
BROOKLYN
TATTLER

what’s happening in your community

JULY 2020 322

30th 

ANNIVERSARY



11am – 2pm. We are always happy 
to have new people join us so give 
Euan a cal l  on 384 6799 if  you 
think you or someone you know 
might l ike to come along. 

Holiday Programme 
Just  as  we were able to recommence 
Before and After School care 
services,  Adam Hendry,  our 
chi ldcare manager,  had to star t 
planning the July Holiday 
Programme.  As we were st i l l  in 
Level  2 at  that point Adam’s had 
a harder job than usual  securing 
bookings but now we are “back to 
normal” and a fun, act ion packed 
Holiday Programme is  ready to 
run.   This  t ime we have not one, 
but two, tr ips planned to the ever-
popular Laser Force,  two movies 
at  the Penthouse,  and a tr ip to 
Kilbirnie Rec.   There is  a lso lots 
of  act ion-packed fun planned for 
here at  the centre,  culminating 
in the highly anticipated Party 
Day on the last  Friday of the 
holidays.  Places are st i l l  avai lable 
most days so contact Adam 
on 385 0089 or at  chi ldcare@
brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz i f 
you would l ike to enrol  your chi ld. 

Market 
Our next market is  scheduled for 
Saturday 26 September,  12pm – 
4pm.  Bookings are being taken 
for stal l s  now; prices  are $15.00 
for the main hal l  and $10.00 for 
the lounge.   These are f i l l ing up 
quickly so contact us at  market@
brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz  
now if  you would l ike to book in.  

Hello and welcome to the July 
edit ion of the Tatt ler.   This  month 
marks the 30th anniversary s ince 
the f irst  edit ion was published on 
3 July 1990.  Turn to page 4 for 
a special  look back through the 
Tatt ler  years . 

Level  1 and the Community Centre 
With the government’s  move to 
Level  1 we were able to ful ly re-
open the centre,  so no more having 
to keep the front door locked unti l 
After  School Care each day.   It  was 
a huge rel ief  to be able to welcome 
back the community to the centre 
and most of  our regular groups and 
activit ies  have now resumed.  We 
have QR codes placed in the foyer 
for those wanting to contact trace. 

Friday Circ le 
Our Friday Circle seniors  group 
started back up in June.   It  was 
lovely to see everyone back here 
enjoying a cuppa and a catch-up 
then tucking into lunch which 
included Mary’s  del icious cheese 
rol ls  -  thank you Mary!   Each week 
we have gentle exercises  which 
can be done standing or seated 
before lunch, which we provide for 
$5.00, and various activit ies  after 
lunch including guest  speakers  and 
movies.   The Circle meets  every 
Friday during school terms from 
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Val Willcox celebrates her 87th birthday at 
the Friday Circle group.
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August 2020 copy due no later than 
5pm Tuesday 21 July
Email your contribution to
tattler@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Brooklyn Tattler is published by the 
Brooklyn Community Association Inc.  
18 Harrison Street, Brooklyn. Association 
members accept no liability for the 
contents which have been prepared in 
good faith. Printed by Pivotal.

This month’s cover photo is of the 
teaser that was sent out prior to 
the first Brooklyn Tattler being 
published in July 1990



During June 1990, a flyer was 
distributed throughout Brooklyn 
advertising the start of a new local 
community A5 news booklet with 
the headline, “Who can resist a taste 
of what’s to come, and isn’t it nice to 
be amongst the first to know what’s 
really going on?” It was a great teaser 
and many people looked forward to 
reading the first edition, dated 3 July 
1990.  Brooklyn news was written and 
produced locally, and made possible 
by sponsorship from the Brooklyn 
Community Association. Robert Tait 
was the original editor and is credited 
with creating the Tattler name and 
lamp post design which adorned the 
early covers. Apparently the Tattler 
name referred to people ‘tittle tattling’ 
under the lamppost. The Tattlers 
were photocopied at the Brooklyn 
Community Centre until 2006 when a 
Risograph, or Riso, machine was used. 
Once printed, a team of volunteers 
would arrive to manually collate and 
staple the Tattlers for distribution. The 
only colour part was the paper on the 
front cover which would change each 
month, so you knew you were picking 
up the latest issue while waiting for 
your fish n chips to be cooked or movie 
to start at the Penthouse.  

When the Tattler first came out, we 
were still phoning six digit landlines 
with messaging on iPhones still in the 
distant future. Jim Belich was the mayor 
of Wellington and Brooklyn’s southern 

HAPPY 30TH 
BIRTHDAY 
TATTLER

ward councillors were Margaret Bonner, 
Tala Cleverly, Merrin Downing and 
John Gilberthorpe. It was the year of 
a general election which would see 
Jim Bolger’s National party form a 
government. The first Tattlers often 
carried political comment, and letters to 
the editor were encouraged.  

