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September from 12 – 4pm; please contact 
us at market@brooklyncommunitycentre.
org.nz if you would like to find out more. 

Couches for Lounge 
We are in the process of ordering some new 
couches for the lounge.  Fabric samples 
have arrived so once we have picked the 
colours we will be ordering three new 
couches which will be more fit for purpose.  
We hope to have delivery of them in time 
for our AGM in September. 

Election voting 
The billboards are up and the count down 
to the general election on Saturday 19 
September has begun. You will be able to 
cast your vote at the Brooklyn Community 
Centre from 9am until 7pm. This election 
year advanced voting will take place at St 
Matthew’s Church on Washington Avenue 
starting from Monday 7 September. There 
are also employment opportunities if you 
would like to be involved. Go to https://
work.elections.nz/application 

New groups for Term Three 
We are pleased to welcome three new groups 
to the Brooklyn Community Centre. 

Hello and welcome to the August edition of 
the Brooklyn Tattler; we hope you have had 
a great month and have managed to enjoy 
some of the lovely sunny weather we have had 
recently. Next month’s Tattler is the second of 
our twice-yearly home delivered editions.  If 
you would like to submit an article, have an 
amazing photo of the greater Brooklyn area, or 
have an interesting Brooklyn fact you would 
like to share, please contact us at  
tattler@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz 

AGM    
We have the Annual General Meeting of the 
Brooklyn Community Association coming 
up at 3pm on Saturday 12th September.  The 
day to day running of the community centre 
and its operations is managed by paid staff, 
with the voluntary committee focusing on 
governance and strategic planning.  All residents 
are welcome to come along to the AGM. It 
is a great opportunity to find out a bit more 
about us, for you to give feedback and ideas on 
what you would like to see at your Community 
Centre, and we always have a yummy afternoon 
tea at the conclusion. We are always happy for 
new people to join the committee so if you 
or someone you know might be interested in 
finding out more, please contact current BCA 
President, Chris Rabey, at  
president@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz 
or phone us on (04) 384 6799. 

Market 
Some stalls are still available for our 
next quarterly market on Saturday 26 

BROOKLYN COMMUNITY CENTRE  
PHONE 384 6799

 COMMUNITY 
CENTRE

from the

Feldenkrais classes with Toni McWhinnie 
are running twice weekly in the main hall 
on Mondays from 10:30-11:30am and 
on Wednesdays from 11:30am-12:30pm. 
Learn to improve your movement, posture 
and breathing. Go to www.feldenkrais.org.
nz for more details or contact Toni on 475 
3355 or email temcwhinnie@gmail.com  

Babybelles with Kate Whelen is a 
group music-making session for parents/
caregivers and their babies/toddlers which 
run on Tuesday mornings in the RSA room 
from 10am-12pm with each session lasting 
45 minutes. Classes include puppets, toys, 
scarves, parachutes, bubbles and percussion 
instruments. For information  
visit www.baby-belles.com or follow  
@babybellesmusic  on Facebook.  

Kangatraining with Hannah Foley takes 
place weekly in the Community Centre 
hall from 10-11:30am and is a fun, 
supportive and safe postnatal exercise class 
for mums and their babies. For more info 
search @kangatrainingwellingtoncentral on 
Facebook. Email: hannah@kangatraining.
co.nz or call 021 030 6981. 

Babybelles class at the Community Centre
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September 2020 copy due no later 
than 5pm Tuesday 25 August
Email your contribution to
tattler@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Brooklyn Tattler is published by the 
Brooklyn Community Association Inc.  
18 Harrison Street, Brooklyn. Association 
members accept no liability for the 
contents which have been prepared in 
good faith. Printed by Pivotal.

This month’s cover photo is of 
Toni McWhinnie’s Feldenkrais 
group - and visiting skeleton -  at 
the Brooklyn Community Centre. 
Photo Credit: Euan Harris  



Kia ora all 

The great news this month is the opening of 
Te Awe, our new pop-up library in Central 
Wellington. This pop-up is situated off Lambton 
Quay behind the Country Road shop and 
between Panama to Brandon Street. As well as 
books we see the return of the DVD, CD, and 
vinyl collections; very exciting for some folk. It is 
a bigger library than any of the other pop-ups so 
hope you all get a chance to pop in and have a 
look. Feedback so far is really positive.  

The books from the old Central Library are 
being moved out to our Distribution Centre 
in Johnsonville in a massive operation. These 
collections will appear back on the catalogue as 
they as shelved. Currently available are Adult 
Fiction, Young Adult Fiction, Adult Graphic 
Novels, Large Print books, Audiobooks (Books 
on CD) and we should have the non-fiction 
collection online by the time this is in print. 
Unfortunately you cannot browse these physically, 
but you can reserve for pick-up at any branch.  

