup 
or email  
rata@montessori.school.nz

 

THE KUNG FU SCHOOL  
Learn Shaolin Kung Fu for 
self defense and functional 
fitness. Wellington Swords 
Club Building, 2 Tanera 
Crescent, Brooklyn. 
Contact Rob Young on 021 
408 521 or  
wellington@shaolinkungfu.co.nz  
www.shaolinkungfu.co.nz 

ST JOHN PENGUIN AND 
YOUTH DIVISION 
Penguin Program 6-8 yrs.
Karen 389 4060
Youth Division 8-18 yrs.
Carol 0274 321 204
www.stjohn.org.nz

TURBINE TALKERS 
TOASTMASTERS CLUB 
Your local chapter of 
Toastmasters International. 
Tuesdays 7:15pm-9:15pm 
fortnightly in  
St Matthew’s Church lounge.  
John 029 771 3171,  
Sylvie 022 197 3610  
turbine@toastmasters.org.nz 
http://6879.toastmastersclubs.org

UPSTREAM – FRIENDS OF 
CENTRAL PARK Working 
bees on the last Sunday of the 
month 10am-12pm at the 
Jetty, a few hundred metres 
along the main path. Come 
along for great conversations, 
meet new people, fab 
morning tea and contribute to 
the care of Central Park. We 
also have a working bee from 
10am-12pm on the second 
Thursday of the month. Meet 
at the playground. Contact 
Lynne at all.whites@xtra.co.nz

VOGELMORN COMMUNITY 
GROUP Based at the 
Vogelmorn Precinct, 
running workshops and 
events at the Vogelmorn 
Bowling Club and Hall 
on the corner of Vennell 
Street and Mornington 
Road. For information 
or enquiries visit 
vogelmorn.nz or email 
vogelmornbc@gmail.com 

VOGELMORN TENNIS CLUB 
Welcomes players of  
all ages and abilities. Join  
our social, family-
friendly club. Club 
days, competitive play, 
professional coaching.

vogelmorntennisclub.com
call in, or email  
secretary@
vogelmorntennisclub.com 

WELLINGTON SWORDS 
CLUB By the Tanera 
Park bowling greens off 
Tanera Crescent. Contact 
Vicci Lamb - Head 
Coach. Phone 970 7496 
or email: bishop.lamb@
pistingaround.com

EVERY GIRLS’ & BOYS’ 
RALLY Thursdays during 
school terms from 7pm-
8:30pm at Ridgeway 
Christian Youth Centre, 117 
The Ridgeway, Mornington 
for ages 8 - 12. Contact  
Evan Tyler 027 274 2631 or
evanandrebecca@gmail.com
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