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Wu Tao Dance Course 
Grow your inner rhythm with Wu 
Tao Dance. Wu Tao which means 
‘the dancing way’ is a unique fusion 
of music, movement and relaxation. 
The dances are simple yet easy to 
follow and can be adapted to your 
individual needs. Wu Tao not only 
enhances physical wellbeing, it also 
has strong healing and therapeutic 
effects, bringing the mind and body 
to a place of complete calmness. An 
eight week beginners’ course in the 
Community Centre hall starts on 
Wednesday 4 September from 11:45am 
to 12:45pm. Suitable for all ages, no 
previous experience needed. Contact 
Tonia on 027 472 4727 or email: 
wutaodance22@gmail.com. View at 
www.wutaodance.com/wellington

Tattler 
Welcome to the August edition of 
the Brooklyn Tattler.  Next month’s 
Tattler is the second of this year’s 
home delivered editions; be sure to 
look out for a copy in your letter 
box. As always, if you have something 
you think may be of interest to other 
Tattler readers, or local info that we 
should know about, please email us at 
the address on this page. 

Holiday Programme 
Another successful school holiday 
programme ran here at the Community 
Centre in July.  Along with all the 
planned activities, children enrolled 
in the second week had the added 
entertainment of watching the 
neighbouring WCC flats in Harrison 
Street being demolished.   

AGM 
We are having our annual general 
meeting of the Brooklyn Community 
Association (BCA) here at the 
Community Centre on Sunday 29 
September at 2pm.  This is a great 
chance to come along and meet the 
people who run the centre.  We are 
keen to have some new faces join the 
governing committee so please get in 
touch with us if you or someone you 
know would like to be nominated.  
Refreshments will be served at the 
conclusion of the meeting.  

BROOKLYN COMMUNITY CENTRE & 
VOGELMORN HALL PH 384 6799

 COMMUNITY 
CENTRE

from the

CONTACT US
Hall Hire and General Enquiries: 
coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Childcare Programmes:  
childcare@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Accounts:  
accounts@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Manager:  
manager@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Tattler:  
tattler@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Market:  
market@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Main Office:  04 384 6799

Childcare Office: 04 385 0089
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September 2019 copy due no later 
than 5pm Tuesday 20 August
Email your contribution to
tattler@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Brooklyn Tattler is published by the 
Brooklyn Community Association Inc. 18 
Harrison Street, Brooklyn. Association 
members accept no liability for the 
contents which have been prepared in 
good faith. Printed by Pivotal.

This month’s cover photo is of the 
Harrison Street flats demolition.  
Photo credit: Becky Luck 

Children attending Holiday Programme at the Community Centre watch the Harrison St flats 
demolition. Photo credit Julie Seevens



Prior to the tramway to Brooklyn being 
laid there was a walking track roughly 
following the contours of the land, 
with some hills having been partially 
excavated to negotiate bluffs. At some 
point the track had been ballasted 
to further stabilise it. There were no 
side roads leading to the track. Nairn 
Street, Bidwill Street and Washington 
Avenue had been constructed in the 
late 1890s but only to a point roughly, 
where Nairn and Thompson and Bell 
and Bidwill meet, and at the big bend 
at the bottom of Washington Ave. Once 
Seagar’s Corner was reached, the track 
became part of Ohiro Road. 

Once the decision was made to install 
a tramline in 1905, further excavation 
of the land was required. As there 
were no stabilisation methods in place 
then, slips became commonplace. The 
steep track became treacherous in the 
winter months causing more slips, and 
once the tram was up and running, 
intending tram passengers had anxious 
and hilarious moments as they slipped 
and slithered their way down to the 
tram stop. The obliging tram conductor 
would ring his bell in encouragement 
as he halted the tramcar waiting their 
arrival. 

The excavations made to create the 
tramway were dumped in the deep 
gullies below, and this fill was the 
catalyst for the creation of Central Park. 

On 1 March 1906 work commenced on 
the construction of the tramway from 
the bottom of Nairn Street, following 

BROOKLYN ROAD 
BEGINNINGS

the path to Brooklyn and terminating in 
Cleveland Street. This would ultimately 
connect with the Aro Street line at the 
junction with Willis Street. (This Aro 
Street line had been completed and 
was opened for traffic in September 
1904).The work of laying the tracks 
was completed quite swiftly, as it was 
reported the last section being laid on 
28 April. The overheads were done 
progressively after the various sections 
of track were completed.  

