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Kitchen Upgrade 
We are currently in discussions with 
WCC regarding our lease of the land the 
Community Centre sits on.  Brooklyn 
Community Association (BCA) owns the 
building but the land it is on is owned by 
WCC, so we are reliant on them leasing the 
land to us.  We want to do a major upgrade 
of the kitchen but as this project will cost tens 
of thousands of dollars, before we commit 
to spending such a large sum of community 
money, we need confirmation our current 
lease will be extended once it expires.  In the 
meantime, we are in the process of purchasing 
a new dishwasher which the proceeds from 
our Christmas raffle will go towards. We will 
keep you updated on this project through the 
Tattler as information comes to hand. 

Anzac Day 
The annual Anzac Day commemorations 
will be held here at the Community Centre 
again this year while Brooklyn School 
continues with their redevelopment.  We 
are still on the look-out for volunteers 
on the day.  If you are able to spare an 
hour or two to help with the set-up, 
please contact Phillip Bolton at finance@
brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz or give 
us a call here at the Centre on 384 6799. 

Friday Circle Group 
Our friendly Friday Circle group meets 
weekly at the Community Centre from 
11am – 2pm and is a great way for seniors 
to enjoy each other’s company in a relaxing 
and informal gathering. Join us for 
morning tea on arrival with a light lunch 
served at 12pm.  Other activities include 
films, guest speakers, quizzes, and bingo, 
plus we have the occasional trip to the 
Penthouse for movies. New members are 
always welcome. Just $5 to cover costs each 
Friday. For more details, contact Euan here 
at the Community Centre.

Hello and welcome to the March edition 
of the Brooklyn Tattler, the first of our two 
home editions this year. Our thanks go to 
the Brooklyn Scouts for delivering copies 
to each house in the wider Brooklyn area, 
and to Pivotal Print for their continued 
support in the production of the Tattler.  

Market 
The first quarterly market for the year 
is all set for Saturday 28 March from 
12pm – 4pm.  Come join us for lunch, 
Hungry Giraffe will be here in the 
kitchen serving their delicious vegan 
food; Niels will be making toasted 
sandwiches using his yummy relishes, 
which he will also have available for 
purchase; we have the sausage sizzle on 
the deck; and Jordy from Juice on the 
Loose will be parked up outside selling 
his organic juices and smoothies, and 
ethical coffees, teas, and hot chocolates.  
We have a wide range of stalls including 
the welcome return of Marcela from 
Underground Soapery, Kerryn with her 
gorgeous soy candles and melts, organic 
skincare, jewellery, crafts, plants, 
baking, and much more.  There’s face 
painting and a bouncy castle (weather 
permitting) for the kids, live music and 
Andrew will be here to sharpen those 
kitchen knives, scissors, and garden 
tools.  So mark the date in your diaries 
now and join us for a fun afternoon 
with neighbours and friends. 

BROOKLYN COMMUNITY CENTRE  
PHONE 384 6799

 COMMUNITY 
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April 2020 copy due no later than 
5pm Tuesday 24 March
Email your contribution to
tattler@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Brooklyn Tattler is published by the 
Brooklyn Community Association Inc.  
18 Harrison Street, Brooklyn. Association 
members accept no liability for the 
contents which have been prepared in 
good faith. Printed by Pivotal.

This month’s cover photo is of the Friday 
Circle Group at Brooklyn Community 
Centre.  Photo Credit: Julie Seevens



The photo below depicts a view 
of Brooklyn and Mornington in 
the early 1930s. It was taken from 
Sugarloaf Hill looking south, and 
most of the houses seen are sti l l 
standing today.  

Looking up Taft Street, neither St 
Bernard’s School or Church have 
been erected, while Mornington 
Road has only recently been 
formed. The road commences from 
Taft Street, which, prior to being 
laid out, had continued unbroken 
from Happy Valley to the zigzag 

BROOKLYN IN  
 THE 1930S

joining Washington Avenue. 

Further south, Clarence Street 
has also been recently formed, so 
the area below Mornington Road 
is quite bare. Vogelmorn Hall is 
in place, but the Bowling Club 
won’t be formed for another ten 
plus years. Lincoln Street won’t be 
made into a through road; it was 
laid out only to serve the residents’ 
dwellings.  

There are sti l l  a lot of empty 
sections, particularly fronting 
Washington Ave/Mills Road. 
Connaught Terrace was formed as 
an alternate route to Vogeltown and 
it is not recorded why the spur was 
not excavated at the north corner of 

Washington Avenue. As the picture 
shows, the corner had not been 
built on, so one wonders why the 
Council didn’t have the foresight 
to observe the difficulty vehicles 
would have coming out of the street 
to head north.  

Below Vennell Street and the 
Vogelmorn Hall the picture 
shows a bare earth slide down the 
bank. Excavations from forming 
Mornington Road passed down here 
in order to build up the hillside to 
form Cheesman Street.  

Most of the roads formed were 
to provide access to sections, 
with the section dwellers initially 
forming the tracks themselves and 
the Council later taking over and 
metalling them, although residents 
were required to pay half the cost of 
the works. This is why minor streets 
l ike Harland, Veronica, Gowrie, 
Clarence, etc. were built.  Harland 
Street is seen quite clearly in the 
picture, compared to nowadays 
where it is covered by bush.  

Many years earlier, a tramway was 
proposed connecting Hayes Street 
at the Happy Valley corner (now 
called McKinley), across to Taft 
Street at the dip, using a lengthy 
viaduct. However this never went 
past the proposal stage. Mornington 
and Vogeltown residents tried for 
years to get the Brooklyn tramway 
extended to their townships, but 
to no avail.  Council was reluctant 
to spend money on tramway 
extensions, citing difficult and steep 
land topography.  

Chris Rabey

Katie Underwood
THE QUIET ACHIEVER

“Would you 
like to know 

how much your 
house is worth? 

It would be 
my pleasure to 
offer you a free 

appraisal.

”
Contact me on:
m: 027 248 2061

t:   04 894 3717

e: katie.underwood
@raywhite.com
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CARPET 
lAyER

Installation of new or 
second hand carpets. 
Relays, repairs and 

maintenance.
All materials can be 

supplied.
Free quotes

Call John at 
Atkinson Flooring on 

0274 426 915 
or 04 381 2216

Kia ora 

Music  4 Mites -  A small  change of  
day here. 
Please note that from March 
onwards these fortnightly sess ions 
wil l  now be held every second 
Thursday.  Everyone is  welcome 
from babies and toddlers ,  through 
to kindergarteners ,  and their 
carers .  This  is  a  fun musical  sess ion 
using percussion instruments, 
stories ,  rhythms and song, that 
your l i t t l ies  and you can enjoy in a 
relaxed environment. 

March dates: 

Thursday 12 March at 10.30am 

Thursday 26 March at 10.30am 

Monday evenings. 
Yes,  we are open, and as a fol low 
on from the Love your Device 
sess ions,  Sue is  happy to provide 
informal and ongoing help to 
anyone who has a quest ion about 
their  e lectronic device.  No matter 
how si l ly i t  may sound, any 
quest ion is  welcome. 

 LIBRARY
from the What’s happening with the Central Library 

- One year on. 
While we have achieved a lot  with 
the two central  c ity pop-ups in 
the past  year,  there is  st i l l  a  large 
part  of  our col lect ion that remains 
inaccess ible.  Currently we are 
moving towards achieving a third 
pop-up in Central  Well ington, with 
the refurbishing of a space to house 
not only a broad range of books, 
but also our great  col lect ion of 
music and DVDs. It  i s  envis ioned 
that this  wil l  open sometime in 
May/June.  In the meantime, the 
balance of  the col lect ion currently 
trapped in the Central  Library wil l 
soon be l iberated as  i t  begins i ts 
migration to a warehouse space. 
Hopeful ly this  col lect ion wil l  a lso 
be avai lable in May/June with 
access ibi l i ty offered to users  via the 
reservation system. Keep an eye on 
social  media and our website for 
updates about this  process .   

Brooklyn L ibrar ians 
Congratulat ions  to  Sue,  one of  our 
regular  Brooklyn l ibrar ians ,  for 
lov ing i t  here  so  much that  she’s 
chosen to  up her  hours  to  four 
days  a  week – Monday,  Tuesday, 
Thursday and Fr iday.  Yours  t ru ly 
(Heather)  i s  s t i l l  an anchor  at  the 
Brooklyn Library,  so  p lease  don’t 
hes i ta te  to  introduce yourse l f 
to  us  i f  you haven’t  done so 
a l ready !  We are  looking forward to 
welcoming a  new team member  to 
our  wonder ful  l ibrary  very  soon. 

Nga mihi 

Heather, Sue, and the crew

6  MARCH 2020 BROOKLYN TATTLER

UPDATE

BROOKLYN TATTLER MARCH 2020  7

LOCAL INTERVIEW

This month Euan Harris talks to stand-up 
comedian and marriage celebrant Jim Stanton

Comedian Jerry Seinfeld once joked that at 
a funeral most people would rather be in the 
coffin then giving the eulogy, so the thought 
of performing a 50-minute solo stand-up 
comedy show would be enough to make 
most of us quiver. From March 11-14 Jim 
Stanton will be performing not one show but 
four at the Raglan Roast on Abel Smith Street 
as part of this year’s 30th Fringe Festival, and 
her first night has already sold out. 

Jim was born in Dunedin and grew up with her 
elder sister on the family’s sheep and beef farm 
in the rural community of Miranda, looking 
out to the Firth of Thames. She dabbled in 
theatre while at secondary school and after 
leaving Hauraki Plains College headed down 
to Wellington to study drama at Victoria 
University. It was at university that Jim got her 
first taste of stand-up comedy when she was 
inspired to enter a competition after someone 
commented that no women were taking part. 
She decided that while university life was not for 
her Wellington City, with its theatre scene, café 
culture, and vibrancy, was.   

Jim toured as one half of the Comediettes 
duo to Fringe Festivals in other centres 
including Dunedin and Adelaide. At this 
time, she was a writer for the TV comedy 
programme ‘7 Days’ and worked in costume 
departments for the film industry. Jim says 
that when writing comedy, her advice is 
to write about what you know, believing 
that the best comedy comes from your 
personal experiences. She likes silliness and 
makes jokes about everyday life situations. 

OUT & ABOUT IN 
BROOKLYN  

Now a young mother living in Reuben Ave 
with husband Simon and daughters Penny 
(5) and Robin (3) Jim prefers to base her 
comedy work closer to home for quality 
family time.  

During the pregnancy of her first child, 
Jim formed a bond with her antenatal 
instructor who was busy at weekends as a 
marriage celebrant. The antenatal instructor 
felt that Jim would be perfect for this type 
of role and so began passing work on to 
her. Jim enjoys being a marriage celebrant 
as it combines her love of public speaking 
and dressing up in fancy clothes, plus 
meeting people and hearing their stories. 
Her ceremonies are informal and fun with 
light-hearted jokes and take place over the 
Wellington region from Kapiti Coast to the 
Wairarapa. 

Jim is very open about her mental health 
and her dealings with episodes of depression 
from the age of 19 when lots of life changes 
were taking place. She enjoys living in 
Brooklyn with her supportive family and 
friends close by. Jim says that Brooklyn has 
a village feel for a suburb so close to the city 
centre. She likes walking along the streets 
where people say hello and ask how you are.  
Being part of the Harrison Street Brooklyn 
Playcentre community, with her young 
daughter Robin, is a bonus. 



NEXT MEETING – 
7.30pm Tuesday 10 March 2020 St Matthew’s Church, 96 Washington Ave 

Hoping to have mayor or deputy mayor along 
2020 meetings All at St Matthew’s Church, 7.30pm Tuesdays: 10 March, 5 

May and 16 June – AGM. 
Harrison Street 
community housing 
rebuild

COME TO OUR MARCH 10 MEETING: WCC representatives 
will be attending to provide update and answer your questions. 
Estimated completion time for rebuild currently late 2021 – early 2022. 

Proposed extension 
Southern Landfill 

WCC DROP-IN SESSIONS to receive your feedback on 
concept designs: 
Sun 8 March: 11am-1pm, Brooklyn Community Centre, 18 Harrison St. 
Sun 8 March: 2pm-4pm, Owhiro Bay School Hall, 96 Happy Valley Road. 
Tue 10 March: 11.30am-1pm, Wgtn City Council, L16/113 The Terrace. 
Tue 10 March: 4.15pm-6pm, Brooklyn Deli, 199 Ohiro Road.

Serious Health & 
Safety issue 

Ongoing lack of acceptance by WCC road engineers of residents’ 
safety concerns re. Ohiro/ Todman/Cleveland intersection, 
despite GBRAI attempts to see change from current WCC plans 
that we feel don’t go far enough to adequately improve safety. 

Brooklyn Bus Hub Residents continue to report serious issues, including congestion on 
Cleveland St; buses “stacked” in the hub; multiple buses circling the hub 
area positioning for departure; buses parked over private driveways. Tell 
us your experiences so we can push for solutions and improvements.

Water reservoir Wallace 
St - 6 month closure to 
approx. mid 2020 

REMINDER: Ongoing increased traffic diverting through 
Brooklyn.  Wright Street & Riddiford Street are the alternate 
route, and currently being used more than we expected. Reservoir 
construction/excavation to commence September 2020; we continue 
to push for re-use of rock and soil rather than dumping at landfill. 

WCC/WW water and 
sewage 

Brooklyn & Kingston have had minor issues with infrastructure, 
B: water main burst outside Penthouse, K: Quebec Street Feb 
2020, increasing awareness of age and breakages in the systems. 
We’re watching closely.

Email us your queries, concerns and ideas or to sign up to our newsletter:  
brooklynresidentswellington@gmail.com

Monthly update on issues 
and projects involving our 

community

SCHOOL NEWS
UPDATE
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The first term of the school year is now 
well underway and summer (?) holidays 
feel like a distant memory.  Along with 
the usual teacher changes that our schools 
have at the beginning of a school year, St 
Bernard’s have welcomed a new principal, 
Lisa Small. 

There is a big focus on outside activities 
this term, with gardening, Southern 
Walkway walks, Rogaines at the Botanical 
Gardens and camps coming up for the 
senior Brooklyn School students.  The Year 
7 and 8 classes head off to Teapot Valley 
in the South Island at the beginning of 
March, with the Year 5 and 6 classes going 
to Palm Grove in Waikanae a week later.   

Ridgway School are busy preparing for 
their biennial fair coming up on Sunday 
22 March from 11am – 2pm.  There will 
be something for everyone, so come down 
and support the school in their fundraising 
efforts.  Funds raised will go towards the 
development of the steep bank between the 
playing field and the classrooms with plans 
for slides, tunnels, ladders, bridges and 
climbing ropes.  

The development at Brooklyn School is 
coming along with the Kiwi Village having 
been demolished and the foundational 
work begun.  Southbase Construction have 
indicated this stage of the build will be 
completed by the end of September. The 
landscaping project is also coming along 
with the landscapers having nearly finished 
building the platforms around the trees. 
These are looking great with Manuka poles 
as the surround. 

Term One finishes on Thursday 9 April. 

Julie Seevens



MONTESSORI 
JOURNEY
Finding Capital Montessori 
School has been such a blessing 
for our family. We first started our 
Montessori journey by attending the 
playgroup sessions a little over four 
years ago. What I loved about the 
Rata Playgroup was that it was such 
a calm and nurturing environment 
for the children to learn and grow 
at their own pace. It was also a great 
learning space for me to find out 
about and deepen my understanding 
of the Montessori philosophy and 
to get a good idea about how the 
Montessori classroom flows.  

Both of our children now attend 
the preschool and we are constantly 
finding more things to love about 
this little school. The teachers are 
so welcoming, and the classrooms 
are set up to nurture the growth 
of each child. Seeing that each 
child is encouraged to express their 
individuality and gently encouraged 
to grow their confidence is what 
I love most about the school. 
Classrooms are set up with a mixed 
age range of 3-6 years which fosters 
a lovely system of caring whereby 
the younger children are taken under 
the wing of their older classmates. 
This also allows the older children 
to develop good leadership skills and 
teaches children to work together as 
a team.  

Each day, the children are inspired 
by all that the Montessori classroom 
has to offer. Activities such as 

baking, gardening, music, reading, 
mathematics, art and practical life 
are all popular choices. The school 
offers a wonderful school holiday 
programme as well as an extended 
hours programme which is optional 
and operates from 3pm – 6pm daily 
to help cater to working parents.  

There are goldfish and guinea pigs to 
be cared for and each classroom has 
a lovely garden space which children 
help tend, growing herbs, vegetables, 
flowers and fruit. The children take 
great pride in harvesting the gardens 
which leads to some wonderful 
kitchen creations such as kale chips, 
potato soup, and apple crumble. 

2020 is an exciting year for Capital 
Montessori as we are currently in 
the process of developing our new 
communal garden space which will 
include a water feature, an orchard, 
outdoor classroom, and a large grass 
area for the children to explore 
freely. The space is coming together 
under the guidance of our landscape 
architect Sarah Poff who designed the 
Mt Victoria nature trail. Sarah really 
understands Montessori values and 
her vision is for a big green oasis with 
large shady trees, garden beds and 
natural materials.  

We welcome visitors and can easily 
arrange for a school tour. For more 
information please see our website: 
www.montessori.school.nz 

Capital Montessori School,  
14 Camrose Grove, Kingston 
Phone: 389 2395 

Natassia Pankhurst
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CAPITAL MONTESSORICAPITAL MONTESSORI

14 Camrose Grove, Kingston
www.montessori.school.nz

A calm and nurturing place  
for children 0-3 years to  

explore, learn and socialise.  

NEW FAMILIES WELCOME

Call 389 2395 or email  
rata@montessori.school.nz  

to arrange a visit.

RATA PLAYGROUP

CAPITAL MONTESSORI



FELDENKRAIS CLASSES AT THE VOGELMORN HALL 2020
Do you want to learn to improve your movement, posture and breathing? The aim 
of The Feldenkrais Method® is to learn ‘to move with minimum effort and maximum 
efficiency, not through increased muscular strength, but with increased awareness of how 
your body works’. The Feldenkrais Method® is named after its originator, Dr Moshe 
Feldenkrais, a physicist with a black belt in judo.  As well as improving posture, breathing 
and flexibility, classes can help to change movement habits that cause pain. 

The classes involve gentle movements with an emphasis on awareness and use of the breath, 
which means they are useful for all ages.  As well as improving everyday activities such as 
walking and sitting, the Feldenkrais Method® is also used by musicians, actors, dancers and 
sportspeople to improve performance. 

After a class participants will often sense an ease in breathing, a reduction in pain, an 
overall feeling of wellbeing and a clearer sense of skeletal support, resulting in increased 
vitality and energy.  

Classes at the Vogelmorn Hall are on Mondays 10-11am & 7-8pm and Wednesdays 10-
11am.  The first class is free for beginners. 

Please contact Toni for more information: temcwhinnie@gmail.com or ph 021 1782056 or 475 3355. 

For more information about The Feldenkrais Method® go to: www.feldenkrais.org.nz 

We’re hosting public drop-in sessions in March.  Come along and have a look at a concept 
design for the extension and find out about next steps. 

We look forward to seeing you.

Date Time Where Address
Sunday, 8 
March

11am to 1pm Brooklyn Community 
Centre

18 Harrison Street, 
Brooklyn

Sunday, 8 
March

2pm to 4pm Owhiro Bay School Hall 96 Happy Valley Road, 
Owhiro Bay

Tuesday, 10 
March

11.30 to 1pm Wellington City 
Council

L16, 113 The Terrace, 
Wellington

Tuesday, 10 
March

4.15pm to 6pm Brooklyn Deli 199 Ohiro Road, Brooklyn

If you can’t come along but would like more information: 
• Visit www.letstalk.wellington.govt.nz/southern-landfill-future 
• Email landfill@wcc.govt.nz  
• Phone 04 499 4444

UPDATE
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We love designing 
beautiful and functional 

spaces to best utilise 
our clients resources 

and budget to enhance 
their lifestyle.
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BROOKLYN COMMUNITY CENTRE
18 Harrison Street

what’s on at your
M

ON
DA

Y PILATES Contact Liz 027 503 0211 or  
lizbirkett.yoga.pilates@gmail.com9 AM

During school terms. Contact 
Margaret 389 3028 or email 
marrexj@gmail.com

6 - 7:30 PM BROWNIES

TU
ES

DA
Y TABLE 

TENNIS

Open to all ages and ability. Tables, bats 
and balls provided. Inquiries Philip on  
934 7445 or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com.9 AM - 12 PM

During school terms. Carol 0274 321 
204 or Aleshia 027 322 5522.  
Email: aleshia.mcnicholl@stjohn.org.nz

6:30 PM - 8 PM ST JOHN 
CADETS

W
ED

NE
SD

AY

PORSE 
PLAYSCHOOL

During school terms. 
Contact Kirsty on 801 6814 ext. 3 or 
email: kirsty.faulknor@porse.co.nz 9 - 11:30 AM

FAMILY FIT 
KARATE

Beginners Karate (5+ years). Contact 
Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.5:30 - 6:15 PM

GET FIT FAST Cardio & Core strength workout (12+ years). 
Contact Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.7:30 - 8:30 PM

TABLE 
TENNIS

Open to all ages and ability. Tables, bats 
and balls provided. Inquiries Philip on  
934 7445 or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com.8 PM 

Phone Adam Hendry 385 0089 or 
childcare@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

CHILDCARE 
PROGRAMMES

BEFORE SCHOOL 
AFTER SCHOOL

HOLIDAYW
EE

KD
AY

S

CRAFTY 
CONNECTIONS

Fortnightly crafters social group.  Contact 
Louise email: louisebrockway.nz@gmail.com10 AM  - 1 PM

TH
UR

SD
AY

GET FIT FAST Cardio & Core strength workout (12+ years). 
Contact Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.6:30 - 7:00 PM

TH
UR

SD
AY Fierce Tiger Tai Chi Chuan School. 

Beginners welcome. Contact Ferne 
McKenzie on 389 1433  
or ferne.david@xtra.co.nz

6:30 - 7:30 PM TAI CHI

FR
ID

AY

PILATES Contact Liz 027 503 0211 or  
lizbirkett.yoga.pilates@gmail.com9 AM

Connecting with Spanish speaking 
children. Email Maribel  
at tierralanguage@gmail.com

5:30 - 6:30 PM
TIERRA SPANISH 
LANGUAGE CLUB

SA
TU

RD
AY

DANCE CLASS 
FOR CHILDREN

Pre-school fun class 3 - 4 years  
9am to 9:30am. Ballet & Jazz class  
5 - 8 years 9:30am to 10am.  
Email: info@db4dance.co.nz  
or view online at www.db4dance.co.nz

9 - 10 AM

With Jenn, a certified yoga instructor.  
All levels welcome. $5 drop in. BYO 
mat. Email: jetbluenz5@gmail.com 

10:30 AM VINYASA 
YOGA

Brooklyn Market 28 March 2020 from 
12pm to 4pm.  Contact 384 6799 or  
market@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

12 - 4 PM QUARTERLY 
MARKETS

SU
ND

AY
EKKALLAM 
CHURCH

Tamil Christian worship and service. 
Contact Robert tec.wgtn@gmail.com 
or 027 858 991610 AM - 12 PM

Preschool Karate (4-5 years) 4:30-5 
pm or Beginners Karate (5+ years) 
4:30 - 5:15 pm. Contact Sensei 
Patricia 027 297 6049.

4:30 - 5:15 PM FAMILY FIT 
KARATE

Cardio & Core strength workout (12+ years). 
Contact Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.6:45 - 7:15 PM GET FIT FAST

To book Brooklyn Community Centre for classes, groups or events contact  
Euan Harris on 384 6799 or coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

LA LECHE       
LEAGUE   

Meets last Friday of month for 
coffee and breastfeeding and 
parenting talks. Contact  
wellington@lalecheleague.org.nz

10 AM

11 AM - 2 PM FRIDAY 
CIRCLE

Seniors Social Group, meets weekly 
for light lunch and activities. Contact 
Euan Harris, details at bottom of page



FROM KENNEL 
TO KINDNESS
Percy lives on the sofa on the CPW 
shelter’s big deck. She has a basket under a 
blanket against any wind, and she likes to 
stay out in all weathers. 

In her previous home, Percy lived in an old 
dog kennel in the garden. Then her family 
moved to Australia and didn’t want to take her. 

Since coming to us, she has started to play 
and connect with people. After startling 
from contact at first, she’s now allowing 
gentle strokes. If you sit quietly with her 
for a bit, she may nudge up against you. 

We’re looking for a special, gentle person 
with a quiet home and garden, who will let 
Percy take her time to settle in. She enjoys 
being groomed, and is likely to become 
a loyal and caring girl if she’s just given a 
chance.  

Cats Protection Wellington is open to visitors 
at 29 Vancouver Street in Kingston from 
12pm to 4pm every Saturday and Sunday.  

Phone us on 04 389 9668, visit 
catsprotectionwellington.org.nz, or follow 
us on Facebook/cpwgtn to see daily 
pictures and videos of our amazing cats.

$40
FOR THE  SEASON!

BNU JUNIOR 
FOOTBALL
The Brooklyn Northern United Junior 
Football Club (BNUJFC) is Brooklyn’s local 
club for junior football (soccer). We cater for 
all children from ages five to 14, with both 
mixed grades (girls and boys) and the popular 
girls’ only grades.  BNUJFC have an alliance 
with the junior division of the Wellington 
United Football Club where we conjointly 
enter mixed teams, from the Under 9 grade 
to Under 13 grade, into the Premier divisions 
of the Capital Football competitions.  The 
alliance is now in its third year and has proved 
to be a great partnership. 

We are, at heart though, a community club and 
most of our teams are non-alliance club teams, 
which also compete in the Capital Football 
competitions.  Players’ parents and caregivers 
make up the club’s voluntary committee, 
team coaches, and managers.   Coaches are 
encouraged to enhance their coaching skills 
through continued professional development, 
which is provided for by the club along with 
coach/manager social evenings.   

First Kicks is the entry level to the club 
and is a fun, relaxed, and at $40.00 for the 
season, a low cost introduction to football 
for five and six year olds.  We meet on 
Sunday mornings at Tanera Park for basic 
football skills and games.  Registrations 
for First Kicks are open throughout the 
season and we are always excited to see new 
members joining the BNU family.  Football 
is a fantastic way to make new friends, 
both for the players and their families.  It is 
always great to see kids and parents from the 
local schools, who might otherwise never 
get to know each other, meeting up on the 
weekends for a fun game of footy.  Potential 
First Kicks players are always welcome to 
come along and have a look before deciding 
to join, so if you know of a young person 
who may be keen to have a go at the 
“beautiful game” come along to Tanera Park 
on a Sunday morning from 9am – 10am or 
contact us at the address below. 

The football season runs from April through 
August; check us out on Facebook https://
facebook.com/BNUJFC, our website https//
www.sporty.co.nz/brooklynnujfc/, or email 
us at info@bnujfc.co.nz
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LOCAL CLUB

Visit us at
www.tvf.org.nz

The Vogelmorn Foundation has 
commenced distributing funds to 

local organisations and individuals. 

PO Box 14-330, Kilbirnie
Wellington, 6022

admin@tvf.org.nz

For more information or to apply for 
funding please visit our website. 

Applications MUST be made online.
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Zero Waste – reducing our Vogelmorn 
Precinct footprint We are introducing a goal 
to become zero waste over time. This is part 
of our drive to become more sustainable as a 
community gathering place. We’ll be hosting 
speaking events and talks to promote zero waste 
throughout the year, giving away free hires to 
those events that best demonstrate a zero waste 
approach, and continuing to grow our on-site 
composting facilities and new community 
garden. If you have ideas or want to get 
involved, contact us at the address above.

Vogelmorn runs on people power! Vogelmorn 
Community building and events are run on 
volunteer power. The more people who get 
involved in helping, the more vibrant and 
welcoming our whare is for all. If you want to 
get involved, here are some ways you can pitch 
in. We also love to hear about your new ideas 
for events and community gatherings – by the 
community for the community! Our mission 
is to be sustainable, creative, inclusive and 
community-led. Contact us to connect with 
the opportunities below. Ways to volunteer: 
write fundraising grant applications (2-3 hours 
a month), be a greeter for the building and co-
working space (Tuesday and Thursdays 9-12), 
communications planning (as many or as few 
hours as you can spare), garden and building 

VOGELMORN 
PRECINCT

working bees (first Sunday of the month 9-12).

Backyard garden and orchard surplus? We 
are collecting excess produce from successful 
gardeners in the community to supplement the 
community gardens for the Seeds to Feeds event 
on 19 March. You can drop non-perishables at 
the door of the bowling club before 17 March, 
or contact ben.zwartz@gmail.com.

Damascus Café We have a great offer for you 
for the month of March. Get a free coffee 
with your scone every Wednesday and 
Thursday. Every Friday the cafe will be open 
until 8pm for pizza and family plates evenings. 
Pre ordering available - call 02108112298 to 
order. You can find or follow us on facebook 
or Instagram @ Damascusok.

Organic Dried co-op We are wondering how 
much interest there would be amongst our 
community for the development of an organic 
dried food co-op here in the club spaces. We’d 
send a master order form to all the members 
for them to place an order, and get food in bulk 
at wholesale prices or direct from the producer. 
We’re already a drop off point for fresh produce 
from Wairarapa Eco Farm and would like to 
expand on that. If this would interest you, 
please contact Jana at address above.

Working Bee 9am – 12pm First Sunday of the 
month We now have two garden beds, two 
rainwater collection systems, worm bin and 
composting system. Upcoming projects include 
building a pathway in the garden, setting up 
for a third garden bed, and tending the vege 
garden. The produce we grow in the garden 
will help contribute to the Seeds to Feeds 
initiative community dinner in partnership 
with Ridgway School and Damascus Cafe on 
Thursday 19 March.

Community Orchestra The next rehearsal of 
the Vogelmorn community orchestra will take 
place on 8 March at 4pm at Vogelmorn Hall. 
We can use our amazing pizza oven afterwards, 
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so please bring bases plus everything you want 
on your pizza! We still need more players, 
especially winds. If you thought about it but 
are still undecided, please come and give it a 
try! Contact Konstanze for more details on 
artmann_scott@yahoo.com.

We’re running pizza nights at 6pm 
Sundays in March, come along with your 
favourite toppings.

Save the date for our Election Night Party (with 
Barbarian Productions) on 19 September.

You’re welcome as always to propose projects 
that you will run and we can help promote. If 
you’re unsure about how it works check out 
https://vogelmorn.nz/book-the-building-2/ or 
contact Jana.

Seeds to feeds dinner Thursday 19 March 
5-8pm. A Harvest Celebration, Vogelmorn 
Green, 93 Mornington Rd (bowling club 
if wet or windy). Hasan Alwarhani of 
Damsacus cafe and helpers from Ridgway 
School will prepare a shared meal with 
food grown at the school and bowling club. 
Featuring our new community pizza oven! 
The spirit of ticketing for all Seeds-to-Feeds 

events is ‘pay what you’re able’. To find out 
more and volunteer visit www.seedstofeeds.nz

Family Board game night From 5pm, Bowling 
Club, Fridays 3 April, 17 July, 9 October, 18 
December. Bring your tea/takeaways, drinks 
of any flavour, and fave boardgames over to 
the club rooms. Have a chat with other local 
families and learn some new board games. All 
ages welcome. The Damascus Cafe will stay 
open longer on Fridays, so if you are coming to 
Family Board Game Night you can purchase 
their yummy Syrian food.

Events coming up at the bowling club. For more 
details visit vogelmorn.nz

Words Matter 4 & 5 April. “What you say 
next will change your world” (Marshall B. 
Rosenberg)
Deep Ecology Weekend 1 & 2 May 10am – 
5pm.“Extinction or Evolution”  
Wim Hof Method Workshop 10 May 8.30am – 
12.30pm  
Fermentation for Beginners 7 June 11am – 
1pm Regular activities in Vogelmorn Hall More 
details are listed on our website.

vogelmornbc@gmail.com
https://vogelmorn.nz/

Feldenkrais Monday 10–11am & 7–8pm 
Wednesday 10–11am

Kardio Power Monday 5.40–6.10pm
Get Fit Fast Monday 6.15–6.45pm
Steady As You Go Tuesday 1–2pm
Wellington Iaido Tuesday 6–7pm & Saturdays 3–5pm
Dance Classes for Children Wednesday 3.30–4.00pm 

Wednesday 4.00– 4.30pm
Taekwon-Do Tuesday & Thursday 4.00pm – 5.30pm
Baby Sensory Classes Friday 9am–1pm
Wellington Naginata Saturday 10am-12pm
Choir Monday 1.30 – 3pm
Kangatraining Tuesday 10am – 11.30am



BROOKLYN 
ORCHARD
After summer we always come back to 
the orchard looking more like a jungle; 
untamed with a sea of borage and a 
fight on our hands with the numerous 
unwanted weeds.  But amongst all this 
is a bountiful crop of plums, apples, and 
pears. Over the last month we have begun 
to tame the jungle and the orchard is 
again looking magnificent. The fruit can 
be seen in all its glory and the trees are 
looking healthy and happy. It really is 
a peaceful restorative place to hang out 
where you can almost hear the growth 
happening around you. You can most 
certainly hear the bees as they feed on the 
understory of flowers and herbs and it is a 
delight to see everything working together 
in unison. We have had a good crop of 
currants and berries this summer too and 
the rhubarb is obviously appreciated as it 
is harvested often. 

Our working bees are still every Monday 
evening from 5.30pm and everyone 
is welcome. We have recently had the 
brownies over learning about the ghastly 
convolvulus and what the orchard is all 
about; how the orchard is for all our 
community. It is a picking orchard, not 
a harvesting orchard, so pick a few and 
think of those after you! We have a few 
projects in mind for this year, with new 
compost bays at the top of the list. Look 
out for upcoming events and news on our 
new notice board.  

This month we are pruning the plums 
and mulching under all the trees, as well 
as the forever thankless job of weeding. 
We would love some help; come down 

and see us from 5.30pm every Monday 
night. The Brooklyn Community orchard 
is your orchard. Growing food, growing 
community and learning with each other.

UPDATE UPDATE
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Last month, instead of working down 
at the stream, FOOS volunteers 
spent a couple of hours (or more) 
transforming our Vennell St shade 
house site. We have been there 
since 2012 and rampant weeds had 
overtaken the pristine gravel underlay 
it started out with. The regular 
Wednesday workers had attempted 
to attack it during the year, with 
reasonable but slightly underwhelming 
results as we are few, and, I have to 
say, older. But how amazing it always 
is to see how much can be achieved by 
a group of dedicated people working 
together in a concentrated effort, and 
this was no exception. A dozen or so 
people weeding, shifting plants, and 
sieving organic matter from shingle, 
soon had the place looking spic and 
span and good for at least another five 
years. Next month our working bee 
will be Saturday 14th March, back at 
our usual site just south of Jamieson’s 
towing, tackling blackberry and other 
nasties - again.

Over the last several years we have 
worked with Owhiro Bay School, 
where a couple of enthusiastic and 
energetic parents have set out to create 
a haven of native trees and plants, 
which the children can enjoy and 
learn from. This year, Ridgway School 
have asked if they can work with us. 
Hopefully this will involve the whole 
school in a planting day, but might 
also involve some students in learning 
how the whole propagation cycle 
works, from collecting seed, planting 
it, and potting up as the plants get 
bigger. We envisage small groups of 
children visiting us at the shade house 
which will be exciting, helping us with 
potting up, and maybe having a little 
section of their own, raising plants 
that can eventually be planted out in 
the school grounds.

Janet Campbell

for Friends of Owhiro Stream

OWHIRO STREAM
friends of



PLAYCENTRE 
OPEN WEEK  
16 – 20 MARCH
At Playcentre we pride ourselves on the 
social connections we foster.  Both children 
and adults often make lifelong friends while 
attending Playcentre.  So, this year we are 
celebrating friendships by encouraging both 
members and non-members to bring a friend 
to Playcentre.  Playcentre Aotearoa is an Early 
Childhood Education (ECE) provider with a 
difference; it is parents and whānau who care 
for the children attending.  

Friendship is important to us all, but at no 
time is it more important than during early 
childhood; current research indicates that 
social skills in pre-schoolers are more predictive 
of outcomes in adulthood than early academic 
achievement. At Playcentre children get 
opportunities to make friends with others 
outside of their own age group, with mixed age 
play (0-6 years) being a predominant feature of 
every Playcentre session.  

Neuroscience educator, Nathan Wallis,  states 
that “the friendships that you establish in 
early childhood, and the social skills that 
underpin those, are more of an indicator of 
the child’s future academic success than 
any of the cognitive outputs (like colours, 
alphabet and numbers).  Playcentre has a 
long and proud tradition of focusing on 
developing children’s social skills and they 
remain today as consistent with the literature 
and the research on what is best for children.  
I think we should be really proud as New 
Zealanders that we have something like 
Playcentre - it’s a world leading movement. “  

“Playcentre welcomes you and your family and 
invites you to meet new friends and explore 
our village” says Playcentre spokesperson 
Claire Gullidge.  

Please visit the Playcentre website to learn 
more about us. If you cannot make a visit 
during Playcentre Open Week, feel welcome 
to visit any time. New members are always 
welcome.  Brooklyn Playcentre is open 
Monday – Thursday, 9am – 12.30pm. 

https://www.facebook.com/
brooklynplaycentre/ 

A s  t h i s  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  Bro o k l y n 
Ta t t l e r  i s  b e i n g  d e l i v e r e d  t o 
a l l  h o u s e h o l d s  i n  t h e  w i d e r 
Bro o k l y n  a r e a ,  i t  s e e m s  a  g o o d 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l e t  t h e  l o c a l 
c o m m u n i t y  k n ow  o f  c h a n g e s  t o 
o u r  o r g a n i s a t i o n .   Fro m  2 0 2 0 
T h e  B RC  So c i e t y  In c .  w i l l  s t i l l 
b e  b a s e d  i n  Bro o k l y n  a n d  i s  i n 

brooklynresourcecentre@gmail.com

t h e  p ro c e s s  o f  t r a n s i t i o n i n g  t o  a 
g r a n t - b a s e d  o r g a n i s a t i o n . 

T h e  t r a n s i t i o n  h a s n’t  b e e n  a s 
s t r a i g h t  f o r w a rd  a s  we  t h o u g h t 
i t  m i g h t  b e .   We  e n g a g e d  t h e 
s e r v i c e s  o f  a  s o l i c i t o r  t o  a d v i s e 
u s  o n  t h e  b e s t  w a y  t o  s t r u c t u r e 
o u r  o r g a n i s a t i o n  t o  e n a b l e  u s  t o 
l e g a l l y  d i s t r i b u t e  f u n d i n g  i n  t h e 
w i d e r  Bro o k l y n  c o m m u n i t y.   

T h e  Ma n a g e m e n t  C o m m i t t e e  a r e 
c u r r e n t l y  w o rk i n g  t h ro u g h  t h i s 
p ro c e s s  a n d  w i l l  i n f o r m  m e m b e r s 
o f  t h e  n e x t  p h a s e .   We  w i l l  h o l d 
a  s e r i e s  o f  Ge n e r a l  Me e t i n g s  t o 
d i s c u s s  a n d  vo t e  o n  t h e  b e s t  w a y 
f o r w a rd  f o r  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n . 

T h e  B RC  So c i e t y  In c
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Closing the Loop

Earth. We love it. Especially when its growing 
plants that feed us or that look pretty. Compost? 
Not so much. It’s hard to feel enthusiastic about 
yesterday’s lunches, seasoned with dog poo. Or 
that beautiful moment when you lift the lid on 
your compost bin and thousands of fruit flies try 
to make a home in your nose. 

There is endless advice, often conflicting, 
about how to construct the perfect compost 
heap. One thing everyone seems to agree on is 
that it’s good to close the loop on the nutrient 
cycle. Rather than take waste away, return it to 
the local ecosystem. That’s the intention with 
the new compost bins along the main trail at 
Central Park.  

Early on in the life of Upstream Friends the 
Council removed the green waste. However, 
with increasing pressure on Council funds 
and bigger piles of weeds as the group grew, 
removing the waste became too expensive. 
Which is good, right?  

Yes. It’s a double win. Green waste is now 
processed on site and all that goodness is returned 

to the park and we save the expense – fiscal and 
carbon – of having it carted away. Luckily we 
have some compost experts who will manage 
the piles to make sure all visitor near-compost 
experiences will be good ones. 

So, the next time you walk past the bins, think 
kindly of them. And if you’d like to actively 
participate in the ecosystem supporting Central 
Park, join us at our working bees. 

Next Working Bees Thursday 12 March and 
Sunday 29 March 2020 

Meet 10am – 12:30pm on the last Sunday of the 
month (at the Jetty in Central Park) AND 

10am – 12pm on the second Thursday of the 
month (at the Playground). 

Check https://www.meetup.com/upstream/ for 
confirmation of meeting place. 

Contact Lynne at all.whites@xtra.co.nz  
Everyone welcome! 

CENTRAL PARK
friends of
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COMMUNITY GROUPS

BROOKLYN BROWNIES, 
GUIDES AND PIPPINS
brooklyn.brownies@gmail.com
Pippins
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049
Brownies
Margaret Jones 389 3028
Brooklyn Guides
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049

BROOKLYN FOOD GROUP 
Local food and  
community. Working Bees  
held weekly on Monday 
evenings from 5:30pm 
to 7pm at the Brooklyn 
Orchard, end of Harrison St.  
thebrooklynfoodgroup@
gmail.com or
www.facebook.com/
BrooklynFoodGroupNZ

BROOKLYN GARDEN CLUB 
Meets 1st Wednesday 
7:30pm from March to 
October at St Matthew’s 
Church. New members 
and visitors welcome. 
Contact Ruth Jeffery on 
027 430 0964 or email: 
ruthjeffery2@gmail.com

BROOKLYN GECKOS 
HOCKEY FOR KIDS
Years 1-6 and new 
entrants. Fridays 
4-5:15pm at the Brooklyn 
Bowling Club astro turf 
at Tanera Park,  
8 Tanera Crescent. 
Just turn up on 
practice day http://
brooklyngeckoshockey.
weebly.com. Come and 
join us for free summer 
hockey training.

 

BROOKLYN LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP 
Next meeting 2pm Sat 28 
March at Brooklyn Library. 
Everyone welcome. Chris 
Rabey 3849293 ships.
pubs@gmail.com
or Sharon Macintyre    
027 634 4455  
or evenings 388 8088  
sharonmacintyre42@gmail.com

BROOKLYN MAINLY MUSIC 
Fun affordable 30 minutes, 
for parents or care givers 
to enjoy with their pre-
schooler(s). Morning Tea 
provided.  
Wellington Reformed 
Church 34 Harrison St. 
Rachel 022 407 9652

BROOKLYN NORTHERN UNITED
JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
Season starts on Saturday 
4 April. 
Email enquiries to
info@bnujfc.co.nz 
or visit us online at
www.sporty.co.nz/
brooklynnujfc

BROOKLYN PLAYGROUP
Fun group for parents & 
caregivers with preschool 
children. Meets Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 9:30-11:30am 
during the school term at the 
Korean Church - 184 Ohiro 
Road. Turn up on the day.

BROOKLYN SCOUTS
Scout Hall, Harrison St.
Scouting is for boys and 
girls who love adventure. 
Keas 5-7 yrs, Cubs 7-11yrs, 

Scouts 11-14yrs, Venturers 
14-18yrs. Contact Gillian 
Boyes 972 9904 or 
gillianmay68@gmail.com

BROOKLYN SMALLBORE 
RIFLE CLUB Ages 14+ 
Sundays 6.30pm-8pm mid-
March to early October at 
the Royal Tiger Range, 131 
Russell Terrace, Newtown. 
To join contact Dianne 
Grain on 0274 449 641
d.grain@xtra.co.nz
www.bsrc.org.nz

BROOKLYN TABLE TENNIS 
9am-12pm Tuesdays and 
8pm Wednesdays at 
Brooklyn Community 
Centre. We welcome new 
members of all ages and 
ability. Tables, bats and 
balls provided. Phone 
Philip on 934 7445.

BROOKLYN TOY LIBRARY
A wide range of toys for 
children aged 0-7 years 
available to hire. We 
are based at Capital 
Montessori School, 
Camrose Grove, Kingston. 
Visit brooklyntoylibrary.org.
nz for opening times and 
how to join.

BROOKLYN WALKERS
Meet Monday mornings 
(except public holidays) 
outside Brooklyn Library. 
Phone Susannah 384 
7412 or Clare 384 9054. 
9 March – Mt Crawford to 
Scorching Bay & Seatoun. 
Catch 8:53am No.7 bus.  
16 March – Walk to 

COMMUNITY GROUPS

Adelaide Rd via High 
School then take No.1 bus 
to Island Bay. 
23 March – Korokoro Dam. 
Catch 8:53am No.7 bus to 
connect with 9:27am train.  
30 March – Catch 9:14am 
No.7 bus to Lambton Quay, 
then take the bus to Karori.

BROOKLYN JUNIOR CRICKET 
CLUB At the old Wellington 
Bowling Club, Tanera 
Crescent, Brooklyn. More 
details online at  
www.bjcc.co.nz

FRIENDS OF OWHIRO 
STREAM Working bees 
on the second Saturday 
of the month 10am-
12:30pm. Contact 
Martin on 389 8995 or 
email: owhirostream@
gmail.com 

PREDATOR FREE BROOKLYN 
Hello Kaka, goodbye 
rats! We’re looking for 
volunteers to host traps 
on their properties. If 
you’d like to help email 
predatorfreebrooklyn@
gmail.com

RATA PLAYGROUP Calm 
and nurturing place for 
babies and toddlers 0-3 
years to explore, learn and 
socialise with a parent or 
family member. Morning 
sessions available at Capital 
Montessori, Camrose Grove, 
Kingston.  
montessori.school.nz/playgroup 
or email  
rata@montessori.school.nz

THE KUNG FU SCHOOL  
Learn Shaolin Kung Fu for 
self defense and functional 
fitness. Wellington Swords 
Club Building, 2 Tanera 
Crescent, Brooklyn. 
Contact Rob Young on 021 
408 521 or  
wellington@shaolinkungfu.co.nz  
www.shaolinkungfu.co.nz 

ST JOHN PENGUIN AND 
YOUTH DIVISION 
Penguin Program 6-8 yrs.
Karen 389 4060
Youth Division 8-18 yrs.
Carol 0274 321 204
www.stjohn.org.nz

TURBINE TALKERS 
TOASTMASTERS CLUB 
Your local chapter of 
Toastmasters International. 
Tuesdays 7:15pm-9:15pm 
fortnightly in  
St Matthew’s Church lounge.  
John 029 771 3171,  
Sylvie 022 197 3610  
turbine@toastmasters.org.nz 
http://6879.toastmastersclubs.org

UPSTREAM – FRIENDS OF 
CENTRAL PARK Working 
Bees from 10am-12:30pm 
on the last Sunday of the 
month. Contact Lynne 
White at all.whites@xtra.
co.nz Come along for great 
conversations, meet new 
people, delicious morning 
tea and contribute to the 
care of Central Park. We also 
have a working bee from 
10am-12pm on the second 
Thursday of the month. 
Contact Celia Murphy at 
celia.r.murphy@gmail.com

SCRABBLE WELLINGTON 
Club nights every 
Wednesday from 7pm in 
the cafe area upstairs at the  
former Vogelmorn Bowling 
Club, 93 Mornington Road. 
All abilities welcome! First 
night free, otherwise $5/
night. Contact Nick Ascroft 
for more information. Email: 
nick_ascroft@hotmail.com 
or phone/text 022 675 1399.

VOGELMORN TENNIS CLUB 
Welcomes players of  
all ages and abilities. Join  
our social, family-friendly 
club. Club days, competitive 
play, professional coaching.

vogelmorntennisclub.com
call in, or email  
secretary1vtc@gmail.com  

WELLINGTON SWORDS 
CLUB By the Tanera 
Park bowling greens off 
Tanera Crescent. Contact 
Vicci Lamb - Head 
Coach. Phone 970 7496 
or email: bishop.lamb@
pistingaround.com

EVERY GIRLS’ & BOYS’ 
RALLY Thursdays during 
school terms from 7pm-
8:30pm at Ridgeway 
Christian Youth Centre, 117 
The Ridgeway, Mornington 
for ages 8 - 12. Contact  
Evan Tyler 027 274 2631 or
evanandrebecca@gmail.com
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