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with the ever popular Party Day.  Before and 
After School Care has now commenced for 
the term; we have spaces available every day for 
Before School Care and limited spaces for After 
School Care so contact Adam at childcare@
brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz to discuss any 
childcare needs you may have. 

Covid RATs Tests  
We have signed up to be a distribution hub 
of free RATs tests and masks to the local 
community and are currently waiting to find 
out when we can expect delivery of them.  Once 
here, they will be available to anyone, with no 
record keeping or personal information required. 
This is a resource for people to prepare their 
household, not a resource to access if sick so 
please don’t come to the centre if you are showing 
symptoms of Covid 19. 

75th Anniversary 
The 75th anniversary of the Brooklyn 
Community Association (BCA) is fast 
approaching and we are looking at celebrating 
it alongside our next market on Saturday 17 
September.  The BCA was set up in 1947 and 
has been running the Brooklyn Community 
Centre since 1949.  Unlike most community 
centre buildings, Brooklyn’s is owned by the 
community (BCA) not Wellington City 
Council, so we are truly “locally owned and 
operated”.  As part of the commemorations 
there will be a photo board display of the BCA 
through the years here at the Community 
Centre.  More information will be in next 
month’s Tattler. 

Pilates with Faye Tohbyn 
Every Monday and Friday morning from 
9am during school terms, Faye Tohbyn runs 
her popular Pilates classes in the Community 
Centre hall. Her 50-minute sessions focus on 
engaging the mind in the body. Classes may 
incorporate classical or traditional practices along 
with a variety of exercises and movements from 

Hello and welcome to the August edition of the 
Brooklyn Tattler.  Next month is the second of 
our twice-yearly home delivered editions so be 
sure to check your letterbox for a copy. 

Tetra Pak Collections 
As advised in last month’s Tattler, we have a 
collection bin in the foyer of the Community 
Centre for all Tetra Pak type cartons.  We 
have received new instructions now on how 
to prepare them ready for recycling – see the 
article on page 5 for details. 

Playground Update 
The renewal of the Harrison Street playground 
here at the Community Centre is  now well 
underway and should hopefully be finished by 
the end of the month.  The old equipment has 
been taken away with some of the tunnels and 
slides finding new homes, and the ground is 
now being prepared for the installation of the 
new equipment. View progress photos on page 
9. It is great to see some of the drainage issues 
we have had here being worked on as part of the 
works and we have been impressed by the work 
ethic of the team who haven’t stopped working, 
even in the consistent rain. We are excited to see 
the end result and are looking forward to seeing 
the children enjoying the playground again. 

Childcare 
The recent Holiday Programme was a great 
success, despite the fact we had no playground.  
Adam and the team kept everyone occupied 
with lots of fun activities and trips to the 
Penthouse and Laser Force, and topped it off 

BROOKLYN COMMUNITY CENTRE  
PHONE 384 6799

 COMMUNITY 
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from the different workout styles. Pilates is a form of low 
impact exercise that focuses on core engagement, 
strength building, alignment awareness, flexibility 
and mobility for everyday living and a greater 
sense of well-being. Bring a yoga or Pilates mat 
and wear comfortable clothing. For more details 
contact Faye at fayetohbyn@gmail.com or 
phone/text 022 054 2369. 

Planting by the Moon Workshop 
On Saturday 27 August there will be a planting 
by the moon workshop here at the Community 
Centre hosted by Monique Macfarlane. 
Amongst other topics the workshop will include: 
Understanding Lunar Phases; How to use a 
Lunar Wheel; Rhythms of the Biodynamic 
Calendar; Astrological ‘Best Days’; and  Maori 
Maramataka.  For more information and to book 
go to  https://events.humanitix.com/planting-by-
the-moon-27aug22 

Have a great month 

Julie and Euan
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August 2022 copy due no later than 
5pm Tuesday 23 August
Email your contribution to
tattler@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Brooklyn Tattler is published by the 
Brooklyn Community Association Inc.  
18 Harrison Street, Brooklyn. Association 
members accept no liability for the 
contents which have been prepared in 
good faith. Printed by Pivotal.

This month’s cover photo is of 
the Ridgway School Opening 
Celebration held on 25 July. 
Minister of Education Chris 
Hipkins is speaking and 
Principal Kathryn Smith is 
seated to the right. 

