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VOGELMORN HALL PH 384 6799

Fire in 1994
This special issue marks 25 years since the
Community Centre was badly damaged by
fire one night in June. Turn to page 6 for a
special report on the fire from the 1994 Tattler.

Rembuden Karate display at the March market
Led by Debbie Groves there is Ballet
& Jazz for 5 – 8 years from 4pm to
4:30pm followed by Ballet & Jazz for 8
– 10 years from 4:30pm to 5pm. Email
Debbie at info@db4dance.co.nz and
view online at www.db4dance.co.nz

25
26-27

Aftermath of the 1994 Community Centre fire
This month’s cover photo is of the
damage caused by the Community
Centre Fire in June 1994.
July 2019 copy due no later than 5pm
Tuesday 25 June
Email your contribution to
tattler@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz
Brooklyn Tattler is published by the
Brooklyn Community Association Inc. 18
Harrison Street, Brooklyn. Association
members accept no liability for the
contents which have been prepared in
good faith. Printed by Pivotal.
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Market
The next Brooklyn market is set for
Saturday 22 June from 2 - 5pm here at
the Community Centre. Come along for
some great bargains, live music, bouncy
castle and face painting for the kids, karate
demonstrations and much more. We have
some exciting new stalls as well as some of
our regular favourites, plus a new Indian
food stall selling delicious vegetarian food
from the kitchen. Hope to see you there!
Dance classes for children
Two new Wednesday afternoon classes
are starting soon at Vogelmorn Hall on
Vennell Street.

Jim Drummond
Harrison Street resident James (Jim)
Drummond passed away peacefully on
12 May. We featured an interview with
Jim in the Brooklyn Tattler April 2018
issue and he was on the front page
later that same year during October,
receiving his QSM for services to
swimming from the Rt Hon Dame
Patsy Reddy at Government House.
Swimming was Jim’s life passion,
teaching children to swim at Freyberg
Pool on Friday evenings. The Pines was
overflowing at his funeral service on 17
May with many people paying tribute
to Jim including family members, the
Hataitai Swimming Club, the RSA

and Masonic Lodge. Our thoughts are
with Bev and Perry and the rest of his
family.

CONTACT US
Hall Hire and General Enquiries:
coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz
Childcare Programmes:
childcare@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz
Accounts:
accounts@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz
Manager:
manager@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz
Tattler:
tattler@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz
Market:
market@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz
Main Office: 04 384 6799
Childcare Office: 04 385 0089
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UPDATE

from the

COUNCILLOR

BRIAN DAWSON
WELLINGTON CITY COUNCILLOR
LAMBTON WARD
027 413 5809
brian.dawson@wcc.govt.nz

This will almost certainly be the last
Tattler column I write as Brooklyn’s ward
councillor. Let me say hastily that’s not
because I am resigning or expecting to
get voted out in October, but because the
boundary changes for this year’s Local
Government election mean the suburb
is no longer part of Pukehinau-Lambton
Ward. I won’t be a stranger of course,
I’ll still be living just down the road in
Mortimer Terrace and I anticipate my
portfolio duties will continue to bring me
to Brooklyn from time to time.
Among those duties is the ongoing
redevelopment of City Housing
properties around the city. The council
flats in Harrison Street should have been
demolished by the time you read this, and
I want to thank those in the community
who have engaged with council in that
process to date. The clearing of the site is
the first stage in redeveloping it into brand
new housing which is fit for purpose for
social housing into the future. My hope
is that this will commence over the next
few months, following the appropriate
planning and resource consent process,
which will give opportunities for more
consultation and conversation.
Housing remains one of our biggest
challenges, and Brooklyn is one of the few
parts of the city where there is still scope
for development of many different types of
dwellings. That does of course mean more
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UPDATE
disruption and inconvenience for local
residents, and it is absolutely up to council to
ensure this is mitigated as much as possible. I
congratulate the Greater Brooklyn Residents
Association and Brooklyn Community
Association for the positive engagement they
have undertaken with council and I know
that regardless of which ward the suburb sits
in that relationship will continue.
Finally, to go back to where I started, it is
election year. That will become increasingly
obvious as the weeks go by and I would
like to take this opportunity to encourage
everyone to get involved. Those of us who
put our heads on the block and stand for
office need you, and you need us, so please
get along to the meet the candidates sessions,
take the opportunities you can to quiz
candidates on what’s important to you, and
push us all to give straight answers to straight
questions. That’s what we sign up for!

Visit us at
www.tvf.org.nz
The Vogelmorn Foundation has
commenced distributing funds to
local organisations and individuals.

For more information or to apply for
funding please visit our website.
Applications MUST be made online.
PO Box 14-330, Kilbirnie
Wellington, 6022
admin@tvf.org.nz

from the

LIBRARY

p r o c e d u re / c u l t u r a l o b s e r v a t i o n s
of harvesting and weaving flax),
t h e K a u p a p a ( s h a re d p u r p o s e )
o f Ma t a r i k i , a n d t h e h i s t o r y /
traditional observation of
Ma t a r i k i . T h e s e s s i o n s a re a t t h e
f o l l ow i n g t i m e s :
Newtown Library: Friday 7 June
10am -–2pm

Kia ora
O n Tu e s d a y 2 8 Ma y a n e w p o p u p
library opens in the city - Arapaki
Ma n n e r s L i b r a r y a n d Se r v i c e
C e n t re a t 1 2 Ma n n e r s St re e t . T h e
o p e n i n g h o u r s a re Mo n d a y t o
Fr i d a y 8 a m - 7 p m , a n d Sa t u rd a y
- Su n d a y 9 . 3 0 a m - 5 p m . T h e re i s
a range of fiction, non-fiction
a n d AV i t e m s a l o n g w i t h a s m a l l
c h i l d re n’s c o l l e c t i o n , p l u s i n t e r n e t
access on a limited number of
c o m p u t e r s . Wi - Fi i s a v a i l a b l e a s
u s u a l b u t n o t e t h e re w i l l b e n o
re s e r v e s o n f i c t i o n b o o k s .