Reserves Update 
As from 3 August reserves will still be free. 
However, if the reserve is not collected within the 
seven day holding period, there will be a charge 
of $2 per item. This charge will apply to all items 

 LIBRARY
from the not collected. If for some reason you cannot 

collect your reserve please let us know so we can 
make arrangements for you. When you place a 
reserve make sure to adjust the pick-up branch 
to the most convenient for you. Also make sure 
we have the correct contact details for you. You 
can login to our website using your library card 
number and the last four digits of your phone 
number. You can check and update your details 
there and it will immediately take effect, fingers 
crossed! While on your personal library page you 
will see there is also the facility to save a record of 
what you have read for future reference. 

School visits 
With schools back in full swing so are the 
class visits to the library. Remember your child 
needs to have their library card to issue books 
during these visits. The library books will be 
issued for six weeks and any books taken out 
on a card become the child’s responsibility.  

Na mihi 

Heather, Sue, and the team at Brooklyn

This month Euan Harris talks to Murray 
Snowden, long-time Helen Street resident 
and true Brooklynite 

Murray Snowden’s father was a New Zealand 
Railways (NZR) engineer driver who drove the 
mighty KA class steam locomotives hauling 
the overnight express to Auckland. As a small 
boy, Murray would sit on his father’s lap up 
in the cab as the train thundered down the 
main trunk line. It was a wonderful experience 
and one that made many of his school mates 
at Brooklyn School slightly envious. Murray’s 
life began in a private maternity hospital in 
Hanson Street. He was one of four children 
growing up in the family home on Tanera 
Crescent and has early memories of the horse 
and cart milk delivery from Fitchett’s Ohiro 
Dairy Farm. There was no landfill traffic back 
then and a lot less cars. 

Like his father Murray enjoyed engineering, 
choosing to study this while attending 
Wellington Technical College. However, 
he didn’t follow in his father’s footsteps, 
opting to take on a plumbing apprenticeship 
with Wainwrights in Taranaki Street. The 
apprenticeship was six years back then when 
Murray started in October 1957. There was 
no plastic piping available and time and skill 
was needed to bend and shape metal pipes. 
Eventually Murray ended up working for 
Bob McMurray Water Heater Services in 
Lower Cuba Street and in 1974 took over 
the business which he ran from home. When 
Murray and his wife Mary bought their Helen 
Street house in 1969 for $11,300 the plan 
was to stay a while and then move on, but 
over 50 years later they are now the longest 
living residents in the neighbourhood. Murray 

OUT & ABOUT IN 
BROOKLYN 

remembers the local Four Square store on 
Helen Street which closed during the 1970s.  

A friend encouraged Murray to join the 
Brooklyn Lions Club in 1975 which he never 
regretted. The local Lions Club was thriving 
and weekends were often busy with sausage 
sizzle fundraisers. On Friday evenings Murray 
would arrive home with a big bag of onions to 
peel in the kitchen. Mary says she will never 
forget the smell of those onions. In the early 
1980s the Lions needed a home for their 
London double-decker bus so Murray offered 
to park it up outside his house, to the surprise 
of neighbours and passing traffic.  Murray 
recalls the 1950s double-decker as a bit of a 
handful to navigate, with a steering wheel as 
big as an ocean liner and no power assistance. 

Murray’s plumbing business was kept busy 
servicing water heaters for Government 
departments, including Mt Crawford, 
Arohata, and Rimutaka prisons. A regular 
customer was once momentarily shocked 
when Mary happened to mention that Murray 
was in prison, meaning he was working at the 
prison and not behind bars as the customer 
initially thought. Retirement is not for Murray 
who still keeps busy with plumbing work for 
around a dozen loyal customers. He has never 
had to advertise and looks forward to living in 
Helen Street with Mary for many more years. 

4  AUGUST 2020 BROOKLYN TATTLER

UPDATE

BROOKLYN TATTLER AUGUST 2020  5

LOCAL INTERVIEW



NEXT MEETING – all welcome!
7.30pm Tuesday 11 August at St Matthew’s Church, 96 

Washington Ave.
Election Candidates 
Meeting

The General Election Candidates meeting will be held 7.30pm 
Tuesday 25 August at St Matthews Church, 96 Washington Ave.  
Candidates from Wellington Central & Rongotai will be there as 
GBRAI straddles both electorates.  Come along on the night and ask 
your questions, or email them if you can’t make it and we will try to 
ask them for you. New and first time voters welcome and if you are 
below voting age we’d still love you to join us and ask your questions.

GBRAI AGM The association’s AGM attracted a great turnout of about 40 people 
and robust discussion of current local issues. Reverend Scottie Reeve 
spoke about his recent move to Brooklyn and the Anglican Church’s 
aspirations and work with the ex-Galleria on corner of Todman Street 
& Ohiro Road.  Katie Underwood was elected Chair, Carl Savage re-
elected Secretary, and Sam Donald re-elected as Treasurer.