Photo Credit:  Euan Harris 

CONTACT US
Hall Hire and General Enquiries: 
coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Childcare Programmes:  
childcare@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Accounts:  
accounts@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Manager:  
manager@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Tattler:  
tattler@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Market:  
market@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Main Office:  04 384 6799

Childcare Office: 04 385 0089



TETRA PAK 
RECYCLING
As you may already know, we now 
have a collection bin for Liquid 
Paper board cartons aka Tetra Paks. 
This is located in the foyer of the 
Brooklyn Community Centre at 
18 Harrison Street.  This will be 
available between 7.30am and 6pm 
weekdays, and any other time the 
centre is open, for drop-offs.  

The cartons need to be rinsed, cut 
open, flattened and have their lids on 
(see images below). This has changed 
from the original instructions after we 
received advice from Tetra Pak NZ. 
Doing this is a bit of extra work but 
it means they don’t smell when stored, 
they pack densely in a cardboard box, 
and they make the best saveBOARD. 

All Liquid Paper board cartons are 
accepted not just Tetra Pak branded 
ones. These containers are recycled 
into saveBOARD, a building 
material. WCC do not currently have 
a collection point for these containers 
so the closest drop-off point is at 
EarthLink in Taitā. Collections 
from Brooklyn are transported by 
a commuter who travels daily from 
the Hutt to Wellington City in an 
electric vehicle. 

While taking car loads out from 
Brooklyn isn’t ideal, we are working 
on our options longer term and at 
least it’s keeping this waste out of 
landfill for now.  If you think this is a 
good initiative, please contact WCC 
and let them know you would like 
to have a collection point or pick up 

service here in Wellington. 

For more information about 
saveBOARD check out:  
www.saveboard.nz  

To learn more about the awesome 
waste reduction work EarthLink do: 
www.earthlink.org.nz  

Recycling sits fourth in the waste 
hierarchy: Refuse, reduce, reuse, 
recycle. It’s important to remember 
all of the steps as we work as a 
community to reduce our waste.  

“We don’t need a handful of people 
doing zero waste perfectly. We 
need millions of people doing it 
imperfectly” - Anne Maree Bonneau, 
zero waste chef

Monthly update on issues 
and projects involving our 

community

NEXT MEETING – 20 September at 7:30 pm 
Brooklyn Community Centre, Harrison Street - Come and have your say

Any Local Issues? Let us know if there’s local topics you’d like to see addressed. We are here 
for our local residents. 

Meet the WCC 
Candidates 

GBRAI will host a ‘meet the candidates’ event on 27 September at 7pm at 
the Brooklyn Community Centre. We are fortunate to have great access to 
our current and aspiring politicians. We encourage you to come listen and 
contribute to what will be an informative and probing event.

Ridgway School Great to see that the new Ridgway School building has opened for the new 
term. We wish staff, pupils and parents well with their new seat of learning.

Have your Say 
about your City’s 
Future 

There are several current issues, including the Proposed District Plan (PDP), open for 
contribution at WCC’s engagement website. Go to https://www.letstalk.wellington.
govt.nz/ For details of the PDP:  
https://eplan.wellington.govt.nz/proposed/0/31 WCC is holding a public webinar on 
23 August at 6pm on the PDP.  Submissions on the PDP close on 12 September. 

C&D Landfill – 
Happy Valley 

WCC is considering a new operator for the now closed C&D Landfill which 
operates in Happy Valley – this landfill may potentially reopen. 

WCC Sludge 
Treatment at 
Happy Valley 
Landfill  

The sewage sludge treatment at the WCC landfill, which generates odour in 
the wider Owhiro Bay/Mornington/Brooklyn area, is to be replaced by a new 
treatment plant at Moa Point. This will remove the sludge treatment from the 
area, and also the incentive to receive rubbish in order to process the sludge. For 
more info, see here: https://wellington.govt.nz/your-council/projects/moa-point-
sludge-minimisation-facility 

Cleveland/Todman 
Ohiro Intersection

mprovements to the intersection of Ohiro/Cleveland now scheduled for mid-
September.

Multi-unit 
Dwellings 

Construction is progressing on WCC’s Harrison Street social housing, due for 
completion in November. GBRAI are planning an ‘Open Home’ with WCC 
for locals to view before residents move in. 

Email us your ideas, queries or concerns, or to sign up to our newsletter at:  
brooklynresidentswellington@gmail.com

How to prepare your Used Beverage 

Cartons for recycling at 

2

1
Cut along the 
top and sides of 
the carton
*Note: leave the Cap attached

3 Rinse clean. 
Job done!

Completely 
open up

the carton

save
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Katie Underwood
THE QUIET ACHIEVER

“Would you 
like to know 

how much your 
house is worth? 

