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Welcome New Groups 
Most of our regular groups are back for 2019 
including a couple of new activities. We have 
dance classes for children starting this month at 
both centres. On Saturday mornings at Brooklyn 
Community Centre there is a Pre-school fun class 
from 9am to 9:30am followed by a Ballet & Jazz 
class for 5 – 8 years from 9:30am to 10am. On 
Tuesday afternoons at Vogelmorn Hall we have a 
Pre-school fun class for 3 – 4 years from 4pm to 
4:30pm and then Ballet & Jazz for 8 – 10 years 
from 4:30pm to 5pm. View online for more 
details at www.db4dance.co.nz  
Email: info@db4dance.co.nz  

Age Concern Wellington are running weekly 
‘Steady As You Go’ classes at Vogelmorn Hall 
on Tuesday afternoons from 1pm to 2pm. 
SAYGo classes improve balance, flexibility, fitness 
and wellbeing. For more details contact Ann 
Dalziel on 499 6646, email communitysup@
acwellington.org.nz or just turn up on the day. 

Tattler
The March edition of the Tattler will be a 
home delivered issue so be sure to look out 
for a copy in your letterbox.  We are always 
on the lookout for interesting news and 
photos from the greater Brooklyn area so 

Happy New Year 
Welcome to this, the first Tattler for 2019.  
All of us here at the Community Centre 
and the Brooklyn Community Association 
hope you have had a relaxing start to the 
new year and are feeling refreshed and 
ready for the year ahead. 

Lounge Revamp 
The Community Centre’s lounge is 
currently undergoing a much needed 
upgrade.  Last year we installed new gas 
heaters and over the Christmas close down 
period local decorator Nick Anderson 
was in to give it a lick of paint which has 
brightened the room up considerably.  We 
are currently replacing the cubbies used for 
children’s schoolbags with smaller white 
ones to accommodate more, and also hope 
to have some more fit for purpose furniture 
and new curtains very soon. 

Holiday Programme 
Holiday Programme was running for 
four weeks in January and we are now 
gearing up to return to providing Before 
and After School Care services.  Adam, 
Chris, and the team have been busy 
entertaining the children during the 
holidays with trips to Capital Trout 
Centre, Carlucciland, Laserforce, the 
Penthouse, Kilbirnie Rec, and ASB 
sports, as well as some fun In House days 
including the highlight of every holiday 
programme, Party Day.

BROOKLYN COMMUNITY CENTRE & 
VOGELMORN HALL PH 384 6799

 COMMUNITY 
CENTRE

from the

please email us anytime if you come across 
something you think may be of interest. 

Market 
The next Brooklyn Market is set for Saturday 
23 March from 2pm – 5pm; mark the date in 
your diaries now!

Some of the children from our holiday programme enjoying trout fishing.
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March 2019 HOME DELIVERED EDITION 
copy due no later than 5pm Tuesday 
26 February
Email your contribution to
tattler@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Brooklyn Tattler is published by the 
Brooklyn Community Association Inc. 18 
Harrison Street, Brooklyn. Association 
members accept no liability for the 
contents which have been prepared in 
good faith. Printed by Pivotal.

Cover photo – This month’s 
cover photo is of a box sliding 
trip during the recent school 
Holiday Programme run from 
the Community Centre.

CONTACT US
Hall Hire and General Enquiries: 
coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Childcare Programmes:  
childcare@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Accounts:  
accounts@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Manager:  
manager@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Tattler:  
tattler@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Market:  
market@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

Main Office:  04 384 6799

Childcare Office: 04 385 0089



Brooklyn Food 
Market open 7 days

Brooklyn Food Market open 7 days
shop 8 – 57 Cleveland street 

opposite CariBe CoFFee
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LOCAL INTERVIEW

 COUNCILLOR
from the

BRIAN DAWSON
WELLINGTON CITY COUNCILLOR 
LAMBTON WARD  
027 413 5809
brian.dawson@wcc.govt.nz

So here we are, 2019, and another local body 
election breathing down our necks. That seems 
to have come around worryingly fast! 

This year will hopefully see a number of projects 
that affect Brooklynites make some progress. 

Housing – In my personal portfolio area we 
should see some action on the future of the 
council housing units in Harrison St. These have 
been closed since early 2017 and it now seems 
fairly certain the block will be levelled and a new 
complex constructed. Council has committed 
to engaging with the local community and I 
expect to see some activity around this over the 
next couple of months.  

Transport – It’s good to see the Regional 
Council making progress on sorting out the 
new bus system; WCC is working closely 
with our regional counterparts to ensure 
this continues. We will also hopefully see 
the outcomes of the long-winded Let’s Get 
Wellington Moving project. This has huge 
implications for the whole city, and I’m 
personally committed to working for some 
solutions to the current Karo Drive mess. 

