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from the

COMMUNITY
CENTRE
BROOKLYN COMMUNITY CENTRE
PHONE 384 6799

Welcome to the December Tattler, the
final one for 2021; we take a break next
month and return in February 2022.
This year has again been a somewhat
uncertain one with Covid unfortunately
still dominating the news and our lives;
let’s hope next year is not so disruptive.
The highlight for the BCA this year
was the much awaited renovation of
the Community Centre kitchen which
is now lighter, more modern, and has
a great new oven! Next year marks the
75th anniversary of the incorporation
of the BCA; plans are underway to
commemorate this in October, so keep
an eye out on the Tattler for more
info as we get nearer to the date. The
playground is up for renewal and
designs have now been completed, with
work set to commence early next year.
We would like to thank everyone who
has contributed to the Tattler this year
and made the continual publication of
it possible – including the September
issue which, due to lockdown, we were
only able to publish digitally. Thanks
to our advertisers, Pivotal Print, and
WCC. Their support helps us to
continue with our free listings in the
Community Group pages, and to have
a free monthly page for local clubs
and groups to use for regular event
listings or write-ups. We welcome
submissions anytime, so if you see

or hear of something in the greater
Brooklyn area that you think may be
of interest, please let us know.
We would also like to take this
opportunity to thank the Meals on
Wheels volunteers who deliver meals
which are dropped off here at the
Centre, and to Sue Devereux for
continuing to sort out the rosters for
this essential service. A special thank
you to Whittakers Chocolate for the
very generous donation of chocolate
for our Meals on Wheels recipients
and volunteers.
Market
With the government decision to place
Wellington into the Orange level of the
new Traffic Light Covid-19 Protection
Framework, we have reluctantly decided to
cancel our Christmas market on Saturday 11
December, due to vaccine pass requirements
for events. With the children’s playground
next to the Community Centre it was felt
that we couldn’t adequately monitor people
wanting to visit the playground and not
the market, who may be unvaccinated.
Hopefully we can run our next quarterly
market in March 2022.
Friday Circle
Our seniors group are looking
forward to Christmas lunch at the
1852 on 10 December, followed
by a final session here at the
Community Centre, then they will
take a break until February. If
you, or someone you know, may
be interested in joining the circle,
please contact Euan here at the
Community Centre for details.
Holiday Programme
Spaces are still available for the
January Holiday Programme starting

on 10 January, running through to
28 January. Check out the exciting
itinerary on our website or contact
Adam for details at childcare@
brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz
Staying Safe Driving Course
A free classroom based refresher course
for senior drivers is being offered
here at the Community Centre on
Thursday 9 December from 10am to
2pm in association with Age Concern
Wellington. Improve your driving skills
and feel more confident on the road.
Topics to be discussed include: updated
road rules, how age affects driving ability
and how to adapt your driving technique
for today’s busy roads. Course includes
a free light lunch. For more information
and to register call Age Concern
Wellington on 499 6646 or email:
adminassistant@acwellington.org.nz
Christmas Close Down
Main Office
Closes

23 December

Main Office
Reopens

17 January

Holiday
Programme
Commences

10 January

During the close down period, the main
office and childcare phones will not be
attended and emails will not be checked.
On behalf of the BCA staff: Julie Seevens,
Euan Harris, Adam Hendry, Phillip
Bolton, and the Childcare Supervisors;
plus, our Brooklyn Community
Association committee: Sonya Bissmire,
Joelene Skelton, Chris Rabey, Bridget
Bridgman, and Richard Lucy, we wish you
a very Merry Christmas and a safe and
relaxing start to 2022.
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UPDATE

UPDATE

from the

Monthly update on issues
and projects involving our
community

LIBRARY

NEXT MEETING – Tuesday 8 February 2022 at 7.30pm
Brooklyn Community Centre, 18 Harrison Street
Come and have your say

Regular visitors to the library will have
noticed two new staff members have
joined Qiyu behind the counter. Both
Diana and El have recently transferred
from Te Awe library and bring with
them a wealth of experience as Library
Assistants (or Team Member Customer
Service – libraries, as we’re obliged to
refer to ourselves these days). They’re
both eager to meet the community and
assist their patrons in any way they
can, so do drop in and say hello.
One of their first tasks was to
withdraw old stock, so if you’re
looking for a bargain come and help
yourselves to a large selection of
children’s and adults’ books for sale –
three for a dollar. Any cheaper than
that and we’d be giving them away.
They’ve also put together a new
display show-casing New Zealand
authors for those of you who enjoy a
good yarn spun closer to home.
Christmas will be upon us soon
and whilst it looks unlikely that
Santa will be able to join us for his
traditional story time (sadly, all story
time sessions are on hold while we
remain at Level 2, and that applies
even to Santa) the Summer Reading
Adventure is almost here! From 1
December 2021 – 31 January 2022,
we’re inviting all the tamariki on an
adventure — an adventure that will
take them from the safety and comfort
of their bedroom, to locations around
the city, into their back yard, down
to the local library, into the pages
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WCC and Private
Landfills

Council landfill (Southern Landfill) Resource consent extension discussions
will commence early 2022. GBRAI community input will be sought.