Newlands
Community
Centre:

Saturday 8 June
10am – 2pm

Karori Library:

Thursday 20
June 2pm – 4pm

Island Bay
Community
Centre Lounge:

Wednesday 26
June 12:30pm –
2:30pm
Na m i h i

Heather, Sue, and the team at Brooklyn

Ma t a r i k i i s o f f i c i a l l y o n 2 5 Ju n e
and we at the libraries will be
c e l e b r a t i n g . A t Br o o k l y n w e a re
h a v i n g a St o r i e s b y To r c h L i g h t
o n Mo n d a y e v e n i n g 2 4 Ju n e .
The theme running through
o u r p r o g r a m m e s f o r Ma t a r i k i i s
Raranga, weaving. The sessions
w i l l d e m o n s t r a t e h ow t o m a k e
f l a x p u t i p u t i ( f l ow e r s ) , a n d k o n a
( s m a l l b a s k e t s ) . A l s o c ov e re d
w i l l b e t h e Ti k a n g a ( c o r re c t

ECO WAX WRAPS

FRESH BREAD

JEWELLERY

INDIAN FOOD

CRAFTS

ART

PERFUME

KIDS STALLS

VEGETABLES

LEATHER PURSES

KNIFE SHARPENER

SAUSAGE SIZZLE

FACE PAINTER

KARATE DEMO

SOY CANDLES & MELTS

NATIVE LOOM BAGS

E

market@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

W

brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

A

18 Harrison Street
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SPECIAL REPORT

FIRE!

This month commemorates the 25th
anniversary of a major fire at the
Brooklyn Community Centre. To mark
the occasion, we are reprinting below,
the original report from the June/
July 1994 edition of the Tattler. Euan
Harris also has a special report on the
Brooklyn Fire Station on Page 10
Early on the morning of Sunday,
19th June, the main hall of
Brooklyn’s historic Community
Centre was destroyed by fire.
Duty officer Popple of the
Brooklyn Fire Station, first to
respond to the alarm, says there
was some initial confusion as it
was thought the fire was sited in
one of the houses immediately
behind the hall in McKinley
Crescent. Eight houses, all full of
smoke, were checked before it was
realised where the fire was.
“As we arrived at the entrance to
the Harrison St site,” said Officer
Popple, “the building just exploded.
Our main concern was to prevent
the fire spreading to the West Wing
of the building and to the house
immediately behind the hall in
McKinley Crescent.”
In the event, this was achieved
with almost no damage to the West
Wing of the Centre, which houses
two small halls, an office, kitchen
and toilets.
“The fire service did a great job,”
said Gwen Devereux, President of
the Community Association. “If
they had been unable to save the
West Wing we’d really have been
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out of business. As it is we have
been able to keep our smaller
groups going in what is left of the
Centre, while the larger groups have
all been accommodated within the
district thanks to the generosity of
local schools and organisations.”
In the strong northerly wind on
the night of the fire, the house
of neighbours Alan and Belinda
Brian, only metres from the hall in
McKinley Crescent, was initially
threatened. The Brians, with their
four week old baby, were evacuated
to a neighbour’s house and returned
later to a home smoke and water
damaged and littered with fire
debris, but intact.
The Scout Hall on Harrison Street
was also threatened but escaped
with little damage other than a
number of windows broken by heat.
The Community Association,
which owns the Centre, was already
planning a major redevelopment,
which envisaged the replacement of
the main hall which, as a temporary
recreation building from the 2nd
World War army camp at Trentham,
was already well past its prime.
However, the tragedy is the loss of
the beautiful, sprung matai dance
floor which it had been intended to
lift and use in the building.
Also lost was much equipment
belonging to the various groups
which used the hall. Among these
losses was equipment belonging to
Indoor Bowls, Table Tennis, and
Gymnastic groups.
Continued on page 8

SPECIAL REPORT

UPDATE

The response of the local community
has been heart- warming.The
Association wishes to acknowledge
and thank all those who have sent
messages of sympathy and offers of
help. These have come from local
organisations and many individuals,
particularly those who have been
associated with the Centre in the past.
Practical help has come in many
forms. St Bernards School in Taft
Street has offered a home and use of
equipment for the rest of this year to
the Children’s Gymnastics Club.
The Wellington Women’s Indoor
Bowls Group has been accommodated
at the Vogelmorn Bowling Club, as
has the Harbour City Rock ‘n’ Roll
Club. Brooklyn School has provided
accommodation for Table Tennis and
the Baptist Church has taken in the

Brownie Pack, though both these
latter two groups will move back into
the West Wing of the Community
Centre once gas and water services
have been fully restored.
The City Council has provided a
grant to cover the cost of clearing the
site and securing the West Wing of
the building. Other help has come
in the form of assistance in salvage
operations, cleaning up, and the
provision of water and electricity
by neighbours until our own was
restored, as well as many other acts of
kindness and support.
The Association is determined
to continue with its plans for a
new centre and is looking forward
to the continued support of the
community in its planning and fund
raising efforts.

PRESCHOOL & PLAYGROUP
Nurturing independent and joyful little
learners who are curious and confident.
Mon-Fri 8.30am – 1pm or 3pm
Places available now – new families welcome.
Qualified, experienced teachers & 20 Hours ECE.
Visit us and see what makes our preschool special.

P 389 2395 • 14 Camrose Grove, Kingston • www.montessori.school.nz
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friends of

OWHIRO STREAM
FOOS enjoyed a very successful and
enjoyable working bee in May at
the Owhiro Bay School site, assisted
by Britannia Sea Scouts and school
parents and children. Great work was
done, and some eel spotting.
Back in March, the FOOS shade
house team went on a seed collecting
expedition with Valissa from
Berhampore Nurseries. Well, maybe
not so much of an expedition as
an outing, as it was only through
Tawatawa Reserve. We had intended
to go to Polhill Gully, where there
may have been more variety, but
unfortunately the tracks were closed
due to work being done on the
transmission lines. Like a lot of other
activities - think vintage clothes
shopping, snorkelling, finding fungi -,
it takes a bit of practice to ‘get your
eye in’, and it was noticeable how
quickly Valissa spotted things we
walked straight past.