And finally, the election. This year will see 
a major change for Brooklyn as the whole 
suburb comes into the redrawn boundaries 
of the Southern Ward. There are several 
implications to this, but what’s most important 
is that everyone gets engaged and has their say. 
Ultimately all politics is local, so let’s make sure 
we all get involved.  

This month Euan Harris talks with Margaret 
Jones, Brooklyn’s longest serving Brownie leader

Margaret Jones’ long association with 
Brownies goes back to her English childhood 
when she first joined at the age of seven years. 
Her mother was a Brownies leader and the 
family tradition has continued in more recent 
times with Margaret’s daughters Nicola and 
Allison also being involved. 

Margaret was born in the seaside town 
of Weymouth, Dorset and grew up in 
Coventry, part of the West Midlands region. 
After leaving school she was employed 
for seven years as a technical typist for the 
General Electric Company.  It was while at 
GEC that Margaret met Rex Jones, a New 
Zealand Post Office Telephone Technician 
who was working  there as part of his OE. 
One day at the office Rex had his legs 
poking out from under the desk which 
caused Margaret to trip as she walked past 
and so their courtship began. 

They were married in England and during 
1966 decided to travel to NZ by ship, 
a six week sea journey back when flying 
wasn’t so common. The agreement was for 
Margaret to have a two year trial of living 
in NZ to see whether she could settle. As 
Rex worked in the central city they decided 
to live in Brooklyn and soon after Margaret 
joined the local Brownie Pack which 
became one of the key attractions for her 
decision to stay plus being part of the St 
Matthew’s Parish community. 

Margaret and Rex bought their Pearce Street 
house in 1968 and during 1971 Margaret’s 
parents (the Frosts) and her three sisters came 

out to live in nearby Hoggard Street. When 
Margaret joined the Brooklyn Brownies they 
met in the St Matthew’s Parish Hall until the 
new church was built in the early 1970s. From 
there they relocated to Brooklyn Community 
Centre, meeting in the hall that used to face 
the Community Orchard. Sadly this building 
was destroyed by fire on 19 June 1994 
including the Brownies equipment. Margaret 
has fond memories of the old hall, including 
the beautiful sprung matai dance floor. 

Margaret has been a Brownie leader for 
over 58 years. Her long service was initially 
recognised in 1977 when she was awarded 
the Queen’s Silver Jubilee medal. To this 
day Margaret says she has never known who 
recommended her, but suspects that the then 
local MP, Gerald O’Brien may have put in a 
word. Margaret has also been acknowledged 
by Girl Guiding NZ receiving the National 
Guiding Award Totara badge in 2014.

Margaret is still actively involved in the 
Brooklyn Brownies who gather weekly on 
Monday evenings during school terms. She 
is an active member of the Capital City 
Leisure Marchers who meet for exercise, 
friendship, fun and food. Margaret and 
Rex have enjoyed living and being part of 
Brooklyn as it’s close to the city, has a great 
sense of community and a wide range of 
activities on offer.

OUT & ABOUT IN 
BROOKLYN

Visit us at
www.tvf.org.nz

The Vogelmorn Foundation has 
commenced distributing funds to 

local organisations and individuals. 

PO Box 14-330, Kilbirnie
Wellington, 6022

admin@tvf.org.nz

For more information or to apply for 
funding please visit our website. 

Applications MUST be made online.



WELLINGTON WATER

CARPET 
lAyER

Installation of new or 
second hand carpets. 
Relays, repairs and 

maintenance.
All materials can be 

supplied.
Free quotes

Call John at 
Atkinson Flooring on 

0274 426 915 
or 04 381 2216

Happy New Year and Ngā mihi o te  
Tau Hou. 

A new year is here and Brooklyn Library is as 
busy as ever. 

We have had a constant stream of new books 
coming into the library throughout January.  

As a result we have now created a separate 
space for new picture books at the end of the 
picture book shelving.  This complements 
our children’s, teen, and adult fiction new 
book sections that are scattered around the 
library. 

As well as this the three week rotation of 
Large Print books, Biographies, and DVDs 
resumes at the beginning of February.  First 
rotation is DVDs on 5 February, Large Print 
on 11 Feb, Biographies on 17 Feb, and so on. 

We are looking forward to starting school 
and pre-school visits again with the new 
term starting. Remember children need 
their library cards to borrow books during 
these sessions. 

Hopefully all the prizes for the summer 
reading challenge have been processed and 
collected but if you think you haven’t received 
yours please let us know.  

 LIBRARY
from the I trust everyone is enjoying the new in-house 

due books reminder service that WCL 
implemented late last year. This service is 
different from LibraryElf and requires no 
input from you.  If you are not getting 
reminders check your contact details next 
time you come to the library. 