Ohiro / Todman /
Cleveland Intersection

WCC have advised that work is planned to be done in March 2022.

WCC Draft District
Plan – open now for
submissions.

The WCC Draft District plan is out for consultation and the plan has huge
ramifications for Greater Brooklyn. Submissions close: 14 December 2021.
The aim of the plan is for intensification@!!@ and higher density. It is a
plan for the next 20 years so it needs to be right. WCC’s DDP will be
impacted by the Government’s amendment to the RMA. The time for
submissions on this bill has passed. It is really important that you have
a look at the plan. There is a good map section where you can enter an
address and see the implications of the council proposals, i.e. 22m high
multi-use buildings in Cleveland Street on both sides of the road.
If you wish to be involved in the GBRAI submission, please contact the
association ASAP. Our email is at the bottom. If you want to make your
own submission and aren’t sure of the process, also contact the association.
https://planningforgrowth.wellington.govt.nz/about/district-plan-review

Community Civil
Defence Container

Progress is being made in installing a Civil Defence container with emergency
supplies for the Brooklyn community, at the Community Centre in Harrison
Street. A site has been selected and plans are being drawn up.

Prince of Wales /
Omāroro Reservoir

Base poured and wall units now in place. Ongoing until 2023
Drone photos: https://roundme.com/tour/648421/view/2210914
Project Information www.wellingtonwater.co.nz/omaroro/
And a link to where (some of) the clay has been going!
https://www.wellingtonwater.co.nz/omaroro/news/new-bike-pump-track/

Let’s Get Welly Moving

Also out for consultation is the Let’s Get Welly Moving and the four
major transport infrastructure options they have tabled. This closes
on 8 December: https://hello.lgwm.nz/

Bike Network Plan

The Council is consulting on the draft Bike Network Plan,
see link below to have your say. This closes on 14 December:
https://www.transportprojects.org.nz/current/bikenetwork/

of more than a few books, and back
home again in time for tea.
Along the way, they’ll be reading
books, drawing pictures and maps,
taking videos, completing challenges,
getting out into nature, and maybe
fighting off the odd monster or two
— all in the name of seeing who shall
have the honour of being crowned
Supreme Champion of Words, Books
and Deeds. They’ll also be earning
all kinds of awesome prizes for their
efforts, from collectible badges to
ice-cream vouchers, books, family
experiences and much more!
We’ll soon be unveiling the brand new
Summer Reading Adventure website
and guide for new adventurers, so keep
your eyes out on our website (wcl.
govt.nz/) and on social media for more
information leading up to 1 December!

Email us your ideas, queries or concerns, or to sign up to our newsletter at:
brooklynresidentswellington@gmail.com
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CATS PROTECTION WELLINGTON

UPDATE

SCHOOL NEWS
The end of the year is fast approaching, and although it’s more subdued
than most years due to upcoming
changes in Covid restrictions causing uncertainty, our schools are still
looking forward to some fun end of
year activities. St Bernard’s are preparing for their Nativity, and farewell celebrations are being planned
for the Year Eight students who are
moving onto college next year. This
year all our schools finish for the
year on Thursday 16 December, with
the new school year commencing in
the first week of February.
Julie Seevens

Katie Underwood
Licensed Residential Sales Consultant | Leaders Real Estate City Limited (REA Act 2008)

THE QUIET ACHIEVER

“Would you

like to know
how much your
house is worth?
It would be
my pleasure to
offer you a free
appraisal.

”

Contact me on:
m: 027 248 2061
t: 04 894 3717
e: katie.underwood
@raywhite.com
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CONTACT US
Hall Hire and General Enquiries:
coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz
Childcare Programmes:
childcare@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz
Accounts:
accounts@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz
Manager:
manager@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz
Tattler:
tattler@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz
Market:
market@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz
Main Office: 04 384 6799
Childcare Office: 04 385 0089