Very noticeable even to us, though, were
the orange and red berries of coprosma
robusta (karamu) and coprosma
grandifolia (kanono), both of which seem
particularly showy this year. On a trip
to the West Coast, we saw red kanono
berries making a brilliant display of the
sort you don’t normally expect in the
New Zealand bush. We also saw some
beautiful bright blue fungi - entoloma confusingly called blue pinkgill. So - here
are some trivia facts for you; did you
know that blue entoloma are featured on
the NZ $50 note? And that coprosmas
are part of the coffee family and the
berries have been used as a substitute?
An article on the Oratia Native Plant
Nursery page says that the dried seeds
of Coprosma robusta can be roasted,
brewed, and drunk, and you can ‘savour
the taste, which just may be rather like
coffee’. Or not!
Janet Campbell
for Friends of Owhiro Stream
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LOCAL INTERVIEW

OUT & ABOUT IN
BROOKLYN
This month Euan Harris talks to Senior
Firefighter Alistair Mackay
I’m inter vie wing Alistair Mackay
on a Wednesday evening in the
watch room of the Brooklyn Fire
Station. It’s around 7pm and he
is just one hour into a 14 hour
overnight shift which star ts at
6pm and goes through until 8am.
Like many firefighters he likes the
shift work and couldn’t imagine
going back to a 9 to 5 routine.
The typical fire fighter works a
mixture of night and day shifts,
the latter being 10 hours. The
normal roster is four days on and
four off, although many people
work over time in between or are

LOCAL INTERVIEW
called in to cover staff absences.
Alistair joined the fire ser vice
in 1978 and has spent most of
his time working in fire stations
around the Wellington region. He’s
not alone during the night shift as
all fire stations must have a crew
of four on duty. There are plenty
of home comforts at the Brooklyn
Fire Station, including sleeping
quarters, a laundr y, lounge and
a kitchen that wouldn’t look out
of place in a restaurant. Just like
flatting days, ever ybody chips in
for food and turns are taken at
cooking. On this particular night,
the person rostered on to cook has
taken leave so the crew are eating
takeaways. Alistair tells me that the
Brooklyn Fire Station on Cleveland
Street is the best sited station in
Wellington for takeaways, so no
one goes hungr y.

Alistair has fond memories of the
o r i g i n a l Bro o k l y n Fi re s t a t i o n
which was demolished in 1988
due to earthquake risks. The
double story brick building had
t w o f l a t s a b ove a n d t h e o r i g i n a l
f i re m a n’s p o l e . Ba c k t h e n m a n y
stations had the pole as Alistair
re c a l l s . T h e o l d s t a t i o n w a s a b i t
cramped but it had a homely feel
t o i t . T h e c u r re n t s t a t i o n a t 5 1
C l e ve l a n d St re e t w a s o f f i c i a l l y
o p e n e d o n 4 Ma y 1 9 8 9 a n d l i k e
most suburban stations, houses
o n e f i re a p p l i a n c e . E a c h s h i f t
i s u n p re d i c t a b l e . Yo u c a n s l e e p
p e a c e f u l l y t h ro u g h t h e n i g h t
w i t h o u t a s i n g l e c a l l . On o t h e r
s h i f t s t h e re c a n b e s e ve r a l c a l l o u t s
i n c l u d i n g f a l s e a l a r m s . So m e t i m e s
a smoke detector can go off in an
apartment at midnight because
someone has burnt the toast, so
o f f t h e c re w g o re g a rd l e s s .
Being a firefighter in Wellington
has its own unique challenges
especially in a suburb like
Brooklyn with narrow streets
and houses on hillsides, one of
reasons a cre w of four is needed
to lug equipment up steep steps.
Alastair says that there is now a
lot more cars parked on suburban
streets which makes access more
difficult, plus fire appliances have
got bigger over the years. Traffic
congestion in the central city also
can slow down an appliance on its
way to an emergency, Karo Drive
being a prime example.

Brooklyn Fire Service attends Brooklyn Kindergarten’s Food Festival. Photo Credit: Yana Skaler
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The rostered day shift cre w are
able to attend training courses
as they become available, such as

CPR and First Aid. One of the
more interesting training days
involves a trip with the rescue
tender to Pick a Par t car wreckers
on Eastern Hutt Road, Taita to
practice cutting up cars with the
Jaws of Life. Pick a Par t provide
a site at their yard and a car body
for the fire cre w to work on.
Physical fitness is the prime
requisite to join the fire ser vice as
a professional fire fighter. After
passing the physical, ne w recr uits
are sent off to the National
Training Centre in Rotor ua for
a 12 week training course before
being posted to a fire station.
Firefighters undergo a thorough
physical check ever y two years.
As well as the serious side of
f i g h t i n g f i re s , t h e Br o o k l y n
Fi re St a t i o n c re w, l i k e m a n y
other suburban stations, take
the time to be involved with
their local community by
a t t e n d i n g f u n d r a i s e r s , p r ov i d i n g
guided tours, carrying out
demonstrations and assisting
with smoke alarm installations.
T h e ‘ G e t Fi re w i s e’ p r o g r a m m e
p r ov i d e s f i re - s a f e t y e d u c a t i o n a l
re s o u r c e s f o r e a r l y c h i l d h o o d ,
Ko h a n g a re o , p r i m a r y s c h o o l s
and for year 7 and 8 students.
Tow a rd s t h e e n d o f t h e
p r o g r a m m e f i re f i g h t e r s v i s i t
s c h o o l s t o g i v e a f i re - s a f e t y
p re s e n t a t i o n . A l i s t a i r re c a l l s a
t r i p t o Br o o k l y n S c h o o l t h a t
ended with all the pupils having a
water fight in the grounds, which
w a s a g re a t w a y t o e n d t h e l a s t
day of school term.
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UPDATE

HISTORY

Monthly update on issues
and projects involving our
community

NIGHT SOIL
UPDATE
Further to my previous story on the
night soil, here is a picture of an actual
night soil cart and contractor that was

used. In those days, there was no such
thing as gas masks, or any protective
gear; men had either a cloth round their
faces with smelling salts, or simply got
used to the stench. It was no wonder
turnover of contractors was so high.
Chris Rabey

NEXT MEETING – AGM
7.30pm Wednesday 19 June 2019: St Matthew’s Church, 96 Washington Ave
GUEST SPEAKER: Dr Russell Tregonning on:
‘Walking, Cycling & Light Rail for the Health of Wellingtonians and the Planet’
Come along, we’d love to have your input
QUESTION TIME: Email us questions for Councillors by 10 June
Keep an eye on our Facebook page and Neighbourly for responses.
WCC Planning for
Growth

GBRAI made a submission based on previous community
feedback, see our Facebook page or email for details.