The first trial run was taken over the 
line on Friday 4 May 1906, and the 
next day two cars, Nos 43 & 44, were 
extensively used to test the line for 
officials, including those from the 
Public Works Department. Both these 
cars were brand new and had not been 
placed in service. The line was re-
tested again on 8 May with emphasis 
being given to braking and stopping 
of cars. Later that day a permit to use 
the line was granted with the following 
conditions: 

• only single box cars to use the line 

• seated passengers only  

• maximum speed  7 1/2 miles per hour 

The route was opened for traffic at 
4pm the next day. In honour of the 
opening schoolchildren were carried 
free, and a banquet was held that 
evening in the Brooklyn Community 
Hall (Fulfords, in Cleveland Street). 
Full services started on Friday 11 May 
with the cars running a 20 minute 
service from the Government Railway 
Station (Lambton) to Brooklyn 
between the hours of 7.06am and 
11.16pm. 

Chris Rabey
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LOCAL INTERVIEW

This month Euan Harris talks to  
Perry Aspros,  president of the Greater 
Brooklyn Residents Association

Harrison Street resident Perry Aspros is 
well known to many people in Brooklyn. 
He has lived for over 40 years in his current 
house and been actively involved in the local 
community as a committee member and 
past president of the Brooklyn Community 
Association, and more recently the Residents 
Association. He was president a couple 
of years ago and has come back again for 
another stint at the top, having being re-
elected at their June AGM.   

The second eldest son of Greek parents who 
came to NZ for a better life, Perry was born 
in Otago and initially grew up with his three 
brothers in Milton. He remembers his parents 
speaking their native language at home, a 
language he also learnt. A highlight of his 
youth was an 18 month family holiday to 
Levbos in Greece at the age of 12.  Perry’s 
father was an hotelier whose work took him to 
Studholme during Perry’s primary school years 
and then  to Temuka where he attended the 
local high school followed by Waimate High 
and finally at Rongotai College. Perry came to 
live in Wellington when his parents decided 
to make the shift north to be closer to their 
friends in the Greek Church community. 

Perry was always good with figures and 
landed his first job at Civil Aviation as an 
accounts cadet followed by accounting at 
Feltex Carpets and then T.J. Davenport in 
Drummond Street. It was around this time 
that Perry was called up for compulsory 
military training. When asked to select three 
different training options by his superiors, he 

OUT & ABOUT IN 
BROOKLYN  

replied, “First Cook, Second Cook and Third 
Cook”!   

Perry’s older brother worked in the wine 
industry and together they became 
shareholders and applied for a licence to open 
‘Brooklyn Wines’ at 57 Cleveland Street.   He 
was now self-employed which meant being 
on deck seven days a week and working long 
hours.  Perry had met his wife Bev on a New 
Year’s Eve blind date shortly before moving 
to Brooklyn, and after seven years in the wine 
business he decided to spend more quality 
time with Bev and their family. Perry became 
an employee again working for Electrolux, 
first as office manager, then factory manager 
and finally new products manager. His 
favourite retirement activities are sea fishing 
and travel.

Perry says there have been many changes to 
Brooklyn over the last 40 years, notably the 
different type of retail outlets. He recalls the 
Shoprite Supermarket, a TAB, the Dalton 
Butchery (now Burger Wisconsin) Hodson’s 
Drapery (Khana Khazana) the Hardware 
shop (Caribe) and Vern Walkers’ IGA store 
with the wooden floors (Vivo Hair). I ask 
Perry what he likes about living in Brooklyn, 
and he says “it’s a very friendly community 
where neighbours talk to each other; it’s got 
a suburban feel but is next to a cosmopolitan 
city” and living close to his grandchildren is a 
definite bonus.



CARPET 
lAyER

Installation of new or 
second hand carpets. 
Relays, repairs and 

maintenance.
All materials can be 

supplied.
Free quotes

Call John at 
Atkinson Flooring on 

0274 426 915 
or 04 381 2216
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WELLINGTON WATER

Wellington Water is working with 
Wellington City Council to explore 
options for the proposed Moe-i-te-
Ra project intended to replace the 
existing old Bell Road reservoir.  

This comes as part of a council 
review of its major water 
infrastructure projects in light of 
increased costs. 

Wellington Water will look at 
a range of options and will be 
reporting back to the council later 
in the year with the outcome of this 
review expected to be considered as 
part of the Annual Plan process. 

In the meantime consideration of 
the Well ington Water easement 
application under the Town Belt 
Act to construct and operate the 
proposed Moe-i-te-Ra reservoir  in 
the Town Belt  wil l  continue to be 
on hold.    

Work has star ted on the 
construction of the pipel ines for 
the Omaroro Reservoir  in Prince of 
Wales Park and it  i s  expected that 
the work on the reservoir  i tse l f  wil l 
s tar t  next year.

Kia ora 

Back to school for the third term, the year 
is certainly moving quickly. However a 
consolation is that spring is on its way and 
hopefully the colds have all passed. They have 
affected us too but we are back to our best 
so should be able to complete all our visits to 
the local early childhood centres this term. 
We really enjoy reading stories to the littlies 
for half an hour and it is nice to get out and 
about in the community. 