The October 1990 Tattler front page 
asked people to ‘Prepare for Brooklyn’s 
famous Run for Fun’ which took place 
annually at the beginning of summer, 
with great prizes on offer. Liz Tennet, 
the Labour MP for Island Bay, was 
reported in the November 1990 issue 
for presenting community awards 
to Ruth Garland from the Brooklyn 
Resource Centre and to Bill Maung 
and Ruth Fitchett from the Brooklyn 
Community Association.  

In 1990 the now familiar sight of 
the wind turbine on the hills above 
Brooklyn was nowhere to be seen. The 
September 1991 Tattler carried a story 
of Electicorp’s application for permission 
to erect an experimental wind turbine, 
which raised concerns from Panorama 
Heights residents anxious about 
increased traffic flows.  In October that 
year, St Matthew’s Church celebrated 
the 21st anniversary of their building. A 
revamp of the main Brooklyn shopping 
street was the lead story for October 
1991 with the headline, ‘Will Cleveland 
Street become a Mall?’ It was one of the 
possibilities discussed at a public forum 
held later that month.  

No Tattlers were printed in October 
and November 1992 as Robert Tait left 
Wellington suddenly. More recently we 
were unable to print the April and May 
Tattlers due to the Covid-19 lockdown. 
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Kia ora everyone 

Businesses are getting back to normal at 
the Brooklyn library. We still have hand 
sanitiser and QR codes on hand for those 
tracking their activities.  We think everyone 
has done a great job coping with working 
from home and caring for young children 
at the same time. We are very glad to be 
back at work and catching up with some of 
your Covid-19 activities. 

We have started with our pre-school 
programmes and look forward to starting 
class visits in the third term. 
Just to remind everyone of the regular 
events at Brooklyn. Tuesday 10.30 Story 
Time for all pre-schoolers. Thursday 10.30 
(alternate weeks) Music for Mites. Come 
along and join in with Sue to make music 
and listen to some stories. 
School holidays are upon us again and it 
is also Matariki. We have some in-house 
activities organised. 
• Friday 10 July, 2pm: Make your own 

taonga puoro (musical instruments) 
including shakers and wind 
instruments to play at home and at our 
Matariki Storytime by Torchlight… 

 LIBRARY
from the • Monday 13 July, 6pm: Matariki 

Storytime by Torchlight - Join us in 
the library for Matariki / Aotearoa-
inspired stories and waiata.   BYO 
torch and come along in your PJs 
ready for some heart-warming 
bedtime stories and songs. 

Check out the WCL website for activities 
at other branches.  

Sale Sale Sale 
We have a table of recently withdrawn 
books and magazines to provide you with 
some extra reading over the winter months. 
This time it is mostly adult material but we 
will have a selection of children’s books and 
DVDs. Great deals so don’t forget to have a 
look next time you are in. 

Keep warm. 

Na mihi 

The Brooklyn team
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However, technology advances of the 
past 30 years enabled us to get the Tattler 
out electronically via Mailchimp and 
social media. With the departure of Tait 
Gwen Devereux took over, manually 
typing up each edition before eventually 
progressing to a PC. More community 
news began to feature each month, with 
the back page listing regular meetings 
at the Community Centre, including 
a weekly visit on Mondays from the 
Community Constable. 

Over the last 30 years the Tattler has 
covered many stories of interest to the 
local community, including the fire 
that destroyed the original  Brooklyn 
Community Centre hall in June 1994; 
the proposal to split the Brooklyn 
electorate boundary in October 1994; 
and the opening of the Brooklyn Bar 
and Bistro. The March 1995 issue saw 
the start of a ‘Village Gossip’ column.  
In August 1995 it was reported that 
the WCC had agreed to grant $35,000 
to upgrade the Brooklyn Community 
Centre. A month later in September 
1995 the front cover featured a 
story about a WCC Brooklyn needs 
assessment survey.  

People still fondly remember the annual 
Brooklyn Festivals held during the last 
Saturday of November along Cleveland 
Street, from 1997 until 2009. These were 
always published in Tattler with a list of all 
the attractions. The lead story of August 
1999 concerned Brooklyn’s traffic woes. Not 
much has changed in the last 21 years. June 
2001’s issue was titled ‘A Bit of History’ 
and talked about the closing of the ‘Open 
Odd Hours’ Bookshop in Cleveland Street, 
marking almost a century of trading in 
Brooklyn as a stationery store. July 2002 
featured a story on Roger Still, WCC’s 

first Town Belt Curator. The sign ‘Roger’s 
Corner’ on the corner of Brooklyn Road was 
placed in remembrance of him. Fast forward 
to October 2018 and our front cover 
featured a photo of late Harrison Street 
resident, Jim Drummond, at Government 
House receiving his QSM for services to 
swimming. Other issues have promoted 
community markets; school fairs and 
galas; AGMs, meet the candidates election 
meetings; the threat of the Brooklyn Library 
closing; annual ANZAC Day remembrance 
services; school holiday programmes; the 
Kaka Project and much more. 