Harrison Street 
housing rebuild

WCC are progressing the design towards submitting a Resource Consent 
application. The council are also looking at how to improve the turning 
provisions at the top of the street - we are awaiting their designs on this. Some 
changes have been made on the basis of residents’ feedback - e.g. significantly 
improved accessibility, change from one large block to several smaller. Some 
suggestions have not been taken up - e.g. inclusion of one bed units. 
https://wellington.govt.nz/your-council/projects/harrison-street-flats-
redevelopment

Bus network Changes to be made at the Kingston Hub as agreed with WCC, no date 
as yet for this to be completed… maybe by the time you’re reading this!. 

Mobility carparks GBRAI are working with Council to locate a 2nd Mobility car park near 
the Brooklyn shops. 

Omāroro/Prince of 
Wales water reservoir 

Wallace Street re-opened on 6 July and the contract for the reservoir has been 
appointed to HEB Construction with work due to start in August.  Alternative 
options to avoid the significant (approx. 5,000) truck journeys through 
Brooklyn to landfill still being investigated, but looking less promising.

Email us your queries, concerns and ideas or to sign up to our newsletter:  
brooklynresidentswellington@gmail.com

Monthly update on issues 
and projects involving our 

community
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Living Testament 

Winter is time for planting in Central 
Park. The photo accompanying this 
article, provided by local historian, 
Chris Rabey, shows the concrete bridge 
spanning the Moturoa Stream before 
extensive planting. What a difference! 
Chris says, “The solid concrete single 
arch bridge was built in 1913 by the 
Council Works Department. Testament 
to the solid construction methods then, 
the bridge is still standing over 100 
years later, as solid as ever.” 

That the bridge is barely recognisable 
in the park’s denuded state is also 
testament to the work of hundreds of 
people over the years who have helped 
transform the park into its current 
treesy incarnation. Lately, Upstream 
Friends have been planting the boggy 
areas with wetland forest staples such 
as kahikatea. We joke that we’ll be long 
gone before our spindly kahikateas 
reach maturity at 55 metres – wouldn’t 
it be great if we could speed up the 
process or live a bit longer! Maybe our 

kids and grandkids will enjoy them – 
our anonymous living testament. 

If you’re keen to contribute to the 
environmental pleasure of this 
generation and the next, join Upstream 
Friends of Central Park for our 
working bees. Details below. 

Next working bees 

Thursday 13 August 10.00 – 12.00 (and 
every second Thursday of the month) 

Meet at the playground. 

Sunday 30 August 10.00 – 12.30 Meeting 
place to be advised. 

Then the last Sunday of every month. 

Check https://www.meetup.com/upstream/ 
for confirmation of meeting place. 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/
UpstreamArtTrail/ 

Contact Lynne at all.whites@xtra.co.nz  
Everyone welcome!  

CENTRAL PARK
friends of



School holidays are over and Term 
Three is in full swing which means we 
are now officially half way through the 
school year.  Let’s hope the second half 
is less eventful than the first, and that 
our children have no more interruptions 
to their learning. 

By the time you read this the 
Central and Southern Zone annual 
cross country races will have taken 
place.  Brooklyn and St Bernard’s 
schools compete in the Central Zone 
competition, with Ridgway School 
participating in the Southern Zone.  
Hopefully we have qualifiers from 
all our schools who will then face off 
against each other in the Inter-Zone 
competition to be held later this month. 

Building works continue at both 
Brooklyn and Ridgway Schools.  Over 
the holidays the temporary classrooms 
at Ridgway School were set up and 
ready for use on the first day of term.  
The school is very appreciative of the 
assistance from Brooklyn Scouts who 
helped with the furniture relocation. 

Ridgway School is currently consulting 
with their community on the proposed 
enrolment scheme. It can be viewed on the 
school’s website www.ridgway.school.nz. 
Members of the public who wish to 
ask questions or give feedback can do 
so by emailing the principal at  
principal@ridgway.school.nz 

Term Three finishes on Friday 25 
September for Brooklyn and St 
Bernard’s schools, and on Thursday 24 
September for Ridgway School. 

Julie Seevens

SCHOOL NEWS

Katie Underwood
THE QUIET ACHIEVER

“Would you 
like to know 

how much your 
house is worth? 

It would be 
my pleasure to 
offer you a free 

appraisal.

”
Contact me on:
m: 027 248 2061

t:   04 894 3717

e: katie.underwood
@raywhite.com
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Few will know the source of the stream, 
known as Happy Valley Stream, which 
flows from Brooklyn down to Owhiro Bay. 
It has its beginnings behind Sugarloaf Hill 
and flows down the north side of Todman 
Street, to be joined by a small stream near 
Charlotte Avenue at the rear of 10 Todman 
Street. Of course today the upper stretches 
are piped, but at the beginning of the 
century it was an open stream.  