It would be 
my pleasure to 
offer you a free 

appraisal.

”
Contact me on:
m: 027 248 2061

t:   04 894 3717

e: katie.underwood
@raywhite.com
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The BRC Charitable Trust holds two funding 
cycles at the same time each year – one in March 
and the other in September.  Applications open at 
the beginning of the month and must be received 
on or before the last the day of the month. We 
are unable to accept requests for funding outside 
of these periods. 

Local groups/organisations can request a grant 
information pack by email which includes a Grant 
Application Form and Guidelines for Applicants. 
The Grant Application Form requires details of 
your group/organisation such as your aims, where 
you meet, how many people are involved and the 

nature of the project or activity you are applying 
for a grant, as well as some other supporting 
information. The Guidelines for Applicants includes 
information on eligibility, funding criteria, the types 
of projects/activity the Trust supports and where to 
send applications. The Trust does not fund under 
some instances - such as for wages, overseas travel or 
retrospective events; that is for activities/projects that 
have already taken place. 

The BRC Charitable Trust has the same allocated 
sum to distribute in the wider Brooklyn Community 
every six months. To ensure a fair distribution there 
is a maximum funding of $5,000 for each project. If 
the Trust receives more applications than the funding 
available, then some groups/organisations may miss 
out or not receive the full amount requested. 

Trustees meet in the month following each funding 
cycle to consider the applications and allocate 
funding. Applicants can expect to hear an outcome 
within six weeks from the date grant applications 
close. Grant applications for the next funding round 
open on 1 September. 

The BRC Charitable Trust 

Planting season 
It’s dark early and cold out. The largest 
magnolia at the main entrance to Central 
Park is flowering. That means it’s the 
perfect time of year to visit the park after 
hours and see the glow worm display. On 
the last weekend in July we held guided 
walks along the Moturoa Stream to point 
out the best spots. 

Right now, the earth in Central Park is 
soggy and the clay is hard. But at our last 
working bee the sun came out and so did 
the spades and grubbers. Planting is not 
for the faint hearted. We need grubbers to 
hack a hole in the earth to plant our hardy 
natives. If you don’t fancy your chances 
with clay and rock, you can always place 
the plants and add soil. 

We planted kowhai. I’d like to tell 
you what else we planted, but I didn’t 
recognise them. Quite small, leaves. That’s 
how skilled you need to be to help out. 
Whatever your knowledge of plants, come 
and have a go at our next working bee. 
BYO mug, we supply morning tea and 
delicious Supreme coffee. 

Next working bee 

Sunday 28 August– Last Sunday of the 
month between 10.00am – 12.30pm 

Check https://www.meetup.com/upstream/ 
for confirmation of working bees. 

Contact Lynne at all.whites@xtra.co.nz  
Everyone welcome!  

brooklynresourcecentre@gmail.com

HHOOMMEE  &&  AABBRROOAADD  

  

  
AN EXHIBITION OF PAINTINGS BY  

JANET CAMPBELL 

@ TWO TODMAN 
SSaattuurrddaayy  AAuugguusstt  2200tthh    --  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  33rrdd  
OOppeenniinngg  FFrriiddaayy  1199tthh    55..0000  --  77..0000  ppmm  
WWeedd  --  FFrrii::  1122..0000  --  44..0000ppmm    SSaatt::  1100....  --  44..0000  ppmm  

CENTRAL PARK
friends of



AROHA LOOKS 
FOR LOVE

CATS PROTECTION WELLINGTON
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While most of our cats are simply waiting for 
someone to come in and fall for their charms, 
some are waiting a bit longer because they 
need an extra-special home. Aroha is one of 
those… 

Her name means love, and this 13 year old lady 
has so much love to give. Aroha came to the Cats 
Protection Wellington shelter after her person 
went into an aged care facility and there was no 
one left who could give her the special care she 
needs. Earlier in her life she had a massive injury 
to her hindquarters which destroyed her tail and 
some of her bowel. Even with surgery, she still has 
some incontinence issues, which is a challenge for 
any caregiver. 

Aroha needs a family who can offer her the 
love and kindness she deserves. We know she 
will return that love in abundance. She’s an 

affectionate, cuddly darling who adores attention 
and just wants to be loved. Due to Aroha’s age 
and medical condition, she’s eligible for our Care 
for Life permanent foster programme. We’ll take 
care of her vet bills if she finds a loving home. 