In the past, the front cover of the 
Tattler usually carried the lead story. 
However, the design of the cover has 
gradually changed over the years. 
From the start of 1993 a sketch of 
the Penthouse Cinema, the WW1 
memorial on Sugarloaf Hill, and the 
Salty Pidgin building was included 
under the original lamppost sign. From 
August 1999 an outline of the wind 
turbine replaced the war memorial. 
This format continued unchanged 
until July 2014 when the cinema, 
turbine and Salty Pidgin building were 
removed to revert back to the original 
lamppost format. The first front 
cover photo appeared in August 2014 
featuring Upstream-Friends of Central 
Park. The most recent change occurred 
in December 2016, with the removal 
of the original lamppost cover and 
printing out sourced to allow a major 
revamp to full colour. During this time 
the number of distribution outlets 
has increased as has the amount of 
people signing up to receive electronic 
copies each month. After 30 years the 
readership of the Tattler is stronger 
than ever.  Here’s to the next 30!



NEXT MEETING  
AGM 7.30pm Tues 14 July 2020  

St Matthew’s Church, 96 Washington Ave 
 AGM 
14 July 2020

Come along and express your feelings about our suburb. Any topic. 
RESIDENTS - It’s a call for help – we need you to participate.

Meet the General 
Election candidates 

25 August 7.30pm St Matthews Church, 96 Washington Ave. 
As we span two electorates candidates for Wellington Central and 
Rongotai will be invited. Bring your questions to put to candidates. 

Brooklyn Road 
temporary cycle way 
(removing one uphill 
lane on Brooklyn 
Road)   

Pushed by WCC under Covid-19, we had 2 weeks to respond. Your 
feedback was amazing, thank you to all residents who responded. In 4 
days, we had 232 replies, with more direct to WCC driven by our survey:  
•     Via GBRAI letterbox delivery 10  for and 36 against 
•     GBRAI online responses: 41 for and 49 against 
•     GBRAI Google form responses: 75 for and 21 against. 
NB: More to come with WCC signaling August review of a Brooklyn 
cycle way. Come to our AGM and tell us and the Council your thoughts. 

Harrison Street 
turnaround and social 
housing rebuild 

Turning area: seeking clarity on what they intend to do. 
Social housing: WCC to build 8x 4 brm units and 1x 3 brm unit (2021) 
https://wellington.govt.nz/your-council/projects/harrison-street-flats-
redevelopment 

WCC Southern Landfill WCC seeking a 20 year Resource Consent extension for the council 
landfill (also 2 privately owned / run landfills this RC does not apply to). 

Brooklyn School 
redevelopment 

Main concrete slab to be poured late June and (hopefully) building 
work completion late October 2020.

Prince of Wales Water 
reservoir/Omāroro 

$68m 3year project; pipe work in local street near completion; 
vegetation clearance (Sept to Dec); hill excavations commence Dec 
2020; construction circa June 2021. Seeking options to divert/re-
use 30,000m2 of rock planned to be dumped at landfill.

Ongoing traffic issues  -     Cleveland, Todman, Ohiro intersection: stalemate 
 -     Kingston bus hub: safety works yet to be completed

Email us your queries, concerns and ideas or to sign up to our newsletter:  
brooklynresidentswellington@gmail.com

Monthly update on issues 
and projects involving our 

community

It feels as if we have only just had the schools 
re-open after the lockdown, and it’s time 
for school holidays already.  There are also 
extra teacher only days this year as part of the 
Ministry’s agreement that was reached last year.  
Brooklyn School has a total of four of these 
days coming up in the next two terms, as they 
were unable to have the original scheduled 
dates due to the lock down. 

A casualty of the lock down has been “Harold” 
and the Life Education visits.  This great 
service, which regularly visits schools, relies on 
grant funding but unfortunately will not be 
receiving any this year due to Covid-19.  Visits 
for the rest of the year have therefore been 
cancelled until funding resumes. 

The mobile dental van has also been 
impacted by the lock down.  St Bernard’s 
were scheduled for a visit but have had it 
cancelled due to a re-prioritising of visits to 
those schools with children most likely to be 
suffering dental issues. 

Ridgway School are in the process of putting 
in school zoning.  Details should be on their 
website soon.  A generous grant from the 
Vogelmorn Foundation was received this term 
for their Resilience and Recovery programme. 
This has been put towards new PE gear and art 
supplies as part of the school’s wellbeing focus. 

Over at Brooklyn School fruit trees have been 
planted, with more to come.  These include 
feijoa, apple, mandarin and lemon – a fruit 
salad delight.  The school cross country was 
held at Prince of Wales Park in June, just in 
time before it closes for three years as part of 
the Omāroro Reservoir project. 