Last week we had Evie Skaler-Howe come in 
to visit for Pre-School Story Time (PSST). 
Evie has grown up at the Brooklyn Library, 
coming to many PSSTs herself. She is now 
seven and wanted to give back by reading a 
story. She got a very enthusiastic reception! 
We look forward to seeing her again and we 
would love to extend the invitation to more 
young people to come in and read a story to 
the pre-school tamariki.  Something to think 
about for next school holidays perhaps. 

PSST happens every Tuesday at 10.30am – 
stories and songs accompanied by ukuleles, 
and fun for all. 

As many of you may already know there is 
no real news on the future of the Central 

 LIBRARY
from the Library. It seems as though we will have no 

answers for at least a year. In the meantime 
Brooklyn Library is doing its best to cater 
for everyone. We have free reserves and 
fee-free returns of all issues from any of 
Wellington City Libraries. We are keeping a 
small selection of Central books on display 
and have a few extra magazines focusing 
on the environment, for example: Ethical 
Consumer, Permaculture, and Peppermint.  

SALE 
Brooklyn library is having a mini sale of 
withdrawn books, mostly adult and children’s 
fiction and non-fiction. 

This will start on 31 July. 

Come check it out!

Nga mihi 

Heather, Sue, and the team at Brooklyn

Visit us at
www.tvf.org.nz

The Vogelmorn Foundation has 
commenced distributing funds to 

local organisations and individuals. 

PO Box 14-330, Kilbirnie
Wellington, 6022

admin@tvf.org.nz

For more information or to apply for 
funding please visit our website. 

Applications MUST be made online.

BELL ROAD 
RESERVOIR 
UPDATE

Katie Underwood
THE QUIET ACHIEVER

“Would you 
like to know 

how much your 
house is worth? 

It would be 
my pleasure to 
offer you a free 

appraisal.

”
Contact me on:
m: 027 248 2061

t:   04 894 3717

e: katie.underwood
@raywhite.com
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Would your child 
benefit from being 

in a smaller class, in a caring 
Catholic environment? 

 

St Bernard’s School Brooklyn has: 

§ Average class sizes of 16. 

§ Excellent academic results. 

§ Teachers able to pay closer attention to each child’s needs 
and support every child to grow intellectually, physically, 
emotionally and spiritually.  

§ A state-integrated, un-zoned, decile 9 Catholic primary 
school with on-site before and after-school care. 

We encourage families to come find out more about our school. 
We welcome children at all levels from Years 1 to 8.  

To learn more about our school, please contact us on 
principal@stbernards.school.nz or 04 389 9377  

 

www.stbernards.school.nz 

40 Taft St, Brooklyn 
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VOGELMORN TENNIS CLUB

We’re all looking forward to Love 
Tennis Weekend!  

Saturday 7 September & Sunday 8 September 
1pm-4pm (regardless of the weather!) Get 
along to your friendly, local Vogelmorn Tennis 
Club and give tennis a go! Its free, fun and 
for everyone - young or old!   If you’ve always 
wanted to give tennis a go or pick up where 
you left off come on down!  There will be 

LOVE TENNIS!  coaching options to choose from if you’re 
keen!   Attendance will give you entry to win a 

trip for two to the 2020 ASB Classic in 
Auckland next January and score a free 
Hell snack Pizza – all simply for coming 
along.   So bring yourself and/or the 
whole family and find out all there is to 
LOVE about TENNIS! Tennis racquets 
available to use and we’ll be firing up 
the BBQ!  There will be plenty of 
games and giveaways - See you there! 

The new season is fast approaching too 
and Vogelmorn Tennis Club’s Open 
day is the week before the Love Tennis 
weekend – Saturday September 1 (Juniors 
from 10.30am; Seniors 16+ from 1pm) 
EVERYONE is WELCOME! 

Midweek Open Morning will be Friday 
6 September from 9.30am – please come 
and check us out! We’re a friendly bunch, 
who LOVE TENNIS and CAKE! 