Is there someone out there who has some aroha 
for our Aroha? We’ll provide support and advice 
for someone who genuinely wants to give her the 
quality of life she deserves. 

There’s more about Aroha at 
catsprotectionwellington.org.nz. Follow us on 
Facebook, Instagram and YouTube for pictures, 
stories and videos of cats in our shelter.

When selling your property  - don't leave anything to chance

Antonella Aspell                                                                                                  Everard Aspell        
0274453088                                                                                                                                                             0274445248
antonella.aspell@raywhite.com                                                                               everard.aspell@raywhite.com

39 Mornington Road

For all your real estate requirements



M
ON

DA
Y PILATES Contact Faye Tohbyn on 022 054 2369 or 

fayetohbyn@gmail.com9 AM

Improve your movement, posture &
breathing. Contact Toni McWhinnie on  
021 1782056 or email  
temcwhinnie@gmail.com

10:30 - 11:30 AM FELDENKRAIS

TU
ES

DA
Y

During school terms. For details contact 
Ross Young on 021 264 0440 or email 
ross.young@stjohn.org.nz

6:30 - 8 PM ST JOHN 
CADETS

W
ED

NE
SD

AY

KARATE
Grasshopper Karate to Advanced Karate 
classes. Book your free trial class. Contact 
Sensei Patricia at www.familyfitkarate.co.nz/
contact or 027 297 6049.

5:30 - 7:30 PM

CARDIO & 
CORE

A 30-mins strength workout for busy people 
like you! Contact Patricia at  
www.familyfitkarate.co.nz/contact or  
027 297 6049.

     7:30 - 8 PM

Contact Adam Hendry, Childcare 
Programme Manager.  
Phone 385 0089 or email childcare@
brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz. 

CHILDCARE 
PROGRAMMES

BEFORE SCHOOL 
AFTER SCHOOL

HOLIDAYW
EE

KD
AY

S
BROOKLYN COMMUNITY CENTRE

18 Harrison Street

what’s on at your

FELDENKRAIS Contact Toni McWhinnie on 021 1782056 
or email temcwhinnie@gmail.com10 - 11 AM

TABLE 
TENNIS

Open to all ages and ability. Tables, bats 
and balls provided. Contact Philip on 934 
7445 or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com

9 AM - 12 PM

Contact Margaret 389 3028  
or email marrexj@gmail.com6 - 7:30 PM BROWNIES

TH
UR

SD
AY

Contact Ferne on 389 1433 or email: 
ferne.david@xtra. co.nz6:30 - 7:30 PM TAI CHI

FR
ID

AY

PILATES Contact Faye Tohbyn on 022 054 
2369 or email: fayetohbyn@gmail.com9 AM

SA
TU

RD
AY

DANCE CLASSES  
FOR CHILDREN

Pre-school fun classes and Ballet & Jazz 
classes for 5 - 8 years. Contact Debbie 
at info@db4dance.co.nz 

9:30 - 11 AM

Next Brooklyn Market on Saturday 17 
September from 12pm to 4pm. Email: 
market@brooklyncommunitycentre.
org.nz to book your stall.

12 - 4 PM QUARTERLY 
MARKETS

SU
ND

AY

EKKAALLAM 
CHURCH

Tamil Christian worship and service. 
Contact Robert tec.wgtn@gmail.com or 
027 858 9916

10 AM - 1 PM

Grasshopper Karate to Advanced Karate 
classes. Contact Sensei Patricia at  
www.familyfitkarate.co.nz/contact or  
027 297 6049.

5 - 7 PM KARATE

To book Brooklyn Community Centre for classes, groups or events contact  
Euan Harris on 384 6799 or coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

11 AM - 2 PM FRIDAY 
CIRCLE

Seniors Social Group, meets weekly 
for light lunch and activities. Contact 
Euan Harris, details at bottom of page

KANGATRAINING
Post natal classes for new mums and their 
babies with Hannah Foley.  
Email hannah@kangatraining.co.nz

10  - 11:30 AM

KARATE
Beginners’ to Advanced Karate classes. 
Contact Sensei Patricia at  
www.familyfitkarate.co.nz/contact or  
027 297 6049.

