
BROOKLYN
TATTLER

what’s happening in your community

FEBRUARY 2021 328



Decorating; Mike from Ballcock & 
Faucet Plumbing; David & Maria’s 
Carpet and Vinyl Warehouse (who 
went above and beyond, laying vinyl 
at 5.30am so they weren’t in the way 
of the plumber when he arrived later 
in the morning); and Dream Doors 
Kitchens.  We would also like to thank 
the Vogelmorn Foundation for their 
generous grant which helped towards 
the costs of the renovation.  Biggest 
thanks go to Perry Aspros who project 
managed during the period.  We have a 
couple of things to finish off, including 
installing a roller door for the new 
servery into the hall, but we are fully 
operational, enjoying our refurbished 
space, and hope the wider community 
will get a lot of use from it too. 

Markets 
Last year due to Covid we were only able 
to run two of our four quarterly markets.  
Hopefully, this year there are no similar 
disruptions, as market day is always a 
fun time to catch up with friends and 
neighbours and to check out the wide 
range of goods our stallholders have on 
offer. The market dates for this year are: 

20 March 

26 June 

25 September 

11 December  

Neighbours Day Aotearoa 2021 
Neighbours Day Aotearoa is a 
nationwide event held annually to 
encourage people to get to know their 
neighbours better. This year’s theme 
is ‘The Great Plant Swap’ which runs 
from 20 – 30 March. 

Go to https://www.neighboursday.org.

Welcome to the February edition of the 
Brooklyn Tattler, the first for 2021.  We 
hope you have had a fun summer and a 
relaxing start to the year; let’s hope this 
year is not as disruptive and disturbing 
as the last one.  Next month’s Tattler 
will be the first of two home-delivered 
editions for the year, so be sure to check 
your letterbox for a copy. 

The Community Centre has been busy 
for the past few weeks running our 
School Holiday Programme each day, 
but with school back now we are looking 
forward to welcoming back our regulars.  
Check the centre pages for a listing of 
regular activities, including our Friday 
Circle social group for seniors. 

Kitchen Renovation 
Over the Christmas break we were 
finally able to get the kitchen 
renovations done.  The kitchen is now 
looking amazing and is more functional, 
complete with a new oven which Adam 
and the Childcare team put to good use 
during the recent Holiday Programme’s 
baking day. We would like to thank 
all the tradespeople who helped us 
with the project and accommodated 
our extremely limited timeframe: 
Neil McDonald from Orange Roughy 
Builders; Nick Beauchamp and Will 
from ESL Industries; Alan Lowndes 
and the staff from Jarvis and Lowndes 
Electrical; Nick from Nick Anderson 

BROOKLYN COMMUNITY CENTRE  
PHONE 384 6799

 COMMUNITY 
CENTRE

from the nz/ for details. 

Our next community market 
on Saturday 20 March is great 
opportunity to come and connect 
with your neighbours from 12-4pm. 
Everybody is welcome.  

Anzac Day  
The Brooklyn Anzac Day 
commemorations will be held here at the 
Community Centre on Sunday 25 April. 
Phillip Bolton is busy organising the day 
now and is on the look-out for volunteers 
to help out on the day.  We are hopeful 
that after last year’s disruption due to 
Covid, it will be able to go ahead as 
planned. Please contact Phillip at  
finance@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz 
if you are able to help.

Have a good month. 

Julie and Euan

CONTACT US
Hall Hire and General Enquiries: 
coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Childcare Programmes:  
childcare@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Accounts:  
accounts@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Manager:  
manager@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Tattler:  
tattler@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Market:  
market@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Main Office:  04 384 6799

Childcare Office: 04 385 0089
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March 2021 copy due no later than 
5pm Tuesday 23 February
Email your contribution to
tattler@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Brooklyn Tattler is published by the 
Brooklyn Community Association Inc.  
18 Harrison Street, Brooklyn. Association 
members accept no liability for the 
contents which have been prepared in 
good faith. Printed by Pivotal.

This month’s cover photo  
is of Childcare Manager  
Adam Hendry and children at 
the January Holiday Programme 
enjoying the newly renovated 
kitchen at the Brooklyn 
Community Centre.   
Photo credit: Euan Harris 



Goodbye 2020 
We have reopened again after our refurbishment 
and look forward to welcoming all who have 
not been in for a while. We thought it was 
an opportune time to celebrate 60 years of 
Brooklyn Library on the current site. Although 
strictly speaking, the 60th year was in 2020, I 
think we can be forgiven for not celebrating on 
time! We have put together a display so come 
along and have a look.  