If you need any further information / 
encouragement to come along, feel free to call Jan 
Rosie on 027 220 7819 

For more info check out the VTC website or 
Facebook page 

http://vogelmorntennisclub.com/ 

https://lovetennis.kiwi/



BROOKLYN COMMUNITY CENTRE
18 Harrison Street

what’s on at your

To book Brooklyn Community Centre for classes, groups or events contact  
Euan Harris on 384 6799 or coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

DANCE CLASSES FOR 
CHILDREN 

Pre-school fun class 3 - 4 years Saturdays 9am to 9:30am. Ballet & 
Jazz class 5 - 8 years 9:30am to 10am. Email: info@db4dance.co.nz  
or view online at www.db4dance.co.nz

BROWNIES Mondays 6pm - 7:30pm school terms. Contact Margaret 389 3028
CHILDCARE 
PROGRAMMES

Before & After-school Care & Holiday Programmes. Phone Adam 
Hendry 385 0089 or childcare@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

CRAFT 
CONNECTIONS

Crafters social group. Fortnightly on Thursdays 10am - 1pm. 
Contact Louise email: louisebrockway.nz@gmail.com

EKKAALLAM 
CHURCH

Tamil Christian worship and service. Sundays 10am - 12pm. 
Contact Robert tec.wgtn@gmail.com or 027 858 9916

QUARTERLY 
MARKETS

Brooklyn Market Saturday 21 September 2019 from 2pm to 5pm.  
Contact 384 6799 or market@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

FAMILY FIT KARATE 
& GET FIT FAST 

Preschool Karate: Sun 4:30-5pm (4-5 years) Beginners Karate: 
Wed 5:30-6:15pm or Sun 4:30-5:15pm (5+ years)
Cardio & Core strength workout: Sun 6:45-7:15pm. Wed 7:30-
8pm and Thurs 6:30-7pm (12+ years) Contact Sensei Patricia 027 
297 6049.

PORSE PLAYSCHOOL Wednesdays 9 - 11:30am during school terms. 
Contact Kerri on 801 6814 ext. 3 or email: kerri.davies@porse.co.nz 

PILATES Mondays and Fridays at 9am. 
Contact Liz 027 503 0211 or lizbirkett.yoga.pilates@gmail.com

ST JOHN CADETS Tuesdays 6:30-8pm school terms. Carol 0274 321 204 or  
Aleshia 027 322 5522. Email: aleshia.mcnicholl@stjohn.org.nz

TABLE TENNIS
Tuesdays 9am - 12pm or Wednesdays 8pm. Open to all ages and ability. 
Tables, bats and balls provided. Inquiries Philip on 934 7445  
or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com.

TAI CHI
Fierce Tiger Tai Chi Chuan School. Thursdays 6:30 - 7:30pm. 
Beginners welcome. $10 casual and $35 per month.  
Contact Ferne McKenzie on 389 1433 or ferne.david@xtra.co.nz

TIERRA SPANISH 
LANGUAGE CLUB

Fridays 5:30pm to 6:30pm in the RSA room during school 
terms. Connecting with Spanish speaking children. Email 
Maribel at tierralanguage@gmail.com

VINYASA
YOGA

Saturdays 10:30am with Jenn, a certified yoga instructor.  All levels 
welcome. $5 drop in. BYO mat. Email: jetbluenz5@gmail.com 

WU TAO
DANCE - NEW!

8 week beginners course starting 4 September. Wednesdays 
11:45am-12:45pm. Suitable for all ages, no previous experience 
needed. Wu Tao is a unique fusion of music, dance and relaxation. 
Contact Tonia 027 472 4727 wutaodance22@gmail.com 

BROOKLYN TATTLER AUGUST 2019  11 

VOGELMORN HALL & GREEN
     Cnr Mornington and Vennell

what’s on at

To book Vogelmorn Hall & Green for classes, groups or events contact 
Euan Harris on 384 6799 or coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

STEADY AS YOU GO 
CLASSES 

Tuesdays 1pm - 2pm. Classes improve balance, flexibility, fitness 
and well-being. Contact Ann at Age Concern on 499 6646 or 
communitysup@wellington.org.nz.

BABY SENSORY
CLASSES 

Fridays 9am - 1pm. Contact Mandy Frade at 022 510 1987 or 
wellingtoncitynz@babysensory.com or www.facebook.com/
babysensorywellington

FELDENKRAIS
Mondays 10 - 11am & 7 - 8pm. Wednesdays 10-11am.  
First class free for beginners. Contact Toni on 475 3355 or 
temcwhinnie@gmail.com

KARDIO POWER Mondays 5:40 - 6:10pm Patricia 383 9371 or 027 297 6049

BALLET CLASSES
Thursdays 6pm - 6:45pm Floor Barre - 8 years and up. Open 
Ballet 6:45 - 7:45pm - 11 years and up. Contact Chloe at 
Danceworks. Email: moveitdanceworks@gmail.com 

KOHA YOGA

Tuesdays 9am - 10:15am with Rosa Santana. Rosa’s teaching 
focuses on postural alignment and hands on adjustments to 
help you deepen in the asanas safely (postures).
Email: rosasantanadesign@gmail.com

GET FIT FAST
Cardio & Core strength workout that’s easy on the knees and 
ankles. Mondays 6:15 - 6:45pm. First class free.  
Contact Patricia 027 297 6049.