From the foot of Todman Street the stream 
flows across to approximately where the 
fish shop is now, then takes a sharp turn to 
the right , continuing down the east side of 
Ohiro Road. At McKinley Crescent there 
is a culvert where another stream joins in. 
Still on the east side, it meanders down past 
Taft Street, where yet another stream adds to 
the flow, then to Butt Street where it crosses 
under the road.  From there on it is much 
the same as we see it today, re-crossing the 
road several times before it reaches the coast. 
Up till the 1940s all houses on the east side 
of Ohiro Road to Butt Street had bridges 
across the open stream.  

In the early days children often caught eels 
and mountain trout in the stream and some 
older residents remember carrying water 
for the weekly wash from it. This happened 
prior to water being reticulated through 
Brooklyn. Long- time residents of Apuka 
Street, the Isaacs, recalled sitting beside the 
stream at the bottom of Todman Street, 
enjoying a picnic.  

Beyond the southern end of Karepa Street 
is a stream locals used to call First Bush, 
and over the next ridge another they called 
Second Bush. There is a stream just below 
the Bell Road reservoir which crosses the big 
bend on Brooklyn Road  then goes on down 

WATERWAYS through Central Park, ultimately hooking 
up with Motorua Stream. During summer 
holidays boys used to dam these streams 
and swim in the ponds they created.  At 
the turn of last century the only way down 
from Brooklyn was either via Ohiro Road, 
or down Bell Road which had gates across 
it; one at the top of Jam Tin Gully near 
Heaton Terrace, and the other where the 
reservoir is.  

There are a number of small streams 
flowing down from the ridge (Mills Road) 
through the many steep Vogeltown streets to 
Berhampore. All are un-named, like most of 
the streams in our area. What is now Nairn 
Street Park was once a cone shaped hill 
which was levelled off by Ashton B Fitchett 
for his brick making, using the clay for his 
products. Other brick making firms in the 
city utilised the same area.  

Chris Rabey

HISTORY

BROOKLYN TATTLER AUGUST 2020  9 8  AUGUST 2020 BROOKLYN TATTLER

UPDATE

A

P

E

W



M
ON

DA
Y PILATES Contact Liz Birkett on 027 503 0211 or 

lizbirkett.yoga.pilates@gmail.com 9 AM

Improve your movement, posture & 
breathing. Contact Toni McWhinnie on  
475 3355 or email temcwhinnie@gmail.com

10:30 - 11:30 AM FELDENKRAIS

TU
ES

DA
Y

BABYBELLES
Music classes for 0-3 years with Kate 
Whelen. For more info visit baby-belles.
com or follow @babybelles on Facebook.10 AM - 12 PM

During school terms. Carol 0274 321 204 
or Email: carol.bewley@stjohn.org.nz6:30 - 8 PM ST JOHN 

CADETS

W
ED

NE
SD

AY

PORSE 
PLAYSCHOOL

Contact Maria Byrne on (04) 233 
0494 or email: maria.byrne@porse.co.nz9 - 11:30 AM

FAMILY FIT 
KARATE

Beginners Karate (5+ years). Contact 
Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.5:30 - 6:15 PM

GET FIT FAST Cardio & Core strength workout (12+ years). 
Contact Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.7:30 - 8:30 PM

Phone Adam Hendry 385 0089 or 
childcare@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

CHILDCARE 
PROGRAMMES

BEFORE SCHOOL 
AFTER SCHOOL

HOLIDAYW
EE

KD
AY

S

TH
UR

SD
AY

Contact Ferne McKenzie on 389 1433  
or ferne.david@xtra.co.nz6:30 - 7:30 PM TAI CHI

FR
ID

AY

PILATES Contact Liz Birkett on 027 503 0211 or 
lizbirkett.yoga.pilates@gmail.com 9 & 10 AM

SA
TU

RD
AY

DANCE CLASSES  
FOR CHILDREN

 
Email: info@db4dance.co.nz  
or view online at www.db4dance.co.nz9 - 10 AM

All levels welcome. $5 drop in. BYO mat. 
Email: jetbluenz5@gmail.com. See Jenn’s 
updates on Facebook at ‘Blue Ocean Yoga’.

10:30 AM VINYASA 
YOGA

Brooklyn Market  26 September 2020 
from 12pm to 4pm.  Contact 384 6799 or  
market@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

12 - 4 PM QUARTERLY 
MARKETS

SU
ND

AY

EKKAALLAM 
CHURCH

Tamil Christian worship and service. 
Contact Robert tec.wgtn@gmail.com 
or 027 858 9916

10 AM - 12 PM

Contact Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.5:30 - 7:30 PM FAMILY FIT 
KARATE

To book Brooklyn Community Centre for classes, groups or events contact  
Euan Harris on 384 6799 or coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

LA LECHE       
LEAGUE   

Monthly on the last Friday. Contact  
wellington@lalecheleague.org.nz10 AM

11 AM - 2 PM FRIDAY 
CIRCLE

Seniors Social Group, meets weekly 
for light lunch and activities. Contact 
Euan Harris, details at bottom of page