As always we look forward to any suggestions 
you may have for new titles or things we can 
do to improve ours services to the Brooklyn 
Community and beyond.  

Sadly we are losing the wonderful Geraldine 
as she has decided it is time to enjoy a  
well-deserved retirement on the sunny 
Kapiti Coast. Her last day at Brooklyn 
Library will be Monday 11 February.  We 
wish her the best. 

Nga mihi 

Heather, Sue, and the team at Brooklyn.
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UPDATE

A bus service was inaugurated in 
February 1926 providing transport 
for residents of Vogeltown and 
Mornington.  A circular route 
commencing at the terminus 
of Cleveland Street, ran via 
Washington Avenue and Mills Road 
to Mornington Road. The return 
route was via Mornington Road, 
Adams Street, Hayes Street to Happy 
Valley Road, and back to Cleveland 
Street, a distance of one and three 
quarter miles.  A cash fare of two 
pence with overlapping sections was 
recommended.  A request by the 
Berhampore Progressive Association 
for a bus service between Berhampore 
and Brooklyn was refused, owing to 
the steepness of the terrain.  

In March 1926 the tramway track 
between Seagar’s Corner, where 
Brooklyn Road intersects with 
Ohiro Road, and Todman Street 
was duplicated. The corner, plus 
Seagar’s Hill above it where the 
Harbourview Flats stand, was named 
after Edward Seagar, a noted engineer 
in Wellington, who resided in a large 
house where Manston Flats are now. 
This corner, plus a small section 
in Cleveland Street where the tram 
line terminated, were the only two 
areas of the tramline duplicated from 
Willis Street south. 

Tests were carried out in May 1926 on 
the Brooklyn-Mornington proposed 
bus service route with a Daimler 
chassis fitted with a body smaller than 

BUS SERVICES IN 
THE 1920S

those used in the city. It was intended 
to operate a service with this machine 
from June. The buses were built by 
Crawley, Bidley & Co.  

In August 1929 a bus shelter shed 
at Mornington Road was built, 
fully enclosed, with a door. This 
was locked each night after the last 
bus, the key being held by members 
of the Vogelmorn & Mornington 
Electors Association. While this was 
serving Mornington residents to their 
satisfaction, East Vogeltown residents 
including Liardet, Short, McColl 
Streets, and others close by, were 
not so fortunate. Their Progressive 
Association was unable to get an 
additional bus service for their area. 

Chris Rabey

HISTORY
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UPDATE

The BRC Society Inc. has been operating 
the Wednesday Circle programme from St 
Matthew’s Church for a year now and has settled 
comfortably into the venue in Washington 
Avenue with 12 -15 regular attendees. We 
welcome any newcomers to the Brooklyn area 
or anyone looking for companionship to come 
along and see what we’re about.  Drop in for as 
little or long as you like.  A typical Wednesday 
programme is outlined below.
WEDNESDAY CIRCLE PROGRAMME

10:30 am Morning Tea

Noon Lunch

1 pm Arthritic Exercise

1:30 – 2: 30 pm Guest Speaker

2:30 pm Afternoon Tea

SPEAKERS – WEDNESDAYS 1:30-2:30PM 
6 FEBRUARY – No session as Waitangi Day 
observed 
13 FEBRUARY – Catch Up: What’s 
Happening at the Centre 
20 FEBRUARY – Guest Speaker (to be 
confirmed) 
27 FEBRUARY – Bingo 

If you have a special interest, hobby or 
something you would like to share with others, 
please contact Jenny as we’re looking for guest 
speakers as we start up again for the year.  We 
would also like to hear more choirs or see some 
group performances.  If you know of a new 
neighbour to the area or anyone looking for the 
company of others, encourage them to come 
along and see what we have to offer.

Jenny Swan, Coordinator

St Matthew’s Church 
96 Washington Ave
Phone 022 538 1030
brooklynresource 
centre@gmail.com
WEDNESDAYS 9AM – 4PM

Feldenkrais® classes in Brooklyn
Mondays 10am and 7pm,  

Wednesdays 10am at the Vogelmorn Hall
For more details contact Toni: 

temcwhinnie@gmail.com or 475 3355
Individual lessons are also available

See also www.feldenkrais.org.nz

“How can such small movements 
make such a big difference?”

Help yourself:
Learn to move with more 
ease, balance and power

In the middle of last year SYLO (Sing Your Lungs Out) and several students from the 
Wellington College choir, performed for Wednesday Circle at St Matthew’s Church. This 
occasion was enjoyed by all. 