KEEP YOUR CATS
SUN-SAFE THIS
SUMMER
While we’re slapping on our own
sunscreen and hats, we also need to
protect our pets from the harsh New
Zealand sunlight.
Cats are just as susceptible to skin cancers as we are, especially those with pale
or white colouring. Many people don’t
realise that a layer of fur is not always
protection against harmful UV rays.
At CPW, we often see cats come
through who have lost ears due to
cancers; and noses are also vulnerable
to melanomas. We also find cats with
melanomas that have been missed and
need to be treated immediately, before
the cancer becomes fatal.
The simplest preventative for cats who
spend time outdoors is special sunscreen for cats, which you can pick up
from your vet for an affordable price.
Don’t use human sunscreen, as it can
be toxic to them if they lick it off.
It’s also good to make sure they’re not
falling asleep and spending too long in
direct sunlight – whether inside or out.
If the day is especially hot, you might
want to encourage them to stay indoors
as heatstroke can also affect cats.
Keep a careful watch on your cat for
moles or small, dark, lesions appearing
on ears, nose or face, and any changes
in their skin colour or texture. Bosco,
pictured, has tell-tale signs all over his
face and ears. If these are caught early
enough, it’s simple enough for the vet
to treat. Typically, small lesions will

be treated with cryotherapy, which
uses liquid nitrogen to remove any affected skin. Where cancers are further
advanced, it’s common for part or all
of the cat’s ears to be removed, which
can affect their hearing as well.
Don’t take the risk – protect your
cats from the sun this summer with
sunscreen, and encourage them to
nap in the shade.
Find out more about Bosco at catsprotectionwellington.org.nz, and call
CPW for an appointment on 04 389
9668 if you would like to meet him.
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram
and YouTube for pictures, stories and
videos of cats in our shelter.
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UPDATE

LOCAL GROUP
Brooklyn Food Group - contribution to improving access: steps, paths & garden beds
Brooklyn School - picture books, Feuerstein
Enrichment Programme resources & laser
cutter
Brooklyn Toy Library Trust - carpeting of
concrete floor & purchase of toys

brooklynresourcecentre@gmail.com
Trustees of The BRC Charitable Trust met last
month to allocate funding for its second distribution of grants in the local community this
year. Requests were received from educational
institutions and various other groups. Applicants should have received notification of an
outcome by early December.
We are pleased to announce the following
organisations/groups received funding for
these specific projects:

Greater Brooklyn Residents Association contribution to groundwork/concreting of
Civil Defence container
St Bernard’s School - outdoor water fountain
Our next round of funding will occur in March
2022. Applications will open on 1 March and
close on 31 March. Any not-for-profit community organisation, group or incorporated charity
that provides an activity, programme or service
for the benefit of people in the wider Brooklyn
area can apply (with a maximum funding of
$5,000 for each project).
The BRC Charitable Trust

ST JOHN
BROOKLYN
YOUTH DIVISION
Its hard to believe that this year is
almost over and that 2022 is on the
horizon, where has the year gone?

For further information please contact Karen Don on 0274046343

St John Youth has been busy during
the past 12 months but unfortunately,
due to Covid, some of the planned
events needed to be cancelled which
was disappointing. Hopefully they may
go ahead again in 2022. The energetic
Leaders have worked very closely with
the parents and cadets in making 2021
a successful and exciting year, thank you
to all involved in the programme.

Belonging to the Cadet programme
develops leadership and decisionmaking skills, grows a powerful sense
of responsibility, builds self-esteem,
and encourages a caring attitude to
the environment and community.

Prizegiving is an exciting time for all
concerned, it is a time in November
when the efforts of the cadets is acknowledged and parents can celebrate
the achievements of their child as they
receive their certificates and awards.
Congratulations to all concerned.
The membership numbers in the cadets
has grown over the past year which is
very encouraging for not only Brooklyn,
but St John Youth in particular. If you
are interested in St John Youth there are
two programmes available.
Penguin programme for 6 to 8 year olds
Our Penguin Programme is headed by
Primo the Penguin, a mascot who makes
sure everyone’s having a good time.
Children meet once a week during the
school term to learn basic first aid and
other practical life skills. The programme
encourages common sense, honesty, selfcontrol, courage and a sense of fair-play.
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Cadet programme for 8-18 year-olds

Cadets also receive training in first
aid and emergency skills. Cadets
meet once a week during the school
term. All cadets participate in the
‘Grand Prior’s Award Scheme’, where
they work towards badges in various subjects. There’s a wide range of
courses to choose from - some are
compulsory, others can be selected
to reflect personal interests.
For further information please contact Ross Young on 0212640440.
The best way to ask any questions or
to find out what cool and exciting
stuff we do in the Brooklyn youth
programme is to come along and
see us in action. We welcome parents and prospective new members
to come along and check us out.
Remember, we meet during school
terms; come along, you are most
welcome.
Have a safe and Happy Christmas
from the Brooklyn Team of St John
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LOCAL CLUB

TURBINE
TOASTMASTERS
A club is only as good as its members. Being
tucked-away in this green, hilly and (somewhat)
windy little oasis that is Brooklyn, Turbine
Talkers is lucky to attract a diverse membership,
reflective of Brooklyn’s eclectic mix of people.
2021 (following on from its prequel 2020) has,
for Kiwis, Brooklynites, and Turbinites, taught
us the importance of community and community resilience. In the past 12 months we’ve lost
members, gained members, shifted venues from
St. Matthew’s church on Washington Ave to the
Reformed Church on Harrison Street, shifted
venues again from the Reformed Church to
Zoom, and finally all gathered together in real
life again to see off the rest of the year.
Hardiness has been needed by all of us, but
as we look towards a Covid endemic New
Zealand, the soft and hard skills of communication, understanding, and relationshipbuilding that Toastmasters fosters will be
needed more than ever.
We saw those skills on display, together with a
healthy dose of laughter, in our recent humor-