New and recommended 
Non-fiction, science fiction, mystery, 
adventure and more - find your next favourite 
read at the library. Check out what is new 
in the library with: https://wcl.govt.nz/
whatsnew/ This gives you an update each 
month with ‘our picks’, a newsletter, and you 
can check out previous months for ideas you 
may have missed. Scroll down a bit and there 
are tabs for all the different genres, including 
Young Adult and Children’s. Have a browse to 
see if anything interests you.  

Along with this great tool we have our first Adult 
Best of 2020 lists up on Libby/OverDrive, ready to 
be borrowed and reserved.   

    The Best Fiction of 2020 - https://libbyapp.
com/library/wcl/curated-1144888/page-1 

 LIBRARY
from the     The Best of Nonfiction 2020 - https://libbyapp.

com/library/wcl/curated-1144890/page-1 

    The Listener’s Best Books of 2020 - https://
libbyapp.com/library/wcl/curated-1142165/page-1 

Book club 
Now that 2020 has been left behind we can 
focus on the new year. We are keen to get a 
book club up and running and have had a 
little interest and hope to have a get together in 
late February. If you are interested, give us your 
details so we can keep you posted on plans.  

Staff changes 
We say good bye and good luck to Laura 
who has resigned to take up a role in the 
challenging field of Education. We welcome 
Asha back, whom some of you may remember 
from Wednesday afternoons.  

Nga mihi 

From Heather and the Brooklyn team

of Theology. Prior to this he had met Maria, 
his Kiwi wife, through a church music group. 
A highlight of Ben’s theological studies was a 
four-month semester in Jerusalem, Israel. After 
graduating, Ben and Maria moved to NZ, 
initially choosing to live in Maria’s home town 
of Hamilton, where he continued trading coins 
and leading church services. Around this time, 
Ben was encouraged by people to go into full-
time ministry, and so during 2014 he shifted 
to Masterton for a year’s internship at the local 
Reformed Church, under the guidance of an 
experienced minister. After completing two 
exams, Ben was eligible for full-time ministry 
and shortly after joined the Reformed Church 
in Brooklyn as their pastor. 

Ben gave me a tour of the Reformed Church. 
The recent renovations have enhanced an 
attractive chapel created with warm natural 
timbers and the kitchen, bathrooms and 
additional meeting spaces have been tastefully 
modernised. A range of community groups hire 
these areas including the popular Wednesday 
morning Mainly Music classes and the 
fortnightly Brooklyn Toastmasters Club. Ben 
loves living in Brooklyn with his family. He likes 
the character, closeness to the city, bush walks, 
beach, and Zealandia. Ben says the church is 
keen to have links with the community and 
people are welcome to get in touch or join their 
Sunday services. Find out more at: 

www.wellingtonreformed.co.nz 

This month Euan Harris talks to  
Ben McDonald, Pastor of the  
Wellington Reformed Church 

Ben McDonald is an Australian who is 
happy to be living in New Zealand. He 
enjoys the lusher country side, lower summer 
temperatures, and says it’s even a better place 
to grow vegetables. Ben has been pastor of the 
Reformed Church on Harrison Street for over 
five years and has the benefit of a short walk to 
work each day from the neighbouring family 
home he shares with wife Maria and their four 
daughters. Sunday morning services are well 
attended with an average of 120 people of all 
ages coming from Wellington, the Hutt Valley, 
Tawa, and beyond. 

Ben was born in the Victorian port city of 
Geelong where he grew up with two sisters 
and two brothers. After leaving Flinders Peak 
Secondary College and being unsure of what 
career path to take, he enrolled at Deakin 
University to begin a Bachelor of Commerce, 
partly because maths was his strong subject and 
he enjoyed working with numbers. After lasting 
one semester and with a developing interest in 
collectable coins and bank notes, Ben began 
working in the Melbourne banking industry. 
As his interest in coins and bank notes steadily 
grew, Ben started trading on eBay at first as a 
hobby, eventually becoming successful enough 
to work from home. This achieved his goal of 
freeing up more time to spend with family and 
the local church. 