BROOKLYN COMMUNITY CENTRE
18 Harrison Street

what’s on at your
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VOGELMORN HALL & GREEN
     Cnr Mornington and Vennell

what’s on at

To book Brooklyn Community Centre for classes, groups or events contact  
Euan Harris on 384 6799 or coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

DANCE CLASSES FOR 
CHILDREN - NEW!

Pre-school fun class 3 - 4 years Saturdays 9am to 9:30am. Ballet & 
Jazz class 5 - 8 years 9:30am to 10am. Email: info@db4dance.co.nz  
or view online at www.db4dance.co.nz

BROWNIES Mondays 6pm - 7:30pm school terms. Contact Margaret 389 3028
CHILDCARE 
PROGRAMMES

Before & After-school Care & Holiday Programmes. Phone Adam 
Hendry 385 0089 or childcare@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

CRAFT 
CONNECTIONS

Crafters social group. Fortnightly on Thursdays 10am - 1pm. 
Contact Louise email: louisebrockway.nz@gmail.com

INDIAN COOKING Saturdays & Sundays at 6pm depending on class numbers. 
Contact Anu at anugupta@xtra.co.nz 

EKKAALLAM 
CHURCH

Tamil Christian worship and service. Sundays 10am - 12pm. 
Contact Robert tec.wgtn@gmail.com or 027 858 9916

QUARTERLY 
MARKETS

Brooklyn Market Saturday 23 March 2019 from 2pm to 5pm.  
Contact 384 6799 or market@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

FAMILY FIT KARATE 
& FITNESS 

Beginners Wed 5:30 - 6:15pm & Thurs 5 - 5:45pm Adult 
Beginners Wed 6 - 7pm & Thurs 5:30 - 6:30pm Kardio Power 
Wed 7:30 - 8pm. Stretch & Tone Thurs 6:30 - 7pm. 
Contact Patricia 383 9371 or 027 297 6049

PORSE PLAYSCHOOL Wednesdays 9 - 11:30am during school terms. 
Contact 801 6814 or email kirsty.faulknor@porse.co.nz

PILATES Mondays and Fridays at 9am. 
Contact Liz 027 503 0211 or lizbirkett.yoga.pilates@gmail.com

ST JOHN CADETS Tuesdays 6:30-8pm school terms. Carol 0274 321 204 or 388 3838.

TABLE TENNIS
Tuesdays 9am - 12pm or Wednesdays 8pm. Open to all ages and ability. 
Tables, bats and balls provided. Inquiries Philip on 934 7445  
or email: codwgpdl@gmail.com.

TAI CHI
Fierce Tiger Tai Chi Chuan School. Thursdays 6:30 - 7:30pm. 
Beginners welcome. $10 casual and $35 per month.  
Contact Ferne McKenzie on 389 1433 or ferne.david@xtra.co.nz

TIERRA SPANISH 
LANGUAGE CLUB

Fridays 5:30pm to 6:30pm in the RSA room. Connecting with 
Spanish speaking children. Email Maribel at  
tierralanguage@gmail.com

KANGA 
TRAINING

Mondays 10:15am - 11:45am. Postnatal workouts. Hannah 021 030 
6981 http://www.facebook.com/KangatrainingWellingtonCentral/

VINYASA
YOGA

Saturdays 10:30am with Jenn. All levels welcome. $5 drop in.  
BYO mat. Email: jetbluenz5@gmail.com 

To book Vogelmorn Hall & Green for classes, groups or events contact 
Euan Harris on 384 6799 or coordinator@brooklyncommunitycentre.org.nz

STEADY AS YOU GO 
CLASSES – NEW!

Tuesdays 1pm - 2:30pm. Classes improve balance, flexibility, 
fitness and well-being. Contact Ann at Age Concern on 499 
6646 or communitysup@wellington.org.nz.

BABY SENSORY
CLASSES 

Fridays 9am - 1pm. Contact Mel on 022 510 1987 or 
wellingtoncitynz@babysensory.com or www.facebook.com/
babysensorywellington

FELDENKRAIS
Mondays 10 - 11am & 7 - 8pm. Wednesdays 10-11am.  
First class free for beginners. Contact Toni on 475 3355 or 
temcwhinnie@gmail.com

KARDIO POWER Mondays 5:40 - 6:10pm Patricia 383 9371 or 027 297 6049

KANIKANI 
WELLINGTON

Free form dancing in the dark. Monthly on the last 
Wednesday. Doors open at 8 pm – Lights out at 8:15pm. 
Entry $5 at the door. Go to our Facebook page for details. 
facebook@kanikaniwellington.