Term 3 begins on 20 July for all our schools. 

Julie Seevens

SCHOOL NEWS

Katie Underwood
THE QUIET ACHIEVER

“Would you 
like to know 

how much your 
house is worth? 

It would be 
my pleasure to 
offer you a free 

appraisal.

”
Contact me on:
m: 027 248 2061

t:   04 894 3717

e: katie.underwood
@raywhite.com
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M
ON

DA
Y

PILATES
Contact Liz Birkett on 027 503 0211 or 
lizbirkett.yoga.pilates@gmail.com 9 AM

During school terms. Contact 
Margaret 389 3028 or email 
marrexj@gmail.com

6 - 7:30 PM BROWNIES

TU
ES

DA
Y TABLE 

TENNIS

Open to all ages and ability. Tables, bats 
and balls provided. Inquiries Philip on  
934 7445 or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com.9 AM - 12 PM

During school terms. Carol 0274 321 204 
or Email: carol.bewley@stjohn.org.nz6:30 PM - 8 PM ST JOHN 

CADETS

W
ED

NE
SD

AY

PORSE 
PLAYSCHOOL

During school terms. 
Contact Maria Byrne on (04) 233 
0494 or email: maria.byrne@porse.co.nz9 - 11:30 AM

FAMILY FIT 
KARATE

Beginners Karate (5+ years). Contact 
Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.5:30 - 6:15 PM

GET FIT FAST Cardio & Core strength workout (12+ years). 
Contact Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.7:30 - 8:30 PM

TABLE 
TENNIS

Open to all ages and ability. Tables, bats 
and balls provided. Inquiries Philip on  
934 7445 or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com.8 PM 

Phone Adam Hendry 385 0089 or 
childcare@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

CHILDCARE 
PROGRAMMES

BEFORE SCHOOL 
AFTER SCHOOL

HOLIDAYW
EE

KD
AY

S

CRAFTY 
CONNECTIONS

Fortnightly crafters social group.  Contact 
Louise email: louisebrockway.nz@gmail.com10 AM  - 1 PM

TH
UR

SD
AY

GET FIT FAST Cardio & Core strength workout (12+ years). 
Contact Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.6:30 - 7:00 PM

TH
UR

SD
AY Fierce Tiger Tai Chi Chuan School. 

Beginners welcome. Contact Ferne 
McKenzie on 389 1433  
or ferne.david@xtra.co.nz

6:30 - 7:30 PM TAI CHI

FR
ID

AY

PILATES Contact Liz Birkett on 027 503 0211 or 
lizbirkett.yoga.pilates@gmail.com 9 & 10 AM

Connecting with Spanish speaking 
children. Email Maribel  
at tierralanguage@gmail.com

5:30 - 6:30 PM
TIERRA SPANISH 
LANGUAGE CLUB

SA
TU

RD
AY

DANCE 
CLASSES FOR 
CHILDREN

Pre-school fun class 3 - 4 years  
9am to 9:30am. Ballet & Jazz class  
5 - 8 years 9:30am to 10am.  
Email: info@db4dance.co.nz  
or view online at www.db4dance.co.nz

9 - 10 AM

All levels welcome. $5 drop in. BYO mat. 
Email: jetbluenz5@gmail.com. See Jenn’s 
updates on Facebook at ‘Blue Ocean Yoga’.

10:30 AM VINYASA 
YOGA

Brooklyn Market  26 September 2020 
from 12pm to 4pm.  Contact 384 6799 or  
market@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

12 - 4 PM QUARTERLY 
MARKETS

SU
ND

AY
EKKAALLAM 
CHURCH

Tamil Christian worship and service. 
Contact Robert tec.wgtn@gmail.com 
or 027 858 991610 AM - 12 PM

Preschool Karate (4-5 years) 4:30-5 
pm or Beginners Karate (5+ years) 
4:30 - 5:15 pm. Contact Sensei 
Patricia 027 297 6049.

4:30 - 5:15 PM FAMILY FIT 
KARATE

Cardio & Core strength workout (12+ years). 
Contact Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.6:45 - 7:15 PM GET FIT FAST

To book Brooklyn Community Centre for classes, groups or events contact  
Euan Harris on 384 6799 or coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

LA LECHE       
LEAGUE   

Meets last Friday of month for 
coffee and breastfeeding and 
parenting talks. Contact  
wellington@lalecheleague.org.nz

10 AM

11 AM - 2 PM FRIDAY 
CIRCLE

Seniors Social Group, meets weekly 
for light lunch and activities. Contact 
Euan Harris, details at bottom of page

BROOKLYN COMMUNITY CENTRE
18 Harrison Street

what’s on at your



CPW has had a record number of 
adoptions since opening up again for 
adoptions at Level 2. More than 20 
cats have been swept off to wonderful 
new homes, and our shelter is filling 
up again with new personalities 
looking for their next family. 