UPDATE
ous and evaluation contests, which was won
by Gayle and Viv respectively. Viv spoke about
keeping one’s sense of humour with aging with
her speech “Wrinkles in all the right places”,
while Gayle cut her teeth at evaluating a speechthe competition was tough, but so much fun.
Whilst the holiday period provides us with
a good opportunity to pause and reflect on
the year that has been, it’s also a great time to
look ahead. For Turbine Talkers, this means
celebrating our 25th anniversary of developing
Brooklynite’s public speaking and communication skills in March. There’ll also be more
speech contests, more laughter and connections,
and – hopefully - no more venue changes.
Our first meeting of the year, which will be
on Tuesday 1 February 2022, is a fantastic
opportunity for anyone who has looked ahead
to their New Year’s resolutions and decided that
they’d like to work on their confidence, public
speaking, or communication skills. We would
love to see you there!
Turbine Talkers Toastmasters meets at 7.15
pm on the first, third, and (where they exist),
fifth Tuesday of each month at the Reformed
Church, 34 Harrison St, Brooklyn. Contact
Sam on 022 436 8715 for more info.

friends of

CENTRAL PARK
The Puawananga (New Zealand Clematis)
have finished flowering and the Renga
Renga are out in force – which means it’s
summertime and we’re on the downward
slide to the end of the year. It might be
a year that some of us are glad to see the
back of. Yet in Central Park, we’ve had our
share of magic moments. We’ve seen the
addition of the Hardy family’s beautiful
concrete spheres next to Moturoa Stream
and braved the deep dark of winter evenings to visit the glow worms. Recently we
‘freed’ shrubs and trees that we’d planted
at previous working bees from their
weedy neighbours. Most of our plants had
survived. Nice! Whatever craziness is happening in our own lives, Central Park just
keeps on growing.
If you’re looking for a new activity in 2022
make us your New Year’s resolution! See
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the details of our working bees below.
Bring your own gloves and mug. On Sundays, we supply coffee and morning tea.
We’d love your help.
Until then, we wish you a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.
Next working bees
Thursday – Every second Thursday of the
month between 10am – 12pm Meet at
the playground.
Sunday – Last Sunday of the month between 10am – 12.30pm See the following
for details
Check https://www.meetup.com/upstream/
for confirmation of working bees.
Contact Lynne at all.whites@xtra.co.nz
Everyone welcome!
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9 AM PILATES
10:30 - 11:30 AM FELDENKRAIS

WEDNESDAY

TUESDAY

6 - 7:30 PM BROWNIES
TABLE
9 AM - 12 PM
TENNIS
6:30 - 8 PM

ST JOHN
CADETS

10 - 11 AM FELDENKRAIS
FAMILY FIT
5:30 - 6:15 PM
KARATE
7:30 - 8 PM GET FIT FAST

Contact Faye Tohbyn on 022 054 2369 or
fayetohbyn@gmail.com
Improve your movement, posture &
breathing. Contact Toni McWhinnie on
475 3355 or email temcwhinnie@gmail.com

WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY

Contact Adam Hendry, Childcare
Programme Manager.
Phone 385 0089 or email childcare@
brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz.

Contact Margaret 389 3028
or email marrexj@gmail.com

Open to all ages and ability. Tables, bats
and balls provided. Contact Philip on 934
7445 or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com
During school terms. For details contact
Ross Young on 021 264 0440 or email
ross.young@stjohn.org.nz

Contact Toni McWhinnie on 475 3355
or email temcwhinnie@gmail.com
Beginners Karate (5+ years). Contact
Patricia Reilly on 027 297 6049 or 383
9371. Email: preilly64@gmail.com
Online: www.familyfitkarate.co.nz
Cardio & Core strength workout (12+ years).
Contact Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.

8 PM
10 AM - 12 PM

TABLE
TENNIS
CRAFT
CONNECTIONS

10 - 11:30 AM KANGATRAINING
5 - 6:30 PM KARATE
6:30 - 7:30 PM TAI CHI

Inquiries Philip on 934 7445
or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com.