KOHA YOGA Tuesdays 9am - 10:15am with Victoria, filling in for Rosa. 
Email v.ferry4@gmail.com

STRETCH & TONE Mondays 6:10pm - 6:40pm Patricia on 383 9371 or 027 297 6049

WELLINGTON IAIDO
Learn the art of drawing and cutting with the Japanese sword.  
Tuesdays 6 - 7pm & Saturdays 3 - 5pm. Cam 021 263 0351  
info@wellington-iaido.com facebook.com/wellingtoniaido 

WELLINGTON 
NAGINATA

Martial Arts Group Saturdays 10am - 12pm. 
Contact Alice at alice.graham@compasshealth.org.nz

ZUMBA Tuesday evenings 7:30 - 8:30pm.  
Contact Natasha at: feelgoodzumba.nz@gmail.com

DANCE CLASSES FOR 
CHILDREN - NEW!

Preschool fun class 3 - 4 years Tuesday afternoons 4pm to 
4:30pm. Ballet & Jazz class 8 - 10 years 4:30 to 5pm. Details 
on-line at www.db4dance.co.nz or email: info@db4dance.co.nz

YOSHINKAN KENDO 
NEW!

Kendo classes, Saturday mornings 8:30am - 9:30am. 
Beginners welcome. If you want to learn email:  
hello@yoshinkankendo.nz or call Patrick on 021 226 9269.

 

 

KATIE UNDERWOOD 
“Local Agent, Local Knowledge” 

 

Call Katie to hear about this  
month’s special offer! 

 

 
Ray White Leaders in Real Estate  Licensed under the REAA 2008 

T.  04 894 3717   M.  027 248 2061   E.  katie.underwood@raywhite.com 

 
 
 
 

Call Katie to sell 
your home! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



UPDATE

NEXT MEETING  
7.30pm Tuesday 19 March 2019, St Matthews Church, 96 Washington Ave 

Come along, we’d love to have your input

GBRAI Certificate 
of Incorporation 
achieved

Business survey completed, see copy on our Facebook page 
or request copy by email. Google ‘20 December Cook Strait 
News’ for resulting media coverage.  

Emailed responses from several WCC and local area GWRC 
councillors and those present at our January meeting expressed 
strong commitment to seek solutions = a work in progress.  

Some success with reinstated short-term parking space outside 
Khana Khazana plus two end of Jefferson St. Rep from bus 
company to be invited to next GBRAI meeting. 

Survey of bus users to be done early in the year.
Kingston bus stop
Quebec Street

Action deferred for further Council review and 
consideration of residents’ concerns.

NEW FOR 2019  

Residents/Council 
Q&A pathway

We are introducing ‘question time’ for more formal discussion 
with Councillors. Send us your questions by  10 March  so our 
representatives can research them and present their answers at 
our meeting. 

Councillors will also have prepared questions for resi-
dents. Councillors will remind Council staff to advise them 
and GBRAI ahead of any future project works.

Mobility park Installation/location of 2nd space still being assessed

Ohiro / Cleveland / 
Todman intersection

Talks continue for safety improvements including traffic 
light change so all directions get unimpeded green light.

Vogelmorn Precinct 
- drawings outlining 
stage one available

View them at: https://bit.ly/2WjykbL and go to  
https://goo.gl/forms/R6MW3C52P0hkKYlU2 to give 
your feedback

Come along to our meetings to be heard or email us with your queries, concerns and 
ideas: brooklynresidentswellington@gmail.com

Monthly update on issues 
and projects involving our 

community
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Next Working Bee is Sunday 24 February 
2019 

We usually meet at The Jetty in Central Park 
(signposted from the main gates on the day) 
from 10.00 – 12.00 on the last Sunday of 
every month. 

Check https://www.meetup.com/upstream/ 
for confirmation of meeting place. 

For more information, contact Lynne at all.
whites@xtra.co.nz  

Everyone welcome!   

The good, the bad and the ugly 

Last year a kaka nesting box was secured to 
a very attractive tree in Central Park but the 
discerning kaka found better real estate and 
ignored our offering.  This year, perhaps due to 
pressure on suitable housing, they have taken 
up residence and produced chicks which is 
very exciting.  Kaka chicks spend part of their 
early life on the ground and are consequently 
very vulnerable to dogs and predators, so 
please keep your dog on a lead for the next 
few weeks.  Also worth noting is that kaka 
should not be fed; attract kaka to your garden 

by planting native trees and providing water 
– there is plenty of natural food available for 
them and other food causes bone defects in 
developing chicks.  