BROOKLYN COMMUNITY CENTRE
18 Harrison Street

what’s on at your

KANGATRAINING
Post natal classes for new mums and their 
babies with Hannah Foley.  
Email hannah@kangatraining.co.nz

10  - 11:30 AM

GET FIT FAST Cardio & Core strength workout (12+ years). 
Contact Sensei Patricia 027 297 6049.6:30 - 7:00 PM

CRAFT 
CONNECTIONS

Fortnightly crafters social group.  Contact 
Louise email: louisebrockway.nz@gmail.com10 AM  - 1 PM

TABLE 
TENNIS

Inquiries Philip on 934 7445  
or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com.8 PM 

W
ED

NE
SD

AY

FELDENKRAIS Contact Toni McWhinnie on 475 3355 
or email temcwhinnie@gmail.com

11:30 AM -  
12:30 PM

TABLE 
TENNIS

Inquiries Philip on 934 7445  
or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com.9 AM - 12 PM

Contact Margaret 389 3028  
or email marrexj@gmail.com6 - 7:30 PM BROWNIES



The Management Committee of The BRC 
Society Inc. met at the end of June and have 
rescheduled the 2020 AGM and General 
Meeting dates. Members should have recently 
received notice of the meeting dates and AGM 
material in the mail. 

We will be holding a series of meetings for 
members at St Matthew’s Church; the first an 
AGM covering our prior year’s finances and 
progress on Sunday 9 August at 2pm.  We will 
also outline the Management Committee’s 
recommendations for restructuring our 
organisation and a proposal for members to 
consider.  There will be a follow up General 
Meeting on Sunday 13 September at 2pm to 
vote on the proposal.  It is imperative we have 
as many members as possible attending both 
meetings to reach a quorum for any changes to 
occur.  We require 75% of members (or ¾ of our 
membership) to vote to approve the proposal.

The BRC Society Inc. 

Notice of AGM & General Meetings 2020 

Sunday 9 August at 2pm 

Sunday 13 September at 2pm 

St Matthew’s Church  
96 Washington Ave 

We look forward to catching up and seeing 
members then. 

The BRC Society Inc.

brooklynresourcecentre@gmail.com

Visit us at
www.tvf.org.nz

The Vogelmorn Foundation has 
commenced distributing funds to 

local organisations and individuals. 

PO Box 14-330, Kilbirnie
Wellington, 6022

admin@tvf.org.nz

For more information or to apply for 
funding please visit our website. 

Applications MUST be made online.
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UPDATE

Last month was the 30th anniversary 
edition of the Brooklyn Tattler and I 
had intended to write something with 
a historical bent.   Instead however, I 
found myself having to write a tribute to 
our good friend Sue Thawley. So here is a 
little bit of history of the Owhiro Stream 
catchment, most of it lifted from an 
article written by Paul Blaschke in 2012 
for the Botanical Society.  

Did you know that the Brooklyn 
shopping centre is situated above 
the junction of the main headwater 
tributaries of the Owhiro stream?  Many 
people do not realise that the stream 
drains all of suburban Brooklyn, from 
the top of the hill, down to the sea and 
into the marine reserve. The other sub-
catchments are Carey’s and Maori Gullies 
above the landfills, and Preston’s Gully at 
Tawatawa. Pre-settlement, the land was 
entirely forested, but by around 1900 all 
was cleared and the land was being used 
for dry stock and dairying, which ceased 
between the 1950s and 1980s. Most 

of the land is now regenerating bush; 
first came gorse, but now the dominant 
canopy is mahoe (whiteywood).  This 
canopy can apparently last for 50 years 
or more before other seedlings are able 
to germinate in gaps in the canopy - and 
this dependent on there being birds and 
a seed source nearby. 

Southern Environmental Association 
has been doing great work at Tawatawa 
reserve since the 1990s. FOOS was 
formed in 2002 and concentrates 
on riparian planting and weeding to 
improve the stream quality, together with 
advocacy and raising awareness for the 
values of the stream. At present we have 
a small but loyal group of volunteers 
who turn up to our working bees on the 
second Saturday of each month, and also 
a small nursery next to the Vogelmorn 
Hall, where a couple of us work on 
Wednesday mornings. 

Janet Campbell 

for Friends of Owhiro Stream

OWHIRO STREAM
friends of



UPDATE

For more details on any of the events 
below, please visit our website.  

Vogelmorn’s Best Coffee 

If you haven’t already heard, Vogelmorn 
Community Group are now running 
their very own ‘community cafe’ out of 
the former Bowling Club kitchen! (The 
same location Damascus still use and The 
Green Cafe once did.) It’s being run by 
local musician and organiser of our very 
successful Vogelmorn Sessions events, 
Tim Key. We are proud to be serving 
delicious specialty espresso from Rich 
Coffee, our most local roastery, based just 
down the hill in Berhampore. Just like us 
they have strong community values and 
are committed to sustainable practices 
including striving towards zero waste. On 
this note we won’t be using any disposable 
cups, so if you’re after takeaway don’t forget 
your keep cup!