Ben wanted to become more useful in the 
church and increase his knowledge, so he 
enrolled at the Reformed Theological College 
of Geelong to study and complete a Bachelor 

OUT & ABOUT IN 
BROOKLYN 
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Here is the Melrose Football Club, enjoying a social 
gathering at Fulford’s Hall in Cleveland Street on 11 
September 1908. This still exists, but is now located 
on the top floor of the Cleveland Street Flats and is 
divided into flats.  

Artie Fulford was a true entrepreneur back at the turn 
of the century. He lived in Jefferson Street and built 
the building himself. The middle floor was used as 
a supper room and for small entertainments, while 
there were shops and businesses on the ground floor.  

Artie can be seen in the picture, in shirt sleeves 
facing the camera. He was involved in many 
Brooklyn activities and groups, and assisted with the 
development of a number of businesses. 

Many of the people in the picture are smoking, with 
very long pipes. These were known as ‘Churchwarden 
Pipes’, and they generally produced a cooler smoke 
due to the distance smoke must travel from the bowl 
to the mouthpiece. They had the added benefit of 
keeping the user’s face further away from the heat and 

CHURCHWARDEN
PIPES

smoke produced by the combustion in the bowl. 

Churchwarden pipes were reputedly named after 
church wardens, or night watchmen of churches, 
in the time when churches never locked their doors. 
The wardens were not expected to go all night 
without a smoke, so they had clay pipes made from 
exceptionally long stems so the smoke and the pipe 
wouldn’t be in their line of sight as they kept watch.  

Churchwarden pipes experienced a surge in 
popularity after the release of the Lord of the  Rings 
film trilogy in 2001, since many of the characters 
smoked churchwardens.  

Melrose Football Club was based in Newtown and 
used Newtown Park as their ground. In those early 
days there were very few parks suitable for competitive 
sports, as most of the areas we now know as parks, like 
Martin Luckie; Macalister; and Mt Albert, had not 
been formed. Venues large enough to accommodate 
large groups for social gatherings were also quite thin 
on the ground, so Fulford’s Hall attracted many 
groups from around Wellington.  

I would like to thank local resident Karen Thomas for 
her assistance with this story. 

Chris Rabey 

Finally, we can see our beautiful Mystery 
in the warm light of day. 

This shy girl has come a long way from hiding 
away in the cosy corners of the shelter, dealing 
with her past trauma by keeping her distance 
from people and other cats. She was found 
abandoned in her previous home, and thankfully 
surrendered to us by the pest control people who 
had been called to “dispose of her”.  

At CPW she is finally safe and back on the road 
to confidence and a loving home of her own. 
We have amazing cat whisperers who’ve been 
able to gain her confidence, and she is now 
brave enough to step out and make friendly 
overtures to gentle visitors.  

We’re looking for a special home for her with 

MYSTERIOUS 
GIRL

maybe one or two people who are super-kind 
and patient. She needs as little stress as possible, so 
no other cats, no children, no noisy places, please!  
If you would like to meet Mystery, check out her 
profile at catsprotectionwellington.org.nz, and 
then call us on 04 389 9668 for an appointment. 

We’re open for adoptions on Saturday and 
Sunday by appointment between 12pm and 
3pm. From 3pm to 4pm, no appointment 
is needed, but there are no adoptions at this 
time. You can also follow us on Facebook 
and Instagram for pictures, stories and 
videos of cats in our shelter.
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Monthly update on issues 
and projects involving our 

community

NEXT MEETING – all welcome! 
Tuesday 2 February 2021 – 7.30pm 

At the RSA Room, Brooklyn Community Centre, 18 
Harrison Street 

Te Kopahou Track 
Network 

WCC are developing a draft Track Network Plan for the Te Kopahou 
Reserve (hilly Brooklyn areas to South Coast). More information here: 

https://www.letstalk.wellington.govt.nz/te-kopahou 

Bus Service Are there any areas of the current bus services that residents 
are particularly pleased or not pleased with? If so, please let us 
know. 

WCC Spatial Plan https://planningforgrowth.wellington.govt.nz/spatial-plan 

Written submissions on the plan are now closed. GBRAI 
committee members gave an oral submission in mid-November 
with requests for further engagement and a heritage assessment for 
Brooklyn.   Any thoughts, comments or queries on this important 
issue, please let us know.  

Harrison Street 
Housing Rebuild 

Work on site was due to start on site last month (January), 
and a proposed turnaround area can be seen on the council 
website: 

https://wellington.govt.nz/your-council/projects/harrison-
street-flats-redevelopment   

WCC Southern Landfill WCC Southern Landfill resource consent application for extension 
pushed back to early 2021. 