Fortnightly crafters social group. Contact
Louise email: louisebrockway.nz@gmail.com
Post natal classes for new mums and their
babies with Hannah Foley.
Email hannah@kangatraining.co.nz
Contact Patricia Reilly 027 297 6049.
Email: preilly64@gmail.com
Contact Ferne on 389 1433 or email:
ferne.david@xtra. co.nz

9 & 10 AM PILATES

Contact Faye Tohbyn on 022 054
2369 or email: fayetohbyn@gmail.com

FRIDAY
CIRCLE

Seniors Social Group, meets weekly
for light lunch and activities. Contact
Euan Harris, details at bottom of page

11 AM - 2 PM

DANCE CLASSES
9 - 10 AM FOR CHILDREN

SATURDAY

BEFORE SCHOOL CHILDCARE
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMMES
HOLIDAY

SUNDAY

MONDAY

WEEKDAYS

BROOKLYN COMMUNITY CENTRE
18 Harrison Street

FRIDAY

what’s on at your

Email: info@db4dance.co.nz
or view online at www.db4dance.co.nz

10:30 AM VINYASA
YOGA

All levels welcome. Koha. BYO mat.
Email: jetbluenz5@gmail.com. See Jenn’s
updates on Facebook at ‘Blue Ocean Yoga’.

12 - 4 PM QUARTERLY
MARKETS

The Brooklyn Market on Saturday 11
December has been cancelled due to the
Orange Traffic light vaccine pass requirements
of the Covid-19 Protection Framework.

BALLROOM &
5 - 7 PM LATIN DANCE
CLASSES

Have a great time connecting with the
community while learning to dance.
Newcomers 5-6pm. Intermediates 6 - 7pm.
Contact Nick. Email: nicklhill80@gmail.com

10 AM - 12 PM

EKKAALLAM
CHURCH

Tamil Christian worship and service.
Contact Robert tec.wgtn@gmail.com
or 027 858 9916

5:30 - 7:30 PM

FAMILY FIT
KARATE

Contact Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.

To book Brooklyn Community Centre for classes, groups or events contact
Euan Harris on 384 6799 or coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

UPDATE

VOGELMORN
PRECINCT

vogelmornbc@gmail.com
https://vogelmorn.nz/
Working Bee - Tree Planting
& Precinct Upkeep
Saturday 4 December, from 9am-11am at Vogelmorn Green
It’s the perfect time of year to get your hands
into the soil and plant some trees! Join us on
the morning of 4 December to give some love
to help us plant some trees at the front of the
green. This is a great opportunity to give back
to the Vogelmorn Community, to get to know
some other locals/frequenters of the precinct,
and to learn a bit more about gardening.
As an added bonus, we’ll be providing some snacks
and a cuppa for when we wrap up with our mahi.

UPDATE
week, we enjoy hosting our own events as
well. We have loved running our acoustic
gigs and creative evenings, as well as
our monthly community potlucks. Our
relationship with Brooklyn Anglicans has
enhanced the work and connections that
we have been able to make within the
wider community as well.

Brooklyn) or 241 Ohiro Rd, Brooklyn. The gifts
will then be available to purchase at the community gathering for a gold coin donation, with
all proceeds donated to the Wellington Women’s
Refuge. Bring a plate of food and some drinks to
share (or not) or just swing by to relax with your
community. Entry is koha, all are welcome.

TWO TODMAN

BYO Vinyl Night
Sunday 12 December, from 5pm, upper space at
Vogelmorn Bowling Club

Some of the high points for me personally
this year have been when I have felt
known, and when I have been a part of
making others feel known. To feel known
and like you belong is a great mark of
As we come to the end of 2021, we
success for a community. We are so grateful
have much to be thankful for. Our cofor the input and support we have received
working office has been used by local
remote workers, and our community space from the Brooklyn community this year,
and we look forward to doing it all again
has been hired and used by many local
in the next! Two Todman will be taking a
groups. Our op-shop has been run by
local volunteers and the proceeds have gone break for the first few weeks in January; if
you would like to get in touch before then
back into local community projects. We
please feel free to email us at two.todman@
have supported four community groups
gmail.com. Wishing you a safe and special
this year including, The Freestore,
Christmas season from our team.
Brooklyn Scouts, Brooklyn Kindergarten
and Friends of Central Park. We have
Ngā mihi nui
been able to give away roughly
Alex Powell
$10,000 across these groups.
P.S. Be sure to keep your eyes peeled on
While our space is used by many
our
window front come 1 December!
individuals and groups throughout the

On 12 December we will be hosting our weekly
BYO Vinyl Night, upstairs in the former Bowling
Club. Come by from 5pm, bring your favourite
records and share them with our community!
The bar will be open with drinks and snacks
available for purchase. All are welcome and entry
is free; those under 18 will need to be accompanied by a legal guardian. We can’t wait to see
you there and to learn about what kind of tunes
you’ve been listening to!

Two Todman Neighbours Place is here
to see Brooklyn thrive! We desire to be
a place that enables a connected and
resilient neighbourhood as we live, work,
and play together. All that we do is centred
around being local and present to our
neighbourhood. The team live locally and
thoroughly enjoy getting to know others
who call Brooklyn home.