Tanera Bowling Club
building

GBRAI have successfully advocated for improved access to
the main building for wider community use and for sporting
children to be able to access the toilets. Submission to WCC
enlivened by a poem by Ian Paterson (of BNU) which
colourfully stood out. Details of access to come.

Harrison Street social
housing

Demolition underway, approx. 8 week project. Public meeting
held 18 May and direct engagement with school and other
community groups to address safety concerns has been
excellent. Trucking debris to Happy Valley Road landfill will
cause some disruption = extra care needed by all.

Kingston Bus Hub

After advocacy, a pedestrian refuge will be built for safer
crossing along with more bus pickups on shops side. Traffic
flow and number of pedestrians doesn’t meet NZTA guidelines
for a pedestrian crossing requested by the community.

Emergency water
tanks

We have 200 litre home water tanks and kits for sale, $110 (incl
GST) each. Easy to pick up and install or we can do it for you at an
additional cost. Email brooklynresidentswellington@gmail.com

Other items on our
radar

-- Accessibility in transport and relocating mobility park
from Jefferson St

-- Safety improvements to Cleveland/Todman/Ohiro intersection
-- Increasing range of 30k zone on Ohiro Road

Come along to our meetings to be heard or email us with your queries, concerns and
ideas: brooklynresidentswellington@gmail.com to sign up for newsletters
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SCHOOL NEWS

We are almost mid-way through Term
Two already, the weeks are flying by. At
this stage primary school teachers are set
to join their secondary school colleagues
in a nationwide strike on Wednesday 29
May, the first joint strike and the third
one day primary strike during the past
year. Although Ridgway School are
able to offer limited childcare that day,
unfortunately neither Brooklyn nor St
Bernards schools are able to, so once
again parents are left trying to arrange
care for their children.
Matariki celebrations are a focus for
June; luckily Brooklyn School is still able
to host theirs even with the development

work currently happening. The new
steps at the entrance to Harrison Street
have been going in with work to begin
soon on the existing entranceway which
is being widened to allow for trucks to
access the school.
Ridgway School’s building works are still
in the planning stage, they hope to have
final concept designs ready soon. The
recent fair raised in excess of $11,000
which is being put toward a new fence
along their zig zag path. Once built it
will be the canvas for a whole school art
project. Ridgway are also currently at
work on a new school motto.
Term Two finishes on Friday 5 July.
Julie Seevens
BROOKLYN TATTLER JUNE 2019  13

what’s on at your

BROOKLYN COMMUNITY CENTRE
18 Harrison Street
To book Brooklyn Community Centre for classes, groups or events contact
Euan Harris on 384 6799 or coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz
DANCE CLASSES FOR
CHILDREN
BROWNIES
CHILDCARE
PROGRAMMES
CRAFT
CONNECTIONS
EKKAALLAM
CHURCH
QUARTERLY
MARKETS
FAMILY FIT KARATE
& FITNESS
PORSE PLAYSCHOOL
PILATES
ST JOHN CADETS
TABLE TENNIS
TAI CHI
TIERRA SPANISH
LANGUAGE CLUB
VINYASA
YOGA

what’s on at

VOGELMORN HALL & GREEN

					Cnr Mornington and Vennell
To book Vogelmorn Hall & Green for classes, groups or events contact
Euan Harris on 384 6799 or coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Pre-school fun class 3 - 4 years Saturdays 9am to 9:30am. Ballet &
Jazz class 5 - 8 years 9:30am to 10am. Email: info@db4dance.co.nz
or view online at www.db4dance.co.nz

STEADY AS YOU GO
CLASSES

Tuesdays 1pm - 2pm. Classes improve balance, flexibility, fitness
and well-being. Contact Ann at Age Concern on 499 6646 or
communitysup@wellington.org.nz.

Mondays 6pm - 7:30pm school terms. Contact Margaret 389 3028
Before & After-school Care & Holiday Programmes. Phone Adam
Hendry 385 0089 or childcare@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz
Crafters social group. Fortnightly on Thursdays 10am - 1pm.
Contact Louise email: louisebrockway.nz@gmail.com
Tamil Christian worship and service. Sundays 10am - 12pm.
Contact Robert tec.wgtn@gmail.com or 027 858 9916
Brooklyn Market Saturday 22 June 2019 from 2pm to 5pm.
Contact 384 6799 or market@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz
Beginners Wed 5:30 - 6:15pm & Thurs 5 - 5:45pm Adult
Beginners Wed 6 - 7pm & Thurs 5:30 - 6:30pm Kardio Power
Wed 7:30 - 8pm. Stretch & Tone Thurs 6:30 - 7pm.
Contact Patricia 383 9371 or 027 297 6049
Wednesdays 9 - 11:30am during school terms.
Contact 801 6814 or email kirsty.faulknor@porse.co.nz
Mondays and Fridays at 9am.
Contact Liz 027 503 0211 or lizbirkett.yoga.pilates@gmail.com

BABY SENSORY
CLASSES

Fridays 9am - 1pm. Contact Mel on 022 510 1987 or
wellingtoncitynz@babysensory.com or www.facebook.com/
babysensorywellington

FELDENKRAIS

Mondays 10 - 11am & 7 - 8pm. Wednesdays 10-11am.
First class free for beginners. Contact Toni on 475 3355 or
temcwhinnie@gmail.com

KARDIO POWER

Mondays 5:40 - 6:10pm Patricia 383 9371 or 027 297 6049

BALLET CLASSES

Thursdays 6pm - 6:45pm Floor Barre - 8 years and up. Open
Ballet 6:45 - 7:45pm - 11 years and up. Contact Chloe at
Danceworks. Email: moveitdanceworks@gmail.com

KOHA YOGA

Tuesdays 9am - 10:15am with Rosa Santana. Rosa is taking a
break and will be back to teach Yoga on 16 July.
Email: rosasantanadesign@gmail.com