You may have noticed an increase in Old Man’s 
Beard, an incredibly invasive vine with attractive 
white flowers followed by fluffy seed heads. It 
smothers anything in its way, threatening the 
survival of native forest.  Currently there is a lot 
growing on the banks above Ohiro Road and 
Central Park where it is flowering profusely.  
In the next month or so, the seeds will be 
wind blown over the park (and probably your 
own garden as it is very widespread around 
Brooklyn) and the problem will worsen.  The 
Council is prioritising its control in important 
natural areas but you can help its spread by 
digging out seedlings or cutting down more 
substantial plants and applying herbicide to the 
stumps. See Greater Wellington’s online how-to 
guide. It will take a real community effort to get 
this weed under control – everyone can help! 

CENTRAL PARK
friends of



As summer holidays come to an end it can 
be hard to get back into a regular routine, 
both for kids and adults. The start of a 
new school year is basically a fresh start, a 
blank slate to write your new future and 
redefine who you are and what you want to 
do. The trick here is to plan ahead.  Make 
sure that you include your entire child care 
crew in your plans; babysitters, nannies, 
grandparents, and tutors will all be able to 
help you keep your children on track for 
the first day of school. Plus, they’ll be able 
to take some tasks off of your plate which 
means that you can enter the school year 
with a little more of your sanity intact. 

• Set your kids’ sleep schedules back to 
“School Time” several days before the 
first day. 

• Get your kids involved in programmes 
that they can do after school to keep 
them active. 

• Visit cultural attractions like museums 
to shift their brains into “Scholar” 
mode. 

• Encourage your kids to read at least 
one book before the school year 
begins. 

• Reacquaint your kids with the 
calendar schedule they’ll use to 
manage their activities. 

• Let kids choose a planner or 
scheduling tool that they’re excited to 
use. 

• Create a family calendar that tracks 
everyone’s activities and commitments. 

• Refresh your rules about screen time 
for the school year; what’s allowed and 
when? 

• Establish a set “Family Time,” whether 
it’s during dinner or before bed. 

• Health experts recommend no more 
than two hours per day on recreational 
screen time. Encourage playing 
outside instead, it’s great for kids. 

• Finally, please start school with a 
positive attitude. This is important for 
both children and parents. A positive 
attitude from parents helps children be 
positive on their first days back.

   Andrew Pozniak, Principal,
St Bernard’s Primary School, Brooklyn
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SCHOOL TIPS FOR PARENTS

BACK TO 
SCHOOL TIPS

						

						

	

	

Would your child 
benefit from being 

in a smaller class, in a caring 
Catholic environment? 

 

St Bernard’s School Brooklyn has: 

§ Average class sizes of 16. 

§ Excellent academic results. 

§ Teachers able to pay closer attention to each child’s needs 
and support every child to grow intellectually, physically, 
emotionally and spiritually.  

§ A state-integrated, un-zoned, decile 9 Catholic primary 
school with on-site before and after-school care. 

We encourage families to come find out more about our school. 
We welcome children at all levels from Years 1 to 8.  

To learn more about our school, please contact us on 
principal@stbernards.school.nz or 04 389 9377  

 

www.stbernards.school.nz 

40 Taft St, Brooklyn 

OSCAR approved for 
ages 5-13

•before/after school care
•holiday programmes
•affordable
•pick up/drop off available

St Bernards School Hall 
40 Taft St

admin@enjoychildcare.co.nz 
Phone: 022 651 0773
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CATS PROTECTION WELLINGTON

Brooklyn has three new Chief Scouts - Harry 
Thornburrow, Rebekah Gibbs, and Mathieu 
Ewers. 

Presented by the Chief Executive of Scouts 
NZ, Josh Tabor and Southern Ward 
Councillor, David Lee just before Christmas, 
the awards recognise the significant effort 
of these youth in personal development, 
leadership and community activities. During 
the presentations, Josh pointed out that only 
two percent of Scouts ever receive this award.  

Our presentation ceremony saw us investing 
new youth, presenting multiple badges, and 
we were also thrilled to invest a new Leader 
into the Group. Leader numbers jumped 
significantly in 2018 meaning we can 
continue to offer a huge range of activities 
including tramps, ski trips, canoeing, 
community support, the Gang Show, 
jamborees and more. 

If your son or daughter is up for a new 

challenge in 2019, we have places available in 
all our units.  Term start dates are 4 February 
for Cubs, 5 February for Keas and Scouts 
and 7 Feb for Venturers. To find out more or to 
contact a Leader, visit www.brooklynscouts.org.nz

NEW BROOKLYN 
CHIEF SCOUTS

THE FAIRY 
PRINCESS
Tinkerbelle is named for a famous fairy, 
but she is still with us after a whole year, 
waiting for her own wish to come true.

Tinkerbelle was originally bonded to one 
person her whole life and was deeply upset 
when they had to part ways.  When she 
arrived at the shelter she was so sad that she 

wouldn’t let anyone touch her, and couldn’t 
be coaxed out of her cage.  But now, after 
many months of gentle care and encour-
agement, she is a much friendlier cat, 
especially now she has priority access to our 
kitchen where she has her own bed set up.  