Vogelmorn’s End-of-Year Gathering!
Sunday 12 December, from 11am-3pm at Vogelmorn Precinct
On Sunday 12 December we will be holding an
end-of-year get together for the community. We
will share kai, have the pizza oven going (weather
permitting), play games, and enjoy some music!
At the gathering we will have a re-gifting party.
This will be a chance to turn your quality, unloved
goods into someone’s Christmas dream. Facilitated
by Elissa Jordan, donations are now welcome to
be dropped off at either of the following locations;
Vogelmorn Bowling Club (93 Mornington Road,
14  DECEMBER 2021 BROOKLYN TATTLER
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THEN AND NOW

THEN AND NOW

The top photo of St Bernard’s Catholic Church was taken in 1978. During 1982 the front
of the Church was extended, with the construction of a meeting room by local builder
Michael O’Hagan and his apprentice Dominic Delaney. This year St Bernard’s held their
final mass on 18 April and the Church will be sold by tender on 9 December.

The top photo was taken in 1980 when the building at 199 Ohiro Road was a popular dairy next to
the Penthouse Cinema. Look closely and you can see a Weyburne Real Estate auction sign attached
to the front. Over the years the building has been remodeled for a variety of different tenants, and is
now home to the Brooklyn Deli who opened their Austrian Bakery and Café in 2014.

Top photo credit: Charles Fearnley, source; Wellington City Libraries Ref: 50003-170

Top photo Credit: Charles Fearnley, source; Wellington City Libraries Ref: 50003-148

2021 photo credit: Euan Harris

2021 photo credit: Euan Harris
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AGE CONCERN WELLINGTON

UPDATE

AGE CONCERN CHRISTMAS APPEAL
There are 12,315 seniors in the Wellington
Region living alone. Some seniors have
no family and no one to talk to. We
have more than 320 amazing Age
Concern volunteers reaching seniors
across the Wellington Region, and
together we are now impacting more
than 750 seniors with high quality
programmes and services each week.
We currently receive about half
our funding from central and local
Government including the Wellington
City, Hutt City, and Upper Hutt City
Councils. To make up the rest, we
receive grants from organisations such
as The Wellington Community Trust,
the TG Macarthy Trust and others. But
it’s not quite enough.
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That’s why we’ve launched our first
ever Christmas appeal. You may have
read about it in the Dominion Post
or another local paper in the past
couple of weeks, or heard about it on
the radio. We’re telling everyone we
can about the wonderful work our
volunteers and staff are doing.
I wanted to bring your attention to our
appeal, and give you the opportunity, if
you’re able, to support us in this way.
Thank you for your time
and your kindness!
Stephen Opie
CEO

friends of

OWHIRO STREAM
Last month, I wrote that our November
working bee would be the last for the year.
But no, some of our more enthusiastic
members don’t know when to stop!
Couldn’t we have one more, to just finish
off what we have started here? So, on
Saturday 4 December we are planning a
‘mini’ working bee, to be followed by a
barbeque/picnic at our favourite working
spot, by Sue Thorley’s memorial seat, south
of Jamieson’s Towing. All weather and
Covid dependent, of course.
Anyone who has a garden, or who works
on restoration sites, will know there is no
such thing as ‘finishing off’, no sooner have
you got one spot under control, then you
will see something else out of the corner of
your eye that needs attention, and before
you know it you have embarked on another
whole new project. But, as the well known
bible verses say, there is a time to reap, and
a time to sow; and December is a time to
pause for a bit, reflect on the past year, and

spend what is these days known as ‘quality
time’ with friends and family.
So, looking back over the year, what do
we feel about it? In some respects, we have
to admit to not achieving as much as we
would have liked to, in the way of planting
and weed control. Gatherings have been
disrupted by Covid - and sometimes the
weather. Working bees have been smaller,
possibly because people are wary of large
gatherings. On the other hand, Martin has
been a tireless advocate for the stream and
catchment, for which work he received an
Absolutely Positively Wellington award .
Currently, he is working, alongside other
community members, debating with WCC
on the future development of the landfill,
and is optimistic they may have some
influence on the decisions.
Janet Campbell
for Friends of Owhiro Stream
email owhirosteam@gmail.com
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HISTORY