5 - 6:30 PM

CRAFT 
CONNECTIONS

Fortnightly crafters social group.  Contact 
Louise email: louisebrockway.nz@gmail.com

10 AM  - 12 PM

TABLE 
TENNIS

Inquiries Philip on 934 7445  
or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com.8 PM 

W
ED

NE
SD

AY
BROOKLYN 
ANGLICANS

Our one hour service starts in the hall at 
9:30am. Contact Rev. Scottie Reeve at 
scottie.reeve@gmail.com View online 
www.brooklynanglicans.nz 

9:15 AM



A very dreary day as I write this, but it really is 
a little lighter in the mornings and evenings, 
and the old, huge magnolia stellata at the top 
of Central Park is sprinkled with its white 
stars. Gardening has not really been an option 
lately with the soil so sodden, and not much 
going on at the shade house at the moment. 
Seedlings are just biding their time waiting 
for the spring when they will, hopefully, start 
growing furiously and need re-potting.

Last month I mentioned that FOOS 
was hoping to join with Conservation 
Volunteers NZ (CVNZ) in a combined 
working bee. CVNZ is an organisation 
formed in 2006 who “work in partnership 
with community and with all levels 
of government, non-governmental 
organisations and many of New Zealand’s 
top businesses to tackle a diverse range of 
conservation projects. We bring people 
together to connect with each other and to 
care for the natural places we all cherish.” 
So, on Saturday 6 August, FOOS and the 

Stream Team are joining with CVNZ in 
what we hope will be a massive planting 
effort, concentrated on the areas around 
Murchison Street and the stream banks 
around Owhiro Bay School and Happy 
Valley Park. This will replace the FOOS 
working bee normally held on the second 
Saturday of the month.

Anybody and everybody is welcome; from 
Happy Valley Road, go up Murchison 
Street to the corner of Murchison Street 
and Domanski Crescent where CVNZ will 
be setting up their headquarters. Arrive any 
time after 9am, and wait to be told what to 
do! Planting will continue from about 10am 
until 2.30pm, with a break at 12.30pm for 
lunch and a barbecue, courtesy of CVNZ.

Janet Campbell

for Friends of Owhiro Stream

email owhirosteam@gmail.com
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Visit us at
www.tvf.org.nz

The Vogelmorn Foundation has 
commenced distributing funds to 

local organisations and individuals. 

PO Box 14-330, Kilbirnie
Wellington, 6022

admin@tvf.org.nz

For more information or to apply for 
funding please visit our website. 

Applications MUST be made online.

OWHIRO STREAM
friends of

Brooklyn Community Centre
11am – 2pm Fridays

CONTACT  EUAN FOR DETAILS

SOCIAL GROUP FOR SENIORS

Tea/coffee on arrival

Light lunch

Activities include:  
gentle exercise, guest 
speakers, quizzes,  
bingo and movies

A. 18 Harrison Street, Brooklyn, Wellington 6021, New Zealand
P. 04 384 6799
E. coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz
W. brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
Top of page heading: Local News 
Main heading: A freshen up and splash of colour at Brooklyn Kindergarten.  
Photos supplied (2)  Also, use above logos if space permits 
 
 
Brooklyn Kindergarten were delighted to receive joint funding from the Vogelmorn 
Foundation and Two Todman in November last year. The money has supported the 
kindergarten with the purchasing and fitting of brand-new carpet tiles. These were fitted 
during the Easter holidays, and they look great!  
 
 The tamariki and kaiako alike have been enjoying the splash of colour the new tiles provide 
and this funding has helped ensure the indoor space is freshened up and ready for many 
years of playtime ahead! 
 
The community at Brooklyn Kindergarten would like to say a huge thank you to Vogelmorn 
Foundation and Two Todman for their continued support! Ngā mihi nui.   

Hey Brooklyn and neighbours, 

Did you know that we offer up to 20 hours 
free education for children from two years old? 

There are spaces available now at our beautiful 
whare on the hill, and we have the best view 
in town! All our teachers are qualified and 
registered. We operate a school day, school year 
model (Mon-Fr 8.30am-2.30pm, and closed 
for the school holidays.) We offer a fun, diverse 
and dynamic early childhood education. We 
love being part of our wider community and 
have great connections with our local schools. 
We follow a bi-culturally based curriculum and 
create an inclusive and welcoming environment. 

We learn through play together each and 
every day. 

Please come in and visit us, we would love to 
show you around. 