WELLINGTON IAIDO
Learn the art of drawing and cutting with the Japanese sword.  
Tuesdays 6 - 7pm & Saturdays 3 - 5pm. Cam 021 263 0351  
info@wellington-iaido.com facebook.com/wellingtoniaido 

WELLINGTON 
NAGINATA

Martial Arts Group Saturdays 10am - 12pm. 
Contact Alice at alice.graham@compasshealth.org.nz

ZUMBA Tuesday evenings 7:30 - 8:30pm.  
Contact Natasha at: feelgoodzumba.nz@gmail.com

DANCE CLASSES FOR
CHILDREN - NEW!

Ballet & Jazz for 5 - 8 years Wednesdays 4pm to 4:30pm. 
Ballet & Jazz for 8 - 10years Wednesdays 4:30 to 5pm.  
Email: info@db4dance.co.nz or view online at wwwdb4dance.co.nz



UPDATE AGM
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We held a successful AGM at the 
end of June, with enough members 
attending to achieve a quorum.  
Members were able to discuss and 
make decisions on the next phase of 
The BRC Society Inc.  More details on 
this will follow as the committee works 
through the transition process.  The 
Wadestown Singers have rescheduled 
to perform for us at the end of August.  
Their concerts are always very popular 
with those attending Wednesday 
Circle.  Anyone is welcome to come 
along and listen.
WEDNESDAY CIRCLE PROGRAMME

10:30 am Morning Tea

Noon Lunch

12:45 pm Arthritic Exercise

1:15 pm Guest Speaker

2:15 pm Afternoon Tea

SPEAKERS – WEDNESDAYS 1:15-2:15PM 
7 AUGUST – Bobby’s Dog to visit 
14 AUGUST – Movie (title to be confirmed)
21 AUGUST –  Concert by  Wadestown Singers
28 AUGUST – Bingo + prizes
On a sad note, life member Ruth 
Garland passed away recently.  
She was the prime mover behind 
establishing the Brooklyn Resource 
Centre in the Brooklyn Community 
almost 40 years ago.  Our thoughts are 
with her family and friends.

Jenny Swan, Coordinator

St Matthew’s Church 
96 Washington Ave
Phone 022 538 1030
brooklynresource 
centre@gmail.com
WEDNESDAYS 9AM – 4PM

A

P

E

W

OSCAR approved for 
ages 5-13

•before/after school care
•holiday programmes
•affordable
•pick up/drop off available

St Bernards School Hall 
40 Taft St

admin@enjoychildcare.co.nz 
Phone: 022 651 0773

PRESCHOOL & PLAYGROUP

Nurturing independent and joyful little 
learners who are curious and confident. 

Places available now – new families welcome.  
Qualified, experienced teachers & 20 Hours ECE.

Visit us and see what makes our preschool special. 

Mon-Fri 8.30am – 1pm or 3pm

P 389 2395 • 14 Camrose Grove, Kingston • www.montessori.school.nz

Annual General Meeting 
Brooklyn Community 

Association (BCA) 

2pm Sunday 29 September 2019 

Brooklyn Community Centre 
18 Harrison Street 

Come along and meet the 
people who run your community 

centre 

 Nominations for new committee 
members welcome

Refreshments provided upon 
conclusion



NEXT MEETING  
7.30pm Tuesday 17 September, St Matthew’s Church, Washington Ave 

MEET THE CANDIDATES MEETING: 
 Your chance to engage with the candidates ahead of casting your vote  

QUESTION TIME: Email us questions for Councillors by 10 Sept 
Keep an eye on our Facebook page and Neighbourly for responses

LED lighting Email us any concerns so we can advocate for tweaks to be 
made where appropriate. We are working on changing the 
light intensity. 

Tanera Bowling Club Building modification for sporting children to access the 
toilets hoped for soon (WCC to organise) to enable access for 
wider community use.  

Emergency water 
tank at Brooklyn 
Community Centre  

Confirmation received water is tested by Wellington Water 
approx. four times a year. Discussion underway re: access and 
community use during emergency situations.  

Kingston Bus Hub Looking positive with three ‘traffic calming cushions’ to be 
trialled to slow traffic and improve pedestrian safety. Looking 
to rearrange bus stops.  Give us your feedback. 

Emergency water tanks We have 200 litre home water tanks and kits for sale, $110 (incl 
GST) each, order by email brooklynresidentswellington@gmail.com 

Mobility park Submission from residents required to action removal of 
mobility park outside former Resource Centre in Jefferson St. 
Seeking new location that must have <8-degree slope. Please 
forward us your ideas.