STRETCH & TONE

Mondays 6:10pm - 6:40pm Patricia on 383 9371 or 027 297 6049

WELLINGTON IAIDO

Learn the art of drawing and cutting with the Japanese sword.
Tuesdays 6 - 7pm & Saturdays 3 - 5pm. Cam 021 263 0351
info@wellington-iaido.com facebook.com/wellingtoniaido

Tuesdays 6:30-8pm school terms. Carol 0274 321 204 or 388 3838.
Tuesdays 9am - 12pm or Wednesdays 8pm. Open to all ages and ability.
Tables, bats and balls provided. Inquiries Philip on 934 7445
or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com.
Fierce Tiger Tai Chi Chuan School. Thursdays 6:30 - 7:30pm.
Beginners welcome. $10 casual and $35 per month.
Contact Ferne McKenzie on 389 1433 or ferne.david@xtra.co.nz
Fridays 5:30pm to 6:30pm in the RSA room, starting again
in term 3. Connecting with Spanish speaking children. Email
Maribel at tierralanguage@gmail.com
Saturdays 10:30am with Jenn. All levels welcome. $5 drop in.
BYO mat. Email: jetbluenz5@gmail.com

WELLINGTON
NAGINATA

Martial Arts Group Saturdays 10am - 12pm.
Contact Alice at alice.graham@compasshealth.org.nz

ZUMBA

Tuesday evenings 7:30 - 8:30pm.
Contact Natasha at: feelgoodzumba.nz@gmail.com

DANCE CLASSES FOR
CHILDREN - NEW!

Ballet & Jazz for 5 - 8 years Wednesdays 4pm to 4:30pm.
Ballet & Jazz for 8 - 10years Wednesdays 4:30 to 5pm.
Email: info@db4dance.co.nz or view online at wwwdb4dance.co.nz

KATIE UNDERWOOD

“Local Agent, Local Knowledge”

Call Katie to sell
your home!

Call Katie to hear about this
month’s special offer!
Ray White Leaders in Real Estate Licensed under the REAA 2008

T. 04 894 3717 M. 027 248 2061 E. katie.underwood@raywhite.com

BROOKLYN TATTLER JUNE 2019  15

SCHOOL TIPS FOR PARENTS

Would your child
benefit from being
in a smaller class, in a caring
Catholic environment?

HEALTHY HABITS

School is a great environment; it’s a place
where kids learn and grow cognitively,
develop social skills, and become
independent individuals. It can also, alas,
be a place where they pick up germs and
illnesses and bring them home.
Children spend a lot of time in
classrooms where they can easily transfer
infections to one another. You can teach
your child some healthy habits, and can
help make school health priority. Here
are some great tips on how to keep your
kids healthy.

•

St Bernard’s School Brooklyn has:
§

Average class sizes of 16.

§

Excellent academic results.

§

Teachers able to pay closer attention to each child’s needs
and support every child to grow intellectually, physically,
emotionally and spiritually.

§

A state-integrated, un-zoned, decile 9 Catholic primary
school with on-site before and after-school care.

•

Immune System. Boost your child’s
immune system by ensuring they are
getting enough sleep, maintaining
a healthy diet, managing stress,
exercise and making time to laugh.

•

Colds and Flu. Healthy habits
to prevent colds and flu such as
remembering not to keep touching
eyes, or not sharing cups and utensils
with friends, are important to learn.

•

Sleep. Making sure children get
enough sleep is a crucial part of
keeping them healthy. Sleep is

We encourage families to come find out more about our school.
We welcome children at all levels from Years 1 to 8.
To learn more about our school, please contact us on
principal@stbernards.school.nz or 04 389 9377

www.stbernards.school.nz
40 Taft St, Brooklyn

Hand Washing. Teach your child
about proper hand washing. This is
one of the most important ways we
can prevent the spread of illness in the
classroom and elsewhere. Emphasise
washing after blowing noses, using the
bathroom and before eating.

important not only for a child’s
physical and emotional health but it
can play an important role in how
well they do in school too.

•

Stress. Research shows that stress
caused by homework, tests, and social
pressure have a negative impact on
kids’ health. Keep a look out for any
indicators which show stress.

•

Breakfast. This really is the most
important meal of the day when it
comes to school kids. A balanced
breakfast has shown to be very
important for brain function and energy.

•

School Lunches. It’s easy to reach
for chips or biscuits when you and
your children feel like nibbling on
something, but these snacks tend
to be low in nutrients and high in
calories. Instead, try to keep your
cupboards stocked with healthier
snacks such as fruit, air-popped
popcorn, unsalted nuts, and
unsweetened yoghurt.

•

Water. Make water the drink of
choice at meal times, and keep juice
and sweet drinks as occasional treats.
While juice has valuable nutrients and
gives a concentrated energy boost for
active, growing bodies, kids should go
for water first when they are thirsty,
not sugar-sweetened drinks.

•

Backpacks. School backpacks
today are heavier than ever. Using
the wrong type of backpack and
wearing it incorrectly can lead to
back pain in kids. Make sure you
prevent back problems by finding
the correct one.
Andrew Pozniak, Principal, St Bernards
School, Brooklyn
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CATS PROTECTION WELLINGTON

LOCAL NEWS

CARPET
lAyER

PRINCESS PHOEBE
Phoebe is our beautiful, pure white, snow
princess; and she deserves a castle all of her own.
Phoebe is a friendly, lively, chatty girl, and
in her own home she loves snuggles, a bed
to sleep on, and a window to gaze out of.
She does not cope with dogs, small children
or other cats. She was brought to us when
her former folks moved to a rental property
and couldn’t keep her. At 11 years old, she’s
looking for a home for the rest of her life.
Phoebe has a sensitive stomach and is on a strict
veterinary diet, so she can’t roam the shelter in
case she eats other cats’ food. She loves to visit
the house next door where she can run around
and play, away from the other cats.
Phoebe is eligible for our Care for Life foster
programme, so we would continue to cover vet
bills for her tummy condition, as long as she is
loved and cared for in her new home.
Come up to our shelter and pay Phoebe a royal
visit. We’re open to visitors at 29 Vancouver
Street in Kingston from 12pm to 4pm every
Saturday and Sunday.
Phone us on 04 389 9668, visit
catsprotectionwellington.org.nz, or follow us
on Facebook/cpwgtn to see daily pictures and
videos of our beautiful cats.
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BROOKLYN
KINDERGARTEN