Contact us on 02 385 7313 
brooklyn@wmkindergartens.org.nz 
Brooklyn Kindergarten | Facebook 



THEN AND NOW
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The top photo was taken in 1980 of the Ridgeway Christian Youth Centre at 117 The Ridgeway, 
opposite Vogelmorn Park. The building is owned by the Vivian Street Gospel Hall and until 
recently was the venue for the Every Girls’ and Boys’ Rally on Thursday evenings.
Top photo credit: Charles Fearnley, source; Wellington City Libraries Ref: 50003-773
2022 photo credit: Euan Harris

The top photo was taken in 1978 when the building at 42 Jefferson Street was a Salvation Army 
Hall. It was sold in 1989 to NZ photographer Grant Sheehan who used it as his photo studio. 
Alan Lowndes bought the building in 2001 and converted the interior for residential living.
Top photo credit: Charles Fearnley, source; Wellington City Libraries Ref: 50003-205
2022 photo credit: Euan Harris



VOGELMORN 
PRECINCT

vogelmornbc@gmail.com
https://vogelmorn.nz/

Rõpū Waiata – Waiata Group Mondays 
from 5pm-6pm | Vogelmorn Upstairs | 
Free Event 
Nāu mai, haere mai ki te rōpū waiata o 
VBC!Join us every Rāhina for our weekly 
waiata. Held in the cosy Upstairs at VBC, 
we’ll come together to learn waiata old 
and new. All are welcome to bring along 
an instrument, some kai, something to 
sip on, or just bring yourself. All reo 
Māori and waiata abilities welcome. 
The atmosphere will be relaxed & the 
company friendly. Karawhiua! 

Local Music and Open Mic Night Friday 19 
August | Vogelmorn Upstairs | 5pm – 10pm 
On the 19th August we are bringing 
back the Vogelmorn Open Mic Nights! 
Known for its emphasis on song writing 
and intimate performances, Vogelmorn are 
excited to open their doors for local talent 
(far and wide) to grace the “upstairs” in an 
evening of song and joy. As we do not have 
a backline at VBC this will be run as a song 
writers night as opposed to a jam night 
(however people are still welcome to play 
together), You will need to provide your 
own instrument. As an added bonus we will 
have some local musicians on board to share 

some of their music with us! “Sign ups” will 
be at the door with our Soundman/Host for 
the evening, Yann Le Dorré. Drinks and kai 
being served from 5pm with performances 
beginning at 6.30pm, so be sure to get in 
early to secure your spot. 

Koha Yoga Classes with Kat Wednesday 
Nights | Vogelmorn Upstairs | 6pm-7pm 
A yoga offering, for an embodied 
exploration of meditation, asana, breath 
and movement designed to find flow in 
the body. Each class will open with a 
small meditation, flow through traditional 
yoga poses and somatic movement 
practices before ending with a generous 
savasana and yoga nidra to allow space 
for rest. Open to everyone . Arrive at 
5.45pm for class at 6pm. Bring your mat, 
warm clothes and fluffy socks. Blocks 
are a bonus. Mats are also available at 
Vogelmorn if you are in need.

HISTORY
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During the early 1890s Ashton B 
Fitchett had seen the need for the 
fledgling community to establish its 
identity through sport, and discussed 
forming a team with his own farm 
employees. As a result, in 1892 the 
Ohiro Football Club was formed, 
with Fitchett in charge. He had a 
small paddock beside his farmhouse 
where the boys were able to practice. 
While they had the numbers they 
lacked the competition as they had 
to walk quite long distances to get 
to meet other  clubs. All the games 
therefore were very informal.  

The competition for the boys arrived 
two years later, when, in 1894 the 
Brooklyn Football Club was formed by 
local residents. This new club had 30 
keen players on formation, with Edward 
Seagar as its first President, and Club 
Captain being Frank Lidgard, who was 
an Ohiro Club player. Ashton Fitchett 
was made Patron of both clubs, and 
a committee was formed comprising 
players from each club. Secretary was 
George Barnes, Treasurer was Artie 
Fulford, and the committee comprised 
Messrs. D Short, W  Lusty, H Short, T 
Smith and A Braid.  

Brooklyn Club’s practice ground was 
the grassed field where the present 
library is located, and wasn’t very level, 
so no serious play could be had there. 
This had been one of the paddocks 
belonging to the old Goathurst Farm, 

close to the farmhouse, and became a 
reserve once the farm was cut up and 
sub-divided. Both clubs had a second 
practice ground. On moonlit nights 
and on Sundays, a hay paddock mown 
by machines with draught horses, in 
Todman Street near the bottom, was 
used. The boys of the time had great 
fun rolling about in the newly mown 
hay. Both Ohiro and Brooklyn Clubs 
were under the umbrella of the Melrose 
Rugby Club  which had been formed in 
1888 and covered the whole of southern 
Wellington. Both clubs exchanged 
players regularly, which was natural 
seeing all were employees on Ashton’s 
farm, though a few had previously 
worked at Goathurst.  