Other items on  
our radar 

 - Safety improvements to Cleveland/Todman/Ohiro intersection 
 - Increasing safety measures and expand 30k zone on Ohiro Road 
 - Kingston Halifax/Breton Grove pedestrian crossing/

refuge – in discussions with WCC
Come along to our meetings to be heard or email us with your queries, concerns and 

ideas: brooklynresidentswellington@gmail.com to sign up for newsletters  

Monthly update on issues 
and projects involving our 

community

Feldenkrais® classes in Brooklyn
Mondays 10am and 7pm,  

Wednesdays 10am at the Vogelmorn Hall
For more details contact Toni: 

temcwhinnie@gmail.com or 475 3355
Individual lessons are also available

See also www.feldenkrais.org.nz

“How can such small movements 
make such a big difference?”

Help yourself:
Learn to move with more 
ease, balance and power
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UPDATE

At this moment spring seems rather a long 
way off. In spite of it being at the time of 
writing a month past the equinox, I have 
not noticed any discernible lengthening of 
the days. However, although still winter, 
at the shade house we have been busy 
doing a spot of “spring” cleaning. We have 
been at our current site since 2012, and 
in this time the pea metal layer we sit the 
potted out plants on has become a mass 
of weeds, mostly clover; a clear example 
of nature taking command of empty 
spaces. It’s fairly tiresome work trying 
to separate the organic matter - leaves, 
roots, etc. from what started life as an 
inert base, which is supposedly a healthier 
environment for plants. We certainly hope 
it is worth the effort, and if anyone would 
like to join us on a Wednesday morning at 
10am, they would be more than welcome.

A lot has happened since 2012, both 
in the shade house and its surrounds. 
Back then we were granted temporary 
permission to occupy the site for two 

years while Wellington City Council 
considered whether or not to sell 
Vogelmorn Hall. Now, we are well 
established there and what was once 
the bowling green is alive with children 
playing while parents enjoy a coffee at 
the Green Cafe, a welcome addition 
to this community spot. Also very 
welcome, in 2014, was the agreement 
with Brooklyn Community Association 
that FOOS could use the garage next 
to Vogelmorn Hall to store some of our 
larger items. Just like any household, 
even a small organisation like FOOS 
accumulates ‘stuff’ - a display stand that 
will undoubtedly be used again, folding 
tables for our morning tea, a trolley for 
shifting potting mix, etc. all absolutely 
essential items now that we have them.

Janet Campbell

for Friends of Owhiro Stream

OWHIRO STREAM
friends of
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SILVER AND GOLD
If you’re looking for an outgoing armful 
of pure silver and shining personality, 
BoyBoy is the precious nugget you need. 

This handsome five year old was rescued as a 
sick stray, but he’s recovered completely now. He 
loves company, and he’s incredibly intelligent, 
proving a challenge to the security of our doors 
and bickie barrels. He does high-fives for treats, 
and he’s usually the first to check out new visitors 
when they walk through the front door. 

BoyBoy is FIV+ as a result of his time on the 
streets, but he’s very healthy and energetic 
so he needs an indoor home big enough to 
bounce around in. A large apartment or a 
lifestyle block away from neighbouring cats 
would be perfect for him.  

He’s eligible for our Care for Life foster 
programme, which means he’s covered for vet care 
when he eventually needs it, due to his FIV status. 

Come and meet BoyBoy this weekend at 
our shelter – you won’t be able to miss him. 
We’re open to visitors at 29 Vancouver 
Street in Kingston from 12pm to 4pm every 
Saturday and Sunday.  

Phone us on 04 389 9668, visit 
catsprotectionwellington.org.nz, or follow 
us on Facebook/cpwgtn to see daily pictures 
and videos of our amazing cats.

Next Working Bees Thursday 8 and Sunday 
25 August  

Meet 10am – 12.00pm on the last Sunday of 
the month (at the Jetty in Central Park) AND  

10am – 12.00pm on the second Thursday of 
the month (at the Playground).   

Check https://www.meetup.com/upstream/ 
for confirmation of meeting place. For more 
information, contact Lynne at 
all.whites@xtra.co.nz  Everyone welcome!   

If everyone stopped volunteering tomorrow 
the whole country would be unrecognisable, 
says Volunteering New Zealand.  But it’s not 
all a one-way street of people helping each 
other or the environment; research showed 
volunteering improved wellbeing, and helped 
people to live longer and happier lives.  

This month I have asked a couple of the 
volunteers for their thoughts on their 
involvement in Upstream – Friends of 
Central Park. 

Anne 
I joined the group a few years ago because I 
love walking through this beautiful green space 

so close to the city. I wanted to help bring back 
New Zealand plants and birds. Each month 
at the working bee I get to meet interesting 
people and my favourite activity is discussing 
conservation with the students and children 
who come along. As a result of being involved 
in FCP, I’m also in a group that monitors the 
traps in the park. I’m sure the combination of 
trapping (using food, not poison), weeding 
and planting has created a safer place for birds, 
and the bush is regenerating well. 