UPDATE

WW2
RATIONING
Previous generations had great
difficulty in feeding their families.
The Second World War came on the
heels of the Great Depression that had
seen many parents out of work and
really struggling to put food on the
table. Things had improved somewhat
by 1937/38 but then 1939 saw our
country at war and ‘the war effort’ and
‘Food for Britain’ became the catch
words and gradually, rationing began.
Petrol was the first commodity to be
rationed in 1939. The allowance was
10 gallons(45 litres) a month, and
half that for motorcyclists. Ration
books were printed to make sure
everybody received only the amount
they were entitled to.
Gradually, most of the other
necessities of life were rationed and
you didn’t go anywhere without your
ration book. Sugar rationing began
in 1942, butter in 1943 and meat
in 1944. Each person was allowed 8
ounces (227grams) of butter, 6 ounces
(170gm) of sugar, 2 ounces (57gm)
of tea, and 2 1/2 pounds (1.13kg)
of meat each week. The number of
coupons varied with the quality of
the meat - good steak used a lot of
coupons, cheap mince not so many.
In a restaurant, coupons were handed
over when a meat dish was ordered - if
the ration books had been forgotten,
diners had to make do with fish of
poultry which were coupon-free.
Cream was unavailable, but most
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Visit us at
www.tvf.org.nz

people poured the ‘top milk’ off the
top of the glass milk bottle, added a
little sugar, and whipped that up to
top the daily pudding.
Families used to buy mutton bones
to boil up for soup, leave the fat to
harden on top of the bones, and with
water, use it as shortening to make
biscuits instead of butter. A lot of
mothers made cinnamon biscuits to
disguise the fatty taste. There was
a shortage of eggs and many people
preserved eggs either using something
called Isinglass or by covering
them with a greasy substance called
Ovoline. The eggs were stored in a
wooden box with air holes and you
were always careful to break eggs for
cooking into a cup first, just in case
the egg had gone off.
Each person was allocated 26 coupons
for clothing every six months. A
full length coat usually of wool
Gabardine or herringbone tweed
took 12 coupons, a gym frock four,
and a blouse four. The coupons also
had to be used for household linen.
Women were issued with a special
page of coupons for one pair of fully
fashioned silk stockings every 6
months. Runs in these were a disaster
and had to be mended by hand. Lisle
or rayon stockings took two coupons.
Nylon stockings didn’t arrive in NZ
till after the war unless the American
servicemen brought them in.
Chris Rabey

The Vogelmorn Foundation has
commenced distributing funds to
local organisations and individuals.

For more information or to apply for
funding please visit our website.
Applications MUST be made online.
PO Box 14-330, Kilbirnie
Wellington, 6022
admin@tvf.org.nz

From all of us at the

Brooklyn Community Centre
we wish you and your whanau a very

Merry Christmas
& a happy, peaceful 2022

P

04 384 6799

A

18 Harrison Street

W

brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

BROOKLYN
HUB
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COMMUNITY GROUPS

COMMUNITY GROUPS
BROOKLYN BROWNIES,
GUIDES AND PIPPINS
brooklyn.brownies@gmail.com
Pippins
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049
Brownies
Margaret Jones 389 3028
Brooklyn Guides
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049
BROOKLYN FOOD GROUP
Local food and
community. Working
bees held weekly on
Monday evenings from
5:30pm to sunset at
the Brooklyn Orchard,
end of Harrison St.
thebrooklynfoodgroup@
gmail.com or
www.facebook.com/
BrooklynFoodGroupNZ
BROOKLYN GARDEN CLUB
Meets 1st Wednesday
7:30pm from March to
October. New members
and visitors welcome.
Contact Ruth Jeffery on
027 430 0964 or email:
ruthjeffery2@gmail.com
GECKOS HOCKEY CLUB
Years 1-4 and new
entrants Fridays 4pm5:15pm. Years 5-8
Tuesdays 4:15pm-5:15pm.
Tanera Park Bowling
Club astro turf. Just turn
up on practice day http://
brooklyngeckoshockey.
weebly.com. Come and
join us for free summer
hockey training.

BROOKLYN LOCAL HISTORY available. Find out more
at www.brooklynscouts.
GROUP
org.nz
or contact David
Next meeting during
Thornburrow
on groupFebruary 2022 in the
leader@brooklynscouts.org.nz
Brooklyn Library. Date TBA.
Contact Sharon Macintyre
BROOKLYN SMALLBORE
027 634 4455 or 388 8088
RIFLE CLUB Ages 14+
sharonmacintyre42@gmail. Sundays 6.30pm-8pm midcom or Chris Rabey 384
March to early October at
9293 ships.pubs@gmail.
the Royal Tiger Range, 131
Russell Terrace, Newtown.
com for more information
BROOKLYN MAINLY MUSIC To join contact Dianne
Fun affordable 30 minutes, Grain on 0274 449 641
d.grain@xtra.co.nz
for parents or care givers
www.bsrc.org.nz
to enjoy with their preschooler(s). Morning Tea
BROOKLYN TABLE TENNIS
provided.
9am-12pm Tuesdays and
Wellington Reformed
8pm Wednesdays at
Church 34 Harrison St.
Brooklyn Community
Rachel 022 407 9652
Centre. We welcome new
members of all ages and
BROOKLYN NORTHERN UNITED
ability. Tables, bats and
JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
balls provided. Phone
First kicks enrolments open
Philip on 934 7445.
throughout the season.
BROOKLYN TOY LIBRARY
Email enquiries to info@
The Toy Library is based
bnujfc.co.nz or visit us
online at www.bnujfc.co.nz in the Vogelmorn Precinct
at 93 Mornington Road.
BROOKLYN PLAYGROUP
You’ll find us immediately
Fun group for parents &
to the right-hand side as
caregivers with preschool
you enter the main gate
children. Meets Tuesdays
on Mornington Road. We
and Thursdays 9:30-11:30am have a fantastic range of toys
during the school term at the for children aged 0-7 years
Korean Church - 184 Ohiro
available to hire. Find us on
Road. Turn up on the day.
Facebook or visit our website:
brooklyntoylibrary.org.nz
BROOKLYN SCOUTS
Scout Hall, Harrison St.
BROOKLYN WALKERS
Scouting is for boys and girls
Meet Monday mornings
who love adventure.
(except public holidays)
Keas 5-7 yrs, Cubs 7-11yrs,
outside Brooklyn Library.
Scouts 11-14yrs, Venturers
Phone Susannah 384
14-18yrs. Financial Support
7412 or Clare 384 9054.