Voting at Vogelmorn 

Vogelmorn Hall will host a polling booth 
on Saturday 12/Sunday 13 and on Election 
Day, Saturday 19 September. If you’re 
interested in working on the elections you 
can apply to https://elections.nz/jobs/
work-at-the-2020-general-election/. 

VOGELMORN 
PRECINCT

vogelmornbc@gmail.com
https://vogelmorn.nz/

Vogelmorn’s Annual Reflection Meeting, 
Sunday 2 August from 3pm - 5pm, 
Vogelmorn Bowling club You are all 
welcome to our Annual Reflection Meeting 
(ARM) where we discuss the past year for 
Vogelmorn and entertain ideas for the 
future under the headings of Vogelmorn’s 
Values: Inclusion, Sustainability, 
Community Advocacy and Creativity. 
Anyone keen to feedback or feed forward 
into the future ideas of the community is 
very welcome to attend.   

Spring Uprising 2020, 17 - 19 September 
Barbarian and the Vogelmorn Community 
Group invite you to stick around after 
casting your vote on 19 September, for 
a day of activities, and a night of DJs, 
dancing, and watching the democratic 
process unfold. Spring Uprising is brought 
to you by the Community Performing Arts 
Trust, with funding from the Wellington 
City Council.

Posh is an elegant older lady… until she 
starts playing like a kitten!  

At 16 years old, this slim tabby and white 
girl was used to her routine, until it was 
upset when a new dog was brought into 
the household. After showing considerable 

POSH BUT 
PLAYFUL

stress, she was brought to us for a more 
suitable home. 

Posh likes lots of attention from people, 
and loves to play with wand toys. She has 
hidden reserves of energy, and plays like a 
much younger cat would. She’s not so keen 
on other cats. 

She’s a little too slim at present, but now 
she’s on meds for her thyroid condition so 
we expect to see her put on some healthy 
weight. Because of this condition, she is 
available through our Care for Life foster 
programme. 

If you’re interested in meeting Posh or any 
of our other cats, call our shelter to make 
an appointment at the weekend. 

You can also visit catsprotectionwellington.
org.nz to see which cats are available, and 
follow us on Facebook/cpwgtn to see daily 
pictures and videos of cats in our shelter.

Brooklyn Community 
Association
Annual General Meeting
3pm Saturday 12 
September
Brooklyn Community 
Centre
18 Harrison Street
Brooklyn
Afternoon tea will be served 
at conclusion
Come and meet the people who 
run your Community Centre
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CATS PROTECTION WELLINGTON
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My name i s  Toni  McWhinnie  and 
I  have  been a  Fe ldenkra i s  teacher 
for  over  10 years .   The next  e ight 
week term of  c las ses  s tar t s  a t  the 
Brooklyn Community  Centre 
on Monday 27 July.   Classes  are 
Mondays 10.30-11.30 am  and 
Wednesdays  11.30 am-12.30 pm. 

Felden-what?  The Fe ldenkra i s 
( ‘kra i s’  rhymes  with ‘ r ice’ )  Method 
i s  named af ter  i t s  or ig inator,  Dr 
Moshe Fe ldenkra i s ,  a  phys ic i s t  and 
educator  with a  b lack be l t  in  judo.  
As  wel l  a s  improving posture , 
breathing and f lex ibi l i ty,  c las ses 
can he lp to  change movement 
habi t s  that  cause  pa in. 

The c las ses  involve  gent le 
movements  with an emphas i s  on 
awareness  and use  of  the  breath, 
which means  they are  useful  for 
a l l  ages .   As  wel l  a s  enhancing 
everyday act iv i t ie s  such as  walking 
and s i t t ing,  the  Fe ldenkra i s 
Method i s  a l so  used by music ians , 
actors ,  dancers  and spor tspeople 
to  improve per formance. 

After  a  c las s ,  par t ic ipants  wi l l 
o f ten sense  an ease  in  breathing; 
a  reduct ion in  pain;  an overa l l 
fee l ing of  wel lbe ing;  and a  c learer 
sense  of  ske le ta l  suppor t ,  resul t ing 

THE FELDENKRAIS 
METHOD® AT 
THE BROOKLYN 
COMMUNITY 
CENTRE

in  increased v i ta l i ty  and energy.  

The f i r s t  c las s  i s  f ree  for  beginners 
to  enable  people  to  come and tr y 
i t  out . 

For  more  info emai l  Toni  a t 
temcwhinnie@gmai l .com  or 
phone 021 1782056  or  
04 4753355.

14 Camrose Grove, Kingston
www.montessori.school.nz

A calm and nurturing place  
for children 0-3 years to  

explore, learn and socialise.  