Celia 
We live right across the road from Central 
Park so it feels a bit like our front garden.  The 
Upstream Sunday and Thursday morning 
gardening sessions are wonderfully social, it 
seems that only nice people come to them, 
and through them I have got to know a lot 
people from the local community. When there 
is a big group of people working together a lot 
gets achieved and it is very satisfying to see the 
progress you have made as a group at the end 
of each session and as we walk through the 
park en route to the city.    

Come and join us!

CENTRAL PARK
friends of

VOGELMORN 
COMMUNITY 
GROUP
Community Activation Event  
5 August, 7 - 9pm  

You are invited to join our 
community activation event at 
VBC. We would like a group of 
about 20 volunteers who will  be 
empowered to activate the VBC 
community. If you feel drawn to 
be involved in VBC, a community 
activation group is a great way 
to meet others and make a 
contribution to this thriving and 
expanding community. You are 
invited to join with us as we get 
active at VBC on Monday 5 August 
at 7pm-8pm, doors open at 6.45pm 
with refreshments. Hope to see you 
there for a fun evening. Please email 
me at vogelmornbc@gmail.com  

Quiz night! Saturday 17 August 7.30pm

Wellington High Girls first XI 
football team are once again 
competing in the Regional High 
School girls’ football tournament 
being held in Petone. 

This event is to help raise funds 
for accommodation over the course 
of the event so the squad can be 
together for the duration of the 
competition. Come along for some 
fun trivia, beers and nibbles to help 
with costs.

Jana Grossmannova 

Coordinator
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COMMUNITY GROUPS

AFTER-SCHOOL JUNIOR 
CHESS Wednesdays 3.30-
5pm @ St Bernard’s School, 
Taft St. Does your child 
love chess? All abilities 
welcome, ages 8-12. Try 
your first session free – $60 
per term
Contact Ivan Moss – 
ivancmoss@gmail.com or 
021 417 025 

BROOKLYN BROWNIES, 
GUIDES AND PIPPINS
brooklyn.brownies@gmail.com
Pippins
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049
Brownies
Margaret Jones 389 3028
Brooklyn Guides
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049

BROOKLYN FOOD GROUP 
Local food and  
community. Working Bees  
held on the 1st & 3rd 
Sundays of each month from 
3 - 5pm, at the Brooklyn 
Orchard, end of Harrison St.  
thebrooklynfoodgroup@
gmail.com or
www.facebook.com/
BrooklynFoodGroupNZ

BROOKLYN GARDEN CLUB 
Meets 1st Wednesday 
7:30pm from March to 
October at St Matthew’s 
Church. New members 
and visitors welcome. 
Contact Ruth Jeffery on 
027 430 0964 or email: 
ruthjeffery2@gmail.com

BROOKLYN GECKOS 
HOCKEY FOR KIDS
Years 1-6 and new entrants. 
Fridays 4-5:15pm at the 

Brooklyn Bowling Club astro 
turf at Tanera Park,  
8 Tanera Crescent. Just turn 
up on practice day http://
brooklyngeckoshockey.weebly.
com. Come and join us for 
free summer hockey training.

BROOKLYN LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP 
Meeting 2pm Sat 3 August 
& 7 Sept at Brooklyn 
Library. Everyone welcome. 
Chris Rabey 3849293 
ships.pubs@gmail.com
or Sharon Macintyre    
027 634 4455  
or evenings 388 8088  
sharonmacintyre42@gmail.com

BROOKLYN MAINLY MUSIC 
Fun affordable 30 minutes, 
for parents or care givers 
to enjoy with their pre-
schooler(s). Morning Tea 
provided.  
Wellington Reformed 
Church 34 Harrison St. 
Rachel 022 407 9652

BROOKLYN NORTHERN UNITED 
JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
Email enquiries to  
bnujfc@gmail.com  
or visit us at 
www.sporty.co.nz/brooklynnujfc

BROOKLYN PLAYGROUP
Fun group for parents & 
caregivers with preschool 
children. Meets Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 9:30-11:30am 
during the school term at the 
Korean Church - 184 Ohiro 
Road. Turn up on the day. 

BROOKLYN SCOUTS
Scout Hall, Harrison St.
Scouting is for boys and 
girls who love adventure. 
Keas 5-7 yrs, Cubs 7-11yrs, 
Scouts 11-14yrs, Venturers 
14-18yrs. Contact Gillian 
Boyes 972 9904 or 
gillianmay68@gmail.com

BROOKLYN SMALLBORE 
RIFLE CLUB Ages 14+ 
Sundays 6.30pm-8pm mid-
March to early October at 
the Royal Tiger Range, 131 
Russell Terrace, Newtown. 
To join contact Dianne 
Grain on 0274 449 641
d.grain@xtra.co.nz
www.bsrc.org.nz

BROOKLYN TABLE TENNIS 
9am-12pm Tuesdays and 
8pm Wednesdays at 
Brooklyn Community 
Centre. We welcome new 
members of all ages and 
ability. Tables, bats and 
balls provided. Phone 
Philip on 934 7445.