22  DECEMBER 2021 BROOKLYN TATTLER

6 December – Pencarrow
walk. Catch 9:03 No 7
bus, then 9:47 No 83 to
Eastbourne.
13 December – Christmas
lunch.
20 December – Waikanae
Beach to Waikanae. Catch
8:33 No 7 bus, then 9:13
train.
27 December & 3 January –
Holiday break.
10 January – Southgate,
Mt Albert, Zoo, Newtown,
City. Catch 9:30 No 29 bus.
BROOKLYN JUNIOR CRICKET
CLUB At the old Wellington
Bowling Club, Tanera
Crescent, Brooklyn. More
details online at
www.bjcc.co.nz
FRIENDS OF OWHIRO
STREAM Working bees
on the second Saturday
of the month 10am12:30pm. Contact Martin
on 389 8995 or email:
owhirostream@gmail.com
PREDATOR FREE BROOKLYN
Hello Kaka, goodbye
rats! We’re looking for
volunteers to host traps
on their properties. If
you’d like to help email
predatorfreebrooklyn@gmail.
com
RATA PLAYGROUP Calm
and nurturing place for
babies and toddlers 0-3
years to explore, learn and
socialise with a parent or

family member. Morning
sessions available at Capital
Montessori, Camrose Grove,
Kingston.
montessori.school.nz/playgroup
or email
rata@montessori.school.nz

morning tea and contribute to
the care of Central Park. We
also have a working bee from
10am-12pm on the second
Thursday of the month.
Contact Celia Murphy at
celia.r.murphy@gmail.com

THE KUNG FU SCHOOL
Learn Shaolin Kung Fu for
self defense and functional
fitness. Wellington Swords
Club Building, 2 Tanera
Crescent, Brooklyn.
Contact Rob Young on 021
408 521 or
wellington@shaolinkungfu.co.nz
www.shaolinkungfu.co.nz

SCRABBLE WELLINGTON
Club nights every Wednesday
from 7pm in the cafe area
upstairs at the former Vogelmorn
Bowling Club, 93 Mornington
Road. All abilities welcome!
First night free, otherwise $5/
night. Contact Nick Ascroft for
more information. Email: nick_
ascroft@hotmail.com or phone/
text 022 675 1399.

ST JOHN PENGUIN AND
YOUTH DIVISION
Penguin Program 6-8 yrs.
Karen Don 027 404 6343
Youth Division 8-18 yrs.
Ross Young 021 264 0440
www.stjohn.org.nz
TURBINE TALKERS
TOASTMASTERS CLUB Your
local chapter of Toastmasters
International. Tuesdays
7:15pm-9:15pm fortnightly
at the Reformed Church on
Harrison St.
Sam Day 022 436 8715,
Sylvie 022 197 3610
turbine@toastmasters.org.nz
http://6879.toastmastersclubs.org
UPSTREAM – FRIENDS OF
CENTRAL PARK Working
Bees from 10am-12:30pm on
the last Sunday of the month.
Contact Lynne White at all.
whites@xtra.co.nz Come
along for great conversations,
meet new people, delicious

VOGELMORN TENNIS CLUB
Welcomes players of
all ages and abilities. Join
our social, family-friendly
club. Club days, competitive
play, professional coaching.
vogelmorntennisclub.com
call in, or email
secretary1vtc@gmail.com
WELLINGTON SWORDS
CLUB By the Tanera Park
bowling greens off Tanera
Crescent. Contact Vicci
Lamb - Head Coach. Phone
970 7496 or email: bishop.
lamb@pistingaround.com
EVERY GIRLS’ & BOYS’
RALLY Thursdays during
school terms from 7pm8:30pm at Ridgeway
Christian Youth Centre, 117
The Ridgeway, Mornington
for ages 8 - 12. Contact
Evan Tyler 027 274 2631 or
evanandrebecca@gmail.com
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