POST-COVID 
ADOPTION RUSH

One such cat is Zelda, who’s our 
youngest new resident at 11 months.  

HUHA cared for her after she was 
abandoned with her five kittens. 
After weaning them, she came to us 
for a quiet environment until she 
finds the right home. Once she’s 
comfortable with you, Zelda has a big 
purr for a tiny cat, and she’s as cute 
as a button. 

If you’re interested in meeting Zelda, 
or any of our other cats, call our 
shelter to make an appointment at 
the weekend. 

You can also visit 
catsprotectionwellington.org.nz to 
see which cats are available, and 
follow us on Facebook/cpwgtn to see 
daily pictures and videos of cats in 
our shelter.

This month Euan Harris talks to Reverend 
Scottie Reeve, Anglican priest, social 
entrepreneur, and community worker 

Scottie Reeve moved into the flat above the 
former Galleria Antiques shop with his wife 
Anna earlier this year, after the Anglican Church 
bought the building. Passers-by will have 
noticed scaffolding surrounding the walls as the 
old Galleria on the Todman Street corner gets 
a makeover. There is lots going on, including 
a shared co-working space; community 
meeting room; and a chapel for reflection 
and meditation. Even the garage outside is 
being put to good use by Rowan Saker from 
Global Woodwork, with his amazing furniture 
creations. This type of space is a new way of 
working and engaging with the community for 
the Anglican Church. 

Scottie was born in Wellington and grew up in 
Tawa. At around the age of seven his parents 
bought the iconic Bucket Tree Lodge Motor 
Inn which they still run to this day. Scottie was 
educated at nearby Redwood School and then 
Tawa College before heading off to Victoria 
University. While studying he was asked to 
volunteer at Zeal Education Trust, eventually 
becoming a paid youth worker and then 
regional manager.  He is also a keen writer, 
having won the 2017 Ashton Wylie Charitable 
Trust award for his book 21-Elephants. At 
the start of 2015 Scottie joined the Blueprint 
Church as a leader of young adults. During his 
time at Blueprint Scottie became an ordained 
priest as he realised that the role he was already 
playing in his community was that of a priest 
and he felt a strong sense of calling from God.  

Blueprint Church were looking for a larger 

OUT & ABOUT IN 
BROOKLYN 

network to belong to, and as Scottie was 
good friends with Bishop Justin Duckworth, 
a partnership with the Anglican Diocese of 
Wellington seemed a natural fit. Scottie says 
that Justin is very progressive and recognises 
the way the Church engages with its 
neighbourhood has to change to a different 
model, hence the decision to buy the former 
Galleria building to create a combined 
community co-working and reflection space. 
Scottie was keen to come and work as a priest 
in the Brooklyn neighbourhood as he has a 
connection through his grandparents who 
lived on the Ridgeway. He says Brooklyn 
people are easy to get to know and have 
been really welcoming. Locals have a vested 
interest in the building and often stop to ask 
about the renovations. 

It was great to meet and talk with Scottie. He is 
very enthusiastic about his new role in Brooklyn 
and is looking forward to meeting more people 
and developing the use of the ground level as a 
community space for meetings, gallery exhibitions, 
music performances, pop up shops and a second 
hand boutique. The Brooklyn Co-Workers space is 
up and running and the chapel is also on the same 
level, with services held on Sundays from 9:30am 
after coffee and bagels at 9:15. 

To get in touch, contact Scottie via 
email: scottie.reeve@gmail.com or on 
027 249 2627.
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UPDATE

For more details on any of the events 
below, please visit our website.  

Vogelmorn Bowling Club Events 

Wim Hof Method Workshop 19 July 9am 
- 12.30pm You will be guided through a 
unique health and performance workshop. 
We will explore the fundamentals of the 
Wim Hof Method plus share health and 
performance tips and tools. To book or find 
our more email info@elementhealth.co.nz  

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/
elementhealthnewzealand/353511/. 

Inclusive Aotearoa Collective Tāhono 
Hui 11 July 2pm - 5pm “A country 
where everyone has a place to belong.” 
The freedom to thrive, to be included, 
appreciated as an individual, and embraced 
as a valued member of New Zealand society.  