BROOKLYN TOY LIBRARY
A wide range of toys for 
children aged 0-7 years 
available to hire. We are based 
at Capital Montessori School, 
Camrose Grove, Kingston. 
Visit brooklyntoylibrary.org.
nz for opening times and 
how to join.

BROOKLYN WALKERS
Meet Monday mornings 
(except public holidays) 
outside Brooklyn Library. 
Phone Susannah 384 
7412 or Clare 384 9054. 

COMMUNITY GROUPS

5 August – Petone 
Esplanade to Lower Hutt. 
Catch 9:26am No.7 bus.  
12 August – Crofton Downs 
to City. Catch 9:14am No.7 
bus & 10:02am train.
19 August – City to Sea 
walkway. Bell Road into 
Prince of Wales Park. 
26 August – Korokoro 
Dam. Catch 8:53am No.7 
bus & 9:27am Melling train.
 BROOKLYN JUNIOR 
CRICKET CLUB At the old 
Wellington Bowling Club, 
Tanera Crescent, Brooklyn. 
More details online at  
www.bjcc.co.nz
FRIENDS OF OWHIRO 
STREAM Working bees 
on the second Saturday 
of the month 10am-
12:30pm. Contact 
Martin on 389 8995 or 
email: owhirostream@
gmail.com 

LIONS CLUB Help build 
your community and 
make new friends  
along the way.  
Vicki 022 033 0031

PREDATOR FREE BROOKLYN 
Hello Kaka, goodbye 
rats! We’re looking for 
volunteers to host traps 
on their properties. If 
you’d like to help email 
predatorfreebrooklyn@
gmail.com

RATA PLAYGROUP Calm 
and nurturing place for 
babies and toddlers 0-3 
years to explore, learn and 

socialise with a parent or 
family member. Morning 
sessions available at 
Capital Montessori, 
Camrose Grove, 
Kingston. Visit 
montessori.school.nz/playgroup 
or email  
rata@montessori.school.nz 

THE KUNG FU SCHOOL  
Learn Shaolin Kung Fu for 
self defense and functional 
fitness. Wellington Swords 
Club Building, 2 Tanera 
Crescent, Brooklyn. 
Contact Rob Young on 021 
408 521 or  
wellington@shaolinkungfu.co.nz  
www.shaolinkungfu.co.nz 

ST JOHN PENGUIN AND 
YOUTH DIVISION 
Penguin Program 6-8 yrs.
Karen 389 4060
Youth Division 8-18 yrs.
Carol 0274 321 204
www.stjohn.org.nz

TURBINE TALKERS 
TOASTMASTERS CLUB 
Your local chapter of 
Toastmasters International. 
Tuesdays 7:15pm-9:15pm 
fortnightly in  
St Matthew’s Church lounge.  
John 029 771 3171,  
Paul 027 324 8213  
turbine@toastmasters.org.nz 
http://6879.toastmastersclubs.org

UPSTREAM – FRIENDS OF 
CENTRAL PARK Working 
bees on the last Sunday of the 
month 10am-12pm at the 
Jetty, a few hundred metres 
along the main path. Come 
along for great conversations, 

meet new people, fab 
morning tea and contribute to 
the care of Central Park.
debbie_vanh@yahoo.com

VOGELMORN COMMUNITY 
GROUP Volunteer-
run group based at 
Vogelmorn Bowling Club, 
93 Mornington Rd.  
Workshops, rehearsals 
and events. For what’s 
coming up or to 
enquire about hire, visit 
vogelmorn.nz or email 
vogelmornbc@gmail.com.

VOGELMORN TENNIS CLUB 
Welcomes players of  
all ages and abilities. Join  
our social, family-
friendly club. Club 
days, competitive play, 
professional coaching.
vogelmorntennisclub.com
call in, or email  
secretary@
vogelmorntennisclub.com 

WELLINGTON SWORDS 
CLUB Based at the 
Wellington Bowling Club, 
Tanera Park off Tanera 
Crescent. Contact Vicki 
Lamb, Head Coach on
 970 7496 evenings Email:
president@fencingcentral.org.nz

EVERY GIRLS’ & BOYS’ 
RALLY Thursdays during 
school terms from 7pm-
8:30pm at Ridgeway 
Christian Youth Centre, 117 
The Ridgeway, Mornington 
for ages 8 - 12. Contact  
Evan Tyler 027 274 2631 or
evanandrebecca@gmail.com
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