NEW FAMILIES WELCOME

Call 389 2395 or email  
rata@montessori.school.nz  

to arrange a visit.

RATA PLAYGROUP

CAPITAL MONTESSORI

MONTESSORI 
UPDATES

CAPITAL MONTESSORI
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The winter weather has arrived, but that 
hasn’t stopped the children of CMS 
from getting out into the garden to plant 
vegetables and flowers. Our tamariki have 
been busy sowing seeds and planting out 
a cottage garden to go alongside our new 
outdoor green space. 

As a community, we have been working 
very hard to get our lovely big garden space 
ready. We have planted native trees, built 
planter boxes and recently there is the 
addition of some natural manuka fences 
and gates that are purposely built for the 
children to access different parts of the 
garden. Next up, we will be working on 
building our new outdoor classroom which 
will be a wonderful covered space for the 
children to learn in nature.  

At the start of the year we introduced 
an extended hours programme which is 
designed to assist parents who require 
later pick up times and child care during 
the school holidays. This has been a great 
success and the feedback from the children 
attending the extended hours programme 
has been positive. The programme is run 
by Holly, one of our specialised Montessori 
teachers, who carefully prepares the 
environment to support the children in 
extending their learning in a fun and 
varied way. The extended hours children 
particularly love activities such as baking, 
puzzles, art, crafts and garden exploration.  

At the end of term two we came together 
as a community to celebrate Matariki. The 
tamariki were excited to share songs and 
kai with parents and caregivers. Some of 
the children enthusiastically prepared some 

fresh baking to be shared amongst our 
little village.  

Enrolments are now open for terms three 
and four.  Our enrolments officer is most 
happy to take bookings for a school 
tour. Come and see our new garden and 
authentic Montessori classrooms! For 
enquires, please call 04 389 2395.



18  AUGUST 2020 BROOKLYN TATTLER

COMMUNITY GROUPS

BROOKLYN BROWNIES, 
GUIDES AND PIPPINS
brooklyn.brownies@gmail.com
Pippins
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049
Brownies
Margaret Jones 389 3028
Brooklyn Guides
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049

BROOKLYN FOOD GROUP 
Local food and  
community. Working 
bees held on the 1st & 3rd 
Sundays of the month from 
3 - 5pm at the Brooklyn 
Orchard, end of Harrison St.  
thebrooklynfoodgroup@
gmail.com or
www.facebook.com/
BrooklynFoodGroupNZ

BROOKLYN GARDEN CLUB 
Meets 1st Wednesday 
7:30pm from March to 
October at St Matthew’s 
Church. New members 
and visitors welcome. 
Contact Ruth Jeffery on 
027 430 0964 or email: 
ruthjeffery2@gmail.com

BROOKLYN GECKOS 
HOCKEY FOR KIDS
Years 1-6 and new 
entrants. Fridays 
4-5:15pm at the Brooklyn 
Bowling Club astro turf 
at Tanera Park,  
8 Tanera Crescent. 
Just turn up on 
practice day http://
brooklyngeckoshockey.
weebly.com. Come and 
join us for free summer 
hockey training.

 

BROOKLYN LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP 
Meetings at 2pm on 
Saturday 1st August 
& 12th September at 
Brooklyn Library.  
Contact Sharon Macintyre  
027 634 4455 or 388 8088 
sharonmacintyre42@gmail. 
com or Chris Rabey 384 
9293 ships.pubs@gmail. 
com for more information
BROOKLYN MAINLY MUSIC 
Fun affordable 30 minutes, 
for parents or care givers 
to enjoy with their pre-
schooler(s). Morning Tea 
provided.  
Wellington Reformed 
Church 34 Harrison St. 
Rachel 022 407 9652

BROOKLYN NORTHERN UNITED
JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
Email enquiries to info@
bnujfc.co.nz or visit us 
online at www.bnujfc.co.nz

BROOKLYN PLAYGROUP
Fun group for parents & 
caregivers with preschool 
children. Meets Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 9:30-11:30am 
during the school term at the 
Korean Church - 184 Ohiro 
Road. Turn up on the day.

BROOKLYN SCOUTS
Scout Hall, Harrison St.
Scouting is for boys and 
girls who love adventure. 
Keas 5-7 yrs, Cubs 7-11yrs, 
Scouts 11-14yrs, Venturers 
14-18yrs. Contact Gillian 
Boyes 972 9904 or 
gillianmay68@gmail.com

BROOKLYN SMALLBORE 
RIFLE CLUB Ages 14+ 
Sundays 6.30pm-8pm mid-
March to early October at 
the Royal Tiger Range, 131 
Russell Terrace, Newtown. 
To join contact Dianne 
Grain on 0274 449 641
d.grain@xtra.co.nz
www.bsrc.org.nz

BROOKLYN TABLE TENNIS 
9am-12pm Tuesdays and 
8pm Wednesdays at 
Brooklyn Community 
Centre. We welcome new 
members of all ages and 
ability. Tables, bats and 
balls provided. Phone 
Philip on 934 7445.