Club colours for Ohiro Club are not 
known, but Brooklyn’s colours were 
red, white and black, a combination 
synonymous with Brooklyn School.  

Neither Brooklyn nor Ohiro Clubs 
were affiliated to the Wellington 
Rugby Union, though both joined 
very briefly in 1895. However in 
April that year the Wellington Rugby 
Union, Wellington Football Assn; and 
Wellington Cricketers Assn agreed 
to protect one another’s financial 
interests by refusing to allow any 
member to play for them until that 
member had paid a subscribing fee. 
Brooklyn, Ohiro, and a lot of other 
small clubs opted out, and formed 
the Wellington Junior Rugby Union, 
of which Brooklyn competed in the 
Senior Cup in 1895. Rugby continued 
to be played over the next decade, and 
in 1901, a third club, the Brooklyn 
School Football Club was formed. 

Chris Rabey 

RUGBY IN 
BROOKLYN



BROOKLYN BROWNIES, 
GUIDES AND PIPPINS
brooklyn.brownies@gmail.com
Pippins
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049
Brownies
Margaret Jones 389 3028
Brooklyn Guides
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049

BROOKLYN FOOD GROUP 
Local food and 
community. Working 
bees held on the 1st 
& 3rd Sundays of the 
month from 9:30am at 
the Brooklyn Orchard 
on Harrison Street.
thebrooklynfoodgroup@
gmail.com or  
www.facebook.com/
BrooklynFoodGroupNZ

BROOKLYN GARDEN CLUB 
Meets 1st Wednesday 
7:30pm from March to 
October. New members 
and visitors welcome. 
Contact Kathleen Skudder 
on 027 650 9108 or email: 
kathleen.skudder@gmail.
com 

GECKOS HOCKEY CLUB

Years 1-4 and new 
entrants Fridays 4pm-
5:15pm. Years 5-8 
Tuesdays 4:15pm-5:15pm. 
Tanera Park Bowling 
Club astro turf. Just turn 
up on practice day http://
brooklyngeckoshockey.
weebly.com.  
 
 
 
 

BROOKLYN LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP 
Next meeting on Saturday 
17 September from 2 - 4pm 
at Brooklyn Library. We’d 
love your input or queries. 
Please contact the convenor 
in case our advertised date 
or venue changes. Sharon 
Macintyre 0276344455 
sharonmacintyre42@gmail.
com 

BROOKLYN MAINLY MUSIC 
Fun affordable 30 minutes, 
for parents or care givers 
to enjoy with their pre-
schooler(s). Morning Tea 
provided.  
Wellington Reformed 
Church 34 Harrison St. 
Rachel 022 407 9652
BROOKLYN NORTHERN UNITED
JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
First kicks enrolments open 
throughout the season. 
Email enquiries to info@
bnujfc.co.nz or visit us 
online at www.bnujfc.co.nz

BROOKLYN PLAYGROUP
Fun group for parents & 
caregivers with preschool 
children. Meets Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 9:30-11:30am 
during the school term at the 
Korean Church - 184 Ohiro 
Road. Turn up on the day.

BROOKLYN SCOUTS
Scout Hall, Harrison St.
Scouting is for boys and girls 
who love adventure. 
Keas 5-7 yrs, Cubs 7-11yrs, 
Scouts 11-14yrs, Venturers 

14-18yrs. Financial Support 
available. Find out more at 
www.brooklynscouts.org.nz 
or contact John Morrison on 
membership@brooklynscouts.
org.nz 

BROOKLYN SMALLBORE 
RIFLE CLUB Ages 14+ 
Sundays 6.30pm-8pm mid-
March to early October at 
the Royal Tiger Range, 131 
Russell Terrace, Newtown. 
To join contact Dianne 
Grain on 0274 449 641 
d.grain@xtra.co.nz 
www.bsrc.org.nz

BROOKLYN TABLE TENNIS 
9am-12pm Tuesdays and 
8pm Wednesdays at 
Brooklyn Community 
Centre. We welcome new 
members of all ages and 
ability. Tables, bats and 
balls provided. Phone 
Philip on 934 7445.