To book: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
inclusive-aotearoa-collective-tahono-
hui-te-whanganui-a-tara-wellington-
tickets-108645567818 

Ottolenghi and the Palestinian Table  
11 August, 6:30pm - 8:30pm Hands-
on cooking class making easy-to-follow 
vegetarian recipes from recent popular 
Middle Eastern cookbooks. Authentic and 

VOGELMORN 
PRECINCT

vogelmornbc@gmail.com
https://vogelmorn.nz/

delicious Middle Eastern home cooking! 
We’ll make a FEAST of 10 dishes to share. 
Wendy, your chef, supplies all the vegetables 
from her organic Wellington vegie garden. 
She’ll also bring a few extra treats for you to 
sample! When you’ve finished cooking we 
will all sit down for a relaxed feast together. 
To book: https://www.savour.org.nz/shop/
product/417847/Ottolenghi-and-the-
Palestinian-Table-11-August-2020/ 

Vogelmorn Hall Events 

Sessions Gig (Newtown Rocksteady)  11 
July 4pm - 7pm After the rip-roaring success 
of our first Vogelmorn Sessions event, Friends 
of Vogelmorn are thrilled to invite you all back 
to the Vogelmorn Hall for another round! 
This time be sure to bring your dancing shoes 
for one of Wellington’s biggest, best-loved, 
longest-running and grooviest vintage reggae 
bands: Newtown Rocksteady. At the family-
friendly time of 4-7pm you’re encouraged 
to bring the kids, enjoy some delicious food 
from Damascus Cafe and boogie away the 
early evening. Keep an eye on the ‘Friends of 
Vogelmorn’ Facebook page or vogelmorn.nz 
for more details and to book your tickets. 

Karate Holiday Programme 7 July  
8.30am -  5.30pm Improve your flexibility, 
strength and mental focus! $65 each or $110 
for two kids. Contact Sensei Patricia at  
www.familyfitkarate.co.nz or 027 297 6049. 

Vogelmorn’s Best Coffee The Vogelmorn 
Community Group are firing up their 
coffee machine with an exciting new 
community cafe model.  We’ll be operating 
a simple service with the option of a 
pay-in-advance loyalty system that means 
you get GREAT COFFEE for a GREAT 
PRICE, and a chance to connect with your 
neighbours. Keep an eye on our website for 
more details, or pop into the club from 20 
July, and get caffeinated Vogelmorn-style.

14  JULY 2020 BROOKLYN TATTLER

UPDATE

BROOKLYN TATTLER JULY 2020  15 

In April, on the evening of Anzac Day, 
our friend and co-worker Sue Thawley 
passed away after a short illness. Sue 
will be sadly missed by her family but 
also by the many people she touched in 
Brooklyn - the garden club, yoga class, 
shop assistants, residents of Charlotte 
Ave - she was interested in and engaged 
with everybody. Sue loved all living 
things - plants, people, cats, the spiders 
and wetas that occasionally popped 
up in our shade house; even the snails 
were treated with respect. Sue had been 
an integral part of friends of Owhiro 
Stream since its inception. She was my 
faithful and entertaining companion 
every Wednesday morning at the shade 
house, providing local news and advice, 
and was someone everybody looked 
forward to seeing at our working bees 
- particularly after she took it upon 
herself to be a “domestic goddess” and 
provide baking for morning tea!

She was warm hearted and generous, 
and loved giving presents she thought 

would be appreciated; a cake of special 
chocolate and a card to say “thank you’; 
the first peony flower from her bush, 
always beautifully tied and presented.

Although she loved nature, she did 
like things pruned, weeded and 
tidy; mess and litter distressed her, 
especially in her domain, which 
included most of Brooklyn. She 
frequently rang the Council about 
blocked drains, weedy gardens, 
and street lights that didn’t work 
She was a poster girl for Every 
Litter Bit Counts (which could be 
embarrassing), and used to say “I’ll 
be known as that funny lady who 
picks up rubbish’. Not, you will note, 
that funny old lady - “old” and “age” 
were two words she refused to have in 
her vocabulary. So Sue, we wish you 
well wherever you are, and now you 
will never have to be “old”.

Janet Campbell

for Friends of Owhiro Stream

OWHIRO STREAM
friends of



By the time this edition of the 
Brooklyn Tattler is published, our 
Management Committee will have met 
for the first time since early March. 
Our most pressing task is to inform 
our membership of the legal advice 
we obtained earlier this year and 
consider the best way to structure our 
organisation in order to distribute funds 
in the local community. 

Due to Covid-19, we have had to defer 
two General Meetings and our AGM. 
After our committee meeting in late June 
we should be in a position to announce 
the rescheduled dates for these meetings. 
Members will be informed of these dates 
by letter. Keep a look out for these dates 
in the August Tattler. 

As I write this, New Zealand is 
recognising National Volunteer 
Week and celebrating the collective 
contribution of all volunteers who 
work together to enrich Aotearoa New 
Zealand. A big shout out to all those 
who have been involved with The BRC 
Society Inc. and other organisations 
and groups in Brooklyn. Your help and 
support makes so much difference in 
our community. 