Omāroro/ PoW Water 
Reservoir  

Latest work at Prince of Wales Park – excavation for reservoirs and pipe 
tunnels largely done – info and updates: 

https://www.wellingtonwater.co.nz/omaroro/news/ 
Email us your ideas, queries or concerns, or to sign up to our newsletter at:  

brooklynresidentswellington@gmail.com

During the holiday break Bruce and I spent 
several days at Whirinaki Te Pua-a-Tane 
Conservation Park, doing some of the 
short walks each day. Whirinaki is what is 
referred to nowadays as “old-growth forest” 
(rather than virgin forest), and it is a magical 
experience to walk through it. David 
Bellamy referred to it as “ Dinosaur forest - 
one of the best Mesozoic plant communities 
remaining on earth”. The Mesozoic period 
is known as the age of the dinosaurs, but 
it is also the age of the conifers, which our 
podocarps - rimu, kahikatea, etc. are. Old 
growth forest is partly important, I read, 
(and observe) because of the greater variety 
of habitats due to multi-layered canopies, 
old hollow trees, and spaces left by fallen 
trees - all opportunities for birds, insects, 
and fungi; specifically, in Whirinaki, whio 
(blue ducks) and native bats.

Whirinaki is co-governed by the 
Department of Conservation and Ngati 
Whare, the traditional inhabitants, who 
learnt to survive in the dense forest. Later, 
in European times, they survived instead by 

timber milling, and in the 1970s the village 
of Minginui banded together in protest 
against conservationists destroying “their 
way of life.” Today, however, they act as 
kaitiaki of the forest and have established a 
nursery at Minginui village, with the long 
term aim of restoring many hectares of 
neighbouring land back into native forest. 
Meanwhile, back at the ranch - or at least on 
the banks of the Owhiro Stream - members 
of Friends of Owhiro Stream will be back 
in 2021 endeavouring to establish and 
protect some “new-growth” forest. Our first 
working bee for the year will be Saturday 13 
February. Send us an email if you would like 
to join our mailing list which will give sites 
and times of our working bees.

Janet Campbell
for Friends of Owhiro Stream

Email: owhirosteam@gmail.com 

OWHIRO STREAM
friends of

UPDATE

8  FEBRUARY 2021 BROOKLYN TATTLER

UPDATE

BROOKLYN TATTLER FEBRUARY 2021  9 

Katie Underwood
THE QUIET ACHIEVER

“Would you 
like to know 

how much your 
house is worth? 

It would be 
my pleasure to 
offer you a free 

appraisal.

”
Contact me on:
m: 027 248 2061

t:   04 894 3717

e: katie.underwood
@raywhite.com
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M
ON

DA
Y PILATES Contact Liz Birkett on 027 503 0211 or 

lizbirkett.yoga.pilates@gmail.com 9 AM

Improve your movement, posture & 
breathing. Contact Toni McWhinnie on  
475 3355 or email temcwhinnie@gmail.com

10:30 - 11:30 AM FELDENKRAIS

TU
ES

DA
Y

During school terms. For details contact 
Ross Young on 021 264 04406:30 - 8 PM ST JOHN 

CADETS

W
ED

NE
SD

AY

FAMILY FIT 
KARATE

Beginners Karate (5+ years). Contact 
Patricia Reilly on 027 297 6049 or 383 
9371. Email: preilly64@gmail.com 
Online: www.familyfitkarate.co.nz

5:30 - 6:15 PM

GET FIT FAST Cardio & Core strength workout (12+ years). 
Contact Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.     7:30 - 8 PM

Contact Adam Hendry, Childcare 
Programme Manager.  
Phone 385 0089 or email childcare@
brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz. 

CHILDCARE 
PROGRAMMES

BEFORE SCHOOL 
AFTER SCHOOL

HOLIDAYW
EE

KD
AY

S
BROOKLYN COMMUNITY CENTRE

18 Harrison Street

what’s on at your

FELDENKRAIS Contact Toni McWhinnie on 475 3355 
or email temcwhinnie@gmail.com10 - 11 AM

TABLE 
TENNIS

Open to all ages and ability. Tables, bats 
and balls provided. Contact Philip on 934 
7445 or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com

9 AM - 12 PM

Contact Margaret 389 3028  
or email marrexj@gmail.com6 - 7:30 PM BROWNIES

TH
UR

SD
AY

Contact Ferne on 389 1433 or email: 
ferne.david@xtra. co.nz6:30 - 7:30 PM TAI CHI

FR
ID

AY

PILATES Contact Liz Birkett on 027 503 0211 or 
lizbirkett.yoga.pilates@gmail.com 9 & 10 AM

SA
TU

RD
AY

DANCE CLASSES  
FOR CHILDREN

 
Email: info@db4dance.co.nz  
or view online at www.db4dance.co.nz9 - 10 AM

All levels welcome. Koha. BYO mat. 
Email: jetbluenz5@gmail.com. See Jenn’s 
updates on Facebook at ‘Blue Ocean Yoga’.

10:30 AM VINYASA 
YOGA

Brooklyn Market  20 March 2021 from 
12pm to 4pm.  Contact 384 6799 or  
market@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

12 - 4 PM QUARTERLY 
MARKETS

SU
ND

AY

EKKAALLAM 
CHURCH

Tamil Christian worship and service. 
Contact Robert tec.wgtn@gmail.com 
or 027 858 9916

10 AM - 12 PM

Contact Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.5:30 - 7:30 PM FAMILY FIT 
KARATE

To book Brooklyn Community Centre for classes, groups or events contact  
Euan Harris on 384 6799 or coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

LA LECHE       
LEAGUE   

Monthly on the last Friday. Contact  
wellington@lalecheleague.org.nz10 AM

11 AM - 2 PM FRIDAY 
CIRCLE

Seniors Social Group, meets weekly 
for light lunch and activities. Contact 
Euan Harris, details at bottom of page

KANGATRAINING Post natal classes for new mums and their 
babies with Hannah Foley.  
Email hannah@kangatraining.co.nz

10  - 11:30 AM

KARATE Contact Patricia Reilly 027 297 6049. 
Email: preilly64@gmail.com

5 - 6:30 PM

CRAFT 
CONNECTIONS

Fortnightly crafters social group.  Contact 
Louise email: louisebrockway.nz@gmail.com

10 AM  - 12 PM

TABLE 
TENNIS

Inquiries Philip on 934 7445  
or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com.8 PM 

W
ED

NE
SD

AY



Seeds to Feeds - Mindful Eating Workshop 
Friday 5 February, 5pm - 8.30pm 
When did you last  eat?  And 
when was the last  t ime you real ly 
took t ime to notice the f lavours, 
textures and smells  of  your food?? 
Join the Seeds to Feeds team for 
a casual  tast ing sensation. Guided 
by Pete Jacobson, you’l l  experience 
a deeper journey into eating and 
taste via ALL of your senses ! 
KOHA ENTRY - No ticket needed! 

The Long Lunch - a Vogelmorn Veg-out  
Saturday 27 February, 12pm-4pm 
It’s  t ime for  our  2nd annual 
community  meal  featur ing your 
home-grown vegetables  as  the 
s tar  of  the  show!  Jo in us  a t 
Vogelmorn Bowling c lub for 
our  seeds  to  feeds  feas t  where 
we wi l l  be  host ing a  de l ight ful 
outdoor  (weather  permitt ing) 
cont inuous  lunch.   Arr ive  at  any 
t ime and be  dazz led by an array 
of  loca l  t reat s  and bui ld-your-own 
pizza .  Enter ta inment ,  games  and 
s tor ies  of  our  growing gardens , 
community  connect ions  a l l 
inc luded. 

VOGELMORN 
PRECINCT

vogelmornbc@gmail.com
https://vogelmorn.nz/

Tickets  are  pay-as-you’re-able , 
meaning you pay as  much as 
you would l ike  for  thi s  event . 
Al l  funds  ra i sed go back into 
our  community  for  future 
food growing,  suppor t ing 
our  loca l  team and bui ld ing 
more  community  and growing 
infras t ructure .  Keep an eye  on the 
Fr iends  of  Vogelmorn Facebook 
page  for  t icket  sa les  which wi l l  be 
onl ine  f rom 8 Feb. 

Db4dance Classes Commencing 17 
February 
Db4dance c las ses  are  for  chi ldren 
with or  without  prev ious  dance 
exper ience  who wish to  learn in 
an encouraging,  fun,  but  a l so  a 
cha l lenging environment .  There 
are  no exams but  the  c las ses  cover 
the  same leve l  of  work.  Chi ldren 
ga in a  great  unders tanding and 
apprec iat ion of  d i f ferent  genres 
and themed music . 

Held on Wednesdays  in  the 
Vogelmorn Hal l ,  db4dance of fer 
the  fo l lowing c las ses : 

Pre-school fun 
class  3-4yrs

3.30pm - 4pm 

Ballet & Jazz 1 
class  5-7yrs

4pm - 4.30pm 

Ballet & Jazz 2 
class  7-10yrs

4.30pm - 5pm 

All  enquiries  and to enrol   -  email 
db4dance@gmail .co.nz

A new year, a new name, a new role in the 
Brooklyn community, and almost there… 

Last year marked the transition of our 
organisation from an incorporated society to 
a registered charity to enable us to distribute 
grants and funding in the local community.  
In mid-December, we were advised The BRC 

brooklynresourcecentre@gmail.com

Charitable Trust had been incorporated as 
a charitable trust board and an application 
was then lodged with Charities Services to 
become a registered charity.  This may take 
some weeks to be reviewed and there are 
a couple more administrative steps in the 
process as accounts are transferred from one 
entity to the other.  Then the transition will 
be complete. 

We are hoping in the next couple of months 
to be able to call for applications for our first 
funding round in the Brooklyn community.  
It is the intention of The BRC Charitable 
Trust to offer two funding rounds each 
year.  More information on how groups and 
organisations can apply for grants, and the 
funding criteria and process, will be available 
through this column. 

The BRC Society Inc

Db4 Saturday dance class at Brooklyn Community Centre.  
Photo credit: anastudionz

UPDATE UPDATE
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ORCHARD UPDATE 
2021
The orchard has grown a lot over the 
Christmas and the summer break. All 
the fruit is growing and the plums are 
beginning to ripen. Our apples and pears 
will not be ready until early autumn. We 
have signs to indicate when the fruit is ripe 
for picking and this ensures there is no 
need to waste a piece of fruit picked too 
early. Brooklyn Community Orchard is a 
picking orchard not a harvesting orchard, 
so when picking the fruit just take a few 
for the lunch boxes, pie, or to eat on your 
travels and that way everyone can enjoy 
the fruits of our labour. Talking of labour, 
we meet every Monday evening from 

5.30pm onwards and welcome anyone and 
everyone, no prior knowledge needed! You 
can come for as little or as long as you can. 
Or if you are walking through and picking 
fruit, pull a few weeds for us too. 

The orchard has taken on a new look at 
the moment as the construction for the 
new housing development has started. 
We said goodbye to the grape and dual 
plum as they will not survive the process 
but we look forward to meeting our new 
neighbours and planting some new fruit 
trees together. As a new year begins, and 
with the global pandemic still very present, 
there is no time like now to appreciate our 
community green spaces and learn how 
to grow our own food. We look forward 
to meeting you and having you join us in 
this journey. Growing food and growing 
community.

There was a steady stream of Brooklyn School students into Wing on Chang on the last 
day of school in December.  Every year, Jackie and the team hand out free ice-blocks to 
celebrate the end of the school year and the start of the summer holidays. 

Photo Credit: Julie Seevens 

LOCAL HAPPENINGS
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THANKS WING ON CHANG!



UPDATE

Visit us at
www.tvf.org.nz

The Vogelmorn Foundation has 
commenced distributing funds to 

local organisations and individuals. 

PO Box 14-330, Kilbirnie
Wellington, 6022

admin@tvf.org.nz

For more information or to apply for 
funding please visit our website. 

Applications MUST be made online.

Pretty, But Deadly 
Happy New Year from Upstream Friends of 
Central Park. 

This year we have a full schedule of planting, 
weeding and pest eradication planned. Pest 
eradication will be targeted to the usual 
suspects. However, we have a new park 
enemy number one: Climbing Asparagus. 

Climbing Asparagus is a recent threat to 
Central Park. It’s already well-established 
in other parts of Wellington, like Mount 
Victoria, so we know how devastating it can 
be. Left unchecked, Climbing Asparagus can 
strangle trees to death and cover the ground 
so new plants can’t break through.  

It’s pretty, fern like stems are beguiling and so 
too are its delicate white flowers. In its native 
South African home, it is no doubt a pleasing 
addition to the local flora. Here, however, it’s a 
case of chop off its head and dig up the tubers. 
Any little piece left in the ground can regrow, 
so it’s best to leave the disposal to dedicated 
weed removers. You can find out more about 
Climbing Asparagus at Weedbusters (thanks 
for the photo Weedbusters!) 

https://www.weedbusters.org.nz/what-are-
weeds/weed-list/climbing-asparagus/ 

This year Wellington City Council and 
professional pest eradicators, funded by charity, 

will be joining Upstream Friends in our weedy 
battles. If you love Central Park and would like 
to maintain its beauty and diversity, come join 
us. See the working bee details below. Bring 
your own mug and gloves. We provide hot 
drinks and home baking.  

Next working bees 
Thursday 11 February 10am – 12pm (and 
every second Thursday of the month) 

Meet at the playground. 

Sunday 28 February 10am – 12.30pm Meet 
at the playground. 

Then the last Sunday of every month. 

Check https://www.meetup.com/upstream/ 
for confirmation of meeting place. 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/
UpstreamArtTrail/ 

Contact Lynne at all.whites@xtra.co.nz  
Everyone welcome!   

CENTRAL PARK
friends of
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BROOKLYN BROWNIES, 
GUIDES AND PIPPINS
brooklyn.brownies@gmail.com
Pippins
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049
Brownies
Margaret Jones 389 3028
Brooklyn Guides
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049

BROOKLYN FOOD GROUP 
Local food and  
community. Working bees 
held weekly on Monday 
evenings from 5:30 to 7 pm 
at the Brooklyn Orchard, 
end of Harrison St.  
thebrooklynfoodgroup@
gmail.com or
www.facebook.com/
BrooklynFoodGroupNZ

BROOKLYN GARDEN CLUB 
Meets 1st Wednesday 
7:30pm from March to 
October. New members 
and visitors welcome. 
Contact Ruth Jeffery on 
027 430 0964 or email: 
ruthjeffery2@gmail.com

BROOKLYN GECKOS 
HOCKEY FOR KIDS
Years 1-6 and new 
entrants. Fridays 
4-5:15pm at the Brooklyn 
Bowling Club astro turf 
at Tanera Park,  
8 Tanera Crescent. 
Just turn up on 
practice day http://
brooklyngeckoshockey.
weebly.com. Come and 
join us for free summer 
hockey training.

 
 

BROOKLYN LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP 
Next meeting at 2pm on 
Saturday 20 February 
in the Brooklyn Library. 
Contact Sharon Macintyre  
027 634 4455 or 388 8088 
sharonmacintyre42@gmail. 
com or Chris Rabey 384 
9293 ships.pubs@gmail. 
com for more information
BROOKLYN MAINLY MUSIC 
Fun affordable 30 minutes, 
for parents or care givers 
to enjoy with their pre-
schooler(s). Morning Tea 
provided.  
Wellington Reformed 
Church 34 Harrison St. 
Rachel 022 407 9652

BROOKLYN NORTHERN UNITED
JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
Email enquiries to info@
bnujfc.co.nz or visit us 
online at www.bnujfc.co.nz

BROOKLYN PLAYGROUP
Fun group for parents & 
caregivers with preschool 
children. Meets Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 9:30-11:30am 
during the school term at the 
Korean Church - 184 Ohiro 
Road. Turn up on the day.

BROOKLYN SCOUTS
Scout Hall, Harrison St.
Scouting is for boys and 
girls who love adventure. 
Keas 5-7 yrs, Cubs 7-11yrs, 
Scouts 11-14yrs, Venturers 
14-18yrs. Contact Gillian 
Boyes 972 9904 or 
gillianmay68@gmail.com

BROOKLYN SMALLBORE 
RIFLE CLUB Ages 14+ 
Sundays 6.30pm-8pm mid-
March to early October at 
the Royal Tiger Range, 131 
Russell Terrace, Newtown. 
To join contact Dianne 
Grain on 0274 449 641
d.grain@xtra.co.nz
www.bsrc.org.nz

BROOKLYN TABLE TENNIS 
9am-12pm Tuesdays and 
8pm Wednesdays at 
Brooklyn Community 
Centre. We welcome new 
members of all ages and 
ability. Tables, bats and 
balls provided. Phone 
Philip on 934 7445.

BROOKLYN TOY LIBRARY
The Toy Library has re-
opened in new premises at 
the Vogelmorn Precinct. 
You’ll find us immediately 
to the right-hand side as 
you enter the main gate 
on Mornington Road. We 
have a fantastic range of 
toys for children aged 0-7 
years available to hire. Find 
us on Facebook or visit our 
website:  
brooklyntoylibrary.org.nz

BROOKLYN WALKERS
Meet Monday mornings 
(except public holidays) 
outside Brooklyn Library. 
Phone Susannah 384 
7412 or Clare 384 9054. 
8 Feb – Waitangi Day 
observed.  

15 Feb – Eastbourne to 
Days Bay. Catch 9:26 No 7 

bus, then 10:07 No 83 bus. 

22 Feb – Pencarrow Walk. 
Catch 9:03 No 7 bus, 
then 9:27 No 81 bus to 
Eastbourne. 

1st March – Box Hill to 
Khandallah Village. Catch 
9:14 No 7 bus then 10:02 
train. 

BROOKLYN JUNIOR CRICKET 
CLUB At the old Wellington 
Bowling Club, Tanera 
Crescent, Brooklyn. More 
details online at  
www.bjcc.co.nz

FRIENDS OF OWHIRO 
STREAM Working bees 
on the second Saturday 
of the month 10am-
12:30pm. Contact 
Martin on 389 8995 or 
email: owhirostream@
gmail.com 

PREDATOR FREE BROOKLYN 
Hello Kaka, goodbye 
rats! We’re looking for 
volunteers to host traps 
on their properties. If 
you’d like to help email 
predatorfreebrooklyn@
gmail.com

RATA PLAYGROUP Calm 
and nurturing place for 
babies and toddlers 0-3 
years to explore, learn and 
socialise with a parent or 
family member. Morning 
sessions available at Capital 
Montessori, Camrose Grove, 
Kingston.  
montessori.school.nz/playgroup 
or email  

rata@montessori.school.nz

THE KUNG FU SCHOOL  
Learn Shaolin Kung Fu for 
self defense and functional 
fitness. Wellington Swords 
Club Building, 2 Tanera 
Crescent, Brooklyn. 
Contact Rob Young on 021 
408 521 or  
wellington@shaolinkungfu.co.nz  
www.shaolinkungfu.co.nz 

ST JOHN PENGUIN AND 
YOUTH DIVISION 
Penguin Program 6-8 yrs.
Karen 389 4060
Youth Division 8-18 yrs.
Carol 0274 321 204
www.stjohn.org.nz

TURBINE TALKERS 
TOASTMASTERS CLUB Your 
local chapter of Toastmasters 
International. Tuesdays 
7:15pm-9:15pm fortnightly 
at the Reformed Church on 
Harrison St.  
Sam Day 022 436 8715,  
Sylvie 022 197 3610  
turbine@toastmasters.org.nz 
http://6879.toastmastersclubs.org

UPSTREAM – FRIENDS OF 
CENTRAL PARK Working 
Bees from 10am-12:30pm 
on the last Sunday of the 
month. Contact Lynne 
White at all.whites@xtra.
co.nz Come along for great 
conversations, meet new 
people, delicious morning 
tea and contribute to the 
care of Central Park. We also 
have a working bee from 
10am-12pm on the second 
Thursday of the month. 

Contact Celia Murphy at 
celia.r.murphy@gmail.com

SCRABBLE WELLINGTON 
Club nights every 
Wednesday from 7pm in 
the cafe area upstairs at the  
former Vogelmorn Bowling 
Club, 93 Mornington Road. 
All abilities welcome! First 
night free, otherwise $5/
night. Contact Nick Ascroft 
for more information. Email: 
nick_ascroft@hotmail.com 
or phone/text 022 675 1399.

VOGELMORN TENNIS CLUB 
Welcomes players of  
all ages and abilities. Join  
our social, family-friendly 
club. Club days, competitive 
play, professional coaching.

vogelmorntennisclub.com
call in, or email  
secretary1vtc@gmail.com  

WELLINGTON SWORDS 
CLUB By the Tanera 
Park bowling greens off 
Tanera Crescent. Contact 
Vicci Lamb - Head 
Coach. Phone 970 7496 
or email: bishop.lamb@
pistingaround.com

EVERY GIRLS’ & BOYS’ 
RALLY Thursdays during 
school terms from 7pm-
8:30pm at Ridgeway 
Christian Youth Centre, 117 
The Ridgeway, Mornington 
for ages 8 - 12. Contact  
Evan Tyler 027 274 2631 or
evanandrebecca@gmail.com
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