BROOKLYN TOY LIBRARY
The Toy Library is based in 
the Vogelmorn Precinct at 
93 Mornington Road. We 
have a fantastic range of toys 
for children aged 0-7 years 
available to hire. Find us on 
Facebook or visit our website: 
brooklyntoylibrary.org.nz

BROOKLYN WALKERS
Meet Monday mornings 
(except public holidays) 
outside Brooklyn Library. 
Phone Deborah 934 2238 
or Lindy 027 356 5037.  
8 August – Ataturk Memorial 
walk. Catch 10:07 No.12 bus 
from Kilbirnie Bus Hub. 

15 August – Paraparaumu 
to Raumati Beach. Catch 
9:33am Kapiti train. 
22 August – Stellin 
Memorial to Tinakori Hill. 
Catch No.22 bus from 
railway station. 
29 August – City to Sea walk. 
Start from Brooklyn Library 
at 9:30am. 
5 September – Wrights Hill 
walk. Catch 9:40am No.2 
bus on Lambton Quay.
BROOKLYN JUNIOR CRICKET 
CLUB At the old Wellington 
Bowling Club, Tanera 
Crescent, Brooklyn. More 
details online at  
www.bjcc.co.nz

FRIENDS OF OWHIRO 
STREAM Working bees 
on the second Saturday 
of the month 10am-
12:30pm. Contact Martin 
on 389 8995 or email: 
owhirostream@gmail.com 

PREDATOR FREE BROOKLYN 
Hello Kaka, goodbye 
rats! We’re looking for 
volunteers to host traps 
on their properties. If 
you’d like to help email 
predatorfreebrooklyn@gmail.
com

RATA PLAYGROUP Calm 
and nurturing place for 
babies and toddlers 0-3 
years to explore, learn and 
socialise with a parent or 
family member. Morning 
sessions available at Capital 
Montessori, Camrose Grove, 
Kingston.  

montessori.school.nz/playgroup 
or email  
rata@montessori.school.nz

THE KUNG FU SCHOOL  
Learn Shaolin Kung Fu for 
self defense and functional 
fitness. Wellington Swords 
Club Building, 2 Tanera 
Crescent, Brooklyn. 
Contact Rob Young on 021 
408 521 or  
wellington@shaolinkungfu.co.nz  
www.shaolinkungfu.co.nz 

ST JOHN PENGUIN AND 
YOUTH DIVISION 
Penguin Program 6-8 yrs. 
Karen Don 027 404 6343 
Youth Division 8-18 yrs. 
Ross Young 021 264 0440 
www.stjohn.org.nz

TURBINE TALKERS 
TOASTMASTERS CLUB  
Your local chapter of 
Toastmasters International. 
Tuesdays 7:15pm-9:15pm 
fortnightly at the 
Reformed Church on 
Harrison St.  
Sam Day 022 436 8715,  
Sylvie 022 197 3610  
turbine@toastmasters.org.nz 
http://6879.toastmastersclubs.org

UPSTREAM – FRIENDS OF 
CENTRAL PARK  
Working Bees from 10am-
12:30pm on the last Sunday 
of the month. Contact 
Lynne White at all.whites@
xtra.co.nz Come along for 
great conversations, meet 
new people, delicious 
morning tea and contribute 
to the care of Central Park. 

SCRABBLE WELLINGTON 
Wednesdays from 7pm 
upstairs at the Vogelmorn 
Precinct, 93 Mornington 
Rd. All abilities welcome! 
Contact Nick Ascroft on 
022 675 1399. Email:  
nick_ascroft@hotmail.com 

VOGELMORN TENNIS CLUB 
Welcomes players of  
all ages and abilities. Join  
our social, family-
friendly club. Club 
days, competitive play, 
professional coaching.

vogelmorntennisclub.com
call in, or email  
secretary1vtc@gmail.com  

WELLINGTON  
SWORDS CLUB 
By the Tanera Park 
bowling greens off 
Tanera Crescent. Contact 
Vicci Lamb - Head 
Coach. Phone 970 7496 
or email: bishop.lamb@
pistingaround.com

BROOKLYN PLAYCENTRE 
22 Harrison Street
Ages 0 - 6 years  
Mon to Thurs  
9am - 12:30pm. Contact 
brooklynplaycentrenz@
gmail.com or call  
027 700 1363.

COMMUNITY POTLUCK
At Two Todman on the 
last Thursday of the month 
from 7pm. Everyone 
welcome. Please bring 
something to share. Find us 
on Facebook or visit  
www.twotodman.org.nz
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