The BRC Society Inc.

brooklynresourcecentre@gmail.com
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Every month for 30 years the 
Brooklyn Tattler has kept us 
informed of events in Brooklyn. 
Over this time, the Tattler has 
also become a reservoir of our 
collective memory. A brief fl ick 
through the snippets for Upstream 
Friends reveals details about 
planting activities, pests, art trails, 
new structures and, perhaps most 
importantly, the huge contribution 
of people from all parts of the 
community to keeping the park 
beautiful.  

In this issue, we salute the people, 
past and present, who deliver the 
Tattler to us every month. Thank 

you for connecting our community 
and for bridging our past and our 
present. And we salute the hard 
graft, generosity and joy that so 
many people have brought to 
Central Park over the years. Long 
may it continue.  

For the record, this month we’re 
been planting Libertia and New 
Zealand Broom. The latter is 
becoming rare. It’s easy to miss 
in its juvenile form, sporting a 
collection of stems that look like 
they’re about to transform into a 
twiggy cartoon character and run 
away. 

If you’re keen for a bit of graft in 
the garden, join Upstream Friends 
of Central Park for our next 
working bees. Details below. 

Next working bees 

Thursday 9 July 10.00 – 12.00 
(and every second Thursday of the 
month) 

Meet at the playground. 

Sunday 26 July 10.00 – 12.30 
Meeting place to be advised. 

Then the last Sunday of every 
month. 

Check https://www.meetup.com/
upstream/ for confirmation of 
meeting place. 

Facebook https://www.facebook.
com/UpstreamArtTrail/ 

Contact Lynne at all .whites@xtra.
co.nz  Everyone welcome!  

CENTRAL PARK
friends of

A

P

E

W

Visit us at
www.tvf.org.nz

The Vogelmorn Foundation has 
commenced distributing funds to 

local organisations and individuals. 

PO Box 14-330, Kilbirnie
Wellington, 6022

admin@tvf.org.nz

For more information or to apply for 
funding please visit our website. 

Applications MUST be made online.
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COMMUNITY GROUPS

BROOKLYN BROWNIES, 
GUIDES AND PIPPINS
brooklyn.brownies@gmail.com
Pippins
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049
Brownies
Margaret Jones 389 3028
Brooklyn Guides
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049

BROOKLYN FOOD GROUP 
Local food and  
community. Working 
bees held on the 1st & 3rd 
Sundays of the month from 
3 - 5pm at the Brooklyn 
Orchard, end of Harrison St.  
thebrooklynfoodgroup@
gmail.com or
www.facebook.com/
BrooklynFoodGroupNZ

BROOKLYN GARDEN CLUB 
Meets 1st Wednesday 
7:30pm from March to 
October at St Matthew’s 
Church. New members 
and visitors welcome. 
Contact Ruth Jeffery on 
027 430 0964 or email: 
ruthjeffery2@gmail.com

BROOKLYN GECKOS 
HOCKEY FOR KIDS
Years 1-6 and new 
entrants. Fridays 
4-5:15pm at the Brooklyn 
Bowling Club astro turf 
at Tanera Park,  
8 Tanera Crescent. 
Just turn up on 
practice day http://
brooklyngeckoshockey.
weebly.com. Come and 
join us for free summer 
hockey training.

 

BROOKLYN LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP 
Next meeting 2pm 
Saturday 1st August at 
Brooklyn Library. Contact 
Sharon Macintyre  
027 634 4455 or 388 8088 
sharonmacintyre42@gmail. 
com or Chris Rabey 384 
9293 ships.pubs@gmail. 
com for more information
BROOKLYN MAINLY MUSIC 
Fun affordable 30 minutes, 
for parents or care givers 
to enjoy with their pre-
schooler(s). Morning Tea 
provided.  
Wellington Reformed 
Church 34 Harrison St. 
Rachel 022 407 9652

BROOKLYN NORTHERN UNITED
JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
Email enquiries to info@
bnujfc.co.nz or visit us 
online at www.sporty.co.nz/ 
brooklynnujfc

BROOKLYN PLAYGROUP
Fun group for parents & 
caregivers with preschool 
children. Meets Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 9:30-11:30am 
during the school term at the 
Korean Church - 184 Ohiro 
Road. Turn up on the day.

BROOKLYN SCOUTS
Scout Hall, Harrison St.
Scouting is for boys and 
girls who love adventure. 
Keas 5-7 yrs, Cubs 7-11yrs, 
Scouts 11-14yrs, Venturers 
14-18yrs. Contact Gillian 
Boyes 972 9904 or 
gillianmay68@gmail.com

BROOKLYN SMALLBORE 
RIFLE CLUB Ages 14+ 
Sundays 6.30pm-8pm mid-
March to early October at 
the Royal Tiger Range, 131 
Russell Terrace, Newtown. 
To join contact Dianne 
Grain on 0274 449 641
d.grain@xtra.co.nz
www.bsrc.org.nz

BROOKLYN TABLE TENNIS 
9am-12pm Tuesdays and 
8pm Wednesdays at 
Brooklyn Community 
Centre. We welcome new 
members of all ages and 
ability. Tables, bats and 
balls provided. Phone 
Philip on 934 7445.