Installation of new or
second hand carpets.
Relays, repairs and
maintenance.
All materials can be
supplied.
Free quotes

Call John at
Atkinson Flooring on
0274 426 915
or 04 381 2216

Chop suey, pulled pork buns, mac n’ cheese,
nachos or Irish coddle anyone?
Photo credit: Yana Skaler
Matariki Food Festival looks forward to
welcoming community

This year, our festival is celebrating
Matariki and putting into practice the idea
of ‘whanaungatanga’ which is all about
strengthening our sense of belonging and
connection with others through shared
experiences and working together. The
children are also looking forward to
performing their kapa haka at the festival
with students from St Bernards.
As a not-for-profit organisation, the
Kindergarten relies on the generosity of
the community to provide its services. Last
year, all profits from the food festival went
directly into modernising and increasing the
safety of the outdoor area for the children
(you might have seen our new shade sails
as you come past on Todman Street). This
year the Kindergarten is focusing on filling
that outdoor area with engaging learning
resources, especially a new water play area.

“Nā tō rourou, nā taku rourouka ora ai
te iwi” – “With your food basket and my
food basket, the people will thrive”
Brooklyn Kindergarten is looking
forward to welcoming the community
to its fourth annual food festival from
1-3pm on 30 June at St Bernard’s
School, Taft Street. Come and enjoy
the multi-cultural food cooked by our
passionate families, fill a container with
heartwarming kai for your freezer, and
have a fun-filled Sunday afternoon.
Brooklyn Kindergarten is a small
kindergarten big in heart and
community spirit. It has been serving
the Brooklyn community for over
70 years and continues to provide
enriching experiences and education to
our local children as well as those from
surrounding suburbs.

Grab a coffee or a warm drink.
Photo credit: Yana Skaler
So many of our community are involved
in making the food festival fundraiser a
success and we love sharing our food and
afternoon with everyone who comes along.
Follow our Facebook page for updates
(facebook.com/brooklynkindergarten) or
feel welcome to phone us on
04 385 7313 or drop us an email at
Brooklyn@wmkindergartens.org.nz to find
out more.
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UPDATE

BROOKLYN FOOD GROUP

VOGELMORN
COMMUNITY
GROUP

WHAT’S
HAPPENING IN
THE ORCHARD

Anna Banaś is holding another weekend
Nonviolent Communication workshop from
10am to 4pm on 1-2 June. Email her at
info@redefiningconflict.com to book.

We have had a very successful summer
season and now it is clean up time; pruning
the trees, weeding the beds, mulching, plus
fixing and renewing areas that need some
TLC. Most of our trees are all reaching
an age where their structure is formed and
they can concentrate on the business of
producing fruit and that is exactly what
they did! We had a bumper season of
currants, pears, apples and plums and the
best grape production ever. The community
is obviously reaping the benefits of all this
hard work as we notice the fruit is being
eaten, which was always the plan so it is
wonderful to see it coming to fruition.

We’re delighted to announce a special
Ramadan dinner bringing together Muslim
and non-Muslim communities on Monday 3
June from 4.30pm. Book your ‘pay-what-youcan’ ticket at vogelmorn.nz.
Pirate & Queen present their third and most
epic Vogelmorn winter gathering on 15 June at
7.30pm. The Unequal Feast will be a bounteous
medieval styled winter harvest where you
choose your own dining experience (and menu)
as Peasant, Farmer, Merchant, Vassal or Noble,
but all can enjoy the live medieval music and
theatre. The food is a collaboration between
Wellington food institutions including Field
& Green, the Shelly Bay Baker, Cafe L’Affare,
Vogelmorn Cafe, and Dough Momma. Book
at www.loemis.nz/unequal-feast

A
P
E
W

If you would like to help out at the orchard
- as a way of giving back or learning new
skills, or just hanging with others from your
hood, then we are now meeting on the first
and third Sunday of each month from 3pm.
There are a small group of five of us that
attend these working bees and we would
love to see many more people. The orchard
is a very special place and we know is used
by many who appreciate what we have
created. It is especially peaceful in autumn;
the trees are starting to slow down and it is
the perfect place to sit and enjoy the autumn
sun when you need to slow down too.
We have a new sign/notice board being built
and will be constructing a hungry bin worm
farm which have all been possible due to WCC
funding. The sign will also be a place to share
community news as well as updates on the
orchard and what our Brooklyn Food Group
are up to. Our next event is our annual ‘Prune
in June’ workshop. We hope to see you there or
at our next working bee. You can get in touch
with us through our Facebook page. https://
www.facebook.com/BrooklynFoodGroupNZ/

Wellington High School girls’ football team is
fundraising for their annual tournament – join in
a fun quiz night at 7.30pm on Thursday 20 June.
Bookings via vogelmorn.nz. The next day, Friday
21 June from 5pm, there is a ‘family takeaways’ get
together. BYOD and BYOB; all welcome.
To those who are keen on participating in the
community pizza oven, we’ll be progressing this
project towards a summer launch. Get in touch
to learn more or contribute to building the pizza
oven. The Green cafe is now open Wednesdays
until 2.30pm, and we have just appointed a brand
new venue coordinator! Jana Grossmanova looks
forward to meeting many of you up at the club.
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We created new signs this season to remind
people walking through or visiting the
orchard that we are a picking orchard, not
harvesting, and that meant that trees were
not stripped of their fruit but enjoyed by all.
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UPDATE

CAPITAL MONTESSORI

THE MONTESSORI
METHOD

St Matthew’s Church
96 Washington Ave
Phone 022 538 1030
brooklynresource
centre@gmail.com
WEDNESDAYS 9AM – 4PM
Are you wanting some company during the
day time? Or looking for people to chat
to over a cuppa? Anyone is welcome to
attend our Wednesday Circle programme
at St Matthew’s Church - pop in for as
little or as long as you like.
WEDNESDAY CIRCLE PROGRAMME
10:30 am