BROOKLYN TOY LIBRARY
The Toy Library is  
currently closed while we 
seek new premises and 
hope to re-open later this 
year. We have been part of 
the Brooklyn Community 
for over 30 years and have 
a wide range of toys for 
children aged 0-7 years 
available to hire. Find us 
on Facebook or email: 
brooklyntoylibrary@
hotmail.com

BROOKLYN WALKERS
Meet Monday mornings 
(except public holidays) 
outside Brooklyn Library. 
Phone Susannah 384 
7412 or Clare 384 9054. 
10 Aug – Wharangi Track. 
Walk or catch 9:54am 
No.7 bus to Quebec St. 
Kingston. 

COMMUNITY GROUPS

17 Aug – Petone Esplanade to 
Lower Hutt. Catch 9:26 No.7 
bus then 10:07 No.83 bus. 
24 Aug – Strathmore 
Heights/Ataturk Memorial. 
Walk to Wallace St, catch 
9:56 No.3 bus. 
31 Aug – Paekakariki to 
QE11 Park and return via 
beach. Catch 9:03 bus then 
9:53 train.

BROOKLYN JUNIOR CRICKET 
CLUB At the old Wellington 
Bowling Club, Tanera 
Crescent, Brooklyn. More 
details online at  
www.bjcc.co.nz

FRIENDS OF OWHIRO 
STREAM Working bees 
on the second Saturday 
of the month 10am-
12:30pm. Contact 
Martin on 389 8995 or 
email: owhirostream@
gmail.com 

PREDATOR FREE BROOKLYN 
Hello Kaka, goodbye 
rats! We’re looking for 
volunteers to host traps 
on their properties. If 
you’d like to help email 
predatorfreebrooklyn@
gmail.com

RATA PLAYGROUP Calm 
and nurturing place for 
babies and toddlers 0-3 
years to explore, learn and 
socialise with a parent or 
family member. Morning 
sessions available at Capital 
Montessori, Camrose Grove, 
Kingston.  
montessori.school.nz/playgroup 

or email  
rata@montessori.school.nz

THE KUNG FU SCHOOL  
Learn Shaolin Kung Fu for 
self defense and functional 
fitness. Wellington Swords 
Club Building, 2 Tanera 
Crescent, Brooklyn. 
Contact Rob Young on 021 
408 521 or  
wellington@shaolinkungfu.co.nz  
www.shaolinkungfu.co.nz 

ST JOHN PENGUIN AND 
YOUTH DIVISION 
Penguin Program 6-8 yrs.
Karen 389 4060
Youth Division 8-18 yrs.
Carol 0274 321 204
www.stjohn.org.nz

TURBINE TALKERS 
TOASTMASTERS CLUB 
Your local chapter of 
Toastmasters International. 
Tuesdays 7:15pm-9:15pm 
fortnightly in  
St Matthew’s Church lounge.  
John 029 771 3171,  
Sylvie 022 197 3610  
turbine@toastmasters.org.nz 
http://6879.toastmastersclubs.org

UPSTREAM – FRIENDS OF 
CENTRAL PARK Working 
Bees from 10am-12:30pm 
on the last Sunday of the 
month. Contact Lynne 
White at all.whites@xtra.
co.nz Come along for great 
conversations, meet new 
people, delicious morning 
tea and contribute to the 
care of Central Park. We also 
have a working bee from 
10am-12pm on the second 

Thursday of the month. 
Contact Celia Murphy at 
celia.r.murphy@gmail.com

SCRABBLE WELLINGTON 
Club nights every 
Wednesday from 7pm in 
the cafe area upstairs at the  
former Vogelmorn Bowling 
Club, 93 Mornington Road. 
All abilities welcome! First 
night free, otherwise $5/
night. Contact Nick Ascroft 
for more information. Email: 
nick_ascroft@hotmail.com 
or phone/text 022 675 1399.

VOGELMORN TENNIS CLUB 
Welcomes players of  
all ages and abilities. Join  
our social, family-friendly 
club. Club days, competitive 
play, professional coaching.

vogelmorntennisclub.com
call in, or email  
secretary1vtc@gmail.com  

WELLINGTON SWORDS 
CLUB By the Tanera 
Park bowling greens off 
Tanera Crescent. Contact 
Vicci Lamb - Head 
Coach. Phone 970 7496 
or email: bishop.lamb@
pistingaround.com

EVERY GIRLS’ & BOYS’ 
RALLY Thursdays during 
school terms from 7pm-
8:30pm at Ridgeway 
Christian Youth Centre, 117 
The Ridgeway, Mornington 
for ages 8 - 12. Contact  
Evan Tyler 027 274 2631 or
evanandrebecca@gmail.com
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