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common areas, as well as asking everyone 
to continue to sign in and sanitise when 
they come into the centre.  Groups that 
run from the centre are all aware of the 
requirements so if you have any queries 
regarding any of them, please contact the 
relevant people as listed on our “What’s 
On” pages in the centre of the Tattler. 

Childcare 
The January school holiday programme 
was a huge success, aided by the great 
weather we have been having.  Lots of 
fun was had both here at the centre and 
on trip days. Unfortunately, we had to 
cancel our trout fishing trip but Scott 
and the team at Laserforce came to our 
rescue. Huge thanks to them, they always 
ensure the kids have a great time, and 
their generosity is awesome.   Adam 
and the team are ready now for the 
start of a new school year and are here 
for those of you who need before and/
or after school care for your children.  
Please contact Adam at childcare@
brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz for 
further details and to enrol. 

Playground 
The playground at the Community 
Centre is due for an upgrade and has 
been flagged for renewal by WCC in 
this year’s budget.  Plans have been 
finalised and we are now waiting to hear 
when work will commence.  We have 
been told it will take approximately six 
weeks, during which time it is unlikely 
there will be any parking availability in 
the carpark.  We have, however, advised 
WCC that we require drive up access 
to the door for our seniors who attend 
the Friday Circle social group and any 
other people who are unable to walk long 
distances. 

Hello and Happy New Year.  We hope 
you have had a relaxing start to 2022 
and have been able to enjoy some of the 
stunning weather Wellington has had 
to offer over the holiday period.  This 
is the first Tattler for the year, be sure 
to check your letterboxes next month 
for the first of our twice-yearly home 
delivered editions.  We are always on 
the lookout for interesting articles and 
photos to put in the Tattler so if you 
know of someone or something that 
deserves a mention, or you have an 
amazing photo of the greater Brooklyn 
area you think readers would like to 
see, please email them into us here at 
tattler@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz. 

Red Traffic Light 
Another year, another Covid variant.  
This time it’s Omicron and we are now in 
the Red setting of the Traffic Light Covid 
Protection Framework.  In line with 
advice from Wellington City Council, 
we have been a vaccine mandated centre 
since December which means we do need 
to sight vaccine passes for everyone aged 
twelve years three months and above 
entering the centre (excluding children 
attending our Childcare programmes).  
In terms of being in Red, we are able to 
operate pretty much as usual, and are 
continuing to keep stringent cleaning 
practices in place, social distancing where 
required, and encouraging mask use in 
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from the Friday Circle 
For the past few weeks while the holiday 
programme was running, our seniors 
have been meeting with Euan at local 
cafes for a cuppa and a catch-up.  From 
Friday 4 February they are back at the 
centre from 11am to 2pm.  This is a very 
relaxed, welcoming group who are always 
eager to meet new people so if you, or 
someone you know, may be interested 
in coming along to check it out, we 
would love to see you.  Call Euan on 
384 6799 or email him at coordinator@
brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz to find 
out more. 

Staying Safe Driving Course 
A free classroom-based refresher course 
for senior drivers is being offered at 
the Brooklyn Community Centre on 
Thursday 17 February from 10am to 
2pm in association with Age Concern 
Wellington. Improve your driving skills 
and feel more confident on the road. 
Topics to be discussed include updated 
road rules, how age affects driving 
ability, and how to adapt your driving 
technique for today’s busy roads. Course 
includes a free light lunch. Vaccine pass 
required. For more information and to 
register call Age Concern Wellington on 
499 6646 or email:  
adminassistant@acwellington.org.nz   

Market 
We are hoping to be able to run our 
market, scheduled for Saturday 19 
March, under the Red framework but 
will know more next month once we’ve 
investigated further.  The March Tattler 
will have further details.  

Have a great month 

Julie and Euan
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March 2022 copy due no later than 
5pm Tuesday 22 February
Email your contribution to
tattler@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Brooklyn Tattler is published by the 
Brooklyn Community Association Inc.  
18 Harrison Street, Brooklyn. Association 
members accept no liability for the 
contents which have been prepared in 
good faith. Printed by Pivotal.

This month’s photo is of Brooklyn 
After School Care children with 
artwork they collaborated on for 
the Community Centre.   
Photo credit: Euan Harris 



CONTACT US
Hall Hire and General Enquiries: 
coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Childcare Programmes:  
childcare@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Accounts:  
accounts@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Manager:  
manager@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Tattler:  
tattler@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Market:  
market@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Main Office:  04 384 6799

Childcare Office: 04 385 0089

Monthly update on issues 
and projects involving our 

community

NEXT MEETING – Tuesday 8 February 2022 at 7.30pm 
Brooklyn Community Centre, 18 Harrison Street - Come and have your say

Any Local Issues? Let us know if there’s local topics you’d like to see addressed – 
e.g., infrastructure improvements (road crossings, speed bumps, 
footpaths, etc) – from projects to long term plans.  We are here for 
our local residents. 

GBRAI Meeting 
Schedule 

Upcoming meetings to put in your diary – come and discuss local 
issues! Meetings on: 8 February, 29 March, 17 May, 21 June (AGM) 

Street Light Outages If you notice a street light is out, you can report it to WCC by phone, 
website, or on their FIXiT app on your phone. More info at: https://
wellington.govt.nz/report-a-problem/street-light-outages 

WCC and Private 
Landfills 

WCC landfill (Southern Landfill) Resource consent extension discussions will 
commence early 2022. GBRAI & community input will be sought. 

Cleveland/Todman 
Ohiro Intersection 

WCC have advised that work is planned to be done in March 2022. 

WCC Draft District Plan  Initial submissions on the Draft District Plan, which proposes 
significant changes to what is allowed to be built in Wellington, 
closed in December. A council report on the feedback is due in 
March, with further consultation mid-year. 

Community Civil 
Defence Container 

GBRAI are working through detail for this project, including foundations 
to support the container, and recent cost escalations for building materials, 
including significant cost increase for containers. A work in progress. 

Prince of Wales / 
Omāroro Reservoir

360-degree drone photos: https://roundme.com/tour/648421/
view/2210914 Project Information www.wellingtonwater.co.nz/
omaroro/ And a link to where (some of) the clay has been going! https://
www.wellingtonwater.co.nz/omaroro/news/new-bike-pump-track/

Let’s Get Welly Moving 
(LGWM)

Consultation has closed for LGWM and the four major transport 
infrastructure options they have tabled. A report is due in the next few 
months. Keep an eye on their website for next steps. https://hello.lgwm.nz/ 

Bike Network Plan WCC has consulted on the draft plan - to consider overall network 
of routes, together with community feedback, in March 2022. See: 
https://www.transportprojects.org.nz/current/bikenetwork/ 

Email us your ideas, queries or concerns, or to sign up to our newsletter at:  
brooklynresidentswellington@gmail.com
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UPDATE

Omicron is starting to spread in the 
community now and it is likely only a 
matter of time before we are impacted 
here in Brooklyn.  For the most part, 
Omicron appears to be a very mild 
illness with small risk of needing 
hospitalisation from it.  Sometimes, 
the information from the media can 
be overwhelming, so if you are feeling 
anxious, perhaps take a break from the 
Covid reporting.  Remember, it is not 
the number of cases that is important, 
it’s the number of cases in hospitals 
(many which are actually in hospital 
for other issues and happened to test 
positive whilst there). The biggest 
impact of Omicron is likely to be the 

necessity of self-isolating – up to 24 
days at a time if a household member 
becomes positive.  The following 
websites give valuable information on 
preparing for Omicron and looking 
after yourself should you get it.  In the 
meantime, let’s keep supporting each 
other in our great suburb, and enjoying 
this glorious summer we are having. 

Preparing for Omicron  

https://www.rph.org.nz/public-health-
topics/vaccinate-greater-wellington/
prepare-for-covid-19/ 

For information on how to look after 
yourself if you get COVID as well as 
lots of other useful information 

https://www.healthnavigator.org.nz/
health-a-z/c/covid-19/

PREPARING FOR 
OMICRON



Here at Sustainability Trust, we’ve 
been in the business of warming 
up kiwi homes for 20 years. We’re 
on a mission to make Wellington 
homes warmer and drier, reducing 
the chances of health-related issues 
attributed to poor housing. 

Fancy some advice from our Home 
Energy Experts? All homeowners and 
tenants in Brooklyn are eligible for 
a FREE home energy assessment. 
Discover how to make your home 
warmer, healthier, and more energy-
efficient by booking at sustaintrust.
org.nz/home-energy-assessments or 
calling 04 385 0500. 

Here are our top tips for a healthy 
home: 

1. Trim back trees/vegetation and let 
the sunshine in. Papatūānuku is a free 
source of heat for your home.   

2. Insulate your home, starting with 
your ceiling and underfloor. These are 
the two easiest and cost-effective areas 
to begin insulating your home. We 
recommend having it professionally 
checked every five years as it can settle 
over time.   

3. Check your windows - Reduce 
heat loss through glazing, draught 
protection, using a window film kit, 
and floor-length double layer curtains 
or honeycomb blinds. The idea is to 
trap air between two layers of material 
to slow heat loss.   

4. Heat the home. The World Health 
Organisation recommends that living 
areas should be heated to 18°C and 
bedrooms should be 16°C. Look 
for energy-efficient heating that 
is affordable to run such as heat 
pumps which (on average) turn $1 
of electricity into $4 of heat.  Note 
- the kiwi mentality of wrapping up 
and toughing it out might make you 
warmer but you’ll still be breathing in 
cold damp air which isn’t healthy. 

5. Ventilate the home for 30 minutes 
a day. Do 15 minutes in the morning 
(after showers) and 15 minutes in 
the evening (after cooking). This 
will replace the damp air created by 
breathing/cooking/showering with 
fresh air from outside. Note: It requires 
less energy to heat cold, dry air than it 
does to heat warm, damp air.    

If you want to reduce your power 
bills, we can come to your home 
and advise on practical solutions 
to improve your home comfort and 
energy performance. Book your FREE 
assessment now!

PRESTIGIOUS 
TEACHING 
AWARDS FOR 
BROOKLYN 
RESIDENT

On 7 December, Te Aro’s Moriah View kindy 
teacher and Brooklyn resident, Chandra 
Littlewood, was awarded the National Excellence 
in Teaching (NEiTA) Seed Award and Early 
Career Teachers’ Award. The Seed Award 
recognises the efforts of pre-school teachers, and 
early childhood educators, who lay the foundations 
for lifelong practice and enjoyment of learning. 
Chandra came through as a clear winner primarily 
because of the terrific enviro work she has been 
doing with the tamariki.    

Chandra was announced as the recipient of the 
awards in an online ceremony hosted by Minister 
of Education Hon. Chris Hipkins. She is one of 
five Award recipients but the only one to receive 
the Early Career Teachers’ Award.  The Awards are 

traditionally hosted by the Minister in the Grand 
Hall, Parliament Buildings.  

Her parent nominator said, “Chandra has worked 
tirelessly and lovingly to earn the Enviroschool 
silver award for Moriah, but more than that is the 
long-lasting effect she has had on the children and 
their views and actions. One of Moriah’s graduates 
is in election to be her primary school’s Enviro 
Minister. In her speech she mentioned how it was 
Chandra that started her on this journey.”  

Chandra’s nominator said she has led the 
teachers, children and their whānau on a 
journey towards more sustainable living with a 
respect for our environment.  

 The Early Career Teaching Award is a special 
award which recognises the achievement of 
someone who has been teaching for less than 
five years. It is given to those who manage to 
incorporate advanced strategies to meet the 
learning needs of their students. 

In acknowledging Chandra’s Early Career 
Teaching Award, the judges highlighted the value 
to the profession of bringing in mature people with 
skills, life experience and a passion for teaching.  
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SUSTAINABILITY TRUST

FIVE TIPS FOR A 
HEALTHIER HOME
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The BRC Charitable Trust has two funding 
cycles each year (one in March and the other 
in September to coincide with the Brooklyn 
Tattler delivery to all households) and will be 
advertised through this column and local com-
munity notice boards. 

Opening Date for Applications       Closing Date for Applications   Trust Board meets
1 March 31 March April
1 September 30 September October

Last year The BRC Charitable Trust 
distributed grants to local preschools, primary 
schools, sports clubs and various other groups 
that meet in the community. 

Any not-for-profit community organisation, 
group or incorporated charity that provides 
an activity, programme or service for the 
benefit of people in the wider Brooklyn area 
can apply (with a maximum funding of 
$5000 for each project).  

If your group or organisation has a project or 
activity in mind, now is the time to plan and 
organise quotes before applications open at the 
beginning of March. Details on how to apply 
for a grant from The BRC Charitable Trust 
will be published in next month’s column. 

The BRC Charitable Trust

brooklynresourcecentre@gmail.com

Katie Underwood
THE QUIET ACHIEVER

“Would you 
like to know 

how much your 
house is worth? 

It would be 
my pleasure to 
offer you a free 

appraisal.

”
Contact me on:
m: 027 248 2061

t:   04 894 3717

e: katie.underwood
@raywhite.com
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CHRISTMAS 
DURING THE 
1960s IN 
BROOKLYN
Christmas has been and gone for another 
year, but Chris Rabey keeps the festive 
season alive with his story of Christmas in 
Brooklyn during the 1960s. 

Christmas time in the 1960s in Brooklyn 
was always an event looked forward to by 
young and old. From 1961, contractors 
erected a  huge star on the lookout on 
Washington Avenue. This was on the first 
bank as you come up from Brooklyn Hill 
where the flats are now.  

The star was designed by J L Drysdale 
and erected by Up-Right Scaffold Ltd.  
It was erected every year right through 
the decade. Ron Hodson, who was 
President of the Brooklyn Businessmen’s 
Association, organised the star. He and 
his association also wanted telegraph 
poles in Cleveland Street to be decorated 
with pine branches, but this was rejected 
by Council, in favour of bunting strewn 
across the street between the poles.  

When Santa Claus arrived in the suburb, 
he was met at the Candy Store  in 
early December  by children who were 
given numbered paper hats and carried 
Chinese lanterns. They escorted Santa 
(who would usually be in a vintage car), 
through Brooklyn to the huge Christmas 
tree, which was in front of the Methodist 
Church  (situated adjacent to the 
present fire station ).  A band headed the 
procession and played Christmas music 

during the procession, then around the 
tree. These were usually the Salvation 
Army bandsmen. Besides the procession, 
Santa also did a drive-around in the old 
car so everybody could see him. A crib 
made by the Christian Youth Movement 
was placed beside the tree.  

The Candy Store was located at the top 
of Brooklyn Hill just south of Bretby 
Crescent, where the flats are now. It was 
a small grocery store, but had shelves 
with lots of different lollies to delight 
the local children. Sixpence (5 cents) 
would have bought children enough 
sweets to last a whole week! 

A week before Christmas the Community 
Centre hall was the venue for a monster 
Christmas party for all children 10 
years and under. It comprised ballet, 
puppet shows, music, lolly scrambles, 
games, etc. Santa Claus was once again 
in attendance, to present prizes for the 
best lanterns, lucky hats, etc. from the 
procession earlier that month.  

For the adults, the overall cost of the 
various December events was 130 pounds.  

Vogelmorn Hall was also used for 
Christmas parties for the grown-ups, and 
Council staff also used it for their parties.  

Chris Rabey

UPDATE
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M
ON

DA
Y PILATES Contact Faye Tohbyn on 022 054 2369 or 

fayetohbyn@gmail.com9 AM

Improve your movement, posture & 
breathing. Contact Toni McWhinnie on  
475 3355 or email temcwhinnie@gmail.com

10:30 - 11:30 AM FELDENKRAIS

TU
ES

DA
Y

During school terms. For details contact 
Ross Young on 021 264 0440 or email 
ross.young@stjohn.org.nz

6:30 - 8 PM ST JOHN 
CADETS

W
ED

NE
SD

AY

FAMILY FIT 
KARATE

Beginners Karate (5+ years). Contact 
Patricia Reilly on 027 297 6049 or 383 
9371. Email: preilly64@gmail.com 
Online: www.familyfitkarate.co.nz

5:30 - 6:15 PM

GET FIT FAST Cardio & Core strength workout (12+ years). 
Contact Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.     7:30 - 8 PM

Contact Adam Hendry, Childcare 
Programme Manager.  
Phone 385 0089 or email childcare@
brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz. 

CHILDCARE 
PROGRAMMES

BEFORE SCHOOL 
AFTER SCHOOL

HOLIDAYW
EE

KD
AY

S
BROOKLYN COMMUNITY CENTRE

18 Harrison Street

what’s on at your

FELDENKRAIS Contact Toni McWhinnie on 475 3355 
or email temcwhinnie@gmail.com10 - 11 AM

TABLE 
TENNIS

Open to all ages and ability. Tables, bats 
and balls provided. Contact Philip on 934 
7445 or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com

9 AM - 12 PM

Contact Margaret 389 3028  
or email marrexj@gmail.com6 - 7:30 PM BROWNIES

TH
UR

SD
AY

Contact Ferne on 389 1433 or email: 
ferne.david@xtra. co.nz

6:30 - 7:30 PM TAI CHI

FR
ID

AY PILATES Contact Faye Tohbyn on 022 054 
2369 or email: fayetohbyn@gmail.com9 & 10 AM

SA
TU

RD
AY

DANCE CLASSES  
FOR CHILDREN

 
Email: info@db4dance.co.nz  
or view online at www.db4dance.co.nz9 - 10 AM

All levels welcome. Koha. BYO mat. 
Email: jetbluenz5@gmail.com. See Jenn’s 
updates on Facebook at ‘Blue Ocean Yoga’.

10:30 AM VINYASA 
YOGA

Next Brooklyn Market on Saturday 
19 March from 12pm to 4pm. Email: 
market@brooklyncommunitycentre.
org.nz to book your stall.

12 - 4 PM QUARTERLY 
MARKETS

SU
ND

AY
EKKAALLAM 
CHURCH

Tamil Christian worship and service. 
Contact Robert tec.wgtn@gmail.com 
or 027 858 9916

10 AM - 12 PM

Contact Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.5:30 - 7:30 PM FAMILY FIT 
KARATE

To book Brooklyn Community Centre for classes, groups or events contact  
Euan Harris on 384 6799 or coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

11 AM - 2 PM FRIDAY 
CIRCLE

Seniors Social Group, meets weekly 
for light lunch and activities. Contact 
Euan Harris, details at bottom of page

KANGATRAINING
Post natal classes for new mums and their 
babies with Hannah Foley.  
Email hannah@kangatraining.co.nz

10  - 11:30 AM

KARATE Contact Patricia Reilly 027 297 6049. 
Email: preilly64@gmail.com

5 - 6:30 PM

CRAFT 
CONNECTIONS

Fortnightly crafters social group.  Contact 
Louise email: louisebrockway.nz@gmail.com

10 AM  - 12 PM

TABLE 
TENNIS

Inquiries Philip on 934 7445  
or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com.8 PM 

W
ED

NE
SD

AY



CENTRAL PARK
friends of

BIKING FOR 
FUNDS

UPDATE

12  FEBRUARY 2022 BROOKLYN TATTLER

Happy New Year from Upstream 
Friends of Central Park. 

One of the pleasures of helping out in 
Central Park is learning about plants. 
After a while, you can spot one of 
several types of weed at 50 paces. The 
downside is that this new skill comes 
with a pathological urge to remove 
the weeds. You see them everywhere. 
While on holiday, walking alongside 
the Kerikeri River between Rainbow 
Falls and the iconic Stone Store, 
it was hard to miss the infestation 
of Climbing Asparagus. So far in 
Central Park, we’ve managed to keep 
it under control. But in the far north, 
Climbing Asparagus carpeted some 
areas of the forest and had smothered 
small trees up to above head height. 
It’s golden berries and feathery limbs 
would have made a pretty picture if I 
hadn’t known it was a weed. Removing 
it would be completely daunting.  

It would be great to stop  the spread 
of Climbing Asparagus in Central 
Park before we too are overwhelmed. 
So, if you haven’t made a New Year’s 

resolution, consider helping out at 
Central Park. We have a full range of 
weed eradication and planting goals 
this year. See the working-bee details 
below. Bring your own mug and gloves.  

You can find out more about Climbing 
Asparagus at Weedbusters here (thanks 
for the photo Weedbusters!) 

https://www.weedbusters.org.nz/
what-are-weeds/weed-list/climbing-
asparagus/ 

Next working bees 

Sunday 27 February 10am – 12.30pm. 

Then the last Sunday of every month. 

Check https://www.meetup.com/
upstream/ for confirmation of meeting 
place.

LOCAL NEWS

BROOKLYN TATTLER FEBRUARY 2022   13 

Local resident Lynne White is off on 
another epic bike journey – this time to 
raise funds for Women’s Refuge. 

Kia Ora 

My name is Lynne White, I am a 68 year 
old biking 1,410km, the length of the 
South Island from Bluff to Picton, over 
a three week period starting 8 February 
2022, to raise funds for Wellington 
Women’s Refuge (WWR).   

It would be fantastic if you could support 
me and WWR, by donating here:  
https://givealittle.co.nz/fundraiser/on-yer-
bike-lynne-white 

I foreswore multi-day bike rides after 
biking the 1,060 kilometre Kōpiko Trail 

from East Cape Lighthouse to Cape 
Egmont Lighthouse in 2020.  That is, 
until my friend Anne Webster said she 
had a great idea, and within minutes I 
was hooked.  OK, so I may be gullible, 
but it did sound wonderful way back in 
August when I signed up for it.  It was 
easy to say, “Yes”, but now we have to 
train and prepare….    

In Aotearoa New Zealand, domestic 
violence takes place across all economic 
and social groups and all ethnicities.  
Whatever your circumstances, WWR will 
be prepared to help, providing support 
and advocacy for both women and 
children, either in a safe house or in the 
community.  Find out more about the 
work they do on their website https://www.
wellingtonwomensrefuge.co.nz/

Photo Credit: Warren White



THEN AND NOW
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THEN AND NOW

The top photo was taken in 1980 of the Ohiro Road/Cleveland Street building when it was a 
grocery store. Prior tenants have included Hodsons Drapery and one of three local butchers. This 
prominent Brooklyn corner site is now home to Vivo Hair Salon and modern apartment living.  

Top photo credit: Charles Fearnley, source; Wellington City Libraries Ref: 50003-150 

2022 photo credit: Euan Harris
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The top photo of the Brooklyn Library was taken in the early 1990s when the main entrance was 
still on the Harrison Street side. To improve accessibility, a door and ramp were eventually added to 
the Cleveland Street side and the original entrance was replaced with a plate glass window. It looks 
like car parking was as much in demand 30 years ago as it is today.  

Top photo credit: Derek Smith 

2022 photo credit: Euan Harris



I had a surprise email last week - a 
reminder that February’s Tattler article 
was due. How did that happen, we have 
only just had Christmas! However, here 
we are, not only in the new year, but the 
new year with Omicron, so we will be 
dealing with a “new normal” for some 
time to come. Luckily, Omicron will 
not put a stop to FOOS working bees, 
the first of which will be:

Saturday 12 February 10am - 12.30pm, 
meeting just south of Jamieson’s Towing.
So, if your New Year resolutions include 
doing something for the community 
or the environment, come and join us 
there, or get in touch with us via email.

Last year, we made some rather late 
plantings at this site, well after the 
recommended time of June, July, and 
August which are seen as planting 
months. Somehow, we never seem to 
manage in this time frame. We did have 
a good amount of rain afterwards, so 

were hopeful the plants would thrive, or 
at least survive. Having come back from 
holiday this week, we went to see what 
had happened. Yes, some have survived, 
and some thrived - though it was quite 
hard to see what was what, as the weeds 
have thrived even more vigorously. A 
nice surprise while there, was meeting a 
person and her dog enjoying the stream 
and the tracks. Many people drive past, 
on their way to the landfill or a swim on 
the South coast, and say they appreciate 
the planting, but it’s nice to know that 
some do actually use the space in spite 
of its not being as civilised as it could 
be. More tracks and more blackberry 
control would be nice, but despite that 
it’s still a pleasant place to visit.

Janet Campbell

for Friends of Owhiro Stream

email owhirosteam@gmail.com

OWHIRO STREAM
friends of
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CATS PROTECTION WELLINGTON

INTRODUCING 
TOMMY

Tommy is a gorgeous, intelligent and 
gentle tabby who chooses his friends 
carefully. He’s also sad and needs 
someone to love him. 

He lived with his previous person (since he was a 
kitten) for 13 years, the last three in a care facility. 
Sadly, his person had to move to a higher level of 
care and Tommy couldn’t stay with him.  

Tommy’s been a bit of an introvert in the shelter 
while recovering from his loss, but is starting to 
come out of his shell. He’s a bit naughty about 
sneaking up on other cats, and despite his large 
size he’s actually quite stealthy. 

He loves being out on our deck and climbing the cat 
towers. He also enjoys pats, has a hefty purr and has 
been known to kiss people he trusts. 

Our vets have also found that Tommy has asthma. 
He’s on steroids to manage the condition, but it’s 
an extra challenge in managing his weight down 
to a healthy level. His new family will need to be 
committed to helping him achieve this. 

If you have a home you’d like to share with 
Tommy, and help him become happy again, 
please contact our shelter for an appointment to 
meet him. There are more pictures of Tommy 
at catsprotectionwellington.org.nz. Follow us on 
Facebook, Instagram and YouTube for pictures, 
stories and videos of cats in our shelter. 
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BROOKLYN BROWNIES, 
GUIDES AND PIPPINS
brooklyn.brownies@gmail.com
Pippins
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049
Brownies
Margaret Jones 389 3028
Brooklyn Guides
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049

BROOKLYN FOOD GROUP 
Local food and 
community. Working 
bees held weekly on 
Monday evenings from 
5:30pm to sunset at 
the Brooklyn Orchard, 
end of Harrison St. 
thebrooklynfoodgroup@
gmail.com or  
www.facebook.com/
BrooklynFoodGroupNZ

BROOKLYN GARDEN CLUB 
Meets 1st Wednesday 
7:30pm from March to 
October. New members 
and visitors welcome. 
Contact Kathleen Skudder 
on 027 650 9108 or email: 
kathleen.skudder@gmail.
com 

GECKOS HOCKEY CLUB

Years 1-4 and new 
entrants Fridays 4pm-
5:15pm. Years 5-8 
Tuesdays 4:15pm-5:15pm. 
Tanera Park Bowling 
Club astro turf. Just turn 
up on practice day http://
brooklyngeckoshockey.
weebly.com. Come and 
join us for free summer 
hockey training.

 

BROOKLYN LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP 
Next six weekly meeting: 
Saturday 26 February 2-4pm 
at Brooklyn Library. We’d 
love your input or queries. 
Please contact the convenor 
in case our advertised date 
or venue changes. Sharon 
Macintyre 0276344455 
sharonmacintyre42@gmail.
com 
BROOKLYN MAINLY MUSIC 
Fun affordable 30 minutes, 
for parents or care givers 
to enjoy with their pre-
schooler(s). Morning Tea 
provided.  
Wellington Reformed 
Church 34 Harrison St. 
Rachel 022 407 9652
BROOKLYN NORTHERN UNITED
JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
First kicks enrolments open 
throughout the season. 
Email enquiries to info@
bnujfc.co.nz or visit us 
online at www.bnujfc.co.nz

BROOKLYN PLAYGROUP
Fun group for parents & 
caregivers with preschool 
children. Meets Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 9:30-11:30am 
during the school term at the 
Korean Church - 184 Ohiro 
Road. Turn up on the day.

BROOKLYN SCOUTS
Scout Hall, Harrison St.
Scouting is for boys and girls 
who love adventure. 
Keas 5-7 yrs, Cubs 7-11yrs, 
Scouts 11-14yrs, Venturers 
14-18yrs. Financial Support 

available. Find out more at 
www.brooklynscouts.org.nz 
or contact John Morrison on 
membership@brooklynscouts.
org.nz 

BROOKLYN SMALLBORE 
RIFLE CLUB Ages 14+ 
Sundays 6.30pm-8pm mid-
March to early October at 
the Royal Tiger Range, 131 
Russell Terrace, Newtown. 
To join contact Dianne 
Grain on 0274 449 641 
d.grain@xtra.co.nz 
www.bsrc.org.nz

BROOKLYN TABLE TENNIS 
9am-12pm Tuesdays and 
8pm Wednesdays at 
Brooklyn Community 
Centre. We welcome new 
members of all ages and 
ability. Tables, bats and 
balls provided. Phone 
Philip on 934 7445.

BROOKLYN TOY LIBRARY
The Toy Library is based 
in the Vogelmorn Precinct 
at 93 Mornington Road. 
You’ll find us immediately 
to the right-hand side as 
you enter the main gate 
on Mornington Road. We 
have a fantastic range of toys 
for children aged 0-7 years 
available to hire. Find us on 
Facebook or visit our website: 
brooklyntoylibrary.org.nz

BROOKLYN WALKERS
Meet Monday mornings 
(except public holidays) 
outside Brooklyn Library. 
Phone Susannah 384 
7412 or Clare 384 9054. 

14 February – Pomare, river 
walkway. Catch 9:14 No 7 bus, 
then 10:10 Hutt Valley train. 

21 February – Petone 
Esplanade to Lower Hutt. 
Catch 9:14 bus, then 9:47 No 
83 bus. 

28 February – Simla Cr, 
Lucknow Tce into Nairnville 
Park. Catch 9:14 bus, then 
10:02 train. 

7 March – Paekakariki to 
QE11 Park. Catch 9:03 No 7 
bus to connect with 9:53 train. 

BROOKLYN JUNIOR CRICKET 
CLUB At the old Wellington 
Bowling Club, Tanera 
Crescent, Brooklyn. More 
details online at  
www.bjcc.co.nz

FRIENDS OF OWHIRO 
STREAM Working bees 
on the second Saturday 
of the month 10am-
12:30pm. Contact Martin 
on 389 8995 or email: 
owhirostream@gmail.com 

PREDATOR FREE BROOKLYN 
Hello Kaka, goodbye 
rats! We’re looking for 
volunteers to host traps 
on their properties. If 
you’d like to help email 
predatorfreebrooklyn@gmail.
com

RATA PLAYGROUP Calm 
and nurturing place for 
babies and toddlers 0-3 
years to explore, learn and 
socialise with a parent or 
family member. Morning 
sessions available at Capital 

Montessori, Camrose Grove, 
Kingston.  
montessori.school.nz/playgroup 
or email  
rata@montessori.school.nz

THE KUNG FU SCHOOL  
Learn Shaolin Kung Fu for 
self defense and functional 
fitness. Wellington Swords 
Club Building, 2 Tanera 
Crescent, Brooklyn. 
Contact Rob Young on 021 
408 521 or  
wellington@shaolinkungfu.co.nz  
www.shaolinkungfu.co.nz 

ST JOHN PENGUIN AND 
YOUTH DIVISION 
Penguin Program 6-8 yrs. 
Karen Don 027 404 6343 
Youth Division 8-18 yrs. 
Ross Young 021 264 0440 
www.stjohn.org.nz

TURBINE TALKERS 
TOASTMASTERS CLUB Your 
local chapter of Toastmasters 
International. Tuesdays 
7:15pm-9:15pm fortnightly 
at the Reformed Church on 
Harrison St.  
Sam Day 022 436 8715,  
Sylvie 022 197 3610  
turbine@toastmasters.org.nz 
http://6879.toastmastersclubs.org

UPSTREAM – FRIENDS OF 
CENTRAL PARK Working 
Bees from 10am-12:30pm on 
the last Sunday of the month. 
Contact Lynne White at all.
whites@xtra.co.nz Come 
along for great conversations, 
meet new people, delicious 
morning tea and contribute to 
the care of Central Park. We 

also have a working bee from 
10am-12pm on the second 
Thursday of the month. 
Contact Celia Murphy at 
celia.r.murphy@gmail.com

SCRABBLE WELLINGTON 
Club nights every Wednesday 
from 7pm in the cafe area 
upstairs at the  former Vogelmorn 
Bowling Club, 93 Mornington 
Road. All abilities welcome! 
First night free, otherwise $5/
night. Contact Nick Ascroft for 
more information. Email: nick_
ascroft@hotmail.com or phone/
text 022 675 1399.

VOGELMORN TENNIS CLUB 
Welcomes players of  
all ages and abilities. Join  
our social, family-friendly 
club. Club days, competitive 
play, professional coaching.
vogelmorntennisclub.com
call in, or email  
secretary1vtc@gmail.com  

WELLINGTON SWORDS 
CLUB By the Tanera Park 
bowling greens off Tanera 
Crescent. Contact Vicci 
Lamb - Head Coach. Phone 
970 7496 or email: bishop.
lamb@pistingaround.com

EVERY GIRLS’ & BOYS’ 
RALLY Thursdays during 
school terms from 7pm-
8:30pm at Ridgeway 
Christian Youth Centre, 117 
The Ridgeway, Mornington 
for ages 8 - 12. Contact  
Evan Tyler 027 274 2631 or
evanandrebecca@gmail.com
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