Morning Tea

Noon

Lunch

12:45 pm

Arthritic Exercise

1:15 pm

Guest Speaker

2:15 pm

Afternoon Tea

SPEAKERS – WEDNESDAYS 1:15-2:15PM
5 JUNE – NZ Movie: Second Hand Wedding
12 JUNE – Katie Underwood
19 JUNE – Wadestown Singers
26 JUNE – Mid-Winter Solstice: Lunch at
offsite venue
Barbara Fowler, former chairperson of the
Brooklyn Resource Centre, passed away at
the end of April. Our thoughts are with
her family and those who knew her well.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: We need as
many members as possible to attend
the AGM so that we can discuss and
make decisions on the next phase of
The BRC Society Inc. Please pop the
date in your calendar.
Jenny Swan, Coordinator
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
of the BRC Society Inc.
Sunday 30 June, 2019 at 2pm
St Matthew’s Church
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OSCAR approved for
ages 5-13

•before/after school care
•holiday programmes
•affordable
•pick up/drop off available
St Bernards School Hall
40 Taft St
admin@enjoychildcare.co.nz
Phone: 022 651 0773

What do Julia Child and P. Diddy have
in common? Both had a Montessori
education. Many ‘famous’ people
have attended a Montessori school
in some stage of their life, and some
of them even consider it one of their
important success factors. Here are a
few Montessori alumni you might not
know of…
•

Larry Page and Sergey Brin
– founders of Google

•

Jeff Bezos – founder of
Amazon.com

•

Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy
Onassis – former US first lady

•

Princes William, Harry and
William’s son Prince George

•

Gabriel Garcia Marquez – Nobel
Prize winner for Literature

•

Andre Lloyd Webber
– British composer

•

Anne Frank – Jewish author/
diarist World War II

•

Peter Drucker – Management Guru

•

Mark Zuckerberg – Co-founder of
Facebook

•

Bill Gates – Founder of Microsoft

•

Friedensreich Hundertwasser
– Austrian Painter and Architect

So what exactly is the ‘Montessori
Method’ – what does it look
like? Dr. Montessori believed
that children learn better when
they’re choosing what to learn. A

Montessori classroom looks a little
different than a more traditional
classroom, you’ll notice…
Beautiful spaces & hands-on learning
Montessori classrooms are famous
for their beauty, with attractively
presented, natural learning materials
and child-friendly furniture. Specific
Montessori materials lead young
learners to understand complex
vocabulary and discover abstract
ideas through the hands-on use of
concrete objects.
Enhanced social interaction
Montessori groups children of
different ages together in the same
learning environments. These mixed
aged groups allow children to learn
from one another, teach one another
and develop life skills such as
inclusion and acceptance.
Independence is important
Nurturing independent and capable
little learners is a big focus. Since
much of the learning is selfdirected, children can gain a sense
of independence and confidence in
their abilities much faster than in
other settings.
Cultivating a love for learning
Montessori children often remain
perpetually curious about the
people and the world around them,
seeing learning as an enjoyable lifelong process through their formal
education, and after, in their adult
lives and careers.
Come along and see a Montessori
preschool class in action – we love to
meet new families curious to know
more – visit montessori.school.nz
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UPDATE

UPDATE

GOODBYE
HARRISON
STREET FLATS

Below are some photos of the mural
at the soon to be demolished Harrison
Street Flats.
Photo Credit: Euan Harris

friends of

CENTRAL PARK
Ever wondered what Central Park is like
at night time?
Upstream is celebrating Matariki with a
glow-worm walk in Central Park. Māori call
them titiwai, which refers to lights reflected
in water, or you may prefer its wonderful
Latin name Arachnocampa luminosa.
Come and find out about this unusual creature
– what is it (not a worm!) where does it live,
what does it eat, how and why does it light up?
Join Upstream on a free guided glow worm
walk. Take an easy stroll or choose the slightly
longer walk to look at the glow worms and
learn some fascinating facts about them.
Choose from the following times:
(a) Friday 28 June 7.15pm – 8.00pm
(b) Friday 28 June 7.30pm – 8.00pm (suitable
for younger children/mobility friendly)
(c) Saturday 29 June 7.15pm – 8.00pm
(d) Saturday 29 June 7.30pm – 8.00pm
(suitable for younger children/mobility friendly)

24  JUNE 2019 BROOKLYN TATTLER

•

Registration essential.
Email kt@danzat.co.nz with ‘glow
worm’ in the subject line to register.

•

Please include your name, phone
number, the ages of any children
attending and preferred date and time
((a), (b), (c) or (d) above)

•

You will be advised about suitable torches

NB. A child is anyone 15 years or under. All
children must be accompanied by an adult.
Maximum of two children to one adult.
Numbers are limited so register now!
Upstream’s next Working Bees: Thursday
13 and Sunday 30 June
We usually meet from 10am - 12 noon on
the second Thursday of the month (at the
Playground) AND 10am – 12 noon on the last
Sunday of the month (at the Jetty in Central
Park). Check https://www.meetup.com/
upstream/ for confirmation of meeting place.
For further information, contact Lynne at
all.whites@xtra.co.nz Everyone welcome!
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COMMUNITY GROUPS

COMMUNITY GROUPS
AFTER-SCHOOL JUNIOR
CHESS Wednesdays 3.305pm @ St Bernard’s School,
Taft St. Does your child
love chess? All abilities
welcome, ages 8-12. Try
your first session free – $60
per term
Contact Ivan Moss –
ivancmoss@gmail.com or
021 417 025
BROOKLYN BROWNIES,
GUIDES AND PIPPINS
brooklyn.brownies@gmail.com
Pippins
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049
Brownies
Margaret Jones 389 3028
Brooklyn Guides
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049
BROOKLYN FOOD GROUP
Local food and
community. Working Bees
held on the 1st & 3rd
Sundays of each month from
3 - 5pm, at the Brooklyn
Orchard, end of Harrison St.
thebrooklynfoodgroup@
gmail.com or
www.facebook.com/
BrooklynFoodGroupNZ
BROOKLYN GARDEN CLUB
Meets 1st Wednesday
7:30pm from March to
October at St Matthew’s
Church. New members
and visitors welcome.
Contact Ruth Jeffery on
027 430 0964 or email:
ruthjeffery2@gmail.com
BROOKLYN GECKOS
HOCKEY FOR KIDS
Years 1-6 and new entrants.
Fridays 4-5:15pm at the

Brooklyn Bowling Club astro BROOKLYN SCOUTS
turf at Tanera Park,
Scout Hall, Harrison St.
8 Tanera Crescent. Just turn
Scouting is for boys and
up on practice day http://
girls who love adventure.
brooklyngeckoshockey.weebly. Keas 5-7 yrs, Cubs 7-11yrs,
com. Come and join us for
Scouts 11-14yrs, Venturers
free summer hockey training. 14-18yrs. Contact Gillian
BROOKLYN LOCAL HISTORY Boyes 972 9904 or
gillianmay68@gmail.com
GROUP
Next meeting 2pm Sat
BROOKLYN SMALLBORE
22 June at Brooklyn
RIFLE CLUB Ages 14+
Library. Everyone welcome. Sundays 6.30pm-8pm midMarch to early October at
Chris Rabey 3849293
the Royal Tiger Range, 131
ships.pubs@gmail.com
Russell Terrace, Newtown.
or Sharon Macintyre
To join contact Dianne
027 634 4455
Grain on 0274 449 641
or evenings 388 8088
sharonmacintyre42@gmail.com d.grain@xtra.co.nz
www.bsrc.org.nz
BROOKLYN MAINLY MUSIC
BROOKLYN TABLE TENNIS
Fun affordable 30 minutes,
9am-12pm
Tuesdays and
for parents or care givers
8pm
Wednesdays
at
to enjoy with their preBrooklyn Community
schooler(s). Morning Tea
Centre. We welcome new
provided.
members of all ages and
Wellington Reformed
ability. Tables, bats and
Church 34 Harrison St.
balls provided. Phone
Rachel 022 407 9652
Philip on 934 7445.
BROOKLYN NORTHERN UNITED
JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
Email enquiries to
bnujfc@gmail.com
or visit us at
www.sporty.co.nz/brooklynnujfc
BROOKLYN PLAYGROUP
Fun group for parents &
caregivers with preschool
children. Meets Tuesdays
and Thursdays 9:30-11:30am
during the school term at the
Korean Church - 184 Ohiro
Road. Turn up on the day.

26  JUNE 2019 BROOKLYN TATTLER

BROOKLYN TOY LIBRARY
A wide range of toys for
children aged 0-7 years
available to hire. We are based
at Capital Montessori School,
Camrose Grove, Kingston.
Visit brooklyntoylibrary.org.
nz for opening times and
how to join.
BROOKLYN WALKERS
Meet Monday mornings
(except public holidays)
outside Brooklyn Library.
Phone Susannah 384
7412 or Clare 384 9054.

3 June Queens Birthday
10 June Bell Rd to Waterfront,
Railway Station.
17 June Waikanae Beach to
Waikanae via river walkway
24 June Wallace St for bus
to to Seatoun, Fort Dorsett
to Churchill Park and on
to Miramar via Worser Bay.
BROOKLYN JUNIOR CRICKET
CLUB At the old Wellington
Bowling Club, Tanera
Crescent, Brooklyn. More
details online at
www.bjcc.co.nz
FRIENDS OF OWHIRO
STREAM Working bees
on the second Saturday
of the month 10am12:30pm. Contact
Martin on 389 8995 or
email: owhirostream@
gmail.com
LIONS CLUB Help build
your community and
make new friends
along the way.
Vicki 022 033 0031
PREDATOR FREE BROOKLYN
Hello Kaka, goodbye
rats! We’re looking for
volunteers to host traps
on their properties. If
you’d like to help email
predatorfreebrooklyn@
gmail.com
RATA PLAYGROUP Calm
and nurturing place for
babies and toddlers 0-3
years to explore, learn and
socialise with a parent or
family member. Morning
sessions available at

Capital Montessori,
Camrose Grove,
Kingston. Visit
montessori.school.nz/playgroup
or email
rata@montessori.school.nz
THE KUNG FU SCHOOL
Learn Shaolin Kung Fu for
self defense and functional
fitness. Wellington Swords
Club Building, 2 Tanera
Crescent, Brooklyn.
Contact Rob Young on 021
408 521 or
wellington@shaolinkungfu.co.nz
www.shaolinkungfu.co.nz
ST JOHN PENGUIN AND
YOUTH DIVISION
Penguin Program 6-8 yrs.
Karen 389 4060
Youth Division 8-18 yrs.
Carol 0274 321 204
www.stjohn.org.nz
TURBINE TALKERS
TOASTMASTERS CLUB
Your local chapter of
Toastmasters International.
Tuesdays 7:15pm-9:15pm
fortnightly in
St Matthew’s Church lounge.
John 029 771 3171,
Paul 027 324 8213
turbine@toastmasters.org.nz
http://6879.toastmastersclubs.org
UPSTREAM – FRIENDS OF
CENTRAL PARK Working
bees on the last Sunday
of the month 10am12pm at the Jetty, a
few hundred metres
along the main path.
Come along for great
conversations, meet new
people, fab morning tea

and contribute to the
care of Central Park.
debbie_vanh@yahoo.com
VOGELMORN COMMUNITY
GROUP Volunteerrun group based at
Vogelmorn Bowling Club,
93 Mornington Rd.
Workshops, rehearsals
and events. For what’s
coming up or to
enquire about hire, visit
vogelmorn.nz or email
vogelmornbc@gmail.com.
VOGELMORN TENNIS CLUB
Welcomes players of
all ages and abilities. Join
our social, familyfriendly club. Club
days, competitive play,
professional coaching.
vogelmorntennisclub.com
call in, or email
secretary@
vogelmorntennisclub.com
WELLINGTON SWORDS
CLUB Based at the
Wellington Bowling Club,
Tanera Park off Tanera
Crescent. Contact Vicki
Lamb, Head Coach on
970 7496 evenings Email:
president@fencingcentral.org.nz
EVERY GIRLS’ & BOYS’
RALLY Thursdays during
school terms from 7pm8:30pm at Ridgeway
Christian Youth Centre, 117
The Ridgeway, Mornington
for ages 8 - 12. Contact
Evan Tyler 027 274 2631 or
evanandrebecca@gmail.com
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