BROOKLYN TOY LIBRARY
UPDATE
The Toy Library is  
currently closed while we 
seek new premises and 
hope to re-open later this 
year. We have been part of 
the Brooklyn Community 
for over 30 years and have 
a wide range of toys for 
children aged 0-7 years 
available to hire. Find us 
on Facebook or email: 
brooklyntoylibrary@
hotmail.com

BROOKLYN WALKERS
Meet Monday mornings 
(except public holidays) 
outside Brooklyn Library. 
Phone Susannah 384 
7412 or Clare 384 9054. 
8 July – Bell Rd, Nairn 
St Park, Hankey St, High 
School, Basin Reserve to 
Ellis St. 

COMMUNITY GROUPS

13 July – Waikanae Beach. 
Catch 8:33am No.7 bus to 
connect with 9:13am train. 

20 July – Orangi Kaupapa 
Rd. Catch 9:14am No.7 bus, 
then 9:57am No.22 bus. 

27 July – Walk Brooklyn 
to Wallace St. then catch 
9:36am No.3 bus to 
Kilbirnie. 

BROOKLYN JUNIOR CRICKET 
CLUB At the old Wellington 
Bowling Club, Tanera 
Crescent, Brooklyn. More 
details online at  
www.bjcc.co.nz

FRIENDS OF OWHIRO 
STREAM Working bees 
on the second Saturday 
of the month 10am-
12:30pm. Contact 
Martin on 389 8995 or 
email: owhirostream@
gmail.com 

PREDATOR FREE BROOKLYN 
Hello Kaka, goodbye 
rats! We’re looking for 
volunteers to host traps 
on their properties. If 
you’d like to help email 
predatorfreebrooklyn@
gmail.com

RATA PLAYGROUP Calm 
and nurturing place for 
babies and toddlers 0-3 
years to explore, learn and 
socialise with a parent or 
family member. Morning 
sessions available at Capital 
Montessori, Camrose Grove, 
Kingston.  
montessori.school.nz/playgroup 

or email  
rata@montessori.school.nz

THE KUNG FU SCHOOL  
Learn Shaolin Kung Fu for 
self defense and functional 
fitness. Wellington Swords 
Club Building, 2 Tanera 
Crescent, Brooklyn. 
Contact Rob Young on 021 
408 521 or  
wellington@shaolinkungfu.co.nz  
www.shaolinkungfu.co.nz 

ST JOHN PENGUIN AND 
YOUTH DIVISION 
Penguin Program 6-8 yrs.
Karen 389 4060
Youth Division 8-18 yrs.
Carol 0274 321 204
www.stjohn.org.nz

TURBINE TALKERS 
TOASTMASTERS CLUB 
Your local chapter of 
Toastmasters International. 
Tuesdays 7:15pm-9:15pm 
fortnightly in  
St Matthew’s Church lounge.  
John 029 771 3171,  
Sylvie 022 197 3610  
turbine@toastmasters.org.nz 
http://6879.toastmastersclubs.org

UPSTREAM – FRIENDS OF 
CENTRAL PARK Working 
Bees from 10am-12:30pm 
on the last Sunday of the 
month. Contact Lynne 
White at all.whites@xtra.
co.nz Come along for great 
conversations, meet new 
people, delicious morning 
tea and contribute to the 
care of Central Park. We also 
have a working bee from 
10am-12pm on the second 

Thursday of the month. 
Contact Celia Murphy at 
celia.r.murphy@gmail.com

SCRABBLE WELLINGTON 
Club nights every 
Wednesday from 7pm in 
the cafe area upstairs at the  
former Vogelmorn Bowling 
Club, 93 Mornington Road. 
All abilities welcome! First 
night free, otherwise $5/
night. Contact Nick Ascroft 
for more information. Email: 
nick_ascroft@hotmail.com 
or phone/text 022 675 1399.

VOGELMORN TENNIS CLUB 
Welcomes players of  
all ages and abilities. Join  
our social, family-friendly 
club. Club days, competitive 
play, professional coaching.

vogelmorntennisclub.com
call in, or email  
secretary1vtc@gmail.com  

WELLINGTON SWORDS 
CLUB By the Tanera 
Park bowling greens off 
Tanera Crescent. Contact 
Vicci Lamb - Head 
Coach. Phone 970 7496 
or email: bishop.lamb@
pistingaround.com

EVERY GIRLS’ & BOYS’ 
RALLY Thursdays during 
school terms from 7pm-
8:30pm at Ridgeway 
Christian Youth Centre, 117 
The Ridgeway, Mornington 
for ages 8 - 12. Contact  
Evan Tyler 027 274 2631 or
evanandrebecca@gmail.com
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