We love grooming her long, beautiful coat, 
and we know this 12 year old will thrive 
in her own quiet, loving home. Clap if 
you believe in fairy princess kitties, or just 
come in and meet her. Tinkerbelle might 
be the wish you didn’t know you had. 

CPW is open to visitors at 29 Vancouver 
Street in Kingston from 12pm to 4pm 
every Saturday and Sunday. Phone us on 
04 389 9668 or visit  
catsprotectionwellington.org.nz.  

Follow us on Facebook/CPWgtn to see 
daily pictures and videos, and keep up with 
all the shelter news.

g

Brooklyn Chief Scouts Harry Thornburrow, Rebekah Gibbs, and Mathieu Ewers

The Green Café at Vogelmorn 
Bowling Club has reopened.  
Pop along for a cuppa and 
a catch up Thursdays to 
Saturdays 8am – 4pm.

BROOKLYN SCHOOL 
PROPERTY UDATE

At Brooklyn School the building 
redevelopment is progressing well. The 
contractors have taken advantage of the 
holiday period to make great progress, 
extending the hall and building the 
new toilet block.  

Currently the design team are looking 
into creating a new pedestrian entrance 
off Harrison Street, this will provide 
access from Harrison Street during the 
construction of the Kiwi Block.  This 
is likely to be adjacent to the current 
entrance and lead up to the adventure 
playground, freeing the current 
entrance for contractor vehicles.    

Again we thank you for your support 
and patience as we work through this 
project.
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COMMUNITY GROUPS

AFTER-SCHOOL JUNIOR 
CHESS Wednesdays 3.30-
5pm @ St Bernard’s School, 
Taft St. Does your child 
love chess? All abilities 
welcome, ages 8-12. Try 
your first session free – $60 
per term
Contact Ivan Moss – 
ivancmoss@gmail.com or 
021 417 025 

BROOKLYN BROWNIES, 
GUIDES AND PIPPINS
brooklyn.brownies@gmail.com
Pippins
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049
Brownies
Margaret Jones 389 3028
Brooklyn Guides
Kathryn Lawrie 802 5049

BROOKLYN FOOD GROUP 
Local food and  
community. Working Bees  
held weekly on Monday 
evenings from 5ish, at the 
Brooklyn Orchard, end of 
Harrison St.  
thebrooklynfoodgroup@
gmail.com or
www.facebook.com/
BrooklynFoodGroupNZ

BROOKLYN GARDEN CLUB 
Meets 1st Wednesday 
7:30pm from March to 
October at St Matthew’s 
Church. New members 
and visitors welcome. 
Contact Barbara on 389 
4307

BROOKLYN GECKOS 
HOCKEY FOR KIDS
Years 1-6 and new entrants. 
Fridays 4-5:15pm at the 
Brooklyn Bowling Club astro 

turf at Tanera Park,  
8 Tanera Crescent. Just turn 
up on practice day http://
brooklyngeckoshockey.weebly.
com. Come and join us for 
free summer hockey training.

BROOKLYN LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP 
Next meeting 2pm Sat  
16 February at Brooklyn 
Library. Everyone welcome. 
Chris Rabey 3849293 
ships.pubs@gmail.com
or Sharon Macintyre    
027 634 4455  
or evenings 388 8088  
sharonmacintyre42@gmail.com

BROOKLYN MAINLY MUSIC 
Fun affordable 30 minutes, 
for parents or care givers 
to enjoy with their pre-
schooler(s). Morning Tea 
provided.  
Wellington Reformed 
Church 34 Harrison St. 
Rachel 022 407 9652

BROOKLYN NORTHERN UNITED 
JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
Email enquiries to  
bnujfc@gmail.com  
or visit us at 
www.sporty.co.nz/brooklynnujfc

BROOKLYN PLAYGROUP
Fun group for parents & 
caregivers with preschool 
children. Meets Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 9:30-
11:30am during the 
school term at the Korean 
Church - 184 Ohiro Road. 
Turn up on the day.

BROOKLYN SCOUTS
Scout Hall, Harrison St.
Scouting is for boys and 
girls who love adventure. 
Keas 5-7 yrs, Cubs 7-11yrs, 
Scouts 11-14yrs, Venturers 
14-18yrs. Contact Gillian 
Boyes 972 9904 or 
gillianmay68@gmail.com

BROOKLYN SMALLBORE 
RIFLE CLUB Ages 14+ 
Sundays 6.30pm-8pm mid-
March to early October at 
the Royal Tiger Range, 131 
Russell Terrace, Newtown. 
To join contact Dianne 
Grain on 0274 449 641
d.grain@xtra.co.nz
www.bsrc.org.nz

BROOKLYN TABLE TENNIS 
9am-12pm Tuesdays and 
8pm Wednesdays at 
Brooklyn Community 
Centre. We welcome new 
members of all ages and 
ability. Tables, bats and 
balls provided. Phone 
Philip on 934 7445.

