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from the

COMMUNITY
CENTRE
BROOKLYN COMMUNITY CENTRE
PHONE 384 6799

Hello and welcome to the May edition of
the Tattler. Due to the Covid-19 lockdown
we are unable to print again this month,
but we are hopeful it will be “business as
usual” for the Tattler next month. We
hope you have been coping well during the
lockdown; we have certainly been blessed
weather wise and it has been great to see
so many families out and about walking
Brooklyn’s hills on the many sunny days we
have had this past month.
A little bit of normality in these strange
times has been by way of Jackie and the
team at Wing on Chang in Cleveland
Street, who have been open for business
throughout the lockdown. I have enjoyed
trekking down Todman Street every few
days to stock up on milk and bread there,
avoiding the supermarket until absolutely
necessary. It has also been reassuring to
have the Brooklyn Pharmacy open, often
with a small queue waiting outside. As we
move to Level 3, more of our Brooklyn
businesses will be able to trade, albeit
under the strict Level 3 guidelines, and it
is more important than ever to support
our locals, so if you are able to, please do
so. We have compiled a list of local food
outlets that will be open from Level 3 later
in the issue, but please check the Greater
Brooklyn Residents’ Association’s Facebook
page for up-to-the -minute information.
Before & After School Care Schools open
under Level 3 for children whose parents/

caregivers are required to work outside of
the home. Unfortunately, we are unable to
provide childcare here at the centre until at
least Level 2 is reached. We have, however,
been able to assist this past month with
childcare in essential workers’ homes.
Lauren, one of our childcare supervisors,
has been doing a great job providing this
service for one of our local families.
Meals on Wheels MOW deliveries are
an essential service and have continued
throughout the Covid-19 lockdown,
thanks to volunteer coordinator Sue
Devereux who has ensured that deliveries
go ahead by keeping volunteers up to date
with Covid-19 information and supplied
with gloves and sanitizer to carry out their
deliveries safely. Sue is after more volunteer
delivery drivers to help with this valuable
service either on a weekly, fortnightly
or monthly basis. Please contact Euan
for more information at coordinator@
brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz or on
021 0902 1340.
Anzac Day For the first time since the
Brooklyn ANZAC day memorial service
began in the 1920s; there was no ceremony
this year due to Covid-19. However
members of the Wellington RSA, the
Brooklyn Community Association (BCA)
and local residents made the pilgrimage
to the War Memorial on Sugarloaf Hill
to pay their respects. Phillip Bolton laid a
wreath of behalf of the RSA and BCA, and
throughout the day other people also put
wreaths at the steps of the War Memorial.
Sylvia Heaven Former long-time Brooklyn
resident and Brooklyn Community
Association life member, Sylvia Heaven
was on the front page of the Dompost on
22 April over the refusal of the Hutt Valley
DHB to test her for Covid-19. Sylvia,

who now lives in the Shona McFarlane
Retirement Village, had gone into Hutt
Hospital for a skin graft and wasn’t
allowed to return to her home because
Ryman Healthcare requires all returning
residents to be tested. The DHB initially
refused a test because she displayed no
symptoms. Thankfully her daughter
and care giver Sandy Fea managed the
situation and Sylvia was eventually tested
and returned home. Sylvia lived on
Brooklyn Road and was a BCA committee
member for many years often helping out
at the monthly Brooklyn Markets in the
kitchen with Gwen Devereux who is also
a BCA life member.
Yoga Jenn Thompson, our Saturday yoga
tutor, is running virtual koha classes on
Facebook live and Zoom. Saturday classes
run for 60 minutes starting at 10:30am
and she has added a Wednesday evening
class at 6pm. See updates on Facebook
at ‘Blue Ocean Yoga’ or contact her at
jetbluenz5@gmail.com for more details.
Level 3 Restrictions Level 3 for most of
us will look much the same as Level 4,
with the exception of being able to take a
night off from cooking – and being able
to get a takeaway coffee! The following is
advice from the WCC website in regards to
restrictions for our city at Level 3.
WCC Facilities All facilities including
community centres, libraries, swimming
pools, skate parks & playgrounds,
Kilbirnie Rec Centre, ASC Sports
Centre, Wellington Zoo, Zealandia, the
Cable Car, Harbourside market, public
toilets (apart from those open at Level
4) and the WCC service centre will
remain closed.
Rubbish & Recycling Under Level 3
WCC will not be collecting any roadside
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recycling, including glass. The latest advice
is to not stockpile recycling apart from any
paper products that have not been used to
contain food. The Southern Landfill remains
closed to the general public during Level 3.
Council services resuming at Alert Level 3
•

Parking – metered and coupon
parking will resume normal service
on Tuesday 12 May alongside existing
Parking enforcement activities
•
Graffiti removal
•
Building Consents & Resource
Consents
•
Land Information Memorandums
(LIMS)
• Noise Control – full service
• Public Health – limited service
• Council Committee meetings – will
continue via Zoom meetings
“Keeping up the great work of staying safe,
staying separate, staying local, and following
good hygiene procedures is the best way
of ensuring we get to Level 2 as quickly
as possible. Kia kaha Wellington.” Andy
Foster, Wellington Mayor.

CONTACT US
Hall Hire and General Enquiries:
coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Accounts:
accounts@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz
Manager:
manager@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz
Tattler:
tattler@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz
Market:
market@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz
Main Office: 04 384 6799
Childcare Office: 04 385 0089

Stay Safe, be kind to each other, and please
keep to the Government’s directives so we
can get down to Levels 2 and 1 quickly.
We look forward to seeing you and
resuming our normal activities here at the
Community Centre as soon as we can.
Julie, Euan, Olly, Phillip, Adam, BCA
Childcare Supervisors, and BCA Committee
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Childcare Programmes:
childcare@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Check the WCC website for up-to-theminute information. https://wellington.
govt.nz/your-council/news/2020/04/wccat-level-3

Kia Kaha

from the

A
P
E
W

Kia ora everyone
We h o p e y o u a r e a l l k e e p i n g
safe and have a positive
outlook as we move towards
a return to life as we knew
it. I see lots of family groups
and others out walking in
t h i s b e a u t i f u l w e a t h e r. A t
the same time, it is nice to
see and hear the wildlife
who, I am sure, are happy
to have less noise in their
environment. I know I
have seen more kereru and
piwakawaka around; whether
this is just autumn feeding
time, or because our habits
have been forced into change,
is up for debate.
W h a t ’s h a p p e n i n g a t t h e
Library? Physically nothing,
but there is plenty happening
online. Our lovely Sue
accepted the challenge to
digitally upskill and has
hosted a couple of Online
Story time sessions. These
a p p e a r o n WC L Fa c e b o o k

page in the video section,
along with some Baby Rock’n
Rhyme and Quarantunes
sessions. There are quite a
few videos put together by
some of our very talented
librarians so take a look. At
the same time, check out the
events page for some online
fun, and the YA blog for an
online writing class.
I k n o w i t ’s b e e n a l o n g s t r e t c h
w i t h n o a c c e s s t o t h e L i b r a r y,
and even I have begun to
use Libby elibrary to find
some alternative reading. It
is an easy format to come to
terms although not the same
a s h o l d i n g a p h y s i c a l c o p y.
However needs must be met
and at least it might help fill
the hours! I am also loving
being able to access movie
streaming on Kanopy and
B e a m a f i l m . S o m u c h v a r i e t y.
I know we are all watching
and waiting for a more liberal
sort of normality to return,
and while the media will keep
u s i n f o r m e d o f t h i s g e n e r a l l y,
for specifics around library
happenings, all updates will
appear on our website and
social media platforms.
Ta k e c a r e e v e r y o n e , s t a y s a f e ,
and we look forward to seeing
you all on the other side.
Na mihi nui
H e a t h e r, S u e , L a u r a , a n d t h e
crew at Brooklyn Library
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HEALTH AND WELLBEING

MENTAL HEALTH
It’s normal to feel distressed and to
experience symptoms of stress related
to COVID-19, especially if you or your
friends and family have possibly been
exposed to the virus. We are in uncertain
and unprecedented times, and everyone will
respond differently. Right now many people
are feeling worried, anxious or scared. So as
well as looking after our physical health we
also need look after our mental health.
Keeping connected
We’re all in this together, and while we
might not be able to be physically in touch
right now, it’s important to stay connected
in other ways. New Zealand is known
for its manaakitanga and now more than
ever we need to remember the power of
kindness and uniting together.
Top ways to look after your mental wellbeing
While there are things that we can’t control
at the moment, there are things you can do
to boost your mental wellbeing and that of
your loved ones:
Stay connected
This is important for our wellbeing, and
helps to make us feel safer, less stressed and
less anxious. We can support each other to
get through this. While we are limiting social
contact to contain the spread of COVID-19,
there are still lots of ways we can connect.
Acknowledge your feelings
It’s completely normal to feel overwhelmed, stressed,
anxious, worried or scared in the current situation.
Allow yourself time to notice and express what
you’re feeling. This could be by writing thoughts and
feelings down in a journal, talking to others, doing
something creative or practising meditation. Talk
with people you trust about your concerns and how
you’re feeling. Reach out to others.
6  MAY 2020 BROOKLYN TATTLER

UPDATE
Stick to routines where possible
Try to go to sleep and wake up at the same
time, eat at regular times, shower, change
your clothes, have regular e-meetings with
colleagues or virtual coffee dates with
friends and do your chores. Meditating and
exercising can help you to relax and have a
positive impact on your thoughts. Try not
to increase unhealthy habits like comfort
eating, drinking or smoking.
Check-in on other people who might need help
Reaching out to those who may be feeling
alone or concerned can benefit both you
and the person receiving support.
Seek accurate information from legitimate sources
You may find it useful to limit your media
intake. Get the facts from covid19.govt.
nz to help distinguish facts from rumours.
Seek information updates at specific times
once or twice a day.
Don’t be afraid to seek further
professional support
For support with anxiety, distress or mental
wellbeing, you can call or text 1737 to talk
with a trained counsellor for free, 24 hours
a day, 7 days a week.
Continue existing mental health treatment
if possible
Notice if your symptoms are getting worse.
Talk to your GP, counsellor, case worker
or mental health team about how they
can continue supporting you. Can your
appointments take place over the phone,
via email, text or video chat? What tips do
they have to help you get through? Who
can you call if you need help urgently?
Find the latest health information
The Ministry of Health updates their
webpage regularly. Get more detailed
health advice at health.govt.nz/coronavirus
Reprinted from the NZ Govt. Welfare Factsheet

FOOD FIX
The following local food businesses are open
for business under Level 3. Follow the Greater
Brooklyn Residents Association on Facebook
for up-to-date information. https://www.
facebook.com/brooklynresidentswellington/
The Brooky – takeaway menu available.
Phone order in for pick-up https://
brooklynbistro.co.nz/menu/takeaway-menu/
Salty Pidgin – takeaway menu available,
see Facebook page for menu. https://www.
facebook.com/saltypidgin/
Jo’s Pies – frozen pies available for
pre-order. Text or email for next day
pick-up https://www.facebook.com/
Jos-Place-649718925080699/; email
weemacjo@hotmail.com or text 021 739 101
Café Caribe – click and collect https://
www.facebook.com/CaribeCoffeeNZ/
Brooklyn Deli – bread orders taken for
twice weekly pick-up; https://www.
facebook.com/nz.brooklydeli/
email info@brooklyndeli.nz
Burger Wisconsin – takeaway menu
available https://www.burgerwisconsin.
co.nz/
Nanking Takeaway - phone first 385 6472
Brooklyn Fish - phone first 385 6510
Swagat India - takeaway only. Phone first
555 0390
Kingston Takeaways - phone first
389 9158
DamascusOK @ Vogelmorn (Hasan) Thursday, Friday, Saturday 9am - 7pm.
Contactless pickup or delivery. Variety of
takeaway options. Phone first 021 081
12298 or 027 963 1606
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LOCAL INTERVIEW

CATS PROTECTION WELLINGTON

OUT & ABOUT IN
BROOKLYN
This month Euan Harris talks to Pat Sellars, a
Mornington Road resident of over 40 years.
Long before she bought her
Mornington Road house, Pat Sellars
would often drive past and admire
the property for its corner location,
sun and accessibility. Little did
she know back then that one day
during 1978 while house hunting,
this property would come on the
market. Pat didn’t hesitate for one
moment and has loved living in her
home of 42 years. Sitting inside her
sunny living room you can watch
the many people walk by, this has
been especially noticeable during the
Covid-19 Lockdown. Pat says people
have been extra friendly, greeting her
by waving out and often stopping for
a chat, at a safe two metre distance of
course.
Pat Sellars was born in a small
maternity hospital on Ghuznee Street
and first lived with her parents on
Ohiro Road close to Central Park. At
the age of 17 her father and mother
built a house further up Ohiro Road
just along from local MP Gerald
O’Brien. Her primary education was
at St Mary of the Angels Catholic
School, originally on the site of
where the Aro Park and Community
Centre are today. When St Marys
closed, their building was used by
Matauranga School until 1982. After
completing secondary school at St
Mary’s College in Thorndon, Pat
started her working life for NZ Post
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at the P.O. Herd Street building as
a typist for ten years. Pat then made
the move to Catholic Social Services,
an organisation she enjoyed working
for, eventually staying for over 30
years in a variety of roles, starting
off at reception and then advancing
into social work. Her final job was
working with the elderly at Ewart
Hospital for Wesley Social Services.
Pat remembers going with her parents
on Saturday nights to see feature
films at The Vogue Cinema (now the
Penthouse) during the 1960s. One
night, before the family were due to
leave, Pat’s terrier cross dog, ‘Rusty,’
had taken off and was nowhere to be
found. When the family came out of
the cinema after the movie, there was
Rusty lying on the bonnet of Dad’s
Vauxhall Viva, waiting for a lift back
home. Other memories include going
to the grocer shop on the corner of
Ohiro Road and Taft Street which
is now home to The Twig & Arrow
studio. Once a keen walker, Pat
lobbied Wellington City Council for
18 months to install two seats on
the stretch of Ohiro Road that runs
opposite Tanera Park, to give people
walking up the hill places to rest.

After her father passed away and her
mother had a stroke, Pat decided to
move from the family home on Ohiro
Road where it was no longer practical
to walk up and down 30 steps each
day. When Pat first moved, the
Vogelmorn Bowling Club opposite
her house was very busy with bowls
tournaments and social gatherings.
Pat remembers confronting local
resident Jim Knox, then President of
the Federation of Labour, one night,
for parking across her garage. Pat
never played bowls, despite living
so close to the club. However, she
has played at the Vogelmorn Tennis
Club and is a keen Tai Chi attendee,
and together with a group of locals
has been going to Tai Chi classes on
Monday mornings for over 20 years.
The classes started at the Home of
Compassion in Island Bay before
shifting to the Berhampore Bowling
Club, which is now the Mornington
Golf Club.
Pat has been part of the St Bernard’s
Church community on Taft Street
for many years and regularly attends
the Sunday morning mass. After
church, a group of regulars head off
to the Penthouse Café for a catch
up over lunch. Pat and the rest of
the St Bernard’s regulars are looking
forward to their Sunday outings
continuing when it is safe to do so in
level 1. Pat likes living in Brooklyn
for a number of reasons, including
the feel of the community with its
friendly people, and the easy access
to all the amenities Wellington has
to offer. She has no plans to move
anytime soon!

OUR DIVINE
ANGEL
Angel is the most beautiful cat, with snowy
drifts of fur and huge blue eyes. But she’s
spent most of her ten years living rough on
the streets, and she has a deep mistrust of
people.
The talented cat-whisperers at CPW have
worked hard to socialise her over many
months. They’re now able to sneak in
tickles while she’s absorbed with food or
treats, while her confidence develops in her
own time.
She has already come a long way,
demanding treats and head-scratches, and
she enjoys snoozing in the sun on our quiet
decks. You can see videos of Angel’s feisty
personality on our Facebook page.
If someone wants to give Angel the quiet,
gentle home she deserves, they’ll need to
put in a lot of time and effort to make a
connection with her. We think it’s worth it.
The CPW shelter will reopen to
visitors at Level 2, and will be
appointments only at first. For now,
visit catsprotectionwellington.org.nz, or
follow us on Facebook/cpwgtn to see daily
pictures and videos of our amazing cats.
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WCC/Wellington Water
& sewage

2019 & 2020 have revealed WCC/WW serious under investment
in infrastructure as a big risk for Wellington. Numerous and serious
sewage & water pipe issues citywide, Brooklyn & Kingston have
(mostly) had minimal disruption. Other suburbs much worse off
than us.

Kingston/
Brooklyn Hubs

We continue to try and get changes to both Brooklyn and
Kingston Bus Hubs and clarity from WCC, GWRC, Metlink and
bus providers.

Prince of Wales Water
reservoir

Commencement of hill excavation expected September 2020 with
large numbers of trucks carting rock and dirt through Brooklyn
to the landfills (approx. 30,000m3). We continue to push to be
heard that alternatives should be sought, including diverting to
Centerport/Liardet field recovery.

Monthly update on issues
and projects involving our
community

NEXT Regular MEETING (not AGM) –

POSTPONED until Tues 16 June 2020 (pending Covid-19 alert level)
St Matthew’s Church, 96 Washington Ave.
COVID-19 = WELL DONE We have done well so far, let’s keep it up, be kind, be supportive,
stay within your bubble and keep that 2m social distancing in
New Zealand!
place. Government website to get reliable information:
Ministry of Health: https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/
diseases-and-conditions/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov

Email us your queries, concerns and ideas or to sign up to our newsletter:
brooklynresidentswellington@gmail.com

Concerned you have symptoms? Call Healthline 0800 358
5453 or call ahead to your local GP for advice.
NEED HELP? See WINZ: https://workandincome.govt.nz/
eligibility/emergencies/2020/coronavirus.html
Or Wellington Student Army: https://www.facebook.com/
WellySVA/
Meet the General
Election candidates

Save the date: 25 August 7.30pm St Matthew’s Church, 96
Washington Ave – planning underway for another fiery evening of
Q&As to candidates.

Harrison St turnaround Frustrations continue that neither of these issues have been
AND Ohiro/Cleveland/ addressed by Council officers and Councillors. Despite multiple
meetings and residents’ suggestions, these serious and long
Todman intersection
outstanding Health & Safety issues continue.
Harrison St community Letter sent to Councillors re. our disappointment that Brooklyn
residents’ views have not been heard by our local Councillors or
housing rebuild
Council Officers, who seem to us, to be working towards their
own agendas rather than listening to the residents who voted
them in. See GBRAI website for copy of plans:
www.facebook.com/brooklynresidentswellington
WCC Landfill –
Winter woes

We note WCC will seek to extend their landfill (Stage 4) for another
20 years. GBRAI seek better compliance with their Resource Consents
(this winter) with less waste spillage, to adequate truck cleaning
“Poppies decorating Brooklyn house window.” Photo Credit Euan Harris
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6 - 7:30 PM BROWNIES
TABLE
9 AM - 12 PM TENNIS
6:30 PM - 8 PM

ST JOHN
CADETS

WEDNESDAY

PORSE
9 - 11:30 AM PLAYSCHOOL
FAMILY FIT
5:30 - 6:15 PM
KARATE
7:30 - 8:30 PM

GET FIT FAST

THURSDAY

TABLE
8 PM
TENNIS
10 AM - 1 PM

CRAFTY
CONNECTIONS

6:30 - 7:00 PM GET FIT FAST

Liz is running classes on Zoom, Facebook
live and You Tube. Contact 027 503 0211
or lizbirkett.yoga.pilates@gmail.com

THURSDAY
FRIDAY

PILATES
9 AM
ONLINE

Phone Adam Hendry 385 0089 or
childcare@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

During school terms. Contact
Margaret 389 3028 or email
marrexj@gmail.com

During school terms.
Contact Kirsty on 801 6814 ext. 3 or
email: kirsty.faulknor@porse.co.nz
Beginners Karate (5+ years). Contact
Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.
Cardio & Core strength workout (12+ years).
Contact Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.
Open to all ages and ability. Tables, bats
and balls provided. Inquiries Philip on
934 7445 or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com.

Fortnightly crafters social group. Contact
Louise email: louisebrockway.nz@gmail.com
Cardio & Core strength workout (12+ years).
Contact Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.

FRIDAY
CIRCLE

TIERRA SPANISH
5:30 - 6:30 PM LANGUAGE CLUB

Open to all ages and ability. Tables, bats
and balls provided. Inquiries Philip on
934 7445 or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com.
During school terms. Carol 0274 321
204 or Aleshia 027 322 5522.
Email: aleshia.mcnicholl@stjohn.org.nz

PILATES
ONLINE

LA LECHE
10 AM
LEAGUE
11 AM - 2 PM

SATURDAY

BEFORE SCHOOL CHILDCARE
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMMES
HOLIDAY

6:30 - 7:30 PM TAI CHI

9 AM

SUNDAY

TUESDAY

MONDAY WEEKDAYS

The Brooklyn Community Centre is closed and all activities suspended until
further notice to help stop the spread of Covid-19. Our staff are still available by
phone or online. Please contact Euan Harris on 021 0902 1340 or at
coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Fierce Tiger Tai Chi Chuan School.
Beginners welcome. Contact Ferne
McKenzie on 389 1433
or ferne.david@xtra.co.nz
Liz is running classes on Zoom, Facebook
live and You Tube. Contact 027 503 0211
or lizbirkett.yoga.pilates@gmail.com

Meets last Friday of month for
coffee and breastfeeding and
parenting talks. Contact
wellington@lalecheleague.org.nz
Seniors Social Group, meets weekly
for light lunch and activities. Contact
Euan Harris, details at bottom of page
Connecting with Spanish speaking
children. Email Maribel
at tierralanguage@gmail.com

DANCE CLASS
9 - 10 AM FOR CHILDREN

Pre-school fun class 3 - 4 years
9am to 9:30am. Ballet & Jazz class
5 - 8 years 9:30am to 10am.
Email: info@db4dance.co.nz
or view online at www.db4dance.co.nz

10:30 AM VINYASA
YOGA

Vitual koha classes on Facebook live and
Zoom during the lockdown. See Jenn’s
updates on Facebook at ‘Blue Ocean Yoga’.

12 - 4 PM QUARTERLY
MARKETS

Brooklyn Market 20 June 2020 from
12pm to 4pm. Contact 384 6799 or
market@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

EKKALLAM
10 AM - 12 PM
CHURCH

Tamil Christian worship and service.
Contact Robert tec.wgtn@gmail.com
or 027 858 9916

FAMILY FIT
4:30 - 5:15 PM
KARATE

Preschool Karate (4-5 years) 4:30-5
pm or Beginners Karate (5+ years)
4:30 - 5:15 pm. Contact Sensei
Patricia 027 297 6049.

6:45 - 7:15 PM GET FIT FAST

Cardio & Core strength workout (12+ years).
Contact Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.

To book Brooklyn Community Centre for classes, groups or events contact
Euan Harris on 384 6799 or coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

HISTORY

Eagle lecterns, common in Anglican Churches,
date from the time of the earliest Christian
monasteries when the first large scrolls and heavy
books needed to be supported while they were
open. One of the most notable lecterns, where
the Bible would rest on outstretched wings,
was commissioned in the mid-12th century by
Abbot Suger of St Denis, Paris. His example
was made of bronze and inlaid with ivory. Eagle
lecterns in Britain are recorded from the 13th and
14th centuries, these inspiring the Gothic Revival
examples of the late 19th century. Then, as now,
the lectern was placed to one side of the chancel
between the priest or the lay reader and the rest of
the congregation.
A rich symbolism is attached to the eagle. Long
regarded as the supreme ruler of the skies and

the messenger of deities, it was associated with
Zeus, Jupiter and Odin. The bird was, and still is,
understood by Anglicans as the bearer of tidings,
representing the spread of the Christian gospels
around the world.
In 1916 members of the Church of England
Men’s Society, which was based at St Peter’s in
Willis Street, had been approached about the
erection of a lectern for St Matthew’s in Brooklyn.
Local parishioner, James Walter ChapmanTaylor, along with members of the vestry,
was instrumental in having a lectern installed.
Chapman-Taylor was a skilled wood craftsman
who had built a number of houses in his own
unique style around various Wellington suburbs.
The lectern was carved in the traditional shape of
an eagle and later dedicated by the bishop. When
the old church was demolished in 1969, unlike
the church building, the eagle lectern was found
to be in very good condition and was removed.
Chris Rabey

SCHOOL NEWS

Covid-19 and the subsequent
lockdown have had a major
impact on all areas of our
lives, including our schools.
As term one was due to finish
on 9 April, school holidays
were brought forward to the
beginning of the lockdown
p e r i o d . N o w, f o r t h e p a s t
couple of weeks, our schools
have been coming to terms with
distance learning, and though
there have been some teething
troubles, for the most part it
seems to be going well. With
the de-escalation to Level 3,
our schools and early childhood
centres (though not Playcentre
or Playgroups as they are
parent-led, not teacher-led) are
now able to re-open for those
children under the age of 14
whose parents not able to work
from home, go back to work.
The majority of students will
continue to stay at home doing
online learning until we are in
at least Level 2. This has been
a big learning curve for our
teachers, pupils, and parents,
and I think it is safe to say we
will all be happier when we are
able to get back to normal.

Katie Underwood
THE QUIET ACHIEVER
Licensed Residential Sales Consultant | Leaders Real Estate City Limited (REA Act 2008)

THE ANGLICAN
EAGLE

UPDATE

“Would you

like to know
how much your
house is worth?
It would be
my pleasure to
offer you a free
appraisal.

”

Contact me on:
m: 027 248 2061
t: 04 894 3717
e: katie.underwood
@raywhite.com

Ju l i e Se e ve n s
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ANZAC PHOTOS

ANZAC PHOTOS

“Ada Harland from Brooklyn with her stone poppy she laid at the Brooklyn War Memorial.”
Photo Credit Hannah Harland

Wreaths at the Brooklyn War Memorial on Anzac Day.” Photo Credit Euan Harris
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“William Moore and his dad Murray Moore outside their home in Brooklyn, decorated for
Anzac Day”. Photo Credit Tania O’Connor
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COMMUNITY GARDEN

UPDATE
we’re all worried about another
threat to our health. Threats are
nothing ne w – and it’s reassuring
to know that antidotes don’t
change much either. Keeping
well might mean only a shor t
walk while keeping our distance.
But isolation doesn’t mean
disconnection. When you take
a walk through Central Park
you’re joining the long line of
people who have enjoyed a ramble
beneath the trees. We’re connected
to each other through time and
space by enjoying a common
activity.

friends of

CENTRAL PARK
Central Park – Good For What Ails Us

New community garden commemorating Covid-19 lockdown near Brooklyn War Memorial.”
Photo Credit Euan Harris
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Upstream Friends might not be
gathering to work in Central Park,
but the park is doing what it
always does: growing, sheltering,
and providing a beautiful place
to improve our wellbeing.
Public health concerns were
one of the reasons that Central
Park was established back in
1913. According to Kirsty Ross,
Wellingtonians were worried about
the effects of burgeoning inner city
slums. A housing report in 1903
suggested that slum living could
‘endanger the health and morality
of residents.’ A park allowing
residents room to roam and take
the clean air was the antidote.

The avenue beside Moturoa Stream
is wide enough to walk and keep
yourself safe. Right now, the trees
along the avenue are shedding
their leaves. You could walk
amidst a flutter of gold if the
wind is just right or schlep along
the autumnal carpet if not. Magic!
When the current health threat
passes, we look for ward to seeing
familiar and ne w faces at our
working bees. Please check the
links below to find out when we
will be meeting again.
Next Working Bees: To Be
Advised.
Check https://www.meetup.com/
upstream/ for confirmation of
meeting place.
Facebook https://www.facebook.
com/UpstreamAr tTrail/
Contact Lynne at all.whites@xtra.
co.nz Ever yone welcome!

Now, over one hundred years on,
BROOKLYN TATTLER MAY 2020  19

UPDATE

VOGELMORN
PRECINCT

UPDATE
Trivia night
with Andreas 27 April
Andreas will don his quizmaster hat and
run us through a fun evening of questions
for the semi and closet competitive.
Facing Change Together: Work That
Reconnects. Three part workshop
Starting Sunday 3 May from 10am,
comfort of your home via ZOOM

vogelmornbc@gmail.com
https://vogelmorn.nz/
Vogelmorn Precinct during Alert Level 3
Unfortunately the Bowling Club and
Vogelmorn Hall will need to remain
closed to the public at least until we
drop down to Alert Level 2, at which
point the situation will be reassessed.
However, we are still a thriving
community but with events now being
online, and a takeaway food and drink
offering is about to take flight (see
below for details). We want to assist you
to keep your social connections alive
and help enhance your well-being while
DamscusOK sustains your body with
delicious and nutritious food during
this challenging period of physical
distancing.  
Hub of important and useful
information
We have created a hub of useful links
where you can find updates about
Covid-19. See https://vogelmorn.nz/
covid-19/ and email us any you want us
to share.
Online Yoga Classes
Join our local yoga teacher Jenn Thompson
for yoga classes from the comfort of your
own home!
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How to face the mess we’re in without
going crazy?
3-part DEEP ECOLOGY Online
Workshop
For more details to any of those events,
please visit our website.

DamascusOK relaunc hes as a
takeaway provider
Now that we are in level 3, we are
pleased to be able to announce
that DamascusOK is back in
our space making delicious
‘contactless’ takeaway food for
you and your family. The pickup
station is at the main door so you
don’t need t o come inside the
building or touch anything. You
can also ask for contactless local
area deliver y if that suits you
better than contactless collection.
The hours are 9am - 7pm
Thursday, Friday and Saturday.
You can ord er by contacting
Hasan direc tly on his mobile
021 081 12298, by email to
damascusmanakesh@hotmail.com
or directly via Facebook and relax
having not had to prepare the
meal yourself for once!
Current DamascusOK menu which

includes not only their wonder ful
classics such as manakesh,
hummus, labneh and taboleh
but also ne w items including
wraps, burgers and fries. So,
hopefully something for ever yone.
If you have any suggestions or
cravings that you would like to
be considered for the menu do let
Hasan know. Find more details or
complete menu on our website.
If you want to show suppor t
during Level 3, you can purchase
vouchers or make a koha/donation
here: https://sosbusiness.nz/
products/damascus You might
find some of your other favourite
establishments that could do with
some suppor t on that site too.

Visit us at
www.tvf.org.nz
The Vogelmorn Foundation has
commenced distributing funds to
local organisations and individuals.

For more information or to apply for
funding please visit our website.
Applications MUST be made online.
PO Box 14-330, Kilbirnie
Wellington, 6022
admin@tvf.org.nz
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UPDATE

UPDATE
Last month we reported that we had made
progress on the structure of our organisation.
We are ready to discuss the outcome with
members and vote on the future of our
organisation. However, we won’t be able to
do this until the government lowers Covid
alert levels further and gives the directive that
it is safe for groups of people to gather.

brooklynresourcecentre@gmail.com

friends of

OWHIRO STREAM
As I write this, the Monday before the Tattler
deadline, we are anxiously awaiting the
4pm announcement from Parliament as to
whether we will be able to proceed to Level
Three. Not that it will change much for us
older folk, but a big relief no doubt for some,
including children and parents.
Actually, the constant stream of Covid-19 news
and discussion about which strategy we should
or shouldn’t take, and whether we got it right,
sometimes gets a bit wearing so I thought I
would write about something entirely different.
In the latest Forest & Bird magazine, there
was an article about Ghost Fishing NZ, part
of a worldwide organisation that removes lost
or “ghost” fishing gear from oceans thereby
protecting marine life from net entanglement. In
Wellington the Ghost Fishing team has monthly
dives, concentrating on cleaning up debris from
the harbour. Sadly, in places like Clyde Quay and
opposite Frank Kitts Park, the accumulated waste
of bottles and plastic cups etc. is so thick that “the
sediment beneath the waste is just black mud,
nothing can live in it,” says Rod Wilson, founder
of Ghost Fishing NZ.
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However there is some heartening news!
Perhaps some of you read a Dompost
piece in which the writer went for a walk
and saw stingrays as he walked along the
harbour edge, a sight he had not seen since
childhood. Cleaning up Whairepo Lagoon
at Frank Kitts Park has seen the return of
numerous stingrays and eagle rays there.
Some of you undoubtedly already know
this, but in case you don’t, if you walk along
the walkway beneath the boatsheds, you
may be lucky to see them happily sunning
themselves on the shallow step just under
the water. But not for long, according to
NIWA, they disappear in the colder months.
So, you might just catch them when we
move to Level Three.
In the meantime, life isn’t so bad. As a friend
of ours posted, “Cheer up, the sun is still
shining!” So - stay happy, and get out in the
sunshine while you can.
Janet Campbell

We hope that you are coping with life in
your bubble and are aware that some of
you are managing the lockdown alone
with support, and others are perhaps
with loved ones, family or a larger group
of people. Whatever the circumstances,
it has been a most unusual period for
everyone to adapt to.

The BRC Society Inc. Management
Council has been unable to meet over
the last couple of months and this will
probably be the case for a while longer.
We had to postpone a series of General
Meetings including our AGM, and will
notify members of the rescheduled meeting
dates sometime in the future.
We hope that you and your families remain
safe and well.
The BRC Society Inc

We look forward
to welcoming
you back to the
Community Centre
as soon as we can.

for Friends of Owhiro Stream
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COMMUNITY GROUPS

COMMUNITY GROUPS
BROOKLYN BROWNIES,
GUIDES AND PIPPINS
brooklyn.brownies@gmail.com
Pippins
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049
Brownies
Margaret Jones 389 3028
Brooklyn Guides
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049
BROOKLYN FOOD GROUP
Local food and
community. Working Bees
held weekly on Monday
evenings from 5:30pm
to 7pm at the Brooklyn
Orchard, end of Harrison St.
thebrooklynfoodgroup@
gmail.com or
www.facebook.com/
BrooklynFoodGroupNZ
BROOKLYN GARDEN CLUB
Meets 1st Wednesday
7:30pm from March to
October at St Matthew’s
Church. New members
and visitors welcome.
Contact Ruth Jeffery on
027 430 0964 or email:
ruthjeffery2@gmail.com
BROOKLYN GECKOS
HOCKEY FOR KIDS
Years 1-6 and new
entrants. Fridays
4-5:15pm at the Brooklyn
Bowling Club astro turf
at Tanera Park,
8 Tanera Crescent.
Just turn up on
practice day http://
brooklyngeckoshockey.
weebly.com. Come and
join us for free summer
hockey training.

BROOKLYN LOCAL HISTORY
GROUP
Due to Covid-19 concerns,
meetings are suspended
until further notice. Please
contact Sharon Macintyre
027 634 4455 or 388 8088
sharonmacintyre42@gmail.
com or Chris Rabey 384
9293 ships.pubs@gmail.
com for more information
BROOKLYN MAINLY MUSIC
Fun affordable 30 minutes,
for parents or care givers
to enjoy with their preschooler(s). Morning Tea
provided.
Wellington Reformed
Church 34 Harrison St.
Rachel 022 407 9652
BROOKLYN NORTHERN UNITED
JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
Email enquiries to info@
bnujfc.co.nz or visit us
online at www.sporty.co.nz/
brooklynnujfc
BROOKLYN PLAYGROUP
Fun group for parents &
caregivers with preschool
children. Meets Tuesdays
and Thursdays 9:30-11:30am
during the school term at the
Korean Church - 184 Ohiro
Road. Turn up on the day.
BROOKLYN SCOUTS
Scout Hall, Harrison St.
Scouting is for boys and
girls who love adventure.
Keas 5-7 yrs, Cubs 7-11yrs,
Scouts 11-14yrs, Venturers
14-18yrs. Contact Gillian
Boyes 972 9904 or
gillianmay68@gmail.com
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BROOKLYN SMALLBORE
RIFLE CLUB Ages 14+
Sundays 6.30pm-8pm midMarch to early October at
the Royal Tiger Range, 131
Russell Terrace, Newtown.
To join contact Dianne
Grain on 0274 449 641
d.grain@xtra.co.nz
www.bsrc.org.nz
BROOKLYN TABLE TENNIS
9am-12pm Tuesdays and
8pm Wednesdays at
Brooklyn Community
Centre. We welcome new
members of all ages and
ability. Tables, bats and
balls provided. Phone
Philip on 934 7445.
BROOKLYN TOY LIBRARY
UPDATE
Is currently closed while
we seek new premises and
hope to re-open later this
year. We have been part of
the Brooklyn Community
for over 30 years and have
a wide range of toys for
children aged 0-7 years
available to hire. Find us
on Facebook or email:
brooklyntoylibrary@
hotmail.com
BROOKLYN WALKERS
Meet Monday mornings
(except public holidays)
outside Brooklyn Library.
Phone Susannah 384
7412 or Clare 384 9054.
All walks are postponed
until further notice to
help stop the spread of
Covid-19.

THE KUNG FU SCHOOL
Learn Shaolin Kung Fu for
self defense and functional
fitness. Wellington Swords
Club Building, 2 Tanera
Crescent, Brooklyn.
Contact Rob Young on 021
408 521 or
wellington@shaolinkungfu.co.nz
www.shaolinkungfu.co.nz
BROOKLYN JUNIOR CRICKET
CLUB At the old Wellington
Bowling Club, Tanera
Crescent, Brooklyn. More
details online at
www.bjcc.co.nz
FRIENDS OF OWHIRO
STREAM Working bees
on the second Saturday
of the month 10am12:30pm. Contact
Martin on 389 8995 or
email: owhirostream@
gmail.com
PREDATOR FREE BROOKLYN
Hello Kaka, goodbye
rats! We’re looking for
volunteers to host traps
on their properties. If
you’d like to help email
predatorfreebrooklyn@
gmail.com
RATA PLAYGROUP Calm
and nurturing place for
babies and toddlers 0-3
years to explore, learn and
socialise with a parent or
family member. Morning
sessions available at Capital
Montessori, Camrose Grove,
Kingston.
montessori.school.nz/playgroup
or email
rata@montessori.school.nz

ST JOHN PENGUIN AND
YOUTH DIVISION
Penguin Program 6-8 yrs.
Karen 389 4060
Youth Division 8-18 yrs.
Carol 0274 321 204
www.stjohn.org.nz
TURBINE TALKERS
TOASTMASTERS CLUB
Your local chapter of
Toastmasters International.
Tuesdays 7:15pm-9:15pm
fortnightly in
St Matthew’s Church lounge.
John 029 771 3171,
Sylvie 022 197 3610
turbine@toastmasters.org.nz
http://6879.toastmastersclubs.org
UPSTREAM – FRIENDS OF
CENTRAL PARK Working
Bees from 10am-12:30pm
on the last Sunday of the
month. Contact Lynne
White at all.whites@xtra.
co.nz Come along for great
conversations, meet new
people, delicious morning
tea and contribute to the
care of Central Park. We also
have a working bee from
10am-12pm on the second
Thursday of the month.
Contact Celia Murphy at
celia.r.murphy@gmail.com

SCRABBLE WELLINGTON
Club nights every
Wednesday from 7pm in
the cafe area upstairs at the
former Vogelmorn Bowling
Club, 93 Mornington Road.
All abilities welcome! First
night free, otherwise $5/
night. Contact Nick Ascroft
for more information. Email:
nick_ascroft@hotmail.com
or phone/text 022 675 1399.
VOGELMORN TENNIS CLUB
Welcomes players of
all ages and abilities. Join
our social, family-friendly
club. Club days, competitive
play, professional coaching.
vogelmorntennisclub.com
call in, or email
secretary1vtc@gmail.com
WELLINGTON SWORDS
CLUB By the Tanera
Park bowling greens off
Tanera Crescent. Contact
Vicci Lamb - Head
Coach. Phone 970 7496
or email: bishop.lamb@
pistingaround.com
EVERY GIRLS’ & BOYS’
RALLY Thursdays during
school terms from 7pm8:30pm at Ridgeway
Christian Youth Centre, 117
The Ridgeway, Mornington
for ages 8 - 12. Contact
Evan Tyler 027 274 2631 or
evanandrebecca@gmail.com
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