BROOKLYN TOY LIBRARY
A wide range of toys for 
children aged 0-7 years 
available to hire. We are based 
at Capital Montessori School, 
Camrose Grove, Kingston. 
Visit brooklyntoylibrary.org.
nz for opening times and 
how to join.

BROOKLYN WALKERS
Meet Monday mornings 
(except public holidays) 
outside Brooklyn Library. 
Phone Susannah 384 
7412 or Clare 384 9054. 

COMMUNITY GROUPS

11 Feb Pencarrow walk. 
Catch 9.03 No 7 bus, 9.27 
No 81 bus at Lambton 
Quay or 9.35 No 83 bus

18 Feb  Nairnville to Lower 
Ngaio Road. Catch 9.14 
No 7 bus, 10.02 train

25 Feb  City to Sea 
Walkway

BROOKLYN JUNIOR CRICKET 
CLUB At the old Wellington 
Bowling Club, Tanera 
Crescent, Brooklyn. More 
details online at  
www.bjcc.co.nz
FRIENDS OF OWHIRO 
STREAM Working bees 
on the second Saturday 
of the month 10am-
12:30pm. Contact 
Martin on 389 8995 or 
email: owhirostream@
gmail.com 

LIONS CLUB Help build 
your community and 
make new friends  
along the way.  
Vicki 022 033 0031

PREDATOR FREE BROOKLYN 
Hello Kaka, goodbye rats! 
We’re looking for volunteers 
to host traps on their 
properties. If you’d  
like to help email 
predatorfreebrooklyn@
gmail.com

RATA PLAYGROUP Calm 
and nurturing place for 
babies and toddlers 0-3 
years to explore, learn and 
socialise with a parent or 
family member. Morning 

sessions available at Capital 
Montessori, Camrose Grove, 
Kingston. Visit 
montessori.school.nz/playgroup 
or email  
rata@montessori.school.nz 

THE KUNG FU SCHOOL  
Learn Shaolin Kung Fu for self 
defense and functional fitness. 
Wellington Swords Club 
Building, 2 Tanera Crescent, 
Brooklyn. Contact Rob Young 
on 021 408 521 or  
wellington@shaolinkungfu.co.nz  
www.shaolinkungfu.co.nz 

ST JOHN PENGUIN AND 
YOUTH DIVISION 
Penguin Program 6-8 yrs.
Karen 389 4060
Youth Division 8-18 yrs.
Carol 0274 321 204
www.stjohn.org.nz

TURBINE TALKERS 
TOASTMASTERS CLUB 
Your local chapter of 
Toastmasters International. 
Tuesdays 7:15pm-9:15pm 
fortnightly in  
St Matthew’s Church lounge.  
John 029 771 3171,  
Paul 027 324 8213  
turbine@toastmasters.org.nz 
http://6879.toastmastersclubs.org

UPSTREAM – FRIENDS OF 
CENTRAL PARK Working 
bees on the last Sunday 
of the month 10am-
12pm at the Jetty, a 
few hundred metres 
along the main path. 
Come along for great 
conversations, meet new 
people, fab morning tea 
and contribute to the 

care of Central Park.
debbie_vanh@yahoo.
com

VOGELMORN COMMUNITY 
GROUP Volunteer-
run group based at 
Vogelmorn Bowling Club, 
93 Mornington Rd.  
Workshops, rehearsals 
and events. For what’s 
coming up or to 
enquire about hire, visit 
vogelmorn.nz or email 
vogelmornbc@gmail.com.

VOGELMORN TENNIS CLUB 
Welcomes players of  
all ages and abilities. Join  
our social, family-
friendly club. Club 
days, competitive play, 
professional coaching.
vogelmorntennisclub.com
call in, or email  
secretary@
vogelmorntennisclub.com 

WELLINGTON SWORDS 
CLUB Based at the 
Wellington Bowling Club, 
Tanera Park off Tanera 
Crescent. Contact Vicki 
Lamb, Head Coach on
 970 7496 evenings Email:
president@fencingcentral.org.nz

EVERY GIRLS’ & BOYS’ 
RALLY Thursdays during 
school terms from 7pm-
8:30pm at Ridgeway 
Christian Youth Centre, 117 
The Ridgeway, Mornington 
for ages 8 - 12. Contact  
Evan Tyler 027 274 2631 or
evanandrebecca